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Through  the  Island  of 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 


VOL.  II. 


LETTER  I. 

Containing  #  Description  of  the  North 
Shores  of  the  Counties  of  Cornwall  and 
Devon,  and  fome  Parts  of  Somerfetfhire, 
Wiltfhire,  Dorfetfhire,  Gloucefterfhire, 
Buckinghamfhire,  ^WBerkfhire. 

S  /  R, 

N  O  W  turned  about  to  the  Eall ;  and 
as,  when  I  went  Well,  I  kept  to  the 
Southern  Coaft  of  this  long  County  of 
Cornwall  and  of  Devonjhire  alfo,  fo,  in 
going  Eaft,  I  fhall  keep  the  North  Shore. 
The  firft  Place  of  any  Note,  we  came  to,  was  St.  Ives , 
a  pretty  good  Town>  and  grown  rich  by  the  Fifh- 
ing  Trade.  It  is  fituated  on  the  W  efl-fide  of  a  deep 
Vo  L.  II.  B  Bay, 
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Bay,  called  St.  Ives-bay,  from  the  Town.  This  Bay 
is  oppofite,  on  the  Land- fide,  to  Mount s- bay,  of  which  I 
fpoke  in  Vol.  I .  p.  383.  but  it  is  filled  up  with  Sands, 
and  here  is  but  very  little  Trade  in  any  thing  elfe  but 
Carrujh  Slate. 

It  is  a  very  pleafant  View  we  have  at  Madern-hUls , 
and  the  Plain  by  them,  in  the  Way  from  the  Land's- 
end  to  St.  Ives ;  where  we  have  a  ProfpeH  of  ihe 
Ocean  at  the  Land's- end.  Weft;  of  the  Britijh  Cha¬ 
nel  at  Mount’ s-bay.  South  ;  and  the  Brijlol  Chanel,  or 
Severn  Sea,  North.  Near  St.  Ives ,  the  Land  between 
the  Two  Bays  being  not  above  Four  or  Five  Miles 
over,  is  an  Hill  fo  fituated,  that  upon  it  neither  of  the 
Two  Seas  are  above  Three  Miles  off,  and  very  plain 
to  be  feen  ;  and  fo  likewife,  in  a  clear  Day,  are  the 
I  Hands  of  Sally,  tho’  above  30  Miles  off.  St.  Ives  is 
a  Borough- town,  and  fends  Two  Members  to  Parlia¬ 
ment.  ^ 

The  Country  from  hence  to  Padjiow  is  both  fruitful' 
and  pleafant,  and  feveral  Houfes  of  Gentlemen  are 
feen  as  we  pafs  ;  the  Sands  alfo  are  very  agreeable  to 
the  Eye,  and  to  travel  upon  :  among  the  Gentlemens 
Houfes  is  Lanhidrock ,  the  Seat  of  the  Earls  of  Radnor , 
who  are  Barons  of  Truro ,  and  were  fo,  long  before 
they  obtained  the  Title  of  Radnor  ;  alfo  a  good  Houfe 
belonging  to  the  antient  Family  viTrefufis. 

The  Hills  are  fruitful  of  Tin,  Copper,  and  Lead, 
all  the  Way  on  our  Right-hand;  the  Product  of  which 
is  carried  all  to  the  other  Shore :  fo  that  we  (hall  have 
little  to  fay  of  it  here.  The  chief  Bufinefs  on  this 
Shore  is  the  Herring- fiihing  :  the  Herrings  about  Olio- 
her  come  driving  up  the  Severn  Sea,  and  from  the 
Coaft  of  Ireland ,  in  prodigious  Shoals,  and  beat  all 
upon  this  Coaft  as  high -as  Bidiford  and  Barnjlable  in 
Devon/hire ;  and  are  caught  in  great  Quantities  by  the 
Fiihermen,  chiefly  on  Account  of  the  Merchants  of 
Falmouth ,  Foy,  Plymouth ,  and  other  Ports  on  the 
South. 

St . 
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St*  Michael's,  or  Modijhole ,  a  mean  Fortreve  Bo¬ 
rough,  tho’  it  fends  2  Members  to  Parliament,  is  net 
now  remarkable  ;  but  was  of  great  Note  in  the  Saxon 
Time,  and  has  Pill  a  Market  weekly,  and  a  yearly 
Fair. 

We  then  came  to  St,  Columb's ,  a  little  Market- 
town,  a  Lordiliip  belonging  to  the  Arundels  of  War- 
dour  \  fo  called,  to  diftinguifh  them  from  the  Arundels 
of  Trertce  in  this  County ;  which  Family,  efpoufmg 
the  King’s  Side  in  the  Civil  Wars,  fufFered  much,  and 
was  ennobled  in  Charles  II.  ’s  "I  ime.  The  War  dour 
Family  was  likewife  loyal,  and  luffered  in  the  fame 
Caufe. 

Near  this  Place  is  an  Hill,  which  has  a  Rampire  on 
the  Summit  of  it,  and  a  Caufeway  leading  to  it.  ’Tis 
an  old  Dam/hQzmp,  and  called  Cajlellum  Danis . 

Padftow  is  a  large  Town,  and  Hands  on  a  very  good 
Harbour  for  fuch  Shipping  as  ufe  the  Irijh  Trade* 
The  Harbour  is  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Camel ,  or 
Carnal ,  which,  rifing  at  Camelford ,  runs  down  by  Bod- 
myn  to  Wadhridge ,  a  little  Town,  where  a  large  Stone 
Bridge,  of  about  Eight  Arches,  is  built,  by  the  Con¬ 
tributions  of  the  Country  Gentlemen,  at  the  Motion* 
and  under  the  Direction,  of  one  Nicolas  Lcvibond,  Vi¬ 
car  of  Wadhridge  ;  the  Paffage  over  the  River  before 
being  very  dangerous,  and  having  occafioned  the  Lofs 
of  fome  Lives,  as  well  as  Goods. 

The  PaiTage  from  this  Town  of  Padjlow  to  Ireland 
is  faid,  by  Writers,  to  be  no  more  than  24  Hours  ; 
but  this,  if  ever  done,  hath  been  fo  feldom,  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  mentioned  as  generally  the  Cafe  :  for  I 
believe  not  one  in  24  Ships  makes  its  Voyage  in  fo  few 
Hours ;  and  that  they  are  oftener  Five  or  Six  Days 
in  the  Paffage.  Here  is  a  very  antient  Seat,  like  a 
Caftle,  of  a  Family  of  the  Name  of  Prideamt ,  the 
Chief  of  which,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  Time,  built  this 
noble  Seat. 

Higher  within  the  Land  lies  the  Market'  and  Bo- 
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rough-town  of  Bodmyn,  formerly  one  of  the  Coining- 
towns  of  Tin,  till  it  loft  that  Privilege  to  Lejlwithiel : 
however,  it  ftill  enjoys  feveral  Advantages,  belides  that 
of  returning  Members  to  Parliament,  fome  of  which 
are  Tokens  of  its  Antiquity.  It  is  pretty  large,  and 
Hands  between  Two  Hills,  in  a  good  Air.  It  had  an- 
tiently  feveral  Churches,  of  which  now  only  one  re¬ 
mains,  which  belonged  to  th«  Priory  ;  and  is,  at  pre- 
fent,  the  Parifh- church.  A  kind  of  Carnival  is  kept 
here  yearly,  in  July?  whither  great  Numbers  of  Peo¬ 
ple  refort. 

The  Coinage- towns  were,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's 
Time,  Four  ?  namely, 

Lcjkard?  7  C  Truro? 

Lejlwithiel ?  j  t  Helfl  on. 

Since  that,  in  King  James's  Time,  was  added  Pen* 
fance. 

Camelford  is  a  mean,  but  antient  Borough-town. 
Here  the  River  Camel  riles,  which  takes  its  Name  from 
the  Britijh  Word  Cam ,  i.  e.  crooked .  It  has  not  either 
Church  or  Chapel  in  it,  nor  ever  had.  It  is  only  re¬ 
markable,  befides  its  returning  Members  to  Parliament, 
for  Two  great  Battles  which  were  fought  here ;  one 
between  King  Arthur  and  his  Nephew  Mordred ;  and 
the  other  between  the  Britons  and  Saxons. 

The  Borough  of  BoJJiney ,  other  wife  called  Threvena ? 
is  but  a  fmall  Village.  It  is  famous  for  the  fplendid 
Ruins  of  an  impregnable  Caftle,  built  on  the  Rock,  which 
flood  partly  on  the  Continent,  and  partly  on  an  Bland, 
joined  together  by  a  Draw-bridge.  The  Caftle  was  the 
Seat  of  the  Britijh  Princes,  and  fince  of  the  Dukes  of 
Cornwall :  and,  ?tis  laid,  Arthur  was  born  here,  and 
died,  in  one  of  the  above-mentioned  Battles,  near 
Camelford.  This  Place  fends  Two  Members  to  Parlia¬ 
ment  ;  as  does  the  next,  to  wit, 

Launcefton ,  which  is  a  Corruption  of  the  Britijh  Word 
Lanjlaphadon ,  i,  e.  St,  Stephen  §  Church  ;  it  is  a  Market 
$  and 
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and  Borough-town,  pretty  neat,  and  isfituate  on  a  rifing 
Ground,  at  the  Extremity  of  the  County,  on  the  Bor¬ 
ders  of  Devonjhire.  Great  Part  of  it  is  very  old, 
ragged,  and  decayed. 

When  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall  had  the  Govern- 
ment  of  this  County,  this  was  a  Frontier- town,  well 
walled  about,  and  fortified ;  and  had  alfo  a  noble 
Cafile,  which,  from  its  Strength,  was  called  Caftle 
* terrible .  The  Inhabitants,  for  the  Defence  and  Re¬ 
pair  of  it,  held  formerly  the  Land  here  by  Caftleguard, 

Here  the  Lord  Hopton  s  good  Fortune  failed  him, 
and  he  was  forced  by  Fairfax  to  difband  his  Army. 

Not  far  from  hence  is  Hengeft one -hill,  which  pro¬ 
duces  a  great  Plenty  of  Cornifo  Diamonds :  here  the 
Cornijh  Britons  joined  the  Danes ,  to  drive  out  the  Sa¬ 
xons  from  Devonjhire ;  but  were  totally  defeated  by  Eg¬ 
bert  in  83  r.  which,  his  conjectured,  gives  the  Name 
of  Hengijl  to  this  Hill,  in  Commemoration  of  their  firft 
Leader. 

There  is  a  fine  Image  or  Figure  of  Mary  Magdalen , 
upon  the  Tower  of  the  Church  at  Launce/lon ,  to  which 
the  Papifts  fail  not  to  pay  Reverence,  as  they  pafs  by* 
There  is  no  Tin,  Copper,  or  Lead,  found  hereabouts, 
as  I  could  hear  ;  nor  any  Manufacture  in  the  Place. 
There  are  a  pretty  many  Attorneys  here,  who  manage 
Bufinefs  for  the  reft  of  their  Fraternity  at  the  Afiizes. 
As  to  Trade,  it  has  not  much  to  boaft  of;  and  yet 
there  are  People  enough  in  it  to  excufe  thofe  who  call 
it  a  populous  Place. 

Newport  is  a  little  Village  adjoining,  and  was  formerly 
Part  of  Launcejlon ;  and  yet  fends  Two  Members  to 
Parliament :  and  indeed  there  are  no  lefs  than  44  for 
the  County  ;  and  the  Number  of  Electors  is  fo  few,  in 
many  Places,  that  an  Adminiftration,  of  which  Side  fo- 
ever  it  be,  as  to  Party,  has  ufually  a  great  Reliance  on 
the  Elections  in  this  County  every  new  Parliament,  in 
order  to  obtain  a  Majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  : 
for  44  Members  from  hence,  and  45  from  another  Part 
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of  the  Ifland,  who  generally  go  one  Way,  make  no 
fmall  Figure  in  aQueftion.  And,  in  this  Cafe,  it  may 
not  be  improperly  observed,  that  the  Two  Extremities 
of  the  Ifland,  let  the  o:her  Parts  go  as  they  will,  are 
generally  united  in  the  fame  Way  of  Thinking,  or  at 
lead  of  A  fling,  in  all  political  Debates  ;  and  are  likely 
to  be  fo  in  all  Times  to  come. 

There  is  a  long  Nook  c f  the  County  runs  North 
from  Launcejlon ,  called  the  Hundred  ^Stratton,  in 
which  there  is  one  Market-town,  named  Stratton',  but 
it  has  nothing  in  or  about  it  worth  remarking:  yet 
once  it  bad,  in  Stowhoufe ,  built  by  the  Earl  of  Bath 
in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  and,  as  to  its  F  ini  fil¬ 
ings  within,  not  inferior  to  2117  in  England .  The 
Carvings,  efpeci.ally  thofe  of  the  Chapel,  the  grand 
Alcove,  and  fome  of  the  belt  Rooms,  were  done  by 
the  Hand  of  Michael  Chuke  ;  and  were  not  to  be  ex¬ 
celled  by  Gibbon  himfelf.  The  Landfchape  and  Sea- 
pieces,  of  which  there  were  a  great  Number  (parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  great  Stairs,  a  Profpedl  of  Plymouth , 
containing  22  Feet  by  12),  were  the  Work  of  Van- 
delft.  The  Situation  of  this  (lately  Palace  rendering 
it  a  di  (agreeable  Habitation,  the  Owners  difpofed  of 
the  Materials ;  and  it  is  now  totally  demolifhed. 
Near  this  Town,  Sir  Ralph  Hoptori ated  the  Par¬ 
liament-Forces  under  the  Command  of  Major-Ge¬ 
neral  Chudleigh ,  and  took  him  Prifoner  ;  for  which  ■ 
he  was  made  Baron  Stratton.  ’Fis  laid,  the  Place- 
where  this  Battle  was  fought  produced  a  prodigious 
Crop  of  Barley,  of  10  or  12  Ears  on  a  Stalk,  the  next 
Year. 

Not  far  from  Bodmyn  is  to  be  feen  the  Set  of  mo¬ 
numental  Stones,  called  The  Hurlers  5  which,  Dr. 
Stukely  fays,  are,  out  of  Doubt,  Remains  of  an 
antient  Druid  Temple.  Pro.bably  they  are  called  by 
this  Name,  from  the  Game  of  Hurling,  p  radii  fed  in 
thefe  Parts >  the  Country-people  giving  them  that  for 
want  pf  a  better;  and  indeed  it  is  faid,  that  they 

have 
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have  a  fuperditious  Notion,  that  they  were  once  Men, 
who  were  transformed  into  Stones,  for  playing  at  this 
Sport  on  a  Sunday.  They  are  oblong,  rude,  unhewn 
Stones,  pitched  on  one  End  upon  the  Ground.  They 
(land  on  a  Down  in  Three  Circles,  the  Centres  whereof 
are  in  a  right  Line,  the  middlemoft  Circle  being  the 

4u-»  O 

greateit. 

Now  I  have  mentioned  the  Hnrle'rs ,  I  mud  take 
the  Opportunity  to  defcribe  the  Hurling  -  Match.,  for 
which  the  Cornijh  Men  are  fo  particularly  famous,  and 
which  is  one  of  their  principal  Recreations,  tho’  bar¬ 
barous  enough.  A  Silver  Ball  is  generally  the  Prize, 
on  thefe  Occafions.  The  Match  is  made  in  different 
Manners  ;  for  fometimes  the  Challenge  is  by  Twenty 
or  Thirty  Men  on  a  Side,  and  no  others  are  to  inter¬ 
fere;  at  other  times,  when  a  great  Number  of  People 
are  ailembled  at  a  IVake ,  or  Church-ale ,  the  Word  is 
given  out  clhat  Johns,  Wills,  and  Toms,  will  oppofe  all 
other  Names ;  or,  other  times,  Ihat  Elded  or  Seconds 
are  agahi/l  all  Younger  Sons :  and  fo  the  Ball  is  thrown 
up,  and  becomes  the  Property  of  that  Party  which 
carries  it  away  to  the  Goal  fet  for  that  Purpofe. 

But  another  kind  of  Hurling  is,  when  an  Out-hall9 
as  they  call  it,  is  thrown  up  ;  and  thefe  Matches  are 
generally  made  by  Two  or  more  neighbouring  Gentle¬ 
men,  who,  at  a  Day  agreed  on,  bring  each  of  them 
the  Men  of  Two,  Three,  or  more  Parifhes :  and  the 
Goals  are  then  fet,  perhaps,  Four  or  Five  Miles  didant, 
at  fome  Gentlemens  Houfes,  Towns,  or  the  like  : 
and  here  nothing  is  Paid  about  matching  in  Number, 
or  othcrwife  ;  but  the  Ball  is  thrown  up,  and  a  bloody 
Skirmifh  generally  enfues.  No  Bullies,  Briers,  Bogs, 
Mud-pools,  Rivers,  or  any  other  Impediments,  hinder 
their  Courfe  ;  nor  any  Friendfhip,  Relation,  or  for¬ 
mer  Obligation,  in  the  lead,  abates  their  Fury.  The 
Party  prevailing  generally  prefents  the  Ball  to  the  Gen¬ 
tleman  who  brought  them  on,  as  a  I  rophy  ;  and  he, 
in  Return,  fets  open  bis  Cellar-doors,  where  they  wadi 
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away  the  Blood  from  their  Nofes,  and  apply  a  Balfam 
to  their  Bruifes. 

The  ,W refiling  in  Cornwall  is,  indeed,  a  much  more 
manly  and  generous  Exercife  ;  and  that  Clofure,  which 
they  call  the  Cornljh  Hug,  has  made  them  eminent  in 
the  W refiling  Ring  all  over  England ;  as  the  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk  Men  are,  for  their  Dexterity  at  the  Hand 
and  Foot,  and  throwing  up  the  Heels  of  their  Adver- 
fary,  without  taking  hold  of  him. 


Faffing  the  River  Tamar,  about  Two  Miles  from 
Launcejlon ,  we  enter  the  great  County  of  Devon  ;  and 
as  it  is  in  the  moft  wild  and  barren  Part  of  it,  and  where 
formerly  Tin  Mines  were  found,  tho’  now  they  are 
either  quite  exhaufted,  or  not  to  be  worked  without 
more  Charge  than  Profit,  fo  we  muff  expe£t  it  a  little 
to  referable  its  neighbour  County. 

The  Rivet  Tamar  here  abounds  with  frefh  Salmon, 
which  are  f b  exceeding  fat  and  good,  that  they  are 
.  e deemed  In  both  Counties  above  the  Fifn  of  the  fame 
Kind  found  in  other  Places;  and  the  Quantity  is  fo 
great,  as  fupplies  the  Country  in  abundance.  'Phis  is 
occafioned  by  the  Mouth  of  the  River  being  fo  very 
huge,  and  the  Water  fo  deep  for  Two  Leagues  before  it 
opens  into  Plymouth  Sound ,  that  tbeFifh  have  a  fecure 
Retreat  in  the  fait  Water  for  their  Harbour  and  Shelter; 
and  from  thence  they  (hoot  up  into  the  frefh  Water, 
in  vaft  Numbers,  to  caft  their  Spawn. 

We  ride  but  a  few  Miles  in  Devonjhire ,  before  we 
find  a  different  Face,  in  feveral  refpeCts:  As,  i.  More 
People  than  in  Cornwall:  2.  Larger  Towns:  3.  The 
People  all  bufy,  and  in  full  Employ  upon  their  Manu¬ 
factures. 

At  the  uppermoft  and  extreme  Part  of  the  County 
North-weft,  runs  a  large  Promontory  into  the  Sea  be¬ 
yond  all  the  Land  on  either  Side,  whether  of  Devn - 
jhlre ,  or  of  Cornwall:  this  they  would  fain  have 
called  Hercules's  Promontory  ;  hut  the  honeft  Sailors, 
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and,  after  them,  the  plain  Country-people,  call  it 
Hartland  Point ,  or  Hearty  Pointy  from  the  T'own  of 
Hartlandy  which  ftands  juft  within  the  Shore,  and  is 
fituated  on  the  utmoft  Edge  of  the  County  of  Devon \ 
It  is  a  Market-town  of  good  Refort,  the  People  come- 
ing  conftantly  to  it  out  of  Cornwall ,  the  Fifher- boats 
of  Barnjlable ,  Bidifordy  and  the  other  Towns  on  the 
Coafts,  lying  often  under  the  Lee ,  as  they  call  it,  of 
thefe  Rocks,  for  Shelter  from  the  South- weft  or 
South* eaft  Winds ;  at  which  time  the  Seamen  °;o  on 
Shore  here,  and  fupply  themfelves  with  Provisions  ; 
nor  is  the  Town  unconcerned  in  that  gainful  Fifhing- 
trade,  which  is  carried  on  for  the  Herring  on  this 
Coaft.  v 

From  this  Point  or  Promontory,  the  Land  falling 
away  for  fome  Miles,  makes  a  Gulphor  Bay,  which 
reaching  to  the  Head-land,  or  Point  of  Barnjlable 
Haven,  is  called,  from  thence,  Barnjlable  Bay.  At 
the  Eaft-End  of  this  Bay,  the  Rivers  Taw  and  Tow~ 
ridge  empty  themfelves  at  one  Mouth  :  and  it  is  very- 
particular,  that  as  Two  Rivers  join  in  one  Chanely 
fo  here  are  Two  great  trading  Towns  in  one  Port;  a 
thing,  which,  as  it  is  not  ufual,  fo  I  cannot  fay  is  an 
Advantage  to  either  of  them  :  for  it  naturally  follows,, 
that  they  rival  one  another,  and  leften  both  ;  whereas, 
had  they  been  joined  together  in  one  Town,  or  were 
it  poftible  to  join  them,  they  would  make  the  moft 
confiderable  Town,  or  City  rather,  in  all  this  Part  of 
England . 

Thefe  are  the  Towns  of  Barnjlable  and  Bidiford, 
the  firft  the  moft  antient,  and  returning  Members  to 
Parliament ;  the  laft  the  moft  flourifhing.-  The  Har¬ 
bour  or  River  is,  in  its  Entrance,  the  fame  to  both  , 
and  when  they  part,  the  Towridge  turns  to  the  Right,, 
or  South-weft,  and  the  Taw  to  the  Soutiveaft ;  yet 
they  feem  to  be  both  fo  fafe,  fo  eafy  in  the  Chanel,  fo 
equally  good  with  refpedt  to  Shipping,  and  fo  eqpi- 
diftant  from  the  Sea,  that  neither  Town  complains  of 
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the  Bounty  of  the  Sea  to  them,  or  their  Situation  by 
Land  ;  and  yet,  of  late  Years,  the  Town  of  Bidiford 
has  flourished,  and  the  Town  of  Barnfable  rather  de¬ 
clined. 

Bidiford  is  a  clean,  well-built  Town  :  the  more 
antient  Street,  which  lies  next  the  River,  is  very  plea- 
fant,  where  is  the  Bridge,  a  very  noble  Quay,  and 
the  Cuftom-houfe :  it  is  alfo  very  well  built  and  po¬ 
pulous,  and  fronts  the  River  for  above  Three  Quarters 
of  a  Mile:  But,  befides  this,  there  is  a  new  fpacious 
Street  which  runs  North  and  South,  or  rather  North- 
weft  and  South-eaft,  a  great  Length,  broad  as  the  High- 
ftreet  of  Exeter ,  well-built,  and  inhabited  by  confider- 
able  and  wealthy  Merchants,  who  trafEck  to  moil  Parts 
of  the  World. 

Here,  as  is  to  be  feen  in  almoft  all  the  Market- 
towns  of  Devonfkire ,  is  a  very  large  and  well- finished 
Meeting- houfe  and,  by  the  Multitude  of  People  which 
I  faw  come  out  of  it,  I  thought  all  the  Town  had  gone 
thither,  and  began  to  inquire  for  the  Church  :  but  I 
found  that  alfo  large,  fpacious,  and  filled  with  People 
of  the  beft  Falhion. 

The  Trade  of  this  Town,  as  well  as  of  all  the 
Towns  on  this  Coaft,  being  very  much  in  Fifh,  I  ob- 
ferved  that  feveral  Ships  were  employed  to  go  to  Liver¬ 
pool ,  and  up  the  River  Merfty  to  JVarrington ,  to 
fetch  the  Rock  -fait  which  is  found  in  that  County 
(and  of  which  I  fhal!  fay  more  in  my  Remarks  on  thole 
Parts),  to  Bidiford  and  Barnfable ,  and  there  difiblve 
it  into  Brine  in  the  Sea-water,  'joining  the  Strength  of 
Two  Bodies  in  One,  and  then  boil  it  up  again  into  a 
new  Salt,  as  the  Dutch  do  that  of  the  French  and  Por- 
tuguefe  1  his  is  juftly  called  Salt  upon  Salt ,  and  with 
th;s  they  cure  their  Herrings.  As  this  is  a  Trade  which 
can  be  but  of  few  Years  (landing,  becaufe  the  Rock- fait 
itfelf  has  not  been  difeovered  in  England  many  Years  ; 
fo  the  Difference  in  curing  the  Fiih  has  been  fuch,  that 
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the  Demand  for  them  has  coniiderably  increafed  in  fo¬ 
reign  Markets. 

Here  is  a  very  fine  Stone  Bridge  over  the  River,  built 
in  the  14th  Century,  on  24  Gothic  Arches,  all  uniform 
and  regular,  and  very  good  Workmanship  of  the  kind  : 
thefe  Arches  are,  indeed,  beautiful  and  (lately ;  but 
what  a  late  Author  fays,  that  one  of  them  is  fo  big, 
that  a  Ship  of  60  Tons  may  fail  under  it,  is  aMiftake; 
no  Rich  thing  being  practicable,  either  at  London  Bridge, 
Rochejler  Bridge,  or  even  at  York. 

As  Bidiford  has  a  fine  Bridge  over  the  Ibwridge,  fo 
Barnjiable  has  a  very  noble  one  over  the  Eavj ;  and  tho3* 
not  longer,  is  counted  larger  and  flronger  than  the 
other.  Thefe  Two  rival  Towns  are  really  very  confi- 
derable ;  both  of  them  have  a  large  Share  in  the  Trade 
to  Ireland ,  in  the  Herring-fifhery,  and  in  a  Trade  to 
the  Britijh  Colonies  in  America  :  if  Bidiford  cures  more 
Fifh,  Barnjlahk  imports  more  Wine,  and  other  Mer¬ 
chandizes  ;  they  are  both  eftablifhcd  Ports  for  landing 
Wool  from  Ireland ,  of  which  by  itfelf. 

If  Bidiford  has  a  greater  Number  of  Merchants, 
Barnjiable  has  a  greater  Commerce  within  Land,  by 
its  great  Market  for  Irijh  Wool  and  Yarn,  &c.  with 
the  Sjrge- markets  of  Tiverton  and  Exeter ,  which  carry 
on  aTraffick  here:  fo  that,  in  a  word,  Barnjiable ,  tho> 
it  has  loft  Ground  to  Bidiford ,  yet,  take  it  in  all  its 
Trade  completely,  is  full  as  confiderable  as  Bidiford  ; 
only,  that  perhaps  it  was  formerly  far  fuperior  to  it,  and 
the  other  has  rifen  up  to  be  its  Match. 

Barnjiable  is  a  large,  well-built  Town,  (eated  among 
the  Hills.  It  is  more  populous  than  Bidiford ,  but  not 
better  built,  and  (lands  lower ;  infomuch  that  at  High- 
water  in  Spring-tides  it  is,  in  a  manner,  furrounded 
with  Water.  The  Bridge  was  built  by  the  generous 
Benefaction  of  one  Stamford ,  a  Citizen  and  Merchant 
of  London ,  who,  it  feems,  was  not  a  Native  of  the 
Place  ;  but,  by  trading  here  to  his  Gain,  had  Kindnefs 
enough  for  the  Town,  to  confer  that  valuable  Benefit 
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lIP°n  It.  It  was  formerly  walled  in,  and  had  a 
Caftle  and  a  Priory.  ?Tis  governed  by  a  Mayor,  and 
2  4  BurgefTes,  whereof  2  are  Aldermen.  It  has  alfo  an 
High-Steward,  and  Recorder. 

The  Bridge  at  Bidiford ,  as  above,  was  likewife  a 
Gift ;  but  was,  as  they  fay,  raifed  by  Collections  among 
the  Clergy,  by  Grant  of  Indulgences,  and  the  like 
Church  Management :  however,  both  the  Towns  are 
infinitely  obliged  to  the  Benefactors ;  and  we  wifh  no 
worfe  Ufe  had  ever  been  made  of  Superftition. 

Behind  Bidiford ,  as  we  come  from  Launcejlon ,  are 
feveral  good  Towns;  tho*  I  obferved,  that  the  Coun¬ 
try  was  wild  and  barren  ;  as  Baviflock,  B crrington, 
be. 

Taviftock  returns  Two  Members  to  Parliament.  It  is 
fituated  on  the  Bavy,  among  Springs,  and  is  a  large 
Town,  pretty  well  built.  The  Abbat  of  this  Place  fat 
in  Parliament;  built  a  Church  of  126  Yards  long,  fpa- 
cions  Cloifters,  and  a  Chapter-houfe,  with  36  Stalls, 
which  are  all  now  deftroyed. 

The  Town  o xBorrington  is  fituated  on  the  fame  Ri¬ 
ver  that  Bidiford  Rands  upon.  It  has  a  large  fpacious 
Church,  with  a  Library  in  it;  and  was,  for  forae 
time,  the  Refidence  of  Margaret ,  the  Mother  of 
Henry  VII. 

Another  Town  in  this  Part  of  the  Country  is  Oke- 
hampton ,  vulgarly  Okington ,  a  good  Market  and  Bo¬ 
rough-town,  governed  by  Eight  principal  Burgefles, 
and  as  many  Ailiftants.  It  is  a  manufacturing  Town, 
as  all  the  1  owns  this  W" ay  now  are,  and  pretty  rich  ; 
but  in  the  Records  of  Antiquity  it  appears  to  have  been 
much  more  confiderable  than  it  is  now,  having  92 
Knights  Fees  belonging  to  it.  This  Town  returns 
Two  Members  to  Parliaments. 

A  little  above  Bar njl able ,  N.  E.  upon  the  Coaft, 
Rands  a  noted  Market  and  Port-town,  called  Ilford- 
comb,  a  P^ace  of  good  Trade,  populous,  and  rich; 
which  is  owing  to  its  having  a  very  good  Harbour 

and 


Devon.  Great  Britain.  13 

and  Road  for  Ship?,  which  affords  a  fafe  Shelter  for 
Veflels  from  Ireland ,  when  in  bad  Weather  they  can¬ 
not,  without  the  extremeft  Hazard,  run  into  the 
Mouth  of  the  Taw,  which  they  call  Barnflable  Wa¬ 
ter  ;  and  this  is  one  Reafon,  that  the  Merchants  at 
Barnflable  do  much  of  their  Bufinefs  at  this  Port  of 
Jlfordcomb. 

The  Harbour  of  this  Town  was  maintained  for¬ 
merly  at  the  private  Expence  of  the  Anceftors  of  Sir 
Bourchier  IVray ,  Bart.  Lord  of  the  Manor  ;  and  the 
Quay  or  Pier  of  it  contains  in  Length  upwards  of 
850  Feet,  and  in  Height  upwrards  of  40  ;  and  the 
Warp-houfe,  Light-houfe,  Pilot-boats,  and  Tow¬ 
boats,  belonging  to  the  Port,  were  at  firft  founded  and 
buip,  and  conftanfly  repaired  and  maintained,  by  that 
worthy  Family,  without  any  Afliftance,  but  fome  fmaff 
Acknowlegements  paid  to  them  as  Lords  of  the  Ma¬ 
nor.  But  by  Length  of  Time,  and  Violence  of  the 
Sea,  the  Quay  was  very  much  funk  and  impair’d;  the 
Warp  and  Warp-houfe,  by  long  Ufage,  were  gone  to 
Decay ;  and  the  Boats  for  Piloting  and  Towing  were 
much  out  of  Repair ;  and  the  fmall  Duties  and  Ac- 
knowlegements  to  Sir  Bourchier  finking,  and  being  fre¬ 
quently  unpaid;  to  remedy  all  thefe  Evils,  an  Aft 
paffed  Anno  1731.  George  II.  for  repairing,  and  keep¬ 
ing  in  Repair,  and  inlarging  the  Piers  and  Harbour,  and 
for  the  Support  of  the  Light  and  Light-houfe,  the  W arp 
and  Warp-houfe,  and  the  Pilot  and  Towing- boats,  as 
above-mentioned  :  fo  that,  by  this  means,  the  Har 
bour  of  Ilfordcomb  is  likely  to  continue  the  ufeful  and 
convenient  Port  it  has  been  for  fomany  Vears  paft,  to 
the  End  of  Time. 

Antiquity  tells  us  long  Stories  of  the  Danes  landing 
on  this  Ccaft  ;  of  Hubba ,  the  Danifb  King,  being  llain 
at  Kennith  Caflle,  between  this  Place  and  the  Mouth 
of  the  law  and  Towridge  ;  and  that  the  Place  was 
called  Hubbejlow ,  from  his  being  buried  there:  but  I 
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could  not  hear  either  of  this  CafUe,  or  Burial-place,  or 
fo  much  as  the  Ruins  of  them. 

The  Sea-Coaft  in  this  County  runs  a  little  farther 
Eaft  by  North  ;  but  nothing  of  Moment  is  to  be  feen 
there,  excepting  Fifhing-towm,  and  little  Creeks,  on 
which  is  one  Market- town  ;  viz.  Combernerton. 

Leaving  the  Coaft  in  our  Journey  Southward,  we 
came  to  the  great  R  ver  Ex  or  Ifca ,  which  rifes  in 
the  Hills  on  the  North  Side  of  the  County,  and,  like 
the  Tamar ,  begins  within  Four  or  Five  Miles  of  the 
Severn  Sea.  The  Country  it  rifes  in  is  called  Exmore : 
Camden  fays  it  is  a  filthy,  barren  Ground  ;  and  indeed 
fo  it  is:  but  as  foon  as  the  Ex  comes  off  from  the 
Moors,  and  hilly  Country,  and  defcends  into  the  lower 
Grounds,  we  found  an  Alteration;  for  then  we  faw  Be - 
vonfnire  in  its  other  Countenance,  cultivated,  populous, 
and  fruitful ;  and  continuing  fo  till  we  came  to  Tiverton, 

Next  to  Exeter ,  Tiverton  is  the  greateft  manufa¬ 
cturing  Town  in  the  County;  and,  of  all  the  inland 
Towns,  is  likewife  next  to  it  in  Wealth,  and  Num¬ 
ber  of  People :  it^  fhands  on  the  River  Ex,  and  has 
over  it  an  old  Stone  Bridge,  with  another  over  the 
little  River  Loman ,  which  immediately  after  falls  into 
the  Ex  juft  below  the  Town.  Antiquity  fays,  before 
thofe  Bridges  were  built,  there  were  Two  Fords  here 
one  thro’  each  River  ;  and  that  the  Town  was  from 
thence  called  Twyfordton ,  that  is,  the  Town  upon  the 
Two  Fords  ;  and  fo,  by  abbreviating  the  Sounds,  Twy* 
for  ton,  then  diver  ton. 

This  Town  has  been  a  remarkable  Sufferer  by  Fue  ; 
for  in  the  Year  1598.  April  3.  it  was  confumed  on  a 
fudden;  Aug .  5.  1612.  it  was  again  burnt  down  ;  and 
July  5-  1 7 3 1  *  another  dreadful  Fire  deftroyed  there  200 
of  the  heft  Houfes. 

An  AH  paffed  on  this  fad  Occafion,  Anno  r  732.  for 
the  more  eafy  rebuilding  the  Town,  and  determining 
Differences  on  that  Account ;  and  it  injoins,  that  the 
new-built  Houfes  fhall  be  covered  with  Lead,  Slate, 
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or  Tile,  and  not  Thatch;  that  perilous  Trades  fliall 
not  be  exercifed  in  public  Streets ;  that  no  Stacks  of 
Hay,  Straw,  Corn,  &c.  (hall  be  ereHed  at  or  near 
the  public  Parts  of  the  Town  ;  that  Fire-Engines  may 
be  bought  by  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  ;  that  the 
Houfes  may  be  demolifhed  to  ftop  any  future  Fire ; 
that  the  Streets  and  Paffages  of  the  Town  may  be  in- 
larged,  and  particular  Houfes  pulled  down  for  that 
Purpofe  ;  with  other  ufeful  Provifions. 

An  AH  alfo  palled  Anno  1733.  for  making  a  Chapel, 
built  by  the  Subfcription  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Tiverton , 
a  perpetual  Cure;  and  for  providing  a  Maintenance  for 
the  Minifters  who  (hall  officiate  in  it  :  for,  as  the  Pre¬ 
amble  to  the  AH  obferves,  the  Parifh-church  was  not 
near  capacious  enough  to  receive  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Parifn.  The  late  Sir  William  Wyndham  was  a  great 
Encourager  and  Promoter  of  this  new  Chapel,  at  its 
fir  ft  EreHion. 

But  the  Beauty  of  Tiverton  is  the  Free-fchool,  at 
the  Eaft  Entrance  into  the  Town,  a  noble  Building, 
but  a  much  ffiohler  Foundation.  It  was  ereHed  by 
one  Peter  Bhmd'el ,  a  Clothier,  and  a  Lover  of  Learn¬ 
ing;  who  ufed  the  Saying  of  William  of  Wickham  to  the 
King,  when  he  founded  the  Royal  School  at  Win* 
chejler ;  viz .  <c  That  if  he  was  not  himfelf  a  Scholar, 
“  he  would  be  the  Occafion  of  making  more  Scbo- 
<5  lars  than  any  Scholar  in  England ;”  to  which  End 
he  founded  this  School.  He  has  endowed  it  fo  libe¬ 
rally,  that,  I  was  told,  the  Schoolmafter  has,  at  leaft, 
60  Pounds  per  Annum ,  befidcs  a  very  good  Houfe  to 
live  in,  and  the  Advantage  of  Scholars  not  on  the 
Foundation;  and  that  the  LTfher  has  in  Proportion. 
To  th  is  the  generous  Founder  added  Two  Fellowfhips, 
and  Two  Scbolarfhips,  for  which  he  gave  the  Mainte¬ 
nance  to  Sydney  College  in  Cambridge  ;  and  one  Fellow - 
ihip,  and  Two  Scbolarfhips,  to  Baliol  College  in  Ox¬ 
ford :  all  which  are  appointed  for  the  Scholars  bred  up 
in  this  School. 
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As  this  is  the  chief  Nurfery  of  almoft  all  the  young 
Gentry  of  thefe  Weftern  Parts,  the  Profit  arifing  to 
the  Mailer  from  Boarders,  and  the  liberal  BenefaCHons 
of  the  Parents,  added  to  the  Salary  before- mentioned, 
render  it  a  Preferment  fuitable  to  a  Man  of  the  heft 
Parts  and  Learning:  and  as  the  Truftees  are  Gentle¬ 
men  of  great  Honour,  it  is  generally  difpofed  of  to  the 
moil  worthy  Candidate. 

The  great  Number  of  Gentlemens  Sons  fent  hither 
for  their  Education,  as  I  have  hinted,  is  no  fmall  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  Town  likewife:  and  this,  joined  with 
the  briik  Trade  carried  on  here,  renders  it  fo  fiouriih- 
irig,  that  notwithftanding  the  Calamity  it  underwent 
by  the  Fire  in  1751.  which  almoft  totally  confumed  if, 
it  is  already  very  elegantly  rebuilt ;  and  carries  very  few 
other  Marks  of  this  Devaluation,  than  the  Magnificence 
and  Beauty  of  the  new  Structures. 

As  this  is  a  manufacturing  Country,  we  found  the 
People  here  all  fully  employed,  and  very  few,  if  any, 
out  of  Work.  Tiverton  returns  Two  Members  to  Par¬ 
liament. 

From  this  Town  there  is  little  belonging  to  Devon - 
Jhire  but  what  has  been  fpoken  of,  except  what  l'es  in 
the  Road  to  Taunton ,  which  we  took  next,  where  we 
meet  with  the  River  Columb ,  which  rifes  alfo  in  the  ut- 
mofl  Limits  of  the  County  towards  Somerfetfhire ,  and 
gives  Name  to  fo  many  Towns  on  its  Banks,  that  it 
leaves  no  room  to  doubt  of  its  own  Name  being  right: 
fuch  are  Columb- David' s,  Uf< 'columb ,  Columbjlock ,  and 
Celumhton\  the  laft  is  a  Market- town,  and  they  are  all, 
full  of  Manufactures  depending  much  011  the  Mafter- 
manufaCturers  of  Tiverton. 

Before  we  leave  Devon/hire,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to 
take  Notice  of  Lundy Bland,  which  is  Part  of  the  County, 
and,  tho’  50  Miles  from  Devanjhire ,  North- weftward, 
is  much  more  remote  from  any  other  Continent.  ’Tis 
but  Five  Miles  long,  andTwoFroad  ;  but  fo  furrounded 
with  inaccefilble  Rocks,  that  there  is  but  one  fmall 
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Entrance  into  it,  where  Two  Men  can  fcarce  go  abreaft. 
Tho’  this  Ifland  lies  fo  far  in  the  Sea,  it  has  the  Advan- 
:  tage  of  feveral  Springs  of  freih  Water. 

With  the  Town  of  "Tiverton  we  leave  the  County  of 
Devon ,  and,  entering  Somerfetjhire ,  have  really  a  View 
of  a  different  Country  from  Devonfhire :  for  at  Welling¬ 
ton,  the  firft  Town  we  came  to  in  Somerfetjhire ,  tho* 
partly  employed  in  Manufacturing  too,  we  were  im¬ 
mediately  furrounded  with  Beggars,  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that  we  had  fome  Difficulty  to  keep  them  from  under 
our  Horfes  Heels.  I  was  aftoniifh’d  at  fuch  a  Sight,  in 
a  Country  where  the  People  were  fo  generally  full  of 
Work;  for  in  Cornwall ,  where  there  are  hardly  any 
Manufacturers,  and  abundance  of  Poor,  we  never  found 
any  like  this. 

Wellington  is  a  low  dirty  Place,  and  is  only  remark¬ 
able  for  having  been  the  Place  of  Refidence  of  the 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  Popham ,  in  the  Reigns  of  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  and  K.  fames  I.  who  was  buried  here.  They 
talk  much  of  one  Salkeld ,  w7ho  was  converted  from 
Popery  by  King  fames  I.  and  made  Minifter  of  this 
Place.  He  called  himfelf,  in  Compliment  to  the  King, 
The  Royal  Convert ;  who,  in  return,  complimented  him 
with  the  Title  of  the  Learned  Salkeld ;  which,  by-the- 
bye,  reflected  no  bad  Compliment  on  himfelf,  for 
having  converted  a  learned  Man. 

The  County  of  Somerfet  joins  to  the  North-eaft  Part 
'of  Devonftjire ,  and  takes  its.  Name  from  the  Briiifh 
Word  Cladyr  Haf  which  fignifies  Summer- country  ; 
and  fo  the  W eljh  call  it  in  their  Language  to  this  Day. 
I  touch’d  only  upon  one  Point  of  the  County  in  my 
laft,  as  I  went  Weft  ward.  The  whole  County  is 
worth  a  more  particular  Account  than  can  be  given 
within  the  Space  of  a  Letter. 

From  Wellington  we  came  to  Taunton ,  leaving 
Blackdown  Hills  on  our  Right,  and  llminjler  behind 
them  Southward,,  a  Market- town,  famed  for  its  very 

good 
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good  Church,  and  a  (lately  Monument  er:£ted  in  it  to 
Nicolas  IVadham ,  and  Dorothy  bis  Wife,  Founders 
of  Wadham  College,  Ox  on. 

Near  LZ aunton  lies  that  rich  Track  of  Ground,  vul¬ 
garly  called  Taunton- Dean :  this  large,  wealthy,  and 
very  populous  Town,  takes  its  Name  from  the  River 
Tone,  whereon  it  is  fituated.  One  of  the  chief  Manu¬ 
facturers  here  told  us,  that  there  was  at  that  time  fo 
good  a  Trade  in  the  Town,  that  they  had  i  too  Looms 
go:ng  for  the  weaving  of  Sagathies,  Duroys,  and  fuch 
kind  of  Stuffs ;  and  that  notone  ofthofe  Looms  wanted 
Work.  He  added,  that  there  was  not  a  Child  in  the 
1  own,  or  in  the  Villages  round  it,  of  above  Five 
Years  old,  but,  if  it  was  not  neg'edled  by  its  Parents, 
and  untaught,  could  earn  its  own  Bread.  This  was 
what  I  never  met  with  in  any  Place  in  England ,  except 
at  CokheJler  in  Effete, 

The  Election  of  Members  here,  is  by  thofe  whom 
they  call  Pot- Walloners,  that  is  to  fay,  every  Inhabitant, 
whether  Houfekeeper  or  Lodger,  who  dreffes  hjj&ewn 
Victuals  :  to  make  out  which,  feveral  Inmates  or  Lodg¬ 
ers  will,  fome  little  time  before  theEle£Iion,  bring  out 
their  Pots,  and  make  Fires  in  the  Street,  and  boil  their 
V  Meals  in  _the  Sight  of  their  Neighbours,  that  their 
Votes  may  not  be  called  in  Queftion. 

There  are  Two  large  PariQi-churches  in  this  Town, 
and  Two  or  Three  Meeting-  houfes,  one  of  which  is 
(aid  to  be  the  largeff  in  the  County.  The  Inhabitants 
have  been  noted  for  Diffenters,  principally  ;  for  Taunton 
was  always  counted  a  Seminary,  for  fuch.  They  fuf- 
fered  much  in  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  Rebellion,  but 
paid  King  James  home  for  the  Cruelty  exercifed  by 
Jefferies  among  them  :  for  when  the  Prince  of  Orange 
tUiiv  d,  the  whole  I  own  ran  in  to  him,  with  fo  uni- 
verfal  a  Joy ,  that  it  was  thought,  if  he  had  wanted  it, 
he  might  have  rais’d  a  little  Army  there,  and  in  the 
adjacent  Part  of  the  Country. 

I  here  is  a  kind  of  College,  or  Academy,  for  tire 

Diffenters, 
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D [(Tenters,  in  this  Town  ;  and  it  is  by  far  the  greateft: 

I  Town  in  all  this  Part  of  the  Country. 

From  Taunton  we  went  North,  to  take  a  View  of  the 
Coaft.  Exmore ,  of  which  mention  was  made  above, 
where  the  Rive  Ex  riles,  lies  in  the  Way,  Part  of  it  in 
this  County,  and  extending  to  the  Sea-Tide  :  it  gives, 
indeed,  but  a  melancholy  View,  being  a  vaft  l  rack  of 
barren  and  defolate  Lands;  yet  on  the  Coalf  there  are 
fome  very  good  Sea- ports. 

Porlock ,  on  the  utmoft  Extent  of  the  County,  has 
but  a  fmall  Harbour  ;  nor  has  it  any  thing  of  Trade. 

Bat  Minehead ,  the  fafeft  Harbour  on  this  Side,  is 
a  fine  Port  :  no  Ship  is  fo  big,  but  it  may  come  in  ; 
and  no  Weather  fo  bad,  but  the  Ships  are  fafe  when 
they  are  in  :  and  they  told  me,  that  in  the  great  Storm, 
Anno  1703.  when  the  Ships  were  blown  on  Shore, 
wreck’d,  and  loft,  in  every  Harbour  of  the  County, 
they  fufferecl  little  or  no  Damage  in  this.  * 

The  Trade  of  this  Town  lies  chiefly  with  Ireland , 
and  this  was,  for  many  Years,  the  chief  Port  in  the  Is 
Parts,  where  W qo!  from  Ireland  was  allowed  to  be  im¬ 
ported  ;  but  that  Liberty  is  fince  inlarged  to  feveral 
other  Ports,  by  A6t  of  Parliament. 

The  Town  returns  Two  Members  to  Parliament.  It 
is  well-built,  full  of  rich  Merchants,  and  has  fome 
Trade  alio  to  Virginia,  and  the  Weft -Indies,  1  hey  cor- 
refponci  much  with  the  Merchants  of  Barnftable  and 
Briftol ,  in  their  foreign  Trade.  What  has  greatly 
contributed  to  the  Improvement  of  Minehead ,  was  an 
Act  pafs’d  in  the  12th  and  13th  Year  of  the  late 
King  William's  Reign,  which  was  continued  by  an 
Act  of  the  10th  of  the  late  Queen  Anne ,  For  recover¬ 
ing,  fecuring,  and  keeping  in  Repair,  the  Harbour  of 
Minehead.  And  now,  fo  lately  as  in  the  Seffion  1737-8. 
another  Adit  pafs’d,  For  further  continuing  the  X  erms 
and  Powers  of  the  Two  former  Adts,  for  the  bringing 
to  Effedt  the  fame  laudable  Purpofes  :  in  purfuance  of 
>vhicb,  a  new  Head  has  been  built,  the  Beach  clear’d, 
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and  a  great  Progrefs  made  in  the  Piers,  and  defigned 
Works. 

From  hence  the  Coaft  bears  back  Eaft  to  IVatchet ,  a 
fmall  Port  of  late  Years,  tho*  formerly  much  more 
confiderable ;  for  it  had  given  Place  to  Mlnehead ,  tho’ 
now  it  is  in  a  much  better  Condition  than  it  us’d  to  be 
in  :  and  this  it  owes  to  Two  A£fs  of  Parliament  5  one 
pafsY  in  the  6th  Year  of  the  late  Qjeen  Anne,  For  re¬ 
pairing  of  its  Quay  and  Harbour  5  and  the  other  in  the 
10th.  But  when  the  Works  defignM  were  near  com¬ 
pleted,  it  was  found,  that  the  Quay  was  built  much 
too  low,  and  not  extended  to  a  Efficient  Length  to 
preferve  the  Town,  and  the  Ships  and  Veffels  riding 
in  the  Harbour,  from  the  Violence  of  the  Sea  :  where¬ 
upon,  another  A£f  paffed,  in  the  7th  of  King  George  I. 
Por  continuing  the  Duties  laid  by  the  former  APIs, 
and  remedying  the  Inconveniencies  before-mentionY. 

It  feems  to  me,  that  the  Town  of  Mmehead  rofe 
out  of  the  Decay  of  the  Towns  of  P  or  lock  and  Wat¬ 
ch  et. 

On  this  Coafl  are  vaft  Quantities  of  Rock,  or  ra¬ 
ther  Pebble,  which  the  Sea,  at  low  Water,  leaves  un¬ 
covered  ;  from  whence  the  neighbouring  Inhabitants 
fetch  them  on  Shore  to  an  higher  Ground,  and  burn 
them  into  Lime,  for  dreffing  their  Land  :  but  it  is 
more  efpecially  ufeful  in  Building  ;  for  that  no  Cement 
whatfoever  is  more  lafting  for  Jets  d'Eaux ,  Heads, 
Piers,  and  other  Mafonry,  that  is  to  lie  under  Water; 
in  which  Pofitiou  it  runs  up  to  a  Stone  as  hard  as 
Marble,  and  is  fcarce  to  be  beaten  abroad.  The  Cliffs 
are  ftor’d  with  Altbafter,  which,  by  the  Wafh  of  the 
Sea,  falls  down,  and  is  conveyed  from  hence  to  Brt - 
pi,  and  other  Places  on  this  Shore,  in  great  Plen¬ 
ty.  Neither  fhould  it  be  omitted,  that  the  Inhabit¬ 
ants  burn  great  Quantities  of  Sea-weed,  to  fupply  the 
Glafs- makers  at  BrifloL 

Walking  on  the  Beach  near  IVatchet ,  I  difcover’d 
among  the  large  Gravel  great  Numbers  of  Stones,  flu¬ 
ted 
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sd  in  Imitation  of  the  Shells  of  Fifties,  of  all  Kinds, 
/[any  of  the  flat  kind  are  double,  and  curioufly  tallied 
ne  in  another,  which  may,  by  a  violent  Stroke,  be 
iparated.  How  to  account  for  the  vaft  Variety  to  be 
3und  here  of  this  Sport  of  Nature,  I  know  not :  fome 
have  feen  as  broad  as  a  Pewter-difh,  and  again  others 
10  bigger  than  a  Pepper-corn ;  but  in  all  of  them  the 
'lutings  are  regular;  fome  like  the  Efcalop,  in  Rays 
rom  a  Centre;  others  like  the  Periwinkle,  in  fpira! 
l,ines :  in  thefe,  and  all  other  Forms,  they  lie  here  In 
;reat  Plenty. 

ghiantcck  is  an  high  Down  in  the  Neighborhood  ; 
rom  whence,  befides  the  Two  little  Iflands  called  the 
heep- Holms,  and  the  Flat-Holms ,  and  an  extenfive 
l/iewof  the  Chanel,  I  had  a  fair  and  diftindl  Profpedf 
»f  the  IVelJhQoaft)  for  many  Leagues  in  Length. 

From  hence  the  winding  Shore  brings  us  to  Bridg - 
vater :  this  is  an  antient  and  very  confiderable  Town 
nd  Port.  It  flands  at  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Par - 
at ,  or  Perrot ,  which  comes  from  the  South,  after 
laving  received  the  River  Tone  from  the  Weft,  which 
5  made  navigable  up  to  within  a  few  Miles  of  Taunton 
v  a  very  fine  new  Chanel  cut  at  the  Expence  of  the 
'eople  of  Taunton ,  and  which,  by  the  Navigation  of 

I:,  is  nfinitely  advantageous  to  that  Town,  and  well 
/orth  all  their  Expence  ;  firft,  by  bringing  up  Coals, 
/hich  are  brought  from  Swanzy  in  Wales  by  Sea  to 
Bridgwater ,  and  thence  by  Barges  up  this  River  to  Tann¬ 
in  ;  next,  for  bringing  all  heavy  Goods  and  Merchan- 
izes  from  Brijlol ;  fuch  as  Iron,  Lead,  Oil,  Wine, 
lemp,  Flax,  Pitch,  Tar,  Grocery,  Dye- fluffs,  and  the 
ke. 

This  Town  of  Bridgwater  fends  Two  Members  to 
'arliament.  It  is  a  populous,  trading  Town,  well-built, 
nd  as  well  inhabited  ;  having  many  Families  of  good 
aftiion  dwelling  in  it,  befides  Merchants.  The  fa¬ 
ll  ous  Admiral  Blake>  who  under  the  Commonwealth 
I  fo 

I 
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fo  much  exalted  the  Glory  of  the  Englijh  maritime 
Force,  was  a  Native  of  this  1  own. 

T  his  Town  was  regularly  fortified  in  the  late  Civil 
Wars,  and  fuftained  more  than  one  Siege.  The  Situa¬ 
tion  of  it  renders  it  eafy  to  be  fortified,  the  River  and 
Haven  taking  one  chief  Part  of  the  Circumference. 
Over  the  River  they  have  a  very  good  Bridge  of  Stone; 
and  the  Tide  rifes  here,  at  High-water,  near  Six  Fa¬ 
thoms,  and  fometimes  flows  in  with  fuch  Impetuofity, 
that  it  comes  Two  Fathoms  deep  at  a  time  ;  and  when 
it  does  fo,  unawares,  it  often  occafions  great  Damage 
to  Ships,  driving  them  foul  of  one  another,  and  fre¬ 
quently  overfets  them.  This  fudden  Rage  of  the  Tide 
is  called  the  Boar ,  and  is  frequent  in  all  the  Rivers  of 
this  Chanel,  efpecially  in  the  Severn :  his  alfo  known 
in  the  North,  particularly  in  the  Trent ,  and  the  Oufe9 
at  their  Entrance  into  the  Humber ,  at  BriJloU  and  in 
feveral  other  Places. 

There  is  in  Bridgwater ,  befides  a  very  large  Church, 
a  fine  Meeting-houfe,  built  fince  the  Toleration,  in 
which  his  remarkable,  that  they  have  an  advanced 
Seat  for  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  when  any  of  the 
Magiftrates  (hall  be  of  their  Communion,  as  fome¬ 
times  has  happened.  Here  alfo  is  a  College,  or  private 
Academy,  for  the  Dili  enters  to  breed  up  their  preach¬ 
ing  Youth. 

From  Bridgivater  is  a  Road  to  Briftol ,  which  they 
call  the  Lower-way  ;  the  Upper-way ,  which  is  the  more 
frequented  Road,  being  over  Mehdip  Hills.  This 
Lower-way  is  not  always  pafTahle,  being  fubjecR  to 
Floods,  and  dangerous  Inundations.  All  this  Part  of  the 
Country,  viz.  between  Bridgwater  and  the  Sea,  and 
on  Northward  upon  the  Coaft,  lies  low,  and  is  wholly 
employed  in  feeding  of  Black  Cattle,  which  they  bring 
out  of  the  Weft  Part  of  Devon ,  and  the  neighbouring 
Borders  of  Cornwall \  where  the  fineft  are  bred ; 
for  as  to  thofe  few  bred  in  ’thefe  low  Lands,  they  are 
very  heavy,  fluggifh,  and  unfhapely ;  and  the  Beef 
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lb  ft  and  fpongy,  fuch  as  they  feldom  or  never  drive  to 
London  Markets.  Indeed,  they  breed  a  great  many 
Colts;  but  then  they  too  muft  be  tranfplanted  very 
young,  into  a  dry,  healthy  Soil ;  for  his  very  difficult 
ko  find  an  Horfe  of  their  own  Breed  fit  for  any  thing 
but  a  Drudge.  The  Moors,  or  Marlh-grounds,  which 
are  a-lfo  employ’d  in  the  fame  way,  extend  themfelves 
up  the  Rivers  Perrot  and  Ivil,  into  the  Heart  of  the 
County  ;  of  which  in  its  Place. 

Brent-Knowh  is  a  rifing  Hill  in  the  fiat  Country,  the 
Midway  between  Bridgwater  and  A  abridge ;  commands 
a  Profpedi  over  the  Mouth  of  th c  Severn,  and  the  County 
of  Monmouth ,  into  Glamor ganjhire,  W eft  ;  over  Men - 
dip  Hills,  and  beyond  them,  North;  a  full  Profpeft  of 
Wells ,  and  Glafl anbury ,  and  far  beyond  them,  Eaft  ;  and 
Bridgwater  and  Hants  towards  the  South. 

This  low  Part,  between  Bridgwater  and  Briflol , 
fuffered  exceedingly  in  that  terrible  Inundation  of  the 
Sea,  which  was  occafioned  by  the  great  Storm,  Anno 
1703.  and  the  Country-people  have  let  up  Marks  upon  . 
their  Houfes  and  Trees,  with  this  Note  upon  them, 
Abus  high  the  IVators  came  in  the  great  Storm  ;  Thus 
far  the  great  Tide  flowed  up  in  the  laft  violent  Tempejl  ; 
:and  the  like. 

In  one  Place  they  fhewed  us  where  a  Ship  was  dri¬ 
ven  up  upon  the  Shore,  fevend  hundred  Yards  from 
the  ordinary  High-water  Mark,  and  left  upon.diy 

Land. 

As  the  low  Part  is  thus  employed  in  grazing  and  feed¬ 
ing  Cattle,  fo  all  the  reft  of  this  large-extended  County 
is  employed  in  the  Woollen  Manufacture,  and  in  the 
heft  and  moft  profitable  Part  of  it ;  viz. 

In  Taunton, 

The  Serges,  Druggets,  CV.  and  feveral  other  Kinds 
of  Stuffs. 

In  Wells,  Shepton,  Glaftonbury,  &c. 

Knitting  of  Stockens,  principally  for  the  Spanijh 
Trade.  In 
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In  Briftol,  and  many  Towns  on  that  Side , 

Druggets,  Cantaloons,  and  other  Stuffs. 

In  Froom,  Philips-Norton,  and  all  the  Country  border¬ 
ing  upon  Wiltfhire, 

Fine  Spanijh  Medley  Cloths,  efpecially  on  that  Part 
of  the  County  from  Wincaunton ,  and  Meer ,  to  War - 
minfter. ,  Bruton ,  Cajilecary ,  Temple-comb ,  down  to 
Gillingham  and  Shaft  efbury,  in  Dorfetjhire . 

Thefe  fine  Spanifh  Medley- cloths  are  the  mix’d  co¬ 
lour’d  Cloths,  which  all  the  Perfons  of  Fafhion  in 
England  wear.  There  are  vaft  Quantities  of  thefe  ex¬ 
ported  to  all  Parts  of  Europe ;  and  it  is  fo  very  confi- 
derable  a  T rade,  and  of  fo  vaft  an  Advantage  to  Eng¬ 
land in  maintaining  and  fupporting  fo  many  poor  Fa¬ 
milies,  and  making  fo  many  rich  ones,  that  it  is  al- 
moft  impoffible  to  give  a  juft  Defer  ption  of  it :  the 
above  Sketch,  however,  may  ferve  as  an  Introduction 
to  it.  But  I  fhall  add  a  little  more  concerning  this 
County ;  and  upon  my  entering  into  the  North-weft 
and  Weft  Parts  of  IViltJhire,  where  the  Centre  of  this 
Prodigy  of  a  Trade  is,  I  fhall  fum  it  all  up  together, 
and  fhew  you  the  Extent  of  Land  which  it  fpreads  itfelf 
upon  ;  and  then  give  you  fome  Idea,  as  well  of  the  vaft 
Numbers  of  People  who  are  fuftained,  as  of  thofe  who 
are  enrich’d  by  \t. 

But  I  muft  firft  go  back  a  little  while  into  Somerfet- 
jhire:  The  Northern  Part  of  the  County  I  did  not  vifit 
in  this  Journey,  which,  as  I  hinted  before,  is  only  a 
Return  from  my  long  Travel  to  the  Land's-end :  in 
omitting  this  Part,  I,  ofcourfe,  leave  the  Two  Cities 
of  Brijlol  and  Bath ,  and  that  high  Part  of  the  County 
called  Mendip-hill  to  my  next  Weftern  Journey,  which 
will  include  all  the  Counties  due  Weft  from  London : 
for  thefe  now  fpoken  of,  tho’  ordinarily  called  the  Weft- 
country,  are  rather  South- weft  than  Weft. 

In  that  Part  of  the  Country  which  lies  Southward 
of  Taunton  and  Bridgwater ,  is  Langport ,  a  well  fre¬ 
quented 
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quented  Market-tov/n,  on  the  River  Parr,  which  is 
navigable  for  Barges  to  Briftol ,  and  cccafions  a  good 
Trade  here.  Eels  are  exceeding  plentiful  and  cheap 
here.  Near  this  Place  General  Fairfax  beat  up  the 
difcontented  Goring' s  Quarters,  and  intirely  defeated 
him. 

South  Petherton  is  a  Market-town  on  the  fame  River, 
famous,  of  old,  for  the  Palace  of  King  Ina,  but  now 
of  no  other  Note  than  for  an  annual  Fair,  which  lafb 
Five  Days,  in  June . 

From  hence  you  come  to  Yeovil ,  which  I  have  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  Vol.  I.  p.  331. 

Ivelchejler  is  a  Borough- town,  and,  as  its  Ruins 
fhew,  was  formerly  very  large;  and  encompafPd  with  a 
double  Wall,  and  had  Four  Churches,  It  has  now  a 
good  Bridge  over  the  Ivel ,  and  fends  Two  Members  to 
Parliament, 

Somerton  is  a  good  Market-town,  whence,  fome  fay, 
the  County  takes  its  Name.  It  was  antiently  very 
noted,  and  had  a  ftrong  Caftle,  in  which  John  King  of 
France  was  Prifoner.  Here  is  a  Fair  which  is  held  be¬ 
tween  Palm-Sunday  and  the  Middle  of  June. 

Milbourn  lies  on  the  Edge  of  Dorfetjhire :  it  is  very 
antient,  and  returns  Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

Camalet  is  a  noted  Place,  fituated.  on  the  highefb 
Ground  in  this  County,  on  the  Edge  of  Dorfetjhire ; 
its  vulgar  Name  is  'Cadbury  cajile,  from  the  Village  of 
North  Cadbury ,  wherein  it  Hands.  Hereabouts  rife 
the  Rivers  of  Somerfetjhire ,  which  run  into  the  Severn 
Sea  Weftward ;  and  that  in  Dorfet,  which  goes  Eaft- 
ward,  thro’  Siurminfler ,  into  the  Southern  Ocean.  It 
is  a  noble  Fortification  of  the  Romans .  The  Profpe£f 
is  woody,  and  very  pleafant ;  here- and -there  lofty  and 
fteep  Hillocks.  Roman  Coins,  in  great  Plenty,  have 
been  found  here,  and  in  all  the  Country  round.  The 
Entrance  is  guarded  with  Six  or  Seven  Ditches.  On 
the  North- fide,  in  the  Fourth  Ditch,  is  a  never-failing 
Spring,  call'd  King  Arthur’*  Well  5  over  it  they  have 
L.  IL  C  •  •  dug 
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dug  up  fquare  Stones,  Door-jambs  with  Hinges,  and 
lay  there  are  fuhterraneous  Vaults  thereabout.  The 
Church  and  Tower  of  Cadbury  is  fmall,  but  neatly 
built  of  Stone. 

At  Wine  aunt  on,  an  Urn  was  lately  found  full  o  {Roman 
Money:  Half  a  Peck  of  the  fame  Coin  was  dtfeovered  in 
inclofing  Ground,  toward  Beacon-a]h ,  a  little  above 
Sutton  ;  as  alfo  Patera's ,  a  Knife,  and  other  Antiqui- 
quities,  now  in  Lord  TVinchelfea  s  Cuftody :  in  parti¬ 
cular,  at  Long-Leat ,  in  Lord  Weymouth's  Library,  a 
Piece  of  Lead  weighing  50  Pounds,  One  Foot  Nine 
Inches  long,  Two  Inches  thick,  Three  and  an  half 
broad,  found  in  Lord  Fitzhar ding's  Grounds  near  Bru¬ 
ton  in  Somerfetjhire,  was  difeovered  by  digging  an  Hole 
to  fet  a  Gate-poft  in,  with  a  legible  Infcription. 

The  Road  from  hence  to  Glaftonbury  is  over  Rocks, 
and  Heads  of  Rivers ;  but  that  is  alleviated  by  the  many 
natural  Curiofities  fuch  Places  afford. 

Kyneton  Village,  for  half- a  Mile  together,  is  natu¬ 
rally  pav’d  with  One  fmooth  broad  Rock,  the  whole 
Length  of  the  Road ;  fo  that  it  looks  like  Ice. 

Croffing  the  Foffe  Road  at  Lyteford-.  you  enter  a  flat 
moorifli  Country,  full  of  artificial  Cuts  and  Drains. 
The  Afcent  to  the  Torr ,  which  overhangs  the  Town 
of  Glaftonbury,  is  very  difficult.  Upon  a  narrow  Creft 
of  the  Forty  which  is  much  the  higheft,  the  Abbat 
built  a  Church  to  St.  Michael ,  of  good  fquare  Stone. 
The  T  ower  is  left,  thp’  ruinous,  and  is  an  excellent 
Sea-mark.  It  probably  cofi:  more  to  raife  the  Stone 
to  this  Height,  than  to  eredl  the  Building.  Half  way 
up  is  a  Spring  :  it  is  certainly  higher  than  any  Ground 
within  Ten  Miles  of  the  Place.  In  the  times  of  Su- 
perftition  this  great  Monaftery  held  the  firfi:  Place  for 
Reputation  of  Sanclity. 

The  Inhabitants  will  have  it,  that  King  Arthur  was 
buried  here  ;  and,  as  a  Proof  thereof,  that  his  Coffin 
bad  been  found  in  this  Place ,  and  alfo,  that  Jofeph  of 
Arimathea  had  been  there,  and  that  when  he  had  fixed 

his 
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bis  StafF  in  the  Grouni,  which  was  on  Cbrlfhnas-day , 
it  immediately  took  Root,  budded,  put  forth  White¬ 
thorn-leaves,  and  the  next  Day  was  in  full  Bloflom, 
white  as  a  Sheet ;  and  that  the  Plant  is  preferved,  and 
blows  every  Chrif  mas-day ,  as  at  hrft,  to  this  very 
time. 

I  believe  the  Miracle  amounts  to  this;  viz.  That  a 
kind  of  White-thorn  grows  hereabout,  which,  in  a 
mild  Winter,  puts  forth  fame  BlofToms  about  Chrif - 
mas :  and  I  doubt  not,  but  fome  of  the  fame  kind  may 
be  found  at  other  Places,  if  any  Obfervations  were  made 
of  it.  But  this  Place  is  remarkable  for  many  other 
marvellous  Stones  recorded  by  the  Monks,  who  for¬ 
merly  poffefTed  it. 

As  to  the  Burial  of  King  Arthur ,  Mr.  Camden  makes 
no  doubt  of  it ;  and  gives  us,  from  Giraldus  Cambrenfis » 
an  Account  how  King  Henry  II .  caufed  Search  to  be 
made  for  his  Tomb  ;  and  before  the  Workmen  had  dug 
Seven  Feet  deep,  they  came  to  a  great  StGne,  having  a 
Crofs  of  Lead  on  the  Infide  of  it,  and  the  fubfequent 
Letters  or  Infcription  upon  it,  and  in  the  following  rude 
Character  ;  of  which  the  faid  Giraldus  Cambrenfis ,  Mr. 
Camden  fays,  was  an  Eye-witnefs,  as  well  as  of  a  Coffin  of 
hollow’d  Oak,  which  they  found  by  digging  Nine  Feet 
deeper  than  the  Infcription  ;  wherein  were  depofited  the 
Bones  of  that  great  Prince.  1  he  Infcription  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  ; 
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But  to  leave  thefe  more  difputable  Points  for  Mat¬ 
ters  of  greater  Certainty  :  it  is  not  doubted  but  King 
Ina  built  the  Church  of  Glajionbury ,  as  one  of  the  moil 
antient,  fo  the  moft  wealthy  and  magnificent,  loaded 
with  Rev  enues  by  the  Saxon ,  and  perhaps  the  Britijh 
Monarchs.  The  A'bbat  lived  in  little  lefs  State  than 
the  Royal  Donors.  He  could  from  the  Torr  fee  a  vaft: 

Track; 
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Track  of  this  rich  Land  in  his  ownPofTeffion,  and  Seven. 
Parks,  well  ftor’d  with  Deer,  belonging  to  the  Mona- 
ftery.  *Tis  wall’d  round,  and  embattled  like  a  Town, 
a  Mile  in  Compafs. 

When  I  was  laft  at  Glajlonbury ,  there  were  magni¬ 
ficent  Ruins;  but,  within  a  few  Years,  a  Prefbyterian 
Tenant  had  made  more  barbarous  Havock  there,  than 
had  been  fince  the  DifTolution :  for  every  Week  a  Pil¬ 
lar,  a  Buttrefs,  a  Window-jamb,  or  an  Angle  of  fine 
hewn  Stone,  was  fold  to  the  befi:  Bidder.  And  they 
were  actually  firipping  St.  JoJeph’s  Chapel  for  that 
Purpofe,  and  the  fquar’d  Stones  were  laid  up  by  Lots 
in  the  Abbat’s  Kitchen.  The  reft  goes  to  paving 
Yards,  and  Stalls  for  Cattle,  or  to  the  Highway.  So 
much  Dread,  indeed,  have  the  People  here  of  Found¬ 
ers  Curfes,  that  they  are  afraid  to  make  ufe  of  the 
Materials  for  Dwelling-houfes ;  and  are  full  of  Sto¬ 
ries  of  fad  Accidents  and  Judgments,  that  have  fallen 
upon  fuch  as  have;  but  venture  it  for  the  Highways, 
for  a  Town-houfe,  and  even  for  Barns  and  Stables  :  fo 
that,  as  one  obferves,  where  few  are  fo  hardy  asjto  ap* 
ply  them  to  their  particular  or  perfonal  Ufe,  a  public 
Building  (hall  be  erected,  where  all  come  in  [for  their 
Snack. 

The  Abbat’s  Lodging  was  a  fine  Stone  Building  ;  but 
could  not  content  the  juft-mention’d  Tenant,  who- 
pull’d  it  down,  and  out  of  it  built  a  new  Houfe, 
abfurdly  fetting  up  the  Arms  and  Cognizances  of  the 
great  Saxon  Kings  and  Princes,  who  were  Founders, 
and  of  the  Abbats,  over  his  own  Doors  and  Windows. 
Nothing  is  left  intire,  but  the  Kitchen,  a  judicious 
Piece  of  Architecture  ;  but  Tradition  fays,  that  this  is 
but  a  modern  Building:  for  the  Story  goes,  That  Whi¬ 
tings  the  laft  Abbat,  being  dealt  with  by  Henry  VIIL 
and  his  Cormorants,  for  a  Surrender,  and  bravely  re¬ 
futing  to  join  in  the  Sacrilege,  that  Prince  proceeded  to 
Menace*,  and  told  him,  he  would  “  burn  his  Kitchen 
44  about  his  Ears.”  To  which  he  return’d  Anfwer, 

C  3  that 
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that  cc  he  would  build  fuch  an  one  as  all  the  Timber 
“  in  the  Foreft  flnould  not  burn.”  And  accordingly,  as 
his  faid,  built  this  in  Defiance,  which  is  all  of  firm 
Stone,  Walls  and  Roof,'  having  nothing  combuftible 
in  it.  But  what  neither  Flattery  nor  Menaces  could 
offedd,  Tyranny  and  Murder  brought  about :  for  the 
Abbat  was  hang’d  on  St.  Michael’s  Tower,  juft  now 
mention’d,  on  the  Top  of  the  high  Hill  call’d  The 
Torr  j  thereby  accomplilhing  a  Prophecy  (astheTownf- 
mencall  it,  but  rather  occasioning  a  Saying  fince  fpread 
abroad),  that  A  Whiting  Jhould  Jwirn  over  Glafton- 
bury  Torr. 

The  Church  was  large  and  magnificent ;  the  Walls 
of  the  Choir  are  {landing,  25  Fathoms  long,  and  12 
broad  :  there  is  one  Jamb,  at  the  Eaft-end  of  the  high 
A  tar,  left. 

Hearabout  were  buried  King  Edgar ,  and  many  of 
the  Saxon  Monarchs,  whofe  noble  Afines  ought  to  have 
protedfed  the  Whole. 

Two  Pillars  of  the  great  Middle  Tower  are  left, 
next  the  Choir.  On  the  North-fide  is  St.  Mary's 
Chapel,  as  they  told  me ;  the  Roof  beat  down  by 
Violence,  and  a  mean  wooden  one  in  its  Place, 
thatch’d  with  Stubble,  to  make  it  ferve  as  a  Stable : 
the  Manger  lies  upon  the  Altar  and  Nich,  where  they 
put  the  Holy- water  ;  St.  Edgars  Chapel  is  oppofite  to 
it;  but  there  is  not  much  left  of  it  befides  the  Foun¬ 
dations.  The  prefent  Work  is  44  Paces  long,  and  36 
wide  without :  the  Roof  is  chiefly  wanting.  Two 
little  Turrets  are  at  the  Corners  of  the  Weft-end, 
and  Two  more  at  the  Interval  of  Four  Windows  from 
thence ;  which  feem  tq  indicate  the  Space  of  Ground 
the  Firft  Chapel  was  built  on  :  the  reft,  between  it  and 
the  Church,  was  a  kind  of  Antechapel.  Underneath 
was  a  Vauit,  now  full  of  Water,  the  Floor  of  the 
Chapel  being  beaten  down  into  it :  it  was  wrought  with 
great  Stones. 

Here  was  a  capacious  Receptacle  of  the  Dead.  They 

have 
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have  taken  up  many  leaden  Coffins,  and  melted  them 
into  Cifterns. 

The  Roof  of  the  Chapel  was  finely  arch’d  with  Rib- 
work  of  Stone  :  the  Sides  of  the  Walls  are  full  of  fmall 
Pillars  of  Suffix  Marble,  as  likewife  the  whole  Church  ; 
which  was  a  mean  Way  of  ornamenting,  in  thofe 
Times :  they  are  moftly  beaten  down.  Between  them 
the  Walls  are  painted  with  Pidlures  of  Saints,  as  ft  ill 
eafily  feen.  All  the  Walls  are  overgrown  with  Ivy, 
which  is  the  only  thing  here  in  a  flourifhing  Condition  ; 
every  thing  elfe  prefenting  a  moft  melancholy,  tho’ 
venerable  Afpedh  On  the  South-fide.tlie  Cloifters  was 
the  great  Hall. 

The  Townfmen  bought  the  Stones  of  the  Vaults 
underneath  to  build  a  forry  Market-houfe  ;  not  difcern- 
ing  the  Benefit  accruing  to  the  Town  from  the  great 
Concourfe  of  Strangers  purpofely  to  fee  this  Abbey, .. 
which  is  now  its  greateft  Trade,  as  formerly  its  only 
Support :  for  ’tis  in  a  moft  miferable  decaying  Condi¬ 
tion,  as  wholly  cut  off  from  the  large  Revenues  fpent 
among  them. 

There  are  many  other  Foundations  of  the  Buildings 
left  in  the  great  Area  ;  but,  in  the  prefent  Hands,  will 
foon  be  rooted  up,  and  the  very  Footftps  of  them  effa¬ 
ced,  which  fo  many  Ages  had  been  eredting. 

The  Abbat’s  Hall,  I  have  been  told,  was  curioufly 
wainfcoted  with  Oak,  and  painted  with  Coats  of  Arms 
in  every  Panel.  TheMorterof  thefe  Buildings  is  very 
good,  and  great  Rocks  of  the  Roof  of  the  Church  lie 
upon  the  Ground  ;  chiefly  confifting  of  Rubble- ftone 
untouch’d  by  the  fanatical  Deftroyers,  who  chiefly  work 
on  the  hewn  Stone  of  the  Outfide,  till  a  whole  Wall 
falls,  when  undermin’d  a  little. 

Throughout  the  Town  are  the  tatter’d  Remains  of 
Doors,  Windows,  Bafes,  Capitals  of  Pillars, 
brought  from  the  Abbey,  and  put  into  every  poor 
Cottage. 

In  the  Town  are  Two  Churches $  the  upper  an 

C  4  hand- 
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bandfome  Fabric,  with  a  fine  Tower  of  good  Defign, 
adorn’d  with  Figures  in  Niches.  The  George  Inn  is 
an  old  Stone  Building,  call’d  The  Abba! s  Inn ,  where 
chiefly  the  Pilgrims  were  lodged,  who  came  {broiling 
hither,  and  idling  their  time  away  for  Sandlity.  A 
Coat  of  Arms,  of  the  Kings  of  England ,  fupported 
ib.y  a  Lion  and  a  Bull,  is  over  the  Gate,  with  many 
Crofles.  There  was  a  Bed  of  large  Timber,  with 
imbofs’d  gilt  Panels,  which  feem’d  to  have  been  the 
Abbat’s. 

But  what  prom ifes,  in  feme  meafure,  to  reflore  this 
Place  to  its  former  Consideration,  is  the  Difcovery  very 
lately  made  of  its  falubrious  W aters.  4  The  Refbrt  to 
&  Glafionbury  on  this  Account  (fays a  Gentleman,  write- 
6  ing  to  his  Friend  on  the  Subject)  is  very  extraordinary. 

4  Some  of  the  Objedls  that  come  hither  for  Relief  are 
*  {hocking  beyond  Expreffion  ;  and  the  Cures  that  have 
4  been  already  performed  by  thefe  Waters,  are  amazing. 
‘I  dare  fay,  that  within  one  Month  ( Anno  1751.) 

6  there  have  been  near  Twenty  thoufand  People  to  drink 
‘  the  Waters  here.  The  chief  Refort  ufed  to  be  on  a 
4  Sunday,  which  was  owing  to  the  fuperfiitious Notion 
6  of  a  Man,  whole  Recovery  from  an  Afthma  by  drink- 
6  ing  thefe  Waters,  which  he  was  induced  to  by  a 
£  Dream,  firft  brought  them  into  Requeft.  The  In- 
c  habitants  of  Glafionbury  are  extremely  induftrious  to 
<  procure  Accommodations  for  all  who  come  hither. 
t  There  are  now  no  3efs  than  Seven  hundred  Lodgers 
4  in  or  near  Town.  Strangers  meet  with  kind  Treat- 
4  ment,  and  more  reafonable  Living  than  one  would 
4  imagine,  where  fuch  an  advantageous  Difcovery  has 
6  been  made.  The  Waters  are  very  agreeable  to  the 
*Tafte,  give  great  Spirits,  and  create  a  vaft  Appetite, 
‘and  are  certainly  the  greatell  Antifcorbutic  that  has 
‘ever  been  found. 

‘  The  Compofition  of  thefe  Waters  is  not  as  yet 
e  well  known :  Many  Experiments  have  been  tried, 
4  and  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  ftrongly  impregnated  with 
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c  Steel,  Alum,  and  Tome  other  Salts.  They  are  not  pur~ 
c  gative,  unlefs  in  Tome  Cafes 3  they  operate  chiefly  by 
c  Urine  and  Perfpiration.’ 

Four  Miles  from  Glaftonbury  lies  the  little  City  of 
Wells ,  where  is  One  of  the  neateft  Cathedrals  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  particularly,  the  Weft  Front  of  it,  which  is  a 
complete  Draught  of  Imagery,  as  well  as  very  ant  lent. 
It  was  built  (on  the  Site  of  the  old  one  founded  by 
King  lna )  by  Robert  de  Lewes ,  and  Joceline  de  Welles - 

The  Clofe,  or  Part  of  the  City  where  the  Bifbop?k 
Palace  is,  is  very  properly  call’d  fo  ;  for  it  is  wall’d  in, 
and  lock’d  up  like  a  little  Fortification,  and  has  a 
Mote  round  it.  The  dignified  Clergy  live  in  the  In- 
fide  of  it,  and  the  Prebendaries-  and  Canons  have  very 
agreeable  Dwellings.  Here  are  no  lefs  than  27  Pre¬ 
bendaries,  and  19  Canons,  befides  a  Dean,  a  Chan¬ 
cellor,  a  Precentor,  and  Three  Archdeacons  y  a  Num¬ 
ber  which  very  few  Cathedrals  in  England  have  befsdes0 
Bilhop  Thomas  de  Bekyngton*,  who  fat  here  in  1443;. 
built  the  beautiful  Palace-gate,  and  12  {lately  Stone 
Houfes.  Bifh op  Knight ,  and  Dean  JVoolman ,  made  the 
fine  arch’d  Fabric  in  the  Market-place,  now  call’d  the 
Crofs. 

The  County  is  the  Diocele,  which  was  inftituted  fn 
909.  by  King  Edward  the  elder,  and  contains  38.^ 
Parifihes ;  and  the  Archdeaconries  are  of  Wells ,  Bath 
and  Taunton. 

The  City  lies  juft  at  the  Foot  of  the  Mountains  call’d 
Mendip- hills ,  and  is  built  on  a  ftony  Foundation.  Its 
Manufacture  is  chiefly  of  Stockens,  as  has  been  faid  :: 
Ts  well-built,  and  populous.  It  was,  at  the  Requeft 
of  Bifhop  Welle  S’  before-  mention'd ,  made  a  free  Borough 
by  King  Henry  II.  which  was- confirmed  by  King  Johny 
who  granted  it  other  Privileges,  which  Queen.  Eliza¬ 
beth  ratified,  and  appointed  that  it  fhonld  be  governed 
by  a  Mayor,  Recorder,  7  Aldermen,  and  1 6  Com- 
mou-councilmen,.  The  Market-days  am  Wdnefday 
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and  Friday,  The  City  fends  Two  Members  to  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Near  this  City,  and  juft  under  the  Hills,  is  the  fa¬ 
mous  Wokey-HoJe ,  the  chief  Curio'fity  of  which  is 
frequently  found  in  all  fuch  fubterraneous  Caverns; 
that  the  Water,  dropping  from  the  Roof  of  the  Vault, 
petrifies,  and  hangs  in  long  Pieces  like  Icicles,  as  if  it 
would,  in  time,  turn  into  a  Column  to  fupport  the 
Arch. 

Not  far  from  hence  is  Sedgmore ,  a  watry  fplafhy 
Place,  and  famous  for  the  Defeat  of  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth . 

In  the  low  Country,  on  the  other  Side  Mendip 
Hills,  1  ies  Chedder ,  a  Village  pleafantly  fttuated  under 
the  very  Ridge  of  the  Mountains :  before  the  Village 
is  a  large  Green  or  Common,  on  which  all  the  Cows 
belonging  to  the  Town  fed  ;  the  Ground  is  exceeding 
rich,  and,  as  the  Inhabitants  are  Cowkeepers,  they 
take  care  to  maintain  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Soil,  by  agree¬ 
ing  to  lay  large  Quantities  of  Dung,  for  manuring  and 
enriching  the  Land. 

Several  Perfons  frequently  here  mix  their  Milk  to¬ 
gether,  which  often  weighs  an  hundred  Weight,  fome- 
timesmore;  and  is  fo  excellent,  that  the  Cheefe  is 
often  fold  from  6  d.  to  8  d.  per  Pound,  when  the 
Chejhb’e  Cheefe  is  fold  but  from  Two- pence  to  "I  wo- 
pence  Halfpeny. 

Here  is  a  deep  frightful  Chafm  in  the  Mountain,  in 
the  Hollow  of  which  the  Road  goes  toward  Briflol ; 
and  out  of  the  fame  Hollow  fp rings  a  little  Stream, 
which  is  fo  rapid,  that  it  is  laid  to  drive  12  M  ils, 
within  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  of  the  Spring  ;  but  it  muft 
be  fuppofed  to  fetch  fome  winding  Reaches  in  the  Way, 
otherwife  there  would  not  be  Room  for.  12  Mills  to 
ftand,  and  have  a  fufficient  Head  of  Water  to  each, 
within  fo  fmall  a  Space  of  Ground.  The  Water  oi 
this  Spring  grows  quickly  into  a  River,  which  runs 
down  into  the  Marfhes,  and  joins  another  little  River 

call’d 
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call’d  Axe,  about  Axbridge,  and  thence  into  the  Briftol 
Chanel,  or  Severn  Sea. 

I  muft  now  turn  Eaft,  and  South-eaft ;  for  I  re¬ 
solved  not  to  go  up  theHills  of  Mendip  at  all,  this  Jour¬ 
ney,  leaving  that  Part  to  another  Tour. 

Income  now  to  that  Part  of  the  County  which  joins 
to  Wiltjhire ,  which  I  referv’d,  in  particular,  to  this 
Place,  in  order  to  give  fame  Account  of  the  Broad¬ 
cloth  Manufacture,  which  I  fevefal  times  mentioned 
before,  and  which  is  carried  on  here,  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
as  to  deferve  a  Place  in  all  the  Defcriptions  or  Hiftories 
which  fhall  be  given  of  this  Country. 

As  toe  Eaft  and  South  Parts  of  JViltJhire  are  all  hilly, 
fpreading  ihemfelves  far  and  wide  in  Plains,  and  graily 
Downs,  for  breeding  and  feeding  vaft  Flocks  of  Sheep  ; 
and  as  the  Weft  and  North  Parts  of  Somerfetjhire  are, 
on  the  contrary,  low  and  marfliv,  or  moorifb,  for 
feeding  and  breeding  of  Black  Cattle  and  Horfes,  or 
for  Lead  Mines,  &c,  fo  all  the  South- weft  Part  of 
Wiltjhire,  and  the  Eaft  Part  of  Some rje tfbi re ,  are  low1 
and  flat,  being  a  rich,  incloled  Country,  full  of  Rivers 
and  Towns,  and  infinitely  populous ;  infomuch  that 
fome  of  the  Market-towns  are  equal  to  Cities  in  Bignefs, 
and  fuperior  to  many  of  them  in  Numbers  of  People. 

This  low  flat  Country  contains  Part  of  the  Three 
Counties  or  Somerfet ,  IhEilts,  and  Gloucejier  ;  and  that 
the  Extent  of  it  may  be  the  eafier  underftood  by  thofe 
who  know  any  thing  of  the  Situation  of  the  Country, 
it  reaches  from  Cirencefter  in  the  North,  to  Shireborn , 
on  the  Edge  of  Dorfetfmre ,  South  ;  and  from  the 
Devizes  Eaft,  to  Brijlol  Weft ;  which  may  take  in 
about  50  Miles  in  Length,  where  longeftj  and  20  in 
Breadth,  where  narrow’eft. 

In  this  Extent  of  Country,  we  have  the  following 
Market- towns,  which  are  principally  employed  in  the 
Clothing  Trade,  that  is  to  fay,  in  that  Part  of  it  v 
which  I  am  now  fpeaking  of ;  namely,  fine  Medley, 
©r  mix’d  Cloths,  fuch  as  are  ufually  worn  in  England 

C  6  by 
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by  the  better  Sort  of  People,  and  alfo  exported  in  great 
Quantities  to  Holland ,  Hamburgh ,  Sweden,  Denmark , 
Spain,  Italy ,  &c.  The  principal  Clothing  1  owns,  in 
this  Part  of  the  Country,  are  thefe  ; 

In  Somerfetfhire. 

From?,  Pent  ford)  Philip’ s-Norton^  Brut  on  ^  Shepton- 
Mallet ,  Caflle -Carey ,  and  Winca  unton. 

In  Wiltfhire. 

Malmfbury «,  Caflecomb ,  Chippenham ,  Cain,  Devices , 
Bradford ,  fr  abridge  y  Wefbury ,  lYarminfter ,  and 
Adore. 

In  Dorfetfhire. 

Gillingham ,  Shaft ejbury ,  Bemifter ,  Sturminfier , 

and  Shireborn. 

Jn  Gloucefterihire. 

Cirencefer ,  fetbury ,  Marjhfield,  Minching- Hampton, 
and  Fairford. 

Thefe  Towns,  as  they  hand  thin,  and  at  confi- 
derable  Diftances  from  one  another  (lor,  except  t  e 
Two  Towns  of  Bradford  and  Trubridge ,  the  others 
hand  at  an  unufual  D  fence),  are  inter fperfed  with  a 
very  great  Number  of  Villages,  Hamlets,  and  fcat- 
tered  Houfes;  in  which,  generally  fpeaking,  the  (pin-- 
ning  Work  of  all  this  Manufacture  is  performed  by 
the  poor  People;  the  Mafter-Clothiers,  who  gene¬ 
rally  live  in  the  greater  Towns,  fending  out  the  Wool 
weekly  to  their  Houfes,  by  their  Servants  and  Horfcs ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  bringing  back  the  Yarn  that 
they  have  fpun  and  nnifhed,  which  then  is  fitted  for  the 
Loom.  - 

The  increafing  and  flourifhing  Circumftances  of  this 
Trade  are  happily  vifible,  by  the  great  Concourfs  of 
People,  to,  and  Increafe  of  Buildings  and  Inhabitants  in, 
thefe  principal  Clothing;  Towns,  where  this  1  rade  is 

carried  on,  and  in  the  Wealth  of  the  Clothiers.  The 

Town 
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Town  of  From-e^  or,  as  it  is  written  in  our  Maps, 
Frome  Selwood,  is  a  Specimen  of  this,  which  is  fo  pro- 
digioufly  inoreafed  within  thefe  laft  30  or  40  Years, 
that  they  have  built  a  new  Church,  and  many  new 
Streets  of  Houfes;  and  thefe  Houfes  are  fo  full  of  In¬ 
habitants,  that  Frome  is  now  reckon’d  to  have  more  In¬ 
habitants  in  it  than  the  City  sof  Bath ,  and,  fome  fay, 
than  Salifbury  :  and  if  their  Trade  continues  to  increafe, 
in  like  manner,  for  a  few  Years  more,  it  is  very  likely 
to  become  one  of  the  greatefl  and  wealthieff  inland 
Towns  in  England. 

Its  Trade  is  wholly  Clothing,  and  the  Cloths  they 
make  are,  generally  fpeaking,  all  convey’d  to  London , 
where  B la ckw ell-hall  is  their  Market.  And  if  we  may 
believe  common  Fame,  there  are  above  10,000  People 
in  Frome  now,  more  than  liv’d  in  it  30  Years  ago; 
and  yet  it  was  a  confiderable  Town  then. 

Since  the  above  was  written ,  the  Trade  of  this  Town, 
as  well  as  of  the  other  Clothing  Towns ,  has  received 
fome  Check ,  by  reafon  of  ike  Wars  which  have 
di/hirbed  the  Repofe  of  Europe ;  and  the  Towns , 
of  confequence,  are  lefs  fourijhing :  and  it  mujl  be 
obferv  d,  that  the  Improvements  which  the  French 
have,  of  late,  made  in  the  Clothing  Trade,  threaten 
lajiing  Difcouragement  to  this  ftaple  Branch  of  Bri- 
ti£h  Manufacture :  for  that  bufy  Nation  have  al¬ 
ready  beaten  us  out  of  a  large  Part  of  the  Levant 
or  Turky  Trade,  by  the  light  thin  Cloths  which  they 
make  ;  arid  ivhich ,  tho  not  fo  good  as  ours,  yet  fait 
Well  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  hot  Climates ,  and  can 
be  afforded  cheaper.  Endeavours,  I  am  told ,  are 
making  in  Yorkshire,  and  other  Parts ,  to  recover 
this  Branch  of  Trade,  by  outvying  the  F rench  in 
the  fame  fort  of  Manufacture . 

Here  are  alfo  feveral  large  Meeting-houfes,  as  well  as 
Churches,  as  there  are,  generally,  in  all  the  manufa¬ 
cturing 
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£Wing  trading  Towns  in  England,  efpecially  in  the’ 
Weiiern  Counties. 


The  DiVtze',  a  Birough-town,  is  a  large  and  im¬ 
portant  i  own,  and  full  of  wealthy  Clothiers  ;  but  it 
has  lateiy  run  pretty  much  into  the  Drugget* makin0. 
Trade;  a  Bufmefs,  which  has  made  feme  Invafion 
upon  that  of  the  Broad-cloth,  great  Quantities  of 
Druggets  being  worn  in,  as  well  as  exported  from 
England,  mftead  of  Broad-cloth  :  but  this  is  much  the 
fame,  as  to  the  Trade,  ftill ;  for  as  it  is  all  a  Woolen 
Manufacture,  and  the  Druggets  may  properly  be  call’d 
Cloth,  tho  narrow,  and  of  a  different  Make  •  fo  the 
Makers  are  all  call’d  Clothiers.  This  Town  fends  Two 
Members  to  Parliament. 

Tire  River  Avon ,  a  noble  and  large  freft  River 
branch, ng  ufelf  into  many  Parts,  and  receiving  almoft 
ail  the  Rivers  on  that  Side  of  the  Hills,  waters  this 
whole  fruitful  Vale  :  and  the  Water  of  this  River  feems 
particularly  qualified  for  dying  the  belt  Colours,  and  for 
fulling  and  dreffing  the  Cloth  ;  fo  that  the  Clothiers 
generally  plant  themfelves  upon  this  River,  but  efoe- 
caily  the  Dyers ;  as  at  frulridge  and  Bradford ,  which 
are  the  Two  moft  eminent  Clothing  Towns  in  that 
1  art  of  the  Vale  for  the  making  fine  Spanijb  Cloths, 
and  tor  the  niceft  Mixtures. 


rom  thefe  Towns,  South  to  TVeJibury  and  War--, 
mtnjier ,  the  fame  Trade  continues,  and  the  fineft 
Medley  Spamjh  Cloths  in  the  whole  World  are  made 
in  this  Part.  They  told' me  at  Bradford ,  that  it  was 
no  extraordinary  Thing  to  have  Clothiers  thereabout 
worth  from  1 0,000  to  40,000 1  a  Man  ;  and  many  of 
the  Gentry  in  thofe  Counties  have  been  originally  raif- 
ed  from  this  truly  noble  Manufacture. 

.  l  may  ^Peak  from  the  Authority  of  the  an- 
tient  Inhabitants  of  the  Place,  who  have  been  curious 
Obfervers  upon  this  Subject,  the  Country  which  I  have 
now  deferred,  as  principally  employed  in,  and  main¬ 
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ained  by,  this  Prodigy  of  a  Trade,  contains  2,330,000 
\cres  of  Land,  and  has  in  it  788  Parities,  and  374,000 
?eople.  It  is  true,  that  this  is  all  Guefs-work  ;  but  I 
nuft  confefs  myfelf  very  willing  to  believe,  that  the 
Reckoning  is  far  fhort  of  the  Account  3  for  this  Part 
s  exceeding  large  and  populous. 

It  may  be  worth  Inquiry,  how  the  Manufacturers  in 
fo  vaft  a  Confumption  of  Wool,  as  fuch  a  Trade  muft 
take  up,  can  be  fupplied  with  Wool  for  their  Trade  : 
ind  indeed  it  would  be  fbmething  ftrange,  if  theAnfwer 
were  not  at  hand. 

1.  We  may  reafonably  conclude,  that  this  Manu¬ 
facture  was  at  firft  feated  in  this  County,  or,  as  we 
may  fay,  originally  planted  itfelf  here,  becaufe  of  the 
infinite  Numbers  of  Sheep,  which  were  always  upon 
the  Downs  and  Plains  of  Dorfet ,  Wilts ,  and  Hampjhire , 
all  adjoining.  This,  no  doubt,  induced  the  firft  Plant¬ 
ers  of  the  Clothing  Manufacture  to  make  choice  of  this 
delightful  Vale  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  thofe  Plains, 
which  afforded  fuch  immenfe  Funds  of  Wool  for  the 
carrying  on  their  Works.  Thus  the  Manufacture  of 
white  Cloth  was  planted  in  Stroud-water  in  Gloucejler- 
fnire ,  for  the  fake  of  the  excellent  Water  there  for  the 
dying  Scarlets,  and  all  Colours  that  are  dyed  in  Grain  ; 
which  are  better  done  there,  than  in  any  other  Place 
of  England ,  fome  Towns  near  London  excepted.  Hence 
therefore  we  firft  obferve,  they  are  fupplied  yearly  with 
the  Fleeces  of  Two  or  Three  Millions  of  Sheep. 

2.  But  as  the  Number  of  Sheep  fed  on  thefe  Downs 
is  leftened,  rather  than  increafed,  becaufe  of  fo  many 
thoufand  Acres  of  the  Carpet- ground  being,  of  late 
Years,  converted  into  Tillage,  and  fowed  *  with 
Wheat,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Manufacture  pro- 
digioufly  increafing,  the  Manufacturers  applied  to  other 

*  This  Alteration  has  made  Warminjler ,  a  Market-town  on  the  Edge 
of  Somerfetjbire,  the  greateft  Market  for  Wheat  in  England)  where  none 
of  it  is  bought  to  fend  to  London , 

Parts 
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iJarts  fora  Supply;  and  hence  began  the  Influx  of  North- 
country  Wool  from  the  Counties  of  Northampton ,  Lei- 
ce flier ,  and  Lincoln ,  the  Centre  and  Markets  of  which 
Trade  are  about  Tethury  and  Cirencejler ,  where  feveral 
hundred  Packs  are  fold  every  Week,  to  fupplv  this  pro¬ 
digious  Confumption. 

3.  From  London  they  have  great  Quantities  of 
Wool,  which  is  generally  called  Kentijh  Wool,  in  the 
Fleece,  which  is  brought  up  from  thence  by  the  Farm¬ 
ers,  fince  the  late  fevere  AOs  againfl:  their  felling  it 
within  a  certain  Number  of  Miles" of  the  Sea  ;  alfo  Fell- 
wool  for  the  Combers,  bought  of  the  Wool  Rapiers  in 
Barnaby-ftreet ,  and  fent  back  by  the  Carriers  which 
bring  up  the  Cloths  to  Market. 

4.  1  hey  have  alfo,  fometimes,  large  Quantities  of 
Jr i fly  Wool  by  the  Way  of  Bri/lol,  or  of  Minehead  in 
Somerjetjhire  5  but  this  is  uncertain,  and  only  on  ex¬ 
traordinary  Occafions.  I  omit  the  Spani/h  Wool,  as 
being  an  Article  by  itfel-f. 

Thus,  as  thofe  who  fee  the  almoft  countlefs  Numbers 
of  Sheep  on  the  Downs  and  Plains,  and  the  great  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Wool  brought  to  the  Markets  of  tethury ,  and 
other  Towns,  as  well  as  what  are  fent  down  from  Lon¬ 
don  into  this  Angle  Vale,  would  wonder  how  it  was 
poflible  fo  much  Wool  could  be  confumed,  manufactu¬ 
red,  apd  wrought  up;  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  thofe 
that  fee  what  Numbers  of  People  are  employed,  and 
'  what  vafl  Quantities  of  Goods  are  made,  in  this  Part 
of  England ,  would  wonder  how  the  Nation  fhould  be 
able  to  fupply  them  with  "Wool. 

And  yet,  notwithftanding  the  whole  Country  is  thus 
bufy’d  in  the  Broad-cloth  Manufa&ure,  I  muft  not  omit 
to  mention,  that  here  is  a  very  great  Application  to  an¬ 
other  Branch  or  two  of  Trade;  viz.  the  fupplying  the 
City  of  London  with  Provifions  :  tho’  it  is  true,°that 
the  general  Employment  of  the  People  in  all  this 
County  is  in  the  Woollen  Manufa&ure ;  yet,  as  the 
Spinning  is  generally  the  Work  of  the  Women  and 

Children, 
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Children,  and  the  Land  is  here  exceeding  rich  and  fer- 
de ;  fo  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  but  that  here  are  Farm- 
•rs  in  great  Mumbers,  whofe  Bufmefs  it  is  to  culti¬ 
vate  the  Land,  and  fupply  the  reft  of  the  Inhabitants 
with  Provifions ;  and  this  they  do  fo  well,  that  not- 
Authftanding  the  County  is  exceeding  populous,  yet 
Provifions  of  all  Sorts  are  cheap,  the  Quantity  very 
rreat,  and  a  conftderable  Overplus  fent  every  Day  to 
London, 

All  the  lower  Part  of  this  County,  and  alfo  of  Glou- 
*, ejierjhire  adjoining,  is  full  of  large  feeding  Farms, 
which  we  call  Dairies  ;  and  the  Cheefe  they  make  is 
excellent,  and  is  eaten  newer  than  that  from  Chef  hire. 
Df  this  a  vaft  Quantity  is  every  Week  fent  up  to  Lon¬ 
don,  where,  tho’  it  is  called  G  hue  ejierjhire  Cheefe,  yet 
:he  greateft  Part  of  it  comes  from  Wiltjhire  ;  the 
jlouce/ier/hire  Cheefe  being  more  generally  carried  to 
Bri/lol  and  Bath ,  where  a  very  great  Quantity  is  con- 
um’d,  as  well  by  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  'Two  popu- 
ous  Cities,  as  in  Exportation  to  our  Weft- India  Colo- 
lies,  and  other  Places ;  whereas  this  Wiltjhire  Cheefe 
s  carried  to  the  River  of  Thames ,  which  runs  thro’  Part 
>f  the  County,  by  Land-carriage,  and  fo  by  Barges  to 
London. 

Again,  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year,  they  make  a  vaft 
Quantity  of  that  we  call  Green  or  New  Cheefe.  which 
s  a  thin  and  very  foft  Cheefe,  refe'rnbling  Cream  Cheefes, 
)ut  fomewhat  thicker  :  thefe  are  fo  univerfally  lik’d  in 
London ,  that  all  the  low  rich  Lands  of  this  County  are 
lardly  enough  to  fupply  the  Market  :  but  then  this 
aolds  for  little  more  than  the  Two  firft  Summer  Months 
of  the  Year. 

Befides  this,  the  Farmers  in  Wiltjhire ,  and  the  Part 
of  Glouc ejierjhire  adjoining,  fend  a  very  great  Quantity 
of  Bacon  up  to  London ,  which  is  efteemed  the  beft  Ba¬ 
son  in  England ,  Hampjhire  only  excepted.  This  Ba¬ 
son  is  raifed  here,  by  their  great  Dairies,  as  the  Hogs 
ire  fed  with  the  vaft  Quantities  of  Whey,  and  fkim- 
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med  Milk,  which  the  Farmers  muft  otherwife  have 
thrown  away. 

But  this  is  not  all :  for  as  the  North  Part  of  WiJtjbire , 
as  well, the  Downs  as  the  Vales,  border  upon  the  River 
Thames ,  and  in  fome  Places  come  up  even  to  the  Banks 
of  it;  fo  moft  of  that  Part  of  the  County  being  arable 
Band,  they  iow  a  very  great  Quantity  of  Barley,  which 
ts  carried  lO  the  ivdarkets  at  Aunigdon,  Famngdon^  and 
fuch  Places ;  where  it  is  made  into  Malt,  and  carried 
to  London.  This  employs  all  the  Hill-country  from 
above  Malm/bury  to  dAay thorough,  and  on  the  Side  of 
the  hale  of  IV hit  eh  or fe,  as’tis  called,  which  is  in  Tderk- 
fare ,  and  the  Hills  adjoining;  a  Track  of  fertile 
Ground,  which  furnifhes  a  prodigious  Quantity  of 
Barley. 

Thus  Wiltjhire  helps  to  fupply  London  with  Cheefe, 
Bacon,  and  Malt,  B  hree  very  confiderable  Articles, 
befides  that  vaft  Manufadure  of  fine  Spanijh  Cloths, 
of  which  I  have  laid  fo  much  :  and  I  may,  without 
Partiality,  fay,  that  it  is  thereby  rendered  one  of  the 
mofi;  important  Counties  in  England  to  the  public 
Wealth  of  the  Kingdom.  The  bare  Produd  is  in 
itfelf  prodigioufly  great ;  the  Downs  are  an  inex- 
haufied  Storehoufe  of  Wool,  and  of  Corn  ;  and  the 
Valley,  or  low  Part  of  it,  is  the  like  for  Cheefe  and 
Bacon. 

One  Thing  here  is  worth  while  to  mention,  for  the 
Oofervation  of  tbofe  Counties  in  England \  where  they 
a»e  not  yet  ai  rived  to  that  Perfedion  in  Id u (ban dry, 
as  in  tms  county ;  and  I  have  purpofely  referved  it  to 
th  s  1  lace  :  and  that  is,  the  Downs  or  Plains,  which 
tho  generally  call’d  Salifbury  Plain ,  yet  extend  them- 
fi-ives  into  the  Counties  of  Southampton ,  I  flits,  and 
Dorfet,  were  formerly  wholly  taken  up  with  Sheep,  as 
being  thougnt  incapable  of  producing  Gram  ;  but  now 
are  made  to  yield  moft  plentiful  Crops,  by  folding  their 
Sheep  upon  the  plowed  Lands,  removing  the  Fold 
every  Night  to  a  frefti  Place,  till  the  whole  Fallow  has;, 

beem 
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been  folded  on.  This  alone  has  made  thefe  Lands,  which 
in  themfelves  are  poor,  and,  in  Tome  Places,  fo  (hallow 
as  that  the  Earth  is  not  Six  Inches  deep  over  the  folid 
Chalk,  able  to  bear  as  good  Wheat,  as  any  of  the  richer 
Lands  in  the  Vales,  tho’  not  altogether  in  fuch  great 
Quantities.:  and  were  it  not  for  this  Improvement,  the 
Prod  lid!  would  hardly  compenfate  the  Ploughman’s  La¬ 
bour  ;  for  many  of  thefe  Lands  lie  up  fuch  high  Hills, 
fo  remote  from  the  Farmers  Houfes,  which  are  always 
in  the  Valleys,  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  carry 
up  their  Dung  to  manure  them. 

If  this  Way  of  folding  Sheep  upon  the  fallow  and 
plowed  Land  were  pradtifcd  in  feme  other  Parts  of 
Britain ,  and  efpecially  in  Scotland ,  it  would  effectually 
improve  the  wafte  Lands,  which  now  are  ufelefs  and 
uncultivated,  and  turn  both  Sheep  and  Lands  to  a  better 
Account  than  was  ever  yet  known  among  them.  In 
Wiltjhire  it  appears  to  be  fo,  very  Significantly  :  for  if  a 
Farmer  has  a  thoufand  Sheep,  and  no  Fallows  to  fold 
Them  on,  his  Neighbours  will  give  him  Ten  Shillings 
a  Night  for  every  Thoufand.  The  plowing  fo  much 
Land  on  the  Downs  may  be  attended  with  bad  Con- 
fequences  hereafter,  tho’,  at  the  time  when  thefe  Lands 
were  broken  up,  it  might  produce  Profit  :  for  as  the 
Surface  of  the  Ground  is  very  (hallow,  and  gene¬ 
rally  great  Beds  of  Flints  lie  immediately  under  the 
Turf ;  fo  thefe  are  plowed  up,  and,  being  mixed  with 
the  Small  Quantity  of  Earth,  the  Ground  appears  to  be 
nothing  but  a  Quarry  of  Flints.  And  as  thefe  Grounds 
are  foon  exhaufted,  by  Crops  of  Corn  ;  whenever  any 
Part  of  them  is  laid  down  again,  it  is  feveral  Years 
before  they  have  any  Grafs  upon  them,  and  never  be¬ 
come  fo  good  a  Sward,  as  before,  as  the  Inhabit¬ 
ants  themfelves  obferved.  What  encouraged  them 
to  break  up  fo  much  of  their  Downs,  was  the  great 
Price  which  Corn  bore,  for  fome  Years;  but,  Since 
that  has  fallen,  the  Crops  have  barely  paid  their  Cul¬ 
ture. 
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In  many  Parts  of  thefe  Downs,  which  have  been 
plowed,  there  is  an  uncommon  Quantity  of  Tbiftles, 
which  the  Farmers  never  beftroy,  from  a  Notion 
which  they  have  generally  entertained,  that  their  Sheep 
were  once  preferved,  in  an  hard  W  inter,  by  feeding  on 
them. 

But  as  I  have  not  mentioned  the  Clothing  Towns 
other  than  as  they  contribute  to  that  Trade  ;  I  (hall 
now  proceed  to  fay  fomething  of  the  Towns  themfelves, 
except  thofe  in  Ghucejhrjhire ,  of  which  I  {hall  fpeak  in 
my  next  Letter,  as  I  fall  down  Weflward. 

8 kipt on-  Mallet ,  Cajlle- Carey ,  IVincaunion ,  and  Bru- 
ton,  he  to  the  Southward  of  Wells ,  and  have  nothing 
remarkable  in  them,  except  the  laft,  which  lies  on  the 
River  Brews.  It  has  a  fair  Church,  a  good  Free- 
fchool,  a  {lately  Alms  houfe,  and  the  Ruins  of  a  Pri¬ 
ory  ;  and,  befide  the  Clothing  Trade,  is  famous  for 
Stockens. 

Frame  and  Philips-Norton  lie  in  the  Eaft  Part  of  So- 
merfetjbire ,  upon  the  Borders  of  Wilts ;  the  Firft  is  near 
the  Fore  ft  of  Selwood ,  and  I  have  already  mentioned  its 
prodigious  Increafe,  of  late  Years ;  the  laft  is  a  very 
good  Market- town,  and  has  two  annual  Fairs,  one 
reputed,  for  a  One-day  hair,  as  great  as  any  in  Eng¬ 
land, 

Bensford  is  a  fmall  Market- town,  and  lies  North- weft 
toward  Brijtol, 

i  ;  'v 

Malmfiury ,  a  Borough- town,  is  a  very  antient  one, 
and,  his  faid,  .was  built  by  a  Britijh  Prince,  called  Caer 
Bladdon.  It  was  formerly  defended  by  Walls,  and  a 
large  ftrong  Cable,  which  was  raifed  afterward,  to  in- 
large  the_  Abbey,  which  was  very  famous,  and  the 
greateft  in  Wilt  fair  e  :  the  Abbat  fat  in  Parliament. 
Here  King  Athelftane  was  buried,  and  they  ftill  (hew 
his  I  omb.^  Vaft  Piles  of  Buildings  were  pulled  down 
at  the  Diiiolution  j  but  the  Church  of  the  Abbey  was 

faved. 
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aved,  a  great  Part  of  which  Hill  remains,  and  is  ufed 
is  the  Parifh- church.  It  is  a  Corporation  governed  by 
i  ‘ JuJiice ,  who  is  an  annual  Magistrate,  and  called  QThe 
Alderman.  It  has  a  good  Market  weekly.  The  Town 
is  neat,  and  lies  on  the  River  Avon .  It  is  alfo  famous 
for  being  the  Birth  place  of  William  of  Malmjbury ,  the 
Hiflorian  ,  and  of  that  great  Scholar,  Philofopher,  and 
Mathematician,  Hobbes ,  &c.  It  alfo  fends  Two  Mem¬ 
bers  to  Parliament. 

Near  this  Town,  Southward,  on  the  fame  River, 
lies  the  Village  of  Dantfey ,  which,  tho?  but  an  obfeure 
Place,  has  given  Title  of  Honour  to  many  eminent 
Perfons,  and,  among  the  reft,  to  Henry  Danvers , 
created  Biron  of  this  Place  by  King  James  I.  tho’  by 
K.  Charles  L  made  Earl  of  Dandy.  He  had  diftin- 
guiihed  himfelf  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  Irijh  Wars,  was  as 
good  as  great,  and  died  with  Glory  ;  but  his  Brother 
and  Heir,  having  fat,  ungratefully,  a  Judge  on  that 
very  King  who  made  his  Brother  Earl,  was,  at  the 
Reftoration,  attainted  of  High  Treafon,  and  this  his 
Manor  of  Dantfey  given  to  James  then  Duke  of  York  ; 
who  fettled  it,  in  Dowry,  on  his  fecond  Confort.  On 
his  Abdication,  it  became  a  fecond  time  forfeited;  and 
King  William  conferred  it  on  Charles  Lord  M or  daunt , 
late  Earl  of  Peterborough  and  Monmouth^  in  whole  Fa¬ 
mily  it  Hill  remains.  But  as  there  are  feme  other 
Things  more  than  ordinarily  particular,  relating  to  this 
Manor,  I  fhall  inlarge  a  little  upon  it. 

The  whole  Parifh  of  Dantfey  conlifts  of  this  Manor 
only  ;  and  not  a  Foot  of  Ground  in  it  belongs  to  any 
other  Perfon :  it  is  altogether  Pafture,  and,  indeed, 
very  rich.  The  Inhabitants,  who  are  all  Tenants  of 
the  Manor,  make  moft  excellent  Cheefe,  not  at  all  in¬ 
ferior  to  that  of  Chedder ,  which  is  the  only  Commo¬ 
dity  in  the  Place;  for  the  late  Lord  would  not  permit 
the  Grounds  to  be  plowed  up :  and,  I  believe,  there 
is  not  an  Acre,  in  the  Parifti,  of  arable  Land,  tho’  the 
Tenants  have  offer M  a  confiderable  Advance  of  Rent, 

for 
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for  Liberty  to  break  up  the  Ground ;  which,  indeed, 
feems  to  want  it,  and  would  be  much  better’d  by  the 
Plough:  nor  would  his  Lordfhip,  for  home  Years  be¬ 
fore  -his  Death,  renew  a  Life  upon  it,  either  by  Leafe 
or  Copyhold,  except  as  many  of  the  laid,  as  would  keep 
up  the  Homage,  and  the  Rights  of  the  Manor  :  and 
the  Reafon  of  this  was,  not  only  to  get  a  clear  Rack- 
rent  Eftate  in  it,  but  to  prevent  the  Cheats  and  I m po¬ 
rtions  which  the  Copyhold  Tenants  of  the  Manor  put 
upon  their  Lord.  For  as  every  Widow  has  her  Life 
in  her  Hufband’s  Copyhold  after  his  Death,  if  fhe  con¬ 
tinues  foie  and  continent ;  ’tis  a  very  common  thing 
there  for  an  old  Man  on  his  Death-bed,  to  marry  a  young 
Woman,  who  privately  contra&s  to  give  Part  of  the 
Profits  of  the  Copyhold,  or  fome  ConTideration  for  it, 
to  the  Hufband’s  Relations ;  and  not  feldom  feledfs,  for 
a  Bedfellow  for  herfelf,  one  of  her  favourite  Men-fer- 
vants. 

The  Abufe  which  accrued  from  granting  Leafes  on 
Lives  is  this ;  That  whereas  a  Perfon  takes  a  Leafe  for 
Three  Lives,  viz.  his  own,  his  Wife’s,  and  his  Son 
Johns ;  to  defraud  the  Lord  of  the  Manor,  he  names 
all  his  Sons  John :  fo  that,  as  long  as  any  of  the  Sons 
live,  John  in  the  Leafe  never  dies. 

By  thefe  Frauds,  the  Earl,  who  was  none  of  the 
beft  Oeconomifls,  and  lived  remote  from  this  Place, 
fufFered  confiderably,  tho’  he  could  not  find  out  how  ; 
but  frequently  complain’d,  That  his  LefTees,  and  his 
Copyhold- Widows,  were  very  long-lived  :  and,  in  an 
humorous  Way,  us’d  to  recommend  his  Manor  of 
DaniJ'ey  to  all  fuch  as  were  apprehenfive  of  dying. 

As  all  in  the  Parifh  were  his  Tenants,  and  had  an 
Intereft  in  the  Fraud,  they  combined  againff  him,  lo 
that  he  could  get  no  Intelligence  of  it :  and  tho’  his 
Lordfhip  enjoyed  the  Manor  ever  fince  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  ;  yet,  by  reafon  of  its  being  then  full-effated,  that 
is,  all  left  out  upon  Lives  then  actually  fubfifting,  and 
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ontinued  by  the  above-mentioned  Frauds,  Ir’s  Lord- 
iip  received  no  great  Benefit  out  of  it  till  Tome  few 
Tars  before  his  Death  ;  when  he  came  to  a  Refolu- 
on  not  to  renew,  tho’,  when  all  the  Lives  drop  in, 
lis  Manor  will,  at  a  Rack-rent,  amount  to,  at  leak, 
000  /.  a  Year. 

There  is  a  large  old  Manfion-houfe  here,  lying  juft 
n  the  River,  with  Gardens  formed  after  the  Manner 
f  thofe  at  Par  Jons- green  ;  but  it  is  not  a  kindly  Place 
or  ripening  Fruit,  and  the  Grounds  lie  very  low  and 
fiafhy,  being  all  of  a  ftifF  Clay,  and  yet  very  good 
’allure. 

Here  is  alfo  a  fine  Park,  well  timber'd,  but  with- 
ait  Deer. 

His  Lordfhip  had  once  a  Defign  to  improve  this 
vdanfion-houfe  and  Eftate,  and  relided  here  in  1705. 
vhen  he  was  called  to  Court,  and  fent  to  command 
he  Queen’s  Forces  in  Spain ,  where  his  Conduit,  and 
;reat  Services  to  his  Country,  are  too  well  known,  to 
ieed  mentioning  here. 

Tho’  this  Place  is  often  overflowed  with  Water, 
et  there  is  none  good,  either  for  Brewing  or  W aidi¬ 
ng  ;  or  any  Spring  of  fvveet  Water. 

Here  is  a  Spring  of  a  chalybeat  Kind,  which  would 
urn  to  good  Account,  were  it  not  in  fuch  a  diftant, 
nd  an  almoft  inacceffible  Part  of  the  Country,  occafion- 
d  by  bad  Roads,  which  were  a  great  Protection  to  the 
nhabitants  in  the  late  Civil  Wars,  who  were  never 
fifited  by  either  Party,  but  enjoyed  an  eafy  and  unin- 
errupted  Repofe  ;  whilft  their  Neighbours,  on  all  Sides, 
vere  involved  in  the  Calamities  of  that  unnatural 
N  ar. 

Here  is  likewife  a  good  neat  Church,  with  one  of 
he  beft-buik,  high,  fquare  Towers,  I  ever  faw ;  raifed 
t  the  Expence  of  one  of  the  Lords  of  Vantfey , 
irobably  the  afore-mentioned  Henry ,  who  lies  buried 
lere  under  a  very  large  magnificent  Tomb.  Flere 
ike  wife  is  interred  Lieutenant-General  Lewis  Mor- 

daunt , 
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daunt ,  a  Brother  of  the  late  Earl,  a  Gentleman  noted 
for  his  great  Wit,  Plumotir,  and  polite  Conversation^ 
as,  indeed,  all  his  Brothers  were,  as  well  as  his  Lord- 
ih:p. 

Chippenham  is  a  corporate  good  Market- town,  like- 
wife  on  the  River  Avon ,  oven  which  it  has  a  Bridge  oil 
1 6  Arches,  famous  for  the  Refidence  and  Refort  o£ 
many  of  the  Wejt-Saxon  Kings,  particularly  Alfred. 
Here  is  a  very  magnificent  Church  ;  and  near  this 
Place,  formerly,  was  a  famous  Foreft.  This  Town  fends: 
Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

Bradford  is  a  Market- town,  and  has  a  Bridge  over 
the  Avon.  ’Tis  well-built  of  Stone,  and  lies  on  the 
Side  of  an  Hill. 

fr.uhridge  is  an  antient  Market- town,  and  bad  for¬ 
merly  a  Caftle  of  Seven  Towers,  but  long  fince  de- 
ftroyed.  The  Court  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancafter ,  for 
this  County,  is  annually  held  here. 

JVeftbury  is  a  little  Borough  Market-town,  but  was 
formerly  of  great  Note;  and  even  now  returns  Two 
Members  to  Parliament.  Some  Quantities  of  Roman 
Coins  have  been  found  here. 

tVarminfter  is  noted,  as  I  have  faid,  for  the  prodigious 
Quantity  of  Corn,  which  is  fold  in  it  every  Market-day. 
Upon  the  Downs,  near  this  Town,  are  Two  antient: 
Camps,  fjppofe.to  be  Danlfh. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  thefe  Five  laft  Towns  belong’d 
antiently  to  the  Family  of  the  Hungerfords ,  which,  in 
King  Edivard  IV. ’s  Reign,  came  by  Marriage  to^the 
Lord  Bajlings’,  who  being  executed 'in  PJ chard  IH.’s 
time,  this  vaft  Eftate  was  given  by  that  King  to  John 
Howard ,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  firft  Earl-Marfhal  of  than 
Family  in  England. 

Near  ffl arminfter  is  the.  famous  Foreft  of  Sekvood. 
called,  by  the  antient  Britons ,  Coedmaur ,  i.  e.  Great- 
wood.  It  is  1 5  Miles  in  Length,  and  very  thick  o 
Wood. 

Mere 3  which  in  the  old  Saxon  [Unifies  Boundary ,  as 
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(this  Place  Teems  to  be  on  the  Borders  of  Wilts ,  Somer- 
fet ,  and  Dorfet ,  is  but  a  Village,  and  yet  gives  Name 
to  the  Hundred  where  it  Hands.  It  has  neither  Fair 
nor  Market  in  it ;  but  it  had,  antiently,  a  Caftle.  Not 
far  from  this  Place  is  an  old  Danijh  Camp  call’d  Whites - 
hole  hill.  Sir  Francis  Cotton ,  who  flour ifhed  in  the 
Reign  of  King  James,  and  afterwards  of  Charles  I,  was 
born  here. 

A  little  South -eaft  of  Mere  lies  Hindon ,  a  fmall  Bo¬ 
rough  and  Market-town,  which  fends  Two  Members 
to  Parliament ;  and  North-eaft  of  it  Hands  Heightfbuny^ 
a  Town  formerly  noted  for  an  Hofpital  j  and  Hill  for 
fending  Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

Lavington  is  alio  a  little  more  North-eaft,  a  very  in-* 
different  Market-town. 

The  Devizes ,  where  we  entered  this  County,  is  ex¬ 
cellently  fltuated,  about  Two  Miles  from  the  Bottom 
of  the  Hills,  which  keep  off  the  Eaftern  Winds,  and 
in  a  rich  {Jpil.  Under  the  Hill,  at  Runway ,  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Spring,  which  the  Inhabitants  have  not  yet  found 
Means  to  convey  thither,  tho’  it  runs  but  a  little  way 
off  the  Town,  where  they  want  Water.  It  is  a  very 
large  old  Town,  confifting  chiefly  of  Tv/o  long  parallel 
Streets,  the  Houles  moftly  of  Timber,  but  of  a  very 
good  Model.  The  Inhabitants  value  themfelves  for  be¬ 
ing  Tenants  to  the  King,  and  for  one  of  the  beft  week¬ 
ly  Markets  in  England.  The  Caftle  was  originally  Rq~ 
man ,  judicioufly  feated  upon  a  natural  Fortification  i 
but  in  After- times  made,  in  a  manner,  impregnable  by 
Roger ,  a  Bifhop  of  Salijbury ,  tho’  in  1751.  the  Mate¬ 
rials  were  all  gone  ;  and  Two  "Windmills  have  been 
eredfed  in  their  Head.  Here  are  Two  Churches.  The 
Choir  of  St.  Mary’s  is  of  a  very  old  Model,  as  are  the 
Steeple,  Choir,  and  both  Wings  of  Si.  John’s,  to  which 
Additions  have  been  made,  and  new  wide  Windows9 
with  pointed  Arches,  in  the  room  of  theantient,  narrows 
femicircular  ones. 


Juft  out  of  Town  is  a  pretty  Plain  called  the  Green , 
Vo  l,  II,  D  with 
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with  another  handfome  Church  and  Steeple,  Suburbs  to 
the  old  Town.  Here  William  Cadby ,  a  Gardener,  dug 
up  his  Colle£Uon  of  Gods,  which  he  carried  about  for 
a  Shew.  They  were  found  in  a  Garden,  in  a  Cavity, 
anclofed  with  Roman  Brick.  The  Venus  is  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Defign  ;  and  the  Vejlal  Virgin ,  as  they  call  it,  a 
Fragment  of  Corinthian  Brafs,  and  of  very  curious 
Workmanfhip.  Vulcan  is  -as  lame  as  if  made  at  a 
Forge.  He  had  alfo  feveral  Coins  found  thereabouts,  and 
a  Brafs  Roman  Key,  which  my  Lord  Winchelfea  bought. 
Roman  Antiquities  are  difcovered  here  every  Day.  The 
fame  Nobleman  has  a  Brafs  Probus;  on  the  Reverfe  Vi* 
gloria  Germ,  with  a  Trophy.  A  great  Number  of  fuch 
Reliques  is  to  be  met  with  all  round  the  Country. 

Caine  is  a  little  Town,  fituate  on  a  ftony  Hill,  and 
very  antient ;  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  one  of  the 
Seats  of  the  Wejl-Saxon  Kings.  It  is  a  Borough- town, 
has  a  neat  Church,  and  a  good  weekly  Market.  After 
a  great  Rain,  in  November  1725.  the  Waters  rofe  fo 
very  high  here,  on  a  fudden,  that  they  overflowed  the 
Town,  damaged  a  great  Quantity  of  Goods,  drowned 
Two  Men  in  the  Street,  and  carried  off  a  Cafk  of  Oil 
of  1  00  Gallons,  which  could  not  be  found  for  feveral 
Days  after.  A  great  Parcel  of  Roman  Coins  were  dug 
up  here  formerly.  Here  was,  likewife,  antiently  an 
Hofpital  of  Black  Canons . 

I  am  now  come  into  the  Road  to  Marlborough.  On 
the  Downs,  about  Two  or  Three  Miles  from  the 
Town,  are  abundance  of  loofe  Stones,  lying  (battered 
about  the  Plain,  fome  whereof  are  very  large,  and  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  of  the  fame  kind  with  thofe  of  Stone-henge, 
and  fome  larger.  They  are  called,  by  the  Country- 
people,  the  Grey  Wethers ;  and  it  muft  be  confefl'ed, 
that  they  look  not  unlike  Sheep  draggling  upon  the 
Downs,  on  a  tranfient  and  diftant  View,  as  Travelers 
pafs.  Thefe  Grey  Wether sy  on  a  more  curious  Infpe- 
£Hon,  are  found  to  be  a  fort  of  white  Marble,  and  lie 
upon  the  Surface  of  the  Ground  in  infinite  Numbers, 

and 
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and  of  all  Dimensions.  They  are  loofe,  detached  from 
"any  Rock,  and,  as  Dr.  Stukeky  thinks,  lay  there  ever 
■  fmce  the  Creation  ;  being  folid.  Parts  thrown  out  to  the 
Surface  of  the  fluid  Globe,  when  its  Rotation  was  firft 
im  prefled. 

Marlborough ,  fo  called  from  its  Hills  of  Chalk,  which 
antiently  was  called  Marl  It  is  the  Cunetia  (from 
Kenet )  of  the  Romans ;  but  from  the  Coming  of  the 
\  Saxons  to  the  Conqueft,  there  is  no  Mention  of  it.  It 
is  governed  by  a  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgeftes ;  is 
\  well-built,  and  fends  Two  Members  to  Parliament.  It 
:  confifts  chiefly  of  One  broad  and  ftrait  Street.  To  the 
i  South  are  fome  Relics  of  a  Priory  ;  the  Gate-houfe  ftift 
remaining.  On  the  North,  the  Chapel  of  another  Re¬ 
ligious  Houfe  remains,  now  turned  into  a  Dwelling 
houfe.  The  Seat  of  the  late  Duke  of  Somerfet  was 
the  Site  of  the  Roman  Cajlrum ;  for  there  they  find 
Foundations,  and  Roman  Coins:  and  towards  the  Ri¬ 
ver,  without  the  Garden- walls,  one  Angle  of  it  very 
manifeftly  remains;  and  the  Rampart  and  Ditch  in¬ 
tire.  The  Road  going  over  the  Bridge  cuts  it  off  from 
the  prefent  Caftle.  The  Ditch  is  ftill  20  Feet  wide, 
in  fome  Parts.  The  Mount,  fo  much  noted,  was  the 
Keep  of  the  Caftle  ;  and  is  now  made  into  a  pretty 
fpiral  Walk,  on  the  Top  of  which  is  an  o&agonal  Sum- 
mer-houfe,  from  whence  you  have  a  pleafant  View 
ovei  the  I  own  and  Country.  I  his  Seat  is  newly  con¬ 
verted  into  an  Inn :  the  Furniture  is  lett  with  it $  and, 
together,  complete  the  moft  magnificent  Houfe  of 
Entertainment  in  Europe .  The  'Town  has,  at  prefent, 
a  pretty  good  Shop-keeping  Trade,  but  not  much  of 
the  manufacturing  Part.  The  River  Rennet,  fome 
Years  ago  made  navigable  by  A<51  of  Parliament,  rifes 
juft  by  this  Town  5  from  whence  running  to  Hunger - 
ford  and  Newbury ,  it  becomes  a  large  Stream,  and, 
palling  by  Reading ,  runs  into  the  Thames  near  that 
Town,  i  his  River  is  famous  for  Crayfifh  which  they 
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help  Travellers  to  at  Newbury ;  but  they  feldom  want 
-.for  Price. 

At  Abury ,  near  Marlborough  Downs,  in  the  Way 
£o  Bath ,  are  to  be  feen  the  Rupendous  Remains  of  a 
Dr^/VTemple ;  being  a  Collection  of  monftrousStones, 
of  the  like  Nature  with  thofe  of  St  one- henge,  and  brought 
together  from  the  Downs  for  the  fame  religious  Pur- 
pofes,  as  Dr.  Stukeley  makes  no  Queftion. 

On  the  Hills  on  this  Side  the  Devizes  is  Roundway 
Down,  where  the  King’s  Forces,  under  Prince  Maurice , 
imt  owing  chiefly  to  the  Lord  Wilmot ,  beat,  and  intire- 
ly  routed,  the  famous  Sir  William  Waller ,  in  the  Civil 
Wars;  from  whence  the  Place  is  called,  by  fome,  Run¬ 
away  Down ,  to  this  Day. 

A  little  nearer  towards  Marlborough  is  St.  Anne’s 
Hill<>  where,  notwithstanding  feveral  high  Hills  be¬ 
tween,  and  the  Diftance  of  22  Miles,  or  more,  is  a  fair 
View  of  Salifbury  Steeple,  or  Spire,  which  is  deem'd  the 
higheft  in  England. 

At  Badmington  in  Wiltjkire  have  been  found  Nine 
Caves ,  all  in  a  Row,  but  of  different  Dlmenfions,  the 
leaft  of  them  Four  Feet  wide,  fome  Nine  or  Ten  Feet 
long.  Two  long  Stones  being  fet  upon  the  Sides,  and 
the  Top  covered  with  broad  Stones.  Spurs,  Pieces  of 
Armour,  and  the  like,  have  been  found  in  thefe  Caves;, 
which  gives  Ground  to  believe,  that  they  were 
Tombs  of  fome  antient  Warriors,  Romans ,  Saxons , 
<gr  Danes. 

In  our  Way  from  Marlborough  to  Newbury ,  we 
mounted  a  chalky  Hill  (of  which  fort  is  much  of  the 
Soil  of  Wilts),  on  the  lop  of  which  we  entered  into  Sa - 
vernack  Foreft,  vrhich  belonged  to  the  late  Earl  of 
Mefbury  i  and  is  almoff  the  only  privileged  Ground  of 
Hunting,  of  that  Denomination,  poffeffed  by  a  Sub- 
je&  It  is  in  C  ircumference  about  Twelve  Miles,  plen¬ 
tifully  Rocked  with'  Deer  of  a  large  Size,  and  rendered 
very  plealant  and  delightful  by  the  many  Walks  and  Vi¬ 
llas  lately  cut  and  leveled  through  the  feveral  Coppices 
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and  Woods  with  which  it  abounds.  Eight  of  thef^ 
Viftas  meet  like  io  many  Rays  of  a  Star,  in  a  Point 
near  the  Middle  of  the  Foreft,  where  his  Lordfhip  pre¬ 
pared  and  cleared  the  Ground  for  erecting  an  OCtagon 
"Tower,  whofe  Sides  were  to  be  correfpondent  to  the 
V iftas ;  thro’  one  of  which  we  have  a  View  of  the  Seat, 
at  about  Two  Miles  Diftance,  called  Tottenham^  from  a 
Park  of  that  Name,  in  which  it  is  fituate,  contiguous 
to  the  Foreft:. 

It  is  a  ftately  Edifice,  newly  ereCted  on  the  fame  Spot 
©f  Ground  where  flood  an  antient  Palace,  deftroyed  by 
Fire,  of  the  Marquis  of  Hertford ,  afterwards  Duke  of 
Somerfet ,  fb  juftly  celebrated  for  his  fteady  Adherence, 
and  powerful  Afliftance,  to  the  Royal  Caufe,  during 
the  whole  Courfe  of  the  Civil  Wars,  from  whom  the 
Earl  of  Ailejlury  was  defcended,  by  his  Mother  the  Lady 
Elizabeth ,  Sifter  and  Niece  to  the  Two  laft  Dukes  of 
Somerfet ,  of  the  elder  Line. 

>  To  give  you  fome  Idea  of  the  Grandeur  and  Mag¬ 
nificence  of  the  Structure,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  it  was  begun,  carried  on,  and  finifhed, 
after  the  Model,  and  under  the  Direction,  of  our  mo¬ 
dern  Vitruvius ,  the  Earl  of  Burlington ,  who,  to  the 
Strength  and  Convenience  of  the  Engl/Jlo  Architecture* 
has  added  the  Elegance  and  Politenefs  of  the  Italian 
Tafte. 

The  Houfe  has  Four  Towers,  and  Four  Fronts, 
each  of  them  diverfly  beautified  and  adorned  ;  to 
which  are  now  added  Four  Wings,  wherein  are  Rooms 
of  State,  a  noble  and  capacious  Room  for  a  Library, 
containing  a  judicious  and  large  Collection  of  leveral 
thoufand  Books  in  all  Languages,  but  especially  the 
modern. 

The  Beauty  and  Delightfulnefs  of  the  Buildings  are 
much  augmented  by  the  large  Canals,  the  fpacious  and 
well-planted  Walks  which  furround  it;  one  of  which, 
leading  to  the  London  Road,  extends  Two  Miles,  in 
Length. 
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.  the  fame  Diffance  from  hence,  on  the  oppofite 

Side,  are  to  he  feen  the  Remains  of  a  large  Houfe,  the 
Seat  of  Sir  John  Seymour ,  Father  of  the  unfortunate 
Protestor ,  called  Wolf- Hall ;  of  which  no  more  is 
landing  than  fuffices  for  a  Farm-houfe.  Here  King 
Henry  VIII.  as,  Tradition  goes,  celebrated  his  Nup¬ 
tials  with  the  Lady  Jane  Seymour ,  and  kept  his  Wed¬ 
ding-dinner  in  a  very  large  Barn,  hung  withTapeffry 
on  the  Occafion  ;  for  Confirmation  of  which  they  fhew 
von,  in  the  Walls  thereof,  fome  Tenter-hooks,  with 
final!  Pieces  of  T  apeflry  faflen’d  to  them  .*  and  between 
this  Place  and  Tottenham  there  is  a  Walk,  with  old 
.1  rees  on  each  Side,  flill  known  by  the  Name  of  Kin^ 
Harry's  Walk. 

From  hence,  continuing  our  Courfe  Eaflcrly,  we 
came  to  a  Borough-town,  called  Great  Bedwiny  which 
fends  Two  Members  to  Parliament,  and  which  Dr. 
btukeley  takes  to  be  the  Leucomagus  of  Raverinas,  It  is 
JR  oF  Corporation,  and  gave  Birth  to  the  famous  Dr. 
*/ .  Willis i  the  Ornament  of  Englijh  Phyficians.  Cajlle- 
{■opfey  half  a  Mile  from  the  Town  South-eafI,  was 
probably  the  Roman  Caflle  j  and  Havifdike*  a  Camp  of 
that  People. 

a  he  Church  is  large  and  capacious,  in  which  are 
feme  antient  Monuments ;  particularly,  one  of  a  Knight 
Templar ,  call’d  Adam  of  Scotty  from  a  Manor  of  that 
Name  in  the  Parifh,  with  anlnfcription  not  legible,  and 
another  of  the  above-mentioned  Sir  John  Seymour ,  Fa¬ 
ther  of  the  Protestor  ;  wherein  we  have  an  Account  of 
the  Names  of  all  his  Children,  with  their  feveral  In¬ 
termarriages  and  Deaths.  The  Church  is  very  flrongly 
built  with  Flint,  and  a  Cement  near  as  hard  as  them- 
felves,  in  form  of  a  Crcfs ;  in  the  Centre  of  which  is 
eredfed  an  high  Tower,  containing  a  good  Ring  of  Six 
very  mufical  Bells. 

Moving  hence  towards  the  North-eafI  a  little,  we 
eroded  the  much-famed  Wanfdyke ,  a  Work  of  pro¬ 
digious  Labour  and  Expence,  and  concluded,  by  moft 
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1  Writers,  to  be  a  Boundary  of  one  of  the  Kingdoms  of 
3the  Heptarchy ,  probably  that  of  the  Wefi-  Saxons-,  be- 
(fore  its  Inlargement  by  incroaching  on  other  King¬ 
doms.  It  may  be  traced  from  near  Bath ,  all  over 
I  the  Downs,  to  this  Place,  where  it  turns  itsCourfe  to- 
i  wards  the  Southern  Coafis.  It  is  fuppoled,  by  fome, 
to  derive  its  Name  from  Woden ,  one  of  the  Saxon 
Deities. 

Soon  after  we  mounted  a  fmall  Hill,  ofeafy  Afcent,  on 
the  Summit  of  which  was  ere£ted,  as  Hiftorians  inform 
us,  a  fortified  Place,  the  Refidence  of  Cijfa ,  a  Viceroy 
of  one  of  the  South- Saxon  Kings,  from  whom  it  de¬ 
rives  its  Denomination  of  Chifbury ,  or  Cijbury  \  who 
alfo  built  Chichefter ,  for  the  Refort  of  his  People,  as  he 
did  this  for  the  Repofe  of  himfelf.  It  feems  to  have 
been  ftrongly  fortified,  being  furrounded  with  a  double 
Ditch  or  Mote,  of  confiderable  Depth  and  Breadth,  and 
full  of  Water  :  fince  which  time  there  has  been  a  Re¬ 
ligious  Houfe  here,  the  Chapel  of  which  is  {fill  remain¬ 
ing,  but  converted  into  a  Barn. 

From  hence  we  returned  to  the  great  London  Road, 
and  foon  arrived  at  a  Village  called  Fr  ox  field- ,  about 
Seven  Miles  from  Marlborough  ;  in  which  is  an  hand- 
fome  and  well-endowed  Alms-houfe,  founded  by  Sc  rah 
Duchefs  Dowager  of  Somerfiet ,  Relidf  of  John,  the 
laft  Duke  of  the  elder  Branch  of  the  noble  Family  of 
Seymour r,  defcended  from  the  great  Duke  of  Somerfiet y 
Protedfor  of  the  King  and  Kingdom  during  the  Mino¬ 
rity  of  King  Edward  VI.  This  Lady  bequeathed  by 
her  Will  above  2000/.  for  the  Building  and  Furniture 
of  this  Alms-houfe,  and  devifed  feveral  Manors,  Mef- 
fuages,  and  Farms,  for  the  Maintenance  of  Thirty  poor 
Widows  not  having  20  /.  per  Ann .  to  fubfift  upon  ;  one 
Half  of  which  are  Widows  of  Clergymen,  and  the 
other  of  Laymen  ;  giving  a  Preference  to  thofe,  of  the 
lafi:  Sort,  who  live  on  the  Manors  fo  devifed  by  her. 
She  left  in  her  Will  particular  Dire£!ions  for  the  Form, 
Dimenfions,  and  Site,  of  the  Structure  j  and  for  th« 
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Manner  of  ele&ing,  ruling,  and  providing  for  the 
Widows ;  which  her  Executors,  erpecially  Sir  William 
Gregory ,  who  chiefly  took  upon  him  the  Execution  of 
theTruft,  punctually  obferved. 

The  Building  is  neat  and  ftrong,  in  the  Form  of  a 
Quadrangle,  having  one  Front,  and  a  Court  before  it, 
facing  the  Road.  It  contains  Thirty  Ground-rooms, 
and  as  many  Chambers,  one  of  each  fort  being  allowed 
to  every  Widow,  for  her  Apartment,  with  an  Area,  or 
Bed,  in  a  Garden,  on  the  North  Part  of  the  Building, 
inclofed  with  a  Brick-wall. 

In  the  midft  of  the  Quadrangle  is  built  an  handfome 
and  convenient  Chapel,  furnifhed  with  a  Communion¬ 
table,  Pulpit,  Defk,  Pews,  and  Books,  for  the  Ufe  of 
the  Widows;  wherein  the  Chaplain,  whofe  Stipend  is 
30/,  per  Ann.  is  to  read  Prayers  every  Day,  and  to 
preach  on  Sundays ;  and,  for  his  further  Encourage¬ 
ment,  is  to  be  prefen  ted,  on  a  Vacancy,  to  the  Re¬ 
ctory  of  Kemtjh ,  in  the  fame  County,  which  the  Du- 
chefs  has  appropriated  to  that  Ufe.  Befides  the  yearly 
Penfion  in  Money,  which  is  now  about  Eight  Guineas, 
fhe  hath  alfo  ordered  a  Cloth  Gown,  with  a  certain 
Quantity  of  Wood  every  Winter,  to  each  of  the 
Widows:  and  when  the  Eflates  which  fhe  has  given 
to  the  faid  Alms-houFe  (many  of  which  are  now  de- 
mi  fed  upon  Leafes  for  Lives)  fhall  fall  in,  and  (hall  pro¬ 
duce  a  clear  yearly  Income  of  more  than  400/.  fhe  hath 
appointed  additional  Lodgings  to  be  built  for  the  Re¬ 
ception  of  Twenty  more  Widows,  who  are  to  be  placed 
on  the  fame  Eftablifhment,  elected,  and  provided  for, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Thirty  former  ;  and  then  all 
the  Rents  and  Profits  of  the  faid  Eftates  (the  Salary  for 
the  Chaplain  and  a  Steward  being  firft  deducted)  fhall 
be  diflributed,  in  equal  Shares  and  Proportions,  between 
the  Fifty  Widows. 

The  Produce  of  all  the  Eflates  devifed  to  this,  and 
another  charitable  Ufe  which  I  fhall  mention  by  and- 
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>y,  upon  the  Determination  of  theLeafes  granted,  will, 
recording  to  the  beft  Information  I  could  get,  amount 
0  little  lefs  than  1000  L  per  dm. 

The  fame  charitable  Lady,  to  make  Provifion  for 
:he  helplefs  Young,  as  well  as  deftitute  Old,  has  alfo 
aequeathed  a  confiderable  yearly  Sum  for  the  appren- 
:icing  of  Ten  or  Twelve  Children  ;  in  which  a  Prefer¬ 
ence  is  to  be  given  to  fuch  as  were  born  in  her  Ma¬ 
nors. 

We  next  vifited  Hunger  ford  in  Berks ,  a  little  Mar¬ 
ket-town,  fituate  in  a  moorifh  Place,  remarkable  only  tor 
being  a  great  Thoroughfare  to  Bath  and  Brijlol ;  and 
for  Plenty  of  Trout  and  Crayfifh.  It  is  governed  by  a 
Conftable,  who  is  chofen  annually,  and  for  the  Time 
being  is  Lord  of  the  Manor.  From  this  Time  the  an¬ 
cient  Family  of  the  Barons  of  Hungerford  took  their 
Name  and  Title.  Thefirft  of  the  Family  was  the  hrft 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  5  1  Edw-  III. 
They  poftefTed  a  vaft  Effate  this  Way,  and  in  all  the 
neighbouring  Counties,  which  was  twice  forfeited,  for 
their  Attachment  to  the  Houfe  of  Lancajler .  This  vaft 
Eftate  fell,  by  a  Daughter,  to  the  famous  Lord  Haft- 
ings ,  who  was  executed  in  the  Reign  of  Richard  III. 
when  John  Howard ,  firft  Duke  of  Norfolk ,  had  a 
Grant  of  it  from  that  Prince  ;  who  falling  with  his 
Mafter  in  the  Battle  of  BoJwortb- Field,  King  Henry 
VII.  reftored  it,  with  the  Honour,  to  a  younger  Branch 
of  the  Hunger  fords ,  who  had  joined  him,  and  fhared  in 
the' Glory' of  that  Vi&ory.  But  one  of' his  Defcen- 
dents  fuffered  Death  for  Treafon,  31  Henry  VIIJ. 
tho’  Queen  Adary  reftored  them  again.  He  was  the 
Third  of  the  Family  who  died  for  Treafon:  fuch  Vi- 
ciftitudes  attended  this  noble  Family,  and  their  great 
Eftate. 

John  of  Gaunt  granted  to  the  Townspeople  the 
Liberty  of  the  Royal  Fifhing  within  certain  Bounds  in 
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the  River,  and  confirmed  it  by  a  Can,  that  holds  about! 
a  Quart ;  which  is  (hewn  to  this  Day. 

We  purfued  the  great  Road,  and  arrived  at  New¬ 
bury,  fituate  in  a  mod  fruitful  Plain,  and  watered  by 
the  River  Kenneth  which  is  made  navigable  up  to  the: 
Town,  which  carries  on  a  very  great  Trade  in  Malt,, 
l$c.  with  London.  It  is  governed  by  a  Mayor,  High- - 
JSteward,  Aldermen,  and  Burgedes.  The  Streets  are: 
fpacious,  and  the  Market-place  large,  where  there  is: 
great  Store  of  Corn  fold  ;  and  an  Hall,  for  the  Bufinefs 
of  the  Corporation,  dands  in  it. 

Here  is  alfo  a  good  Charity- fchool,  for  Forty  Boys';, 
endowed  with  65/.  a  Year. 

Near  this  Town  was  a  double  Scene  of  Blood  ;  for 
here  were  Two  obffinate  Battles,  fought  at  different 
Times,  between  the  King’s  Army  and  the  Parlia¬ 
ment’s;  King  Charles  being  prefent  at  them  both,  and 
both  were  fought  almod  upon  the  fame  Spot  of  Ground  ; 
the  firft  on  the  20th  of  September  1643.  and  the  other 
on  the  27th  of  October  1644.  In  thefe  Two  Battles  it 
was  obferved,  by  an  experienced  Soldier,  who  ferved 
in  the  King’s  Army,  that  the  Generals  on  both  Sides 
fhewed  the  mod:  exquifite  Skill  in  the  managing,  poft- 
ing,  bringing  up,  and  drawing  off,  their  Troops;  and 
.the  Men  fought  with  equal  Bravery.  In  the  firft  of 
thefe  Battles  the  Succefs  was  doubtful,  and  both  Sides 
claimed  the  Advantage  :  in  the  lad,  the  King’s  Army 
had  apparently  the  word:  of  it;  and  yet  the  King  in  a 
very  few  Days,  with  a  great  Body  of  Horfe,  brought 
off  his  Cannon,  which  he  had,  in  the  Clofe  of  the  Bat¬ 
tle,  thrown  into  Dunnington  Cadle,  and  carried  them 
away  to  Oxford,  the  Head- Quarter  of  his  Army:  and 
th  is  he  did  in  the  Sight  of  the  victorious  Army,  facing 
them  at  the  fune  time  with  a  Body  of  6000  Horfe : 
they,  on  the  other  hand,  not  thinking  fit  to  draw  out  to 
attack  him.  That  Retreat,  in  point  of  Plonour,  was 
equal  to  a  Victory;  and  gave  new  Courage,  as  Well  as 
Reputation,  to  the  King’s  Troops. 
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Part  of  Newbury  is  alfa  known  by  the  Name  of 
Spinham- lands ;  for  it  arofe  out  of  the  Ruins  of  an  old 
Town  called  Spine ,  the  Remains  of  which  now  join  to 
'Newbury ;  in  refpeCI  to  which  it  was  called  New  Bo~ 
rough ,  and,  for  Shortnefs,  Newbury.  It  is  noted,  among" 
other  Things,  for  Two  or  Three  good  Inns,  where 
Travelers  are  well  accommodated. 

This  Town  of  Newbury  was  an  antient  Clothing" 
Town,  tho’  now  little  of  that  Bufinefs  remains  to  it  y 
but  it  ftill  retains  a  manufacturing  Genius,  and  the 
People  are  generally  employed  in  making  Shalloon  ; 
which,  tho’  it  be  ufed  only  for  the  Lining  and  Infides* 
of  Mens  Cloaths,  yet  it  becomes  fo  generally  worn, 
both  at  Home  and  Abroad,  that  it  is  increafed  to  a 
Manufacture  by  itfelf,  and  is  more  confiderable  than* 
any  fingle  Manufacture  of  Stuffs  in  the  Nation.  This 
employs  the  Town  of  Newbury ,  as  alfo ■  Andover ^  a 
Town  I  have  already  defcribed,  Vol.  I.  p.  276.  and 
many  others  in  different  Counties  of  England. 

Here  began  the  Reformation,  as  Dr.  Twiffe  inti¬ 
mates,  by  calling  his  Hearers  the  Firjl-fruits  of  the  Go- 
fpel.  This  is  certain,  that  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  VIIL 
here  was  a  Society  of  about  200  Perfons,  who  worfhip- 
^ed  God  privately,  but  were  at  laft  betrayed  *,  when  140 
of  them  abjured,  and  fome  v/ere  burnt :  among  whom 
was  Thomas  Man ,  recorded  in  Fox' s  Affs  and  Monu¬ 
ments. 

Here  lived  the  famous  J a ck  of  Newbury ,  the  greateft 
Clothier  that  ever  was  in  England  ;  having  ico  Looms 
at  Work  in  his  own  Houfe.  He  flourifhed  in  the  Reign 
of  Henry  VIII.  and  marched  at  the  Head  of  100  of 
his  own  Men,  all  cloathed  in  an  Uniform,  and  main-” 
tained  by  himfelf,  to  the  Battle  of  Flodden- Field,  where 
he  behaved  well.  He  rebuilt  Part  of  Newbury  Church, 
and  the  whole  Tower  of  it.  This  is  one  of  the  Two 
Legatee  Towns  (as  they  were  called)  in  the  Will  of 
the  famous  Mr.  Kenrick  \  who,  being  the  Son  of  a 
Clothier  of  Newbury  y  and  afterwards  a  Merchant  in  Lon- 
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don ,  left  4000  /.  to  Newbury ,  and  7500  /.  to  Readings 
to  encourage  the  Clothing  Trade,  and  to  fet  the  Poor 
at  Work,  befides' other 'Gifts,  of  extraordinary  Value, 
to  the  Poor. 

This  Gentleman’s  Will  is  to  be  feen  at  large  in 
S tow's  Survey  of  London ,  to  which  I  refer. 

What  Improvement  the  Towns  of  Newbury  and 
Reading  have  made  of  thefe  great  Sums,  I  did  not  in¬ 
quire  into. 

Near  Newbury  the  late  Earl  of  Craven  built  a  very 
flately  Pile  of  Buildings,  for  his  own  Dwelling,  called 
Spine ;  but  as  it  was  never  quite  finifhed,  fo  I  do  not 
underftand,  that  his  Lordftiip  ever  came  to  live  in  it : 
and  fome  Years  ago  it  was,  by  a  fudden  Fire,  burnt 
down  to  the  Ground.  It  was  reported,  that  that 
Lord  built  this  magnificent  Palace  (for  fuch  it  reeily 
was)  at  a  time  when  he  had  Hopes  of  marrying  Ma- 
dame  Royaie ,  as  (he  was  then  called,  viz .  the  Queen 
of  Bohemia,  Siller  to  King  Charles  I.  who,  then 
a  Widow,  lived  under  the  Shadow  of  the  Englijb 
Court :  but,  being  fruftrated  in  that  View,  the  Earl 
went  no  fa  ther  in  his  Building.  But  his  pre'eni  Lord- 
Ihip  has  lately  rebuilt  this  Houfe  ;  and,  tho’  not  in  fo 
grand  a  manner  as  the  former,  it  is  very  commo¬ 
dious. 

Weftward,  a  little  out  of  our  Way,  we  vifited  the 
Ruins  of  the  Cafile  of  Donnington ,  which  was  feated  on 
the  Brow  of  an  high  Hill,  wafhed  by  the  little  River 
Lambourn ;  and  had  been  the  Seat  of  Sir  Geoffrey  Chan¬ 
ter,  Father  of  Englijh  Poetry.  They  (hew  us  a  Place 
here,  where,  in  his  Days,  as  well  as  many  Years  fince, 
even  down  to  the  Memory  of  fome  of  the  Inhabitants^ 
now  living,  flourifhed  a  great  Oak,  called  Chaucer's, 
Oak ,  where,  they  tell  you,  he  ufed  to  fit,  and  compofe 
his  Poems. 

This  Caftle  wa$  garifoned  by  King  Charles* I.  and 
defended,  by  its  Governor  Sir  John  Boys,  againfl  Ma¬ 
jor-General  Middkteriy  Colonel  Horton ,  the  Earl  of' 
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Mancbejler ,  and  the  Earl  of  Eft  ex-,  of  the  Parliament’s 
Side. 

We  went  forward  to  the  Town  of  Lambourn ,  fa 
called  from  the  River  which  runs  down  and  falls  into 
the  Kennet ,  near  Thatcham.  There  are  Two  Places  fo 
called,  and  diftinguifiied  by  the  Name  of  the  Upper 
and  Lower.  The  Lower  Lambourn  is  the  largeft,  and 
-has  been  a  Market-town  ever  fince  the  Reign  of  K» 
Henry  III.  The  River  Lambourn  is  remarkable  for 
eing  very  low  in  Winter,  and  high  in  Summer  :  it 
goes  off  about  Michaelmas ;  and  •  the  fooner  it  goes, 
the  more  plentiful,  fay  the  Inhabitants,  will  that  Year 
be. 

At  Newbury  we  quitted  the  high  Road,  and,  being 
I  defirous  to  fee  fomething  of  the  North  of  Berkfhire , 
i  we  flruck  up  to  IJlip,  which,  tho’  but  an  inconfider- 
fable  little  Town,  yet  has  a  good  weekly  Market  for 
Sheep. 

We  paffed  North* weflward  to  Wantage,  the  Capital 
of  an  Hundred  fo  called,  a  Town  of  fome  Antiquity, 
1  pretty  good,  and  neat.  It  is  noted  for  being  the  Birth- 
I  place  of  the  renowned  King  Alfred ,  and  is  watered  by 
(the  Och.  On  Sinodun  Hill,  in  the  Time  of  the  Ro¬ 
ll  mans ,  was  a  ftrong  Cable.  The  Plough  frequently, 
to  this  Day,  turns  up  Roman  Coins,  and  other  Anti¬ 
quities. 

From  Wantage  we  advanced  into  the  fine  and  fertile 
Vale  of  Wbitehorfe ,  which  extends  almofi  from  Far- 
ringdon  to  Abingdon ,  tho’  not  in  a  direct  Line.  Look¬ 
ing  South  from  the  Vale ,  we  fee  a  Trench  cut  on  the 
Side  of  an  high  green  Hill  in  the  Shape  of  an  Plorfe, 
and  not  ill  done.  The  Trench  is  about  a  Yard  deep, 
and  filled  almoft  up  with  Chalk  ;  fo  that,  at  a  Di fiance, 
you  fee  the  exa6I  Shape  of  a  white  Horfe ,  fo  large,  as 
takes  up  near  an  Acre  of  Ground.  From  this  Figure 
the  Hill-  is  called  Whit ehorfe -Hill,  and  the  Vale  below 
takes  alfo  its  Name.  5Tis  faid  to  be  done  in  order  to 
•commemorate  a  fignal  Victory $  and  fome  give  it  to 
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the  Saxons ,  whofe  Device  was,  and  (fill  is,  a  white 
Horfe. 

Weftwardof  this  Vale,  lies  AJhbury,  betwixt  which 
and  Wantage  is  a  very  large  Camp  on  the  Brow  of  an 
Hill :  ’tis  lingle-work’d,  and  of  a  quadrangular  Form,,, 
which  (hews  it  a  Roman  Work. 

The  neighbouring  Parifh  to  this  Wbitehorfe  have  a 
Cuftom  annually,  at  Mulfummer ,  to  go  and  weed  it, 
in  order  to  keep  it  in  Shape  and  Colour;  and,  when 
they  have  done  their  Work,  they  end  the  Day  in  FealD- 
ing  and  Merriment. 

We  arrived  at  Farringdon ,  noted  for  its  pleafant  Si¬ 
tuation  on  an  Hill.  It  has  a  very  good  Market  week¬ 
ly,  and  is  very  neat  and  clean.  In  this  Place  may  be: 
feen  the  Ruins  of  a  Caftle,  built  by  Robert  Earl  of  Glow- 
cefter ,  in  King  Stephen's  Reign:  here  was  alfo  a  Priory 
of  Giftercian  Mouks.  The  Church  is  large,  and  hand- 
fome. 

From  hence  we  went  partly  by  the  Foreft  to  Abing¬ 
don, ,  an  handfome  well-built  Town,  where  the  Affizes 
and  Seffions,  and  other  public  Meetings  of  the  County, 
are  fometimes  held.  Here  is  a  (lately  Market-houies 
bu  It  on  high  Pillars.  It  is  of  moil  curious  Afhkr 
Workmanfhip,  and  may  claim  the  ‘Pre-eminence  oS 
any  other  in  England.  "Over  it.  is  a  large  Hall  for  the 
Affize.  The  Town  confifts  of  feveral  welb  paved 
Streets,  which  centre  in  an  open  and  fpacious  Place, 
where  the  Corn- market  is  kept.  They  make  great 
Quantities  of  Malt  here,  and  fend  it  by  Barges  to  Lon¬ 
don.  Here  is  a  good  Free-fchool,  and  alfo  a  Charity- 
fchool,  founded  Anno  1563.  by  John  Royfe.  The  Cor¬ 
poration  is  governed  by  a  Mayor,  Two  Bailiffs,  ant 
Nine  Aldermen  ;  and  returns  One  Member  only  tc 
Parliament. 

It  is  an  antientTown,  and  was  famed  for  Religion 
Houfes  in  the  Time  of  the  anticnt  Britons.  It  wa; 
alfo  famous  for  having  feveral  Synods  held  there,,  anc 

for  one  of  the  noblefl  Abbeys  in  the  Kingdom  3  found 
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ed,  as  it  is  faid,  by  Heane,  Nephew  to  Ciffa ,  Father  to 
King  Ina.  Henry  I.  was  educated  in  this  Monaftery. 
Here  are  Two  Churches,  and  there  was  formerly  a 
very  fine  Crofs,  which  was  deftroved  in  the  late  Civil 
Wars. 

We  next  came  to  Wallingford,  called,  by  the  an- 
tient  Britons ,  Gwal  Hen ,  i.  e.  Old  Fort  ;  a  Place  of 
great  Figure,  as  well  in  their  Days,  and  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  as  of  the  Saxons  and  Danes  ;  the  laft  of  whom 
deftroyed  it  in  1006.  but  it  was  foon  rebuilt,  and 
efteemed  a  Borough,  in  the  Confeffors  time.  It  has 
been  defended  by  a  ftrong  Caftle,  which  has  been  long 
fince  demolifhed.  It  is  Fill  a  large  well-built  Town, 
.has  a  good  Market-place  and  Town-hall,  where  the 
Affizes  have  been  fometimes  held,  and  a  Quarter- 
feflion  for  the  Borough  always.  It  has  ftill  two 
Churches  Handing,  but  one  was  very  much  damaged 
in  the  Civil  Wars,  when  Two  others  here  were  alto¬ 
gether  deftroyed.  It  has  Two  weekly  Markets, and  is 
governed  by  a  Mayor,  Burgefles,  &c.  and  returns  Two 
Members  to  Parliament. 

Leland  records,  That  Richard  of  Wallingford,  Ab- 
bat  of  St.  Albans,  was  born  here.  He  was  a  famous 
Mathematician,  and  the  Inventor  of  a  Clock  that 
.(hewed  not  only  the  Courfe  of  the  Sun,  Moon,  and 
Fixed  Stars,  but  the  Ebbing  and  the  Flowing  of  the 
Sea. 

The  Village  of  AJlon  is  famous  for  a  Battle  fought 
there  Anno  8yi.  between  the  Danes  and  the  Saxons ;  in 
which  the  latter  were  routed  by  Eth tired ,  and  his  Bro¬ 
ther  Alfred. 

Here  we  crcfshi  the  Thames  into  Oxford  fire ;  and 
leaving  Waihington ,  a  little  inconftderable  Market- 
town  on  the  Left,  we  fell  down  thro’  Netlebcd  (like- 
wife  a  Town  of  little  Note)  to  Henley  upon  Thames ,  a 
very  antient  Town,  the  Name  being  derived  from  the 
Brltijh  Word  Hen  lleyfu  e.  Old  Place.  It  was  for- 
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me'r'.V  Part  of  the  Eftate  of  the  Barons  of  Hungerfordi 
mentioned  before.  It  is  now  a  Corporation  of  great 
Account,  governed  by  a  Warden,  Burge  fifes,  and  other 
Officers.  It  has  a  considerable  Corn  and  Malt- mar¬ 
ket  The  Inhabitants  are  moftly  Maltflers,  Meal- 
men,  and  Bargemen;  who,  by  carrying  Corn  and 
Timber  to  London ,  get  a  gainful  Living,  and  enrich 
the  Neighbourhood.  It  has  a  good  Free  Grammar- 
fchool,  and  alfo  a  Charity- fchool,  liberally  endowed, 
for  teaching,  cloathing,  and  apprenticing,  feveral  poor 
Children:  here  is  alfo  an  Alms-hou  e,  but  mean<y  en¬ 
dowed  ;  for  tho*  there  are  not  above  Six  or  Seven  Per¬ 
sons  in  it,  they  have  but  Sixpence  apiece  weekly,  for 
their  Allowance. 


We  return’d,  over  a  wooden  Bridge,  into  Berkshire  i 
and  as  Thatcham ,  Woolhamptofy  and  Theale ,  which  lie 
between  Newbury  and  Reading ,  are,  at  prefent,  noted 
only  for  being  great  Thoroughfare- towns,  and  lull  Oi 
Inns,  we  went  no  farther  back  than  Reading. 

Reading  is  fo  call’d  from  the  Britijh  Word  Rhedm^ 
j  e>  Rerny  which  formerly  grew  in  great  Quantity  there. 
It  is  a  very  large  and  wealthy  Town,  handfomely  built, 
the  Inhabitants  rich,  and  driving  a  very  great  Trade  : 
the  Town  is  fituated  on  the  River  Rennet ,  but  fo  near 
the  Thames ,  that  the  larged  Barges  which  they  ufe, 
may  come  up  to  the  Town-Bridge,  where  they  have 
Wharfs  to  load  and  unload  them.  1  heir  chief  I  rade 
is  by  this  River- navigation  to  and  from  London ,  tbo 
thev  have  neceffiarily  a  great  T  rade  !nto  the  Country, 
for  the  Confumption  of  the  Goods  which  they  bring 
bv  their  Barges  from  London ;  and,  particularly,  Coals, 
Salt,  Grocery- wares,  Tobacco,  Oils,  and  ail  heavy 

^  They  fend  from  hence  to  London,  by  thefe  Barges, 
very  great  Quantities  of  Malt  and  Meal ;  and  thefe 
are  the  Two  principal  Articles  of  their  Loadings,  Some 
of  thofe  Barges  are  fo  large,  that  I  was  told,  they 
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ring  a  thoufand,  or  Twelve  hundred  Quarters  of  Malt 
:  a  time;  which,  according  to  the  ordinary  Compil¬ 
ation  of  Tonage  in  the  Freight  of  other  Veftels,  is 
om  an  Hundred  to  an  Hundred  and  Twenty  Ton,dead 
height. 

They  alfo  fend  very  great  Quantities  of  Timber 
om  Reading:  for  Berkjhire  being  a  well* wooded 
bounty,  and  the  River  Thames  a  convenient  Convey- 
ace  for  the  Timber,  they  tranfport  the  largeft  and 
ireft  of  the  Timber  to  London ,  which  is  generally 
ought  by  the  Shipwrights  in  the  River,  for  the  build- 
)g  Merchant-Ships.  The  like  Trade  of  Timber  is 
irried  on  at  Heniev  above-mentioned,  and  at  Maiden - 
<ad ;  of  which  in  its  Place. 

A  large  Manufacture  of  Sail-cloth  was  fet  up  in 
'ending  by  the  late  Sir  Ovjen  Buckingham ,  Lord  Mayor 
f  London ,  and  many  of  the  poor  People  were  profit- 
oly  employed  in  it ;  but  Sir  Owen  dying,  and  his  Son 
emg  unhappily  kill’d  in  a  Duel  a  little  while  after* 
iat  Manufacture  died  alfo. 

Here  is,  however,  ft  ill  a  Remnant  of  the  Woollen 
lanufaCture,  which  was  once  carried  on  in  it  to  a 
ary  confiderable  Degree ;  and  this  Town,  as  well  as 
Jewbury ,  has  enjoyed  the  above-mentioned  Legacies 
f  Mr.  Kenrick ,  to  fet  the  Poor  at  Work,  and  encou- 
ige  the  Clothing  Trade;  viz .  7500  /. 

Mr.  Camden's  Continuator  fays,  there  were  once 
4.0  Mafter- Clothiers  in  this  one  Town  ;  but  now 
ley  are  almoft  all  gone.  During  the  Civil  Wars  in 
' ngland ,  this  Town  was  ftrongly  fortified ;  and  the  Re- 
iains  of  the  Baftions,  and  other  Works,  are  ftill  to  be 
en. 


There  are  Three  Churches,  St .  Mary's^  St,  Lau - 
•nee's;  and  St.  Giles's ,  built  of  Flint,  and  fquare 
Ones,  in  the  quincunx  Faftiion,  with  tall  Towers  of 
ie  fame:  here  are  alfo  Two  large  Meeting- houfes, 
dides  that  of  the  Quakers.  Camden  calls  it  a  little 
ity:  it  is  laid  to  contain  about  8000  People,  in¬ 
cluding 
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eluding  a  little  Hamlet  at  the  Bridge  over  the  Thames' 
Archbilfhop  Laud  was  born  in  this  Town :  his  Fathe 
was  a  Clothier.  That  Prelate  left  confiderable  Le 
gacies  to  young  People  of  this  Town,  of  bot! 
Sexes. 

It  was  formerly  noted  for  a  very  famous  Abbey 
and  other  religious  Foundations.  The  Parliament  o 
England  has  fometimes  been  held  in  the  Abbey.  Itftooc 
in  a  charming  Situation,  and  large  Ruins  of  it  are  ftil 
vifible,  built  of  F lint :  the  Walls  which  remain  ar 
about  Eight  Feet  thick,  tho’  the  Stone  that  faced  then 
is  gone.  What  is  left  is  fo  hard  cemented,  that  th 
Labour,  in  feparating  them,  would  not  be  anfwere* 
by  their  Ufe.  There  are  many  Remnants  of  arche* 
Vaults,  a  good  Height  above-ground,  whereon  Hood 
as  may  be  prefumed,  the  Hall,  Lodgings,  &c.  Th.) 
Abbey  Gate- ho  ufe  is  yet  pretty  intire. 

i  his  was  built  by  King  Henry  I.  on  an  old  Abbey 
formerly  eredied  by  a  Saxon  Lady.  Fhat  Prince  wa; 
buried  in  it,  with  his  Queen  ;  but  their  Monument 
are  loft  in  the  Ruins  of  the  Place,  and  no- where  to  b 
found. 

There  was  a  famous  old  Caftle,  demolifh’d  by  Kin 
Henry  II.  for  being  a  Place  of  Refuge  for  King  Ste, 
fheri  s  Party. 

1  he  Emprefs  Maud ,  Daughter  of  Elenry  I.  was  alt 
buried  here;  but  her  Monument  is  loft,  as  well  as  tb 
ethers. 

The  governing  Part  of  this  Corporation  confifts  of 
Mayor,  Twelve  Aldermen,  Twelve  Burgefth,  ar 
other  Officers.  Four  Fairs  are  annually  held  here  c 
Candlemas- day ,  May  i.  St.  James  s- day  y  and  Michae 
mas.  Reading  lends  T wo  Members  to  Parliament. 

1  hedeceafed  Earlot  Cadogan ,  who  was  created  Bare 
of  Reading  by  his  late  Majefty  King  George  I.  in  171 11 
built  a  line  large  Houfe  at  Caverjham  near  Readi\ 
which  his  Succeftor,  the  prefent  Lord  Cadogan ,  thoug; 
lit  to  reduce  to  a  fmaller  and  more  coavenient  Size  3 
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fs  regarding  the  outward  Glare  of  Magnificence,  than 
fe  and  Convenience. 

At  Reading ,  in  the  Year  1688.  began  the  univerfal 
larm  that  fpread  over  the  whole  Kingdom'  (almoft  at 
ie  fame  time),  of  the  Irijh  being  coming  to  cut  every 
)dy’s  Throats ;  which  was  carried  from  Town  to 
own  by  Peoples  Fears  and  Terrors,  aggravated  by  the 
lenacesof  an  Jrijh  Detachment  of  Soldiers,  who  were 
pat  out  of  Reading  by  theDutch,  and  prevented  taking 
[e  Quarters  they  intended,  at  Maidenhead ,  Colebrook , 
lanes ,  &c. 

3  It  is  impofilble  to  exprefs  the  Confternation  of  the 
eople  all  over  England  on  this  Occafion  ;  for  the  ter- 
ble  Story  fpread  (like  the  Undulations  of  the  Water 
a  Pond,  when  a  flat  Stone  is  caft  upon  the  Surface) 
1  over  the  Kingdom,  as  I  have  faid,  in  one  Day;  for 
ear  gave  Wings  to  the  News  :  no  Poft  could  carry  it 
it  flew  from  Town  to  Town  ;  and  flill  every  Mef- 
nger  had  Two  Articles  with  him:  1.  Not  that  fucft 
id  fuch  Towns  were  to  be  burnt  and  plundered  by  them* 
it  that  they  were  already  burnt:  and,  2.  That  the 
ijh  were  at  their  Heels,  to  do  the  like  there.  And 
e  Service  this  Report  did  to  the  Caufe  oftheRevolu- 
m,  is  hardly  to  be  imagined. 

Within  lefs  than  a  Furlong  of  the  Town,  to  the 
>uth-weft,  and  within  100  Yards  of  the  Rennet ,  on 
little  rifling  Ground,  called  Catfgrov  e-hill,  is  a  Stra¬ 
in  of  Oyfters  Five  or  Six  Inches  thro’  the  Hill  ;  many 
them  large  and  intire,  others  decayed  and  moulder- 
g- 

Near  Wadly  is  a  Tree,  which  has  contra&ed  a  pe- 
fying  Cruft,  about  the  Thicknefs  of  a  Shilling,  over 
Part  which  has  been  lopped  off  with  an  Ax. 

Rwyford  is  about  Five  Miles  Eaft  of  Reading ,  and  is 
ily  noted,  like  Eheale ,  and  the  other  Towns  beyond 
lading ,  for  its  Number  of  Inns,  for  the  Accommo- 
tions  of  Carriers,  &c. 


Juft 
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Juft  beyond  Theafe ,  is  Ingle  fields  where  King  Ethe& 
wolf  routed  the  Danes. 

From  Reading  I  went  to  Great  Marlow  in  Ruck 
inghamjh're ;  which,  tho’  not  in  the  direct  Road,  ye* 
lying  on  the  Ranks  of  the  River  Thames ,  is  prope 
enough  to  be  fpoken  of,  as  it  fends  Two  Members  t 
Parliament,  and  is  particularly  worth  Notice  for  feve 
ral  other  Things. 

1.  It  is  a  Town  of  very  great  Embarkation  on  th 
Thames ,  not  fo  much  for  Manufadfures  wrought  het 
(for  the  Trade  of  the  Town  is  chiefly  in  Bone- lace ’ 
but  for  Goods  brought  from  the  neighbouring  Towns 
a  very  great  Quantity  of  Malt  and  Meal,  particu 
lari y,  being  brought  hither  from  High  JViekharr 
which  is  one  of  the  sreateft  Corn-markets  on  this  Sid 
of  England ,  and  lies  on  the  Road  from  London  to  Q* 
ford. 

2.  Between  High  ITickham  and  Marlow ,  is  a  litt 
River  called  the  Loddon ,  on  which  are  a  great  man 
Corn- mills,  and  fome  Paper-mills:1  the  firft  of  the 
grind  and  drefs  the  Wheat,  and  then  the  Meal  is  fer 
to  Marlow ,  and  put  on  board  the  Barges  for  London 
and  the  fecond  make  great  Quantities  of  ordinal! 
Printing-paper. 

3.  On  the  Thames ,  juft  by  the  Side  of  this  Towi 
tho’  on  the  other  Bank,  are  Three  very  remarkabi 
Milb,  called  the  Temple- mills ,  or  the  Brafs- mills,  fo 
making  Bifham  Abbey  Battery -  work,  as  they  call  i 
viz.  Brafs  Kettles  and  Pans,  &c.  of  all  Sorts.  An 
thefe  Works  were  attended  with  no  fmall  Succefs,  ti 
in  the  Year  1720.  they  made  a  Bubble  of  it;  and  the 
it  ran  the  Fate  of  all  the  Bubbles  at  that  time. 

4.  Next  to  thefe  are  Two  Mills,  whirh  are  both 
an  extraordinary  kind  ;  one,  for  making  of  Thimble 
a  Work  which  performs  to  Admiration  ;  and  anothe 
for  prefting  of  Oil  from  Rape  and  Flax-feed  ;  bo< 
which  turn  to  very  good  Account  to  the  Proprietors. 

.  Hitb 
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Hither  is  alfo  brought  down  a  vaft  Quantity  ofReech-^ 
ood,  which  grows  in  Buckingha?njhire  more  plenti- 
lly  than  in  any  other  Part  of  England \  and  from, 
hence  the  County  itfeif  derives  its  Name. 

At  Bijham  in  Berks,  over-againft  this  Town,  was 
rmerly  an  Abbey  ;  and  the  Remains  of  it  are  ftill  to 
:  feen.  The  Eftate  belonged  once  to  the  Knights 
emplars ,  and  fince  came  to  the  antient  Family  of  Hobby , 
hereof  Sir  William  Hobby ,  and  Sir  Edward  Hobby , 
e  noted  in  our  Hiftories  •,  the  latter  as  having  been 
nployed  by  Queen  Elizabeth  in  the  moil  important 
reign  Negotiations,  as  a  learned  Man,  and  great  An- 
quary.  Their  Monuments,  with  thofe  of  their  Ladies 
id  Children,  are  in  the  little  Church  of  Bijham ,  and 
ell  worth  feeing.  The  Seat  of  the  Family  is  now  in 
^rfetjhire ;  but  hither  they  are  generally  all  brought, 
hen  they  die,  to  be  buried  with  their  Anceftors. 

A  little  higher,  on  the  fame  Side  of  the  River,  is 
Jurley ,  an  antient  Seat  of  the  late  Lord  Lovelace  ;  but 
1  the  Male  Branches  of  the  Family  being  extir,<5l  it 
.me,  by  the  Daughter  and  Pleirefs,  to  Sir  Henry  Jo \n- 
n,  of  Blackwell,  near  Ratcliffe ,  who  originally  was 
vly  a  Shipwright,  or  Mailer- builder,  at  the  great 
ard  and  Dock  there,  of  which  I  {ball  fpeak  in  their 
lace. 

This  Lady  left  only  one  Daughter,  married  to  the 
te  Earl  of  Strafford. 

From  hence  we  fell  with  the  Thames,  into  Maid  n- 
'ad,  and  fo  came  into  the  London  Road  again.  It  is 
i  antient  Corporation  under  the  Government  of  an 
igh- Steward,  a  Mayor,  Stev/ard,  and  Ten  Alder- 
len  ;  out  of  which  they,  annually  ele£l  Fwo  Bridge- 
iafters  to  look  after  the  large  'Limber  Bridge  which 
sre  croiTes  the  Thames,  for  the  Repair  of  which  the 
own  has  Three  Trees  annually  allowed  them  out  of 
Vindfor  Fore  ft.  The  Mayor  for  the  Time  being  is 
■ler.k  of  the  Market,  and  Coroner »  and  he,  and-t he 
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Mayor  for  the  preceding  Year,  and  the  Steward,  an 
Juftices  of  the  Peace:  they  choofe  yearly  Two  Mace 
bearers.  It  is  faid  to  have  had  its  Name  from  an  Heai 
worfhiped  there  before  the  Reformation,  of  one  of  th 
Eleven  thoufand  Virgins,  that,  the  Legends  tell  us 
were  martyred  with  St.  Urfula  :  yet  it  was  inccrpc 
rated,  in  the  26th  of  Edward  III.  by  the  Name  c 
The  Fraternity  or  Guild  of  the  Brothers  and  Sifters  c 
Maiden-hith.  The  Town  is  a  large  Thoroughfare 
with  many  good  Inns  in  it,  and  has  a  good  Marke 
weekly  every  Wednefday.  It  lies  in  Two^Parilhes :  on 
Part  of  it  is  in  Bray,  famous  of  old  for  its  conformin 
Vicar  to  all  Changes  in  Church  and  State  ;  the  othe 
in  Cookham :  and  the  Barge-pier  of  the  Bridge  divide 
Buckinghamjhire  and  Berkfhire.  The  public  Building 
are,  the  Bridge,  and  the  Corporation-chapel ;  the  Mt 
nifter  of  which  is  chofen  by  the  Inhabitants,  and  1 
not  fuhjedl  to  Epifcopal  Vifttation. 

Not  far  from  Maidenhead ,  at  Laurence-  Wahham,  wa 
a  cnoftderable  Roman  Fort.  It  flood  in  a  Field  nov 
called  Weycock ,  or  High- Rood ;  in  which  Roman  Coir 
have  been  frequently  plowed  up. 

As  f®on  as  you  are  out  of  Maidenhead ,  you  fe: 
CHefden  on  your  Left,  where  George  Duke  of  Buck 
ingham  began  a  magnificent  and  delightful  Palace,  whic 
the  late  Far!  of  Orkney  afterwards  purchafed  of  thi 
Family,  and  finifhed  ;  and  had  the  Honour  to  be  th 
Summer  Retreat  of  his  late  Royal  Highnefs  Freden 
Prince  of  Wales . 

We  came  to  Slough,  a  Village  Five  Miles  Eaft  c 
Maidenhead ,  wnich  confifts  almoft  intirely  of  Inn. 
They  feem  to  vie  with  one  another,  and  ’tis  wonder 
ful  how  they  all  fubfift;  and  efpecially,  as  they  are  op 
pofed  by  the  Two  famous  new  ones  of  the  Cajlle  ant 
Windmill,  a  little  Way  out  of  Slough ,  which  are  muc: 
more  delightfully  fituated,  and  have  better  Accommc 
dations. 

•  f  He* 
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Here  we  left  the  Road,  and  turn’d  to  the  Right,  and 
on  arrived  at  Eton ,  where  is  the  fineft  School  for 
Grammar  Learning,  that  is  in  Britain ,  or,  perhaps, 
1  Europe . 

The  Buildings,  except  the  great  School-room,  are 
itient }  th-  Chapel  Gothic  j  but  ail  has  been  repaired, 
a  very  great  Expence,  out  of  the  College-Stock’ 
athin  thefe  few  Years,  and  a  noble  Library  built  for 
ie  Reception  of  Books. 

In  the  great  Court,  a  fine  Statue  isere&ed  to  the  Ho - 
3ur  of  the  Founder,  by  Dr.  Godolphin ,  late  Dean  of 
t.  Paul's ,  and  ProvofI  of  this  College ;  and  the  Li- 
•ary  has  received  feveral  confiderable  Benefadtions  ;  par- 
cularly,  very  lately,  the  fine  Colleton  of  Richard 
opham,  Efq;  formerly  Keeper  of  the  Records  in  the 
°wer9  which  was  prefented  to  it  by  the  late  excellent 
ord  Chief  Juftice  Reeves.  And  before  that  a  Coi¬ 
tion  of  Books,  valued  at  2000  /,  was  left  to  it  by  Dr. 
7addington ,  late  Bifhop  of  Chichefler. 

The  Gardens,  which  extend  from  the  College  down 
moft  to  the  Bank  of  the  Thames ,  are  well  planted  and 

?pt. 

This  College  was  founded  by  Kins:  Henry  VI.  a 
rince  munificent  in  his  Gifts  for  the  Encouragement 
Learning.  Witnefs,  befides  this  noble  Foundation, 
at  of  Kings  College  in  Cambridge ,  to  which  the 
:holars  of  Eton  are  annually  removed ;  and  which, 
id  it  been  perfedfed  as  he  defigned  it,  would 
tve  been  the  noblefi:  Building  of  the  Kind  in  the 
dorld.  But  his  SuccefTor  and  Depofer,  King  Ed- 
ard  IV.  took  feveral  Manors  from  Eton  College, 
d  bellowed  them  on  their  Neighbours  at  Windfor\ 
id  had  intended  to  have  taken  from  them  {fill  more, 
d  not  the  celebrated  Aane  Shore  folicited  in  their  be- 
If. 

This  College  has  a  fettled  Revenue  of  about  5000  /. 
r  Ann.  and  maintains  a  Provofl,  a  Vice-pro  voft, 
ho  is  alfo  a  Fellow,  Six  other  Fellows,  and  Seventy 

Scholars 
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Scholars  on  the  Foundation,  behdes  a  full  Choir  fc 
the  Chapel,  with  neceffary  Officers  and  Servants.  T1 
School  is  divided  into  the  upper  and  lower,  and  eac 
into  T  hree  ClafTes ;  each  School  has  One  Mailer,  an 
each  Mailer  Four  Affillants,  or  Ufhers.  None  ai 
received  into  the  upper  School,  till  they  can  make  La 
tin  Verfes,  and  have  a  tolerable  Knowlege  of  the  Greet 
In  the  lower  School  the  Childien  are  received  ver 
young,  and  are  initiated  into  all  School-learning.  Be 
Tides  the  Seventy  Scholars  upon  the  Foundation,  ther 
are  always  abundance  of  Children,  generally  fpeaking 
of  the  bell  Families,  and  of  Perfons  of  Diftindtion,  wh 
are  boarded  in  the  Houfes  of  the  Townfmen,  and  with 
in  the  College. 

The  Number  of  Scholars  in {lru£fed  here  ufed  to  b 
from  400  to  500  ;  but  has  not  been,  for  feveral  Year 
pafF  more  than  320. 

The  Election  of  Scholars  for  the  Univerfity,  out  c 
this  School,  is  made  annually,  on  the  Firft  Tuefday  ii 
Aiiguji :  in  order  to  it,  Three  Perfons  are  deputed,  fron 
Kind’s  College  in  Cambridge ;  viz  the  Provoft  of  tha 
College,  and  One  fenior,  and  One  junior  Pofer,  Fe' 
lows  of  the  fame  ;  who,  being  joined  by  the  Provofi 
Vice- pro voft,  and  Head-mafter  of  Eton  College,  call  be 
fore  them  the  Scholars  of  the  upper  Oafs ;  and,  exa 
mining  them  in  the  feveral  Parts  of  their  Learning 
choofe  out  Twelve  fuch  as  they  think  befl  qualified,  an 
enter  them  in  a  Roll,  or  Lift,  for  the  Univerfit} 
Thefe  Youths  are  not  immediately  removed  from  th 
School,  but  muft  wait  till  Vacancies  fall  in  King 
College ;  and,  as  fuch  happen,  are  then  taken  as  the 
{land  in  Seniority  in  the  Roll  ofEledlion. 

When  a  Scholar  from  Eton  comes  to  King's  Collega 
he  is  received  upon  the  Foundation,  and  purfues  b 
.Studies  there  for  Three  Years:  after  which,  he  clairr 
a  Fellowfhip,  unlefs  forfeited  by  Marriage,  acceptin 
of  ecclefiaftic  Preferments,  &c,  according  to  the  Tern; 
of  the  Statutes, 
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The  Provoft  has  a  noble  Hcufe  and  Garden,  befides 
he  Ufeof  the  College  Gardens,  at  his  Pleafure. 

I  am  now  come  to  Windfor ,  fo  called  from  its  wind* 
ng  Banks,  or  Shore where  I  mud,  for  a  while,  quit 
he  Subject  of  Trade  and  Navigation,  in  order  to  de¬ 
ed  be  the  mod  beautiful  and  pleafantly-fitiiated  Caflie, 
nd  Royal  Palace,  in  the  whole  Iile  of  Great  Britain. 

William  the  Conqueror  was  the  drd  of  our  Englifh 
Vlonarchs,  who  didinguifhed  Wind  for.  That  Prince, 
vho  delighted  much  in  Hunting,  finding  it  a  Situation 
lighly  proper  for  that  Purpofe,  and,  as  he  faid  of  it,  a 
uitabe  Place  for  the  Entertainment  of  Kings,  agreed 
yith  the  Abbat  of  Wejhninjler  for  an  Exchange,  and  fo 
:ook  Pofiefilon  of  it.  'He  built  a  Caftle  here,  and  had 
everal  little  Lodges,  or  Hunting-houfes,  in  the  Fore  ft 
idjoining  \  and  frequently  lodged,  for  the  Conveniency 
af  his  Sport,  in  an  Houfe  which  the  Monks  before  en¬ 
joyed,  near  or  in  the  Town  of  Windfor  ;  for  the  Town 
is  much  more  antient  than  the  prefent  Cadle,  and  was 
an  eminent  Pafs  upon  the  Thames  in  the  Reigns  of  the 
Saxon  Kings, 

Henry  I.  rebuilt  and  fortified  it,  fummoning  all  his 
Nobility  to  attend  him  here,  at  Whitfuntide ;  in  the 
10th  Year  of  his  Reign.  Here  Edward  1.  had  Four 
Chil  dren  born  by  his  Queen  Eleanor ,  who  took  great 
Delight  in  this  Situation  :  but  it  did  not  arrive  at  fur¬ 
ther  Magnificence  till  the  Reign  of  King  Edward  III. 
who,  being  called  Edward  of  Windfor ,  becaufe  there 
born,  and  taking  an  extreme  Liking  to  this  Place,  re- 
folveJ  to  fix  his  Summer-refidence  here;  and,  accord- 
ingly,  laid  out,  himfelf,  the  Plan  of  that  magnificent 
Palace,  which,  as  to  outward  Form  and  Building,  we 
now  fee  there  :  for  whatever  has  been  done,  as  to  beau-- 
tifying,  altering,  or  amending,  the  Infide  and  Apart¬ 
ments  ;  nothing  has  been  added  to  the  Building  itfelf, 
except  that  noble  Terrace,  which  runs  under  the  North 
Front,  and  leads  to  the  Green  on  the  Park,  attheEaft- 
Vol.II.  E  fide 
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fide  or  End  of  it,  along  which"  the  fine  Lodgings,  and 
Royal  Apartments,  were  at  firft  built ;  all  the  North 
Part  being  then  taken  up  in  Rooms  of  State,  and  Halls 
for  public  Balls,  &c. 

The  Houfe  itfelf  was  indeed  a  Palace,  and  without 
any  Appearance  of  a  Fortification  ;  but  when  the  Build¬ 
ing  was  brought  on  to  the  Slope  of  the  Hill  on  theTown- 
fide,  the  King  added  Di  ches,  Ramparts,  the  Round 
Tower*  and  fevet  al  other  Places  of  Strength  ;  and  thence 
it  was  called  a  Caftle. 

Such  a  Pride  did  this  great  King  take  in  being  the 
Founder  of  this  fumptuous  Building,  that  when  it  was 
fuggefted  to  him,  that  William  of  Wickham  had  aflumed 
the  Honour  of  it  to  himfelf,  it  had  like  to  have  coft 
William  all  his  Intereft  in  the  King’s  Favour,  which  at 
that  time  was  very  great;  but  the  Prelate  cleared  him- 
ftlf,  by  difavowing  the  Charge ;  urging,  that  all  he:* 
pretended  to  was  to  acknowlege,  that  the  Money  and 
the  Reputation  he  had  gained  by  building  that  Caftle  for 
the  King,  had  been  the  Making  of  him.  For  it  feemfin 
lie  had  caufed  thefe  W ords, 

This  made  Wickham, 

to  be  cut  in  Stone  in  the  inner  Wall  of  the  little  Tow¬ 
er  ;  which  from  him  is,  to  this  Day,  called  Winchejler 
fewer. 

William  of  Wickham^hom  I  have  mentioned,  in  my, 
Account  of  JVinchc/ler,V ol.  I.  p.  269.  was,  at  that  time, 
the  Architect  of  the  Court ;  and  fo  well  performed  his 
Part,  that  in  all  the  Decorations  and  Ornaments  which 
have  been  made  fince,  by  fucceeding  Princes,  they  have 
found  no  Occafion  to  add  to,  or  diminifh  any  thing 
except  it  be  to  alter  feme  fmatl  Matter  at  the  Entrance 
to  the  great  Stair-cafe,  the  Kitchen,  and  Offices  below 
itairs,  and  fuch-like  ;  but  the  great  North  and  Eafi 
Fronts,  the  Square  of  the  inner  Court,  the  great  Gate 
at  the  Entering  from  the  Town,  with  the  Roum 

Tower: 


forks.  Great  Britain,  75 

"oWer,  and  the  Walls  annex’d,  are  all  landing, 

1  the  very  Form  in  whirh  King  Edward  III.  left 
lem. 

The  only  Addition  in  the  Infide,  is  a  fine  Equeftriara 
tatue  of  King  Charles  II.  which  Hands  over  the  great 
Veil,  funk,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  in  the  firft  Building, 
or  the  Supply  of  the  Caftle  with  Water  ;  and  in  which 
vas  an  Eng;ne  for  railing  it,  notwithstanding  the  great 
3epth,  by  very  little  Labour ;  the  Contrivance  and 
Performance  of  Sir  Samuel  Morland ,  an  excellent  Me- 
ihanic  and  Mathematician. 

On  the  Out-fide,  as  I  have  faid,  wras  added  the  Fer- 
■ace-walk,  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  where  fhe  ufually  walk¬ 
ed  for  an  Hour  every  Day  before  her  Dinner,  if  not 
lindered  by  windy  Weather,  of  which  fhe  had  a  peculiar 
Diflike ;  for  flie  loved  to  walk  in  a  mild  calm  Rain, 
ivith  an  Umbrella  over  her  Head. 

This  is  a  truly  magnificent  W ork  :  for,  as  it  is  raifed 
an  a  (deep  Declivity  of  the  Hill,  it  was  neceflarily  cut 
'Jown  a  very  great  Depth,  to  bring  the  Foundation  to  a 
Flat  equal  to  the  Breadth,  which  was  to  be  formed 
rhove.  From  the  Foundation  it  was  raifed  by  folid 
Stone-work  of  a  vaft  Thicknefs,  with  crofs  Walls  of 
Stone,  for  banding  the  Front,  and  preventing  any  Thruft 
from  the  Weight  of  Earth  within. 

This  noble  Walk  is  covered  with  fine  Gravel,  and 
has  Cavities,  with  Drains,  to  carry  off  the  Water  ;  fo 
that  not  a  Drop  of  Rain  will  reft  on  the  Terrace,  but 
it  is  dry,  hard,  and  fit  to  walk  on,  immediately  after 
the  greateft  Showers.  The  Breadth  of  this  Walk  is 
very  fpacious  on  the  North-fide ;  on  the  Eaft-fide  it  is 
narrower.  Neither  Ver failles ,  nor  any  of  the  Royal 
Palaces  in  France ,  Naples ,  or  Rome ,  can  (hew  any 
thing  like  this.  The  Grand  Seignor’s  Terrace,  in  the 
outer  Court  of  the  Seraglio  next  the  Sea,  is  what,  I 
think,  comes  the  neareft ;  and  yet  is  not  equal  to  it, 
if  I  may  believe  the  Account  of  thofe  who  have  feen 
iu 

Eg  At 


7  6  A  T  O  U  R  thro'  Berks. 

At  the  End  of  this  Walk,  leading  into  the  Park, 
King  Charles  I.  built  a  Gate  ;  and  his  Royal  SuccefTor 
adorned  this  auguft  Palace  with  a  well-ordered  Maga¬ 
zine  of  Arms,  many  curious  Paintings,  and  other  Im¬ 
provements,  ;  which  were  continued  by  King  James  II. 
and  William  III. 

The  Caftle  contains  Two  fquare  Courts,  with  a 
Tower  between  them  ;  which  home  diftinguifh  by  the 
Name  of  fo  many  Wards,  as  the  higher  W ard  is  the 
inner  fquare  Court,  the  middle  Ward  is  the  Tower, 
and  the  lower  Ward  is  the  outer  fquare  Court. 

At  the  North-eaft  Corner  of  this  Terrace,  where  it 
turns  South,  to  run  on  by  the  E  a  ft- fide  of  the  Caftle, 
are  Steps,  by  wh  ch  you  go  off  upon  the  Plain  of  the 
Park,  which  is  kept  fmooth  as  a  Carpet,  and  on  the 
Edge  of  which  the  Profpedt  of  the  Terrace  is  doubled 
by  a  Vifta,  South  over  the  Park,  and  quite  up  to  the 
great  Park,  and  towards  the  Foreft.  Here  alfo  is  a  fmall 
Seat,  that  will  not  contain  above  One,  or  Two,  at  moft, 
with  an  high  Back,  and  Cover  for  the  Head,  which 
being  fixed  on  a  Pin  of  Iron  or  Brafs,  the  Perfons  who 
fit  in  it  may  eafily  turn  it  from  the  Wind,  however  it 
may  blow,  and  enjoy  a  complete  Calm.  This  is  laid 
alfo  to  be  Queen  Elizabeth's  Invention,  to  avoid  being 
ruffled  with  the  Wind  ;  and  it  affords  no  lefs  Shelter 
from  the  Sun. 

From  this  lofty  Terrace  the  People  within  have  an 
Egrefs  to  the  Park,  and  to  a  moft  beautiful  Walk, 
which  neither  King  Edward  III.  nor  his  Succeffony 
for  fome  Hundreds  of  Years,  knew  any  thing  of;  all 
their  Profpedt  being  from  the  Windows  of  the 
Caftle. 

On  that  Side  of  the  Building  which  looks  out  upon 
the  Terrace,  are  all  the  Royal  Apartments ;  thofe  of 
King  Edvjard  III.  which  were  on  the  Eaft-fide,  being 
now  allotted  to  great  Officers  of  State. 

You  mount  into  theRoyal  Apartments  by  feveral  back 
Stairs,  but  the  public  Way  is  up  a  fmall  Afcent  to  a 
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.  lat,  or  Half- pace,  where  are  Two  Entries  of  State  by 
Two  magnificent  Staircafes ;  one  on  the  Left-hand  to 
:he  Royal  Apartments,  and  the  other  on  the  Right,  to 
St.  George  s-h all,  and  the  Royal  Chapel. 

Before  the  Entrance  to  thefe,  on  either  Side,  you  pafs 
thro’  the  Guard-chambers,  where  you  fee  the  Walls lur- 
pifhed  with  Arms,  and  the  King's  Peomen  oi  the 
Guard  keep  their  Station.  i  hefe  Rooms  lead  as  well 
to  the  fine  Lodgings,  as  to  St.  George's- hall. 

In  the  Cieling  is  Britannia  on  a  Globe,  the  Indies 
offering  her  Riches,  and  Europe  prefenting  her  with  a 
Crown,  furrounded  with  a  Circle  in  Form  of  a  ena^e. 
Thefe  Chambers  are  adorned  with  a  fine  PiCcure  of 
Prince  George  of  Denmark  on  Horfeback  over  the 
Chimney  in  one  of  them,  and  of  Charles  XII.  King  of 
Sweden ,  over  the  other.  T  here  are  alio  the  ^admira¬ 
ble  Pieces  of  Judith  and  Holofernes ,  Mary  Magdalen , 
the  Roman  Charity,  the  Murder  of  the  Innocents,  ju- 
piter  and  Leda,  Fruit-pieces,  &c.  in  the  Dining  room  ; 
Canopies  of  State,  which  exceed  Defcription,  ineitima- 
ble  Pidfures,  in  the  Clofet,  and  little  Gallery  j  with 
that  of  EngliJJj  Beauties,  which  alone,  fays  a  Connoii- 
feur  in  Painting,  are  worth  a  Stranger’s  coming  to  Eng¬ 
land  to  fee. 

-  In  the  Royal  Lodgings  there  have  been  fo  many  Al¬ 
terations  of  Furniture,  that  there  can  be  no  entering 
upon  a  particular  Defcription.  In  the  Chimney-piece  of 
one  of  thefe  Apartments,  is  a  Piece  of  Needle- work  ex- 
quifitely  fine,  performed,  as  they  fay,  by  the  Queen  of 
Scots ,  during  the  time  of  her  Confinement  in  Pother - 
ingay-cajlle.  There  are  feveral  Family  Pidfures  in  the 
Chimney  pieces^  and  other  Parts  of  thole  Lodgings, 
which  are  very  valuable. 

Thefe  Rooms  look  all  outNorth  towards  the  Terrace, 
and  over  Part  of  the  fineft  and  richeft  Vale  in  the 


World  ;  which  along  the  Courfe  of  the  River  Thames^ 


with  very  little  Interruption,  reaches  to,  and  includes, 
the  City  of  London  Eafi,  and  the  City  of  Oxford 
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Weft;  the  River,  with  a  beautiful  winding  Stream*, 
gliding  gently  thro’  the  Middle  of  it,  and  enriching,  by 
its  Navigation,  both  the  Land,  and  the  People,  on  every 
Side. 

It  may  be  proper  to  fay  fomething  of  the  Beauties 
and  Ornaments  of  St.  George  s-hall>  the’  nothing  can* 
be  fa  id  equal  to  what  the  Eye  may  be  Witnefs  to.  It 
is  very  wide  and  long,  and  was  originally  ufed  for  the; 
Entertainment  of  the  Knights  of  the  Garter,  at  their 
Inftallation.  It  is  furprifmg,  at  the  hr  ft  Entrance,  to> 
fee  at  the  Upper-end  the  Picture  of  King  William  on, 
B  orfe-back  ;  under  him  an  Afcent  with  Marble  Steps, 
a  Baluftrade,  and  an  Half-pace,  which  formerly  was;: 
actually  there,  with  room  for  a  Throne,  or  Chair  of 
State,  for  the  Sovereign  to  fit  on,  when  on  public  Days 
he  thought  fit  to  appear  in  Ceremony. 

Here  we-  may  alio  admire  the  Pidlure  of  Edward  the 
Black  Prince,  prefeniing  the  Kings  of  France  and 
Scotland ,  his  Prifoners,  to  his  Father  King  Edward  III. 
fitting  on  a  Throne:  nor  would  I  pafs  over  in  Silence 
the  Reprefentation  of  the  Triumphs  of  King  Charles  II. 
over  Rebellion,  and  falfe  Patriot ifm. 

At  the  Weft  end  of  the  Hall  is  the  Chapel  Royal,  the 
neateft  and  fineft  of  the  kind  in  England :  the  carved 
Work  is  beyond  any  that  can  be  feen  in  the  King¬ 
dom. 

After  we  had  fpent  fome  Hours  in  viewing  all  that 
was  curious  on  this  Side,  we  came  down  to  the  Dun¬ 
geon,  oT  Round  Rower ,  which  goes  up  a  long,  but  eafy, 
Afcent  of  Steps,  and  is  very  high.  Here  we  were 
obliged  to  deli  er  up  our  Swords,  but  no-where  elfe  ; 
tho*  here  is  nothing  curious.  The  Governor’s  or  Con- 
{fable’s  Lodgings  are  neatly  furnifhed,  but  no-wife  ex¬ 
traordinary. 

From  this  Tower  you  fee  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  at 
London ,  very  plainly. 

Coming  down  from  hence,  we  entered  in^o  the 
other  Court,  where  are  the  great  Chapel  of  St.  George , 
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belonging  to  the  Order  of  the  Garter,  and  the  Houfs 
or  College  for  the  Poor  Knights,  as  they  are  called. 

I  might  go  back  here  to  the  Hiftory  of  the  Order  of 
the  Garter,  the  Inftitution  of  which  by  King  Edward 
III.  had  its  Original  here:  but  this  is  done  fo  fully  in 
other  Authors,  that  I  fhall  only  mention,  That  this 
Order  was  not  founded  on  the  Countefs  of  Salifburys 
I  Garter,  as  Polydore  Virgil  afTerts  ;  but  on  that  martial 
i  King’s  own  Garter,  which  he  gave  as  the  Signal  at  the 
glorious  Battle  of  Crejji ,  as  St.  George  was  given  for 
1  the  Word  of  the  Day.  To  commemorate  which,  he 
inftituted  this  Order. 

The  fir  ft  Knights,  thef  not  all  Noblemen,  were  how¬ 
ever  Men  of  great  Chara&ers  and  Stations,  either  in 
1  the  Army,  or  in  the  Civil  Adminiftraton,  and  fuch  as 
r  the  Sovereign  did  not  think  it  below  him  to  make  his 
!  Compardons, 

The  lower  Court  of  the  Caftle,  although  not  fo 
diftinguiihed  by  Lodgings  and  Rooms  of  State,  is  ne- 
verthelefs  particularly  glorious  for  the  fine  Chapel  of 
the  Order,  a  moft  beautiful  and  magnificent  Work,  and 
which  (hews  the  Greatnefs  not  only  o*  the  Coui  t  in 
!  thofe  Days,  but  the  Spirit  and  Genius  of  the  magna- 
.  nimous  Founder,  The  Chapel  is  not  only  fine  with- 
;  in,  but  the  Workmanfhip  without  is  extraordinary: 
nothing  fo  antient  is  to  be  fee n  fo  beautiful.  Ki  ng  s- 
Co liege  Chapel  at  Cambridge ,  built  by  Henry  VI.  and 
Henry  VII.’s  Chapel  in  Wejlminjler- Abbey ,  are  fine 
Buildings ;  but  they  are  modern,  compared  to  this* 
which  was  begun,  as  by  the  inferibed  Dates  upon  the 
Walls  appears,  in  the  Year  1337* 

The  Coats  of  Arms,  and  the  various  Imagery  and 
other  Ornaments,  both  infide  and  outbde,  not  only  of 
the  King,  but  of  feveral  of  the  firft  Knights  Compa¬ 
nions,  are  wonderfully  fimfhed ;  and  the  Work  has 
fteod  out  againft  the  Injury  of  f  ime,  to  Admiration. 

’Tis  obfervable,  that  King  Edward  owns  this  Cha¬ 
pel  was  begun  by  his  Anceftors ;  and  fome  think  it  was 
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by  King  Edward  I.  and  that  he  himfelf  was  baptized 
in  it ;  and  there  was  a  Cable  built  by  William  the  Con - 
.  queror  alfo.  As  to  the  Chapel,  which  was  then  called 
a  Church,  or  a  Convent,  King  Edvjard  III.  did  not 
pull  down  the  old  Building  intirely;  but  he  added  all 
the  Choir  to  the  hrft  Model,  and  feveral  other  proper 
Parts  for  the  Purpofes  intended  ;  as  Houles  and  hand- 
fome  Apartments  for  the  Canons,  Dignitaries,  and 
other  Perfons  belonging  to  the  Church,  which  are  ge¬ 
nerally  fituated  on  the  North  Side  of  the  Square,  out 
of  Sight,  or  Tather  fcreened  from  the  common  View 
by  the  Church  itfelf ;  which  Dwellings  are,  notwiths¬ 
tanding,  very  good,  and  well  accommodated  for  the 
Perfons  who  are  Pofleflors  of  them  :  then  the  King  fi¬ 
ll  i (lied  it,  in  the  manner  we  now  fee  it.  As  for  the  old 
Caf!de,  the  Building  of  William  the  Conqueror ,  the  King 
pulled  it  down  to  the  Foundation,  forming  a  new 
Building  according  to  the  prefent  Plan,  and  which 
flood,  as  above,  to  the  time  of  King  Charles  II.  with¬ 
out  any  Alteration. 

The  Eftablifhment  for  this  Chapel  was  very  consi¬ 
derable,  by  the  Donation  of  divers  Subjects,  before  it 
was  fet  apart  to  be  the  Chapel  of  the  Order  :  the  Duke 
of  Suffolk ,  in  particular,  as  appears  in  Dugdale  s  Mo- 
najlicon ,  gave  it  3000  Acres  of  Land,  19  Manors, 
170  MefTuages  and  Tofts,  and  Fveral  Advowfons  of 
Churches;  which,  with  other  Gifts  afterwards,  made 
the  Revenue  above  1000/.  a  Year  in  thofe  Days,  which 
was  a  prodigious  Sum,  as  Money  went  at  that  time. 

The  Chapel  is  paved  with  Marble,  and  the  Walls 
are  painted  with  the  Hihories  of  the  New  Teftament. 
The  Altar-piece  reprefents  the  Inftitution  of  the  Eu- 
c  bar  id,  and  the  Cieling  of  the  Chancel  is  illuminated 
with  a  View  of  our  Lord’s  Afcenfion. 

In  the  Choir  are  the  Stalls  for  the  Knights  of  the 
Order,  with  a  Throne  for  the  Sovereign  ;  alfo.  Stalls 
in  the  Middle  of  it,  for  Eighteen  Poor  Knights-Pen- 
fioners,  who  live  in  their  Houfe3  or  Hofpital,  on  the 
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South-fide  of  the  Square  or  Court  in  which  the  Chapel 
(lands.  Thefe  Kn  ghts-Penfioners  are  cloathed  in  a  red 
Cloth  Cafiock,  and  a  purple  Mantle,  with  a  St,  George* s 
Crofs  on  the  Left  Shoulder;  and  are  obliged  to  go, 
Icloathed  in  this  manner,  twice  a  Day  to  Church,  to 
Ipray  for  the  Sovereign  and  Knights  of  the  mold  Noble* 
ilOrder  of  the  Garter. 

Here  are  to  be  feen  the  Banners  of  the  Knights 
who  now  enjoy  the  Honour  of  the  Garter :  when 
they  die,  thofe  Banners  are  taken  down,  and  the  Coat 
of  Arms  of  the  deceafed  Knight  fet  up  in  the  Place 
allotted  for  thofe  Arms  over  the  fame  Stall  :  fo  thofe 
Coats  of  Arms  are  a  living  Hifiory,  or  rather  a  Record,* 
of  all  the  Knights  that  ever  have  been  fince  the  firft 
Inftitution  of  the  Order,  and  how  they  fucceeded  one 
another:  by  which  it  appears,  that  Kings,  Emperors,* 
and  Sovereign  Princes,  have  not  thought  it  below 
them  to  accept  of  the  Honour  of  being  Knights  Com¬ 
panions  of  the  Order ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  it 
mu  ft  be  noted,  .to  the  Honour  of  the  Englifh  Crown,' 
that  our  Kings  have  never  thought  fit  to  accept  of  an y. 
of  their  Orders  abroad,  of  what  km4  foever :  whereas 
there  is  an  Account,  in  the  Regiftry  of  the  Order* 
that  there  are  reckoned  up  of  this  mofi  noble  Com.' 
pany, 


£  Emperors  of  Germany . 

3  Kings  of  Sweden. 

5  Kings  of  Denmark . 

2  Kings  of  PruJJia . 

3  Kings  of  Spain . 

6  Princes  of  Orange , 

5  Kings  of  France. 

4  Peers  of  France * 

A  King  of  Scotland ,  befides 
James  VI. 

5  Kings  of  Portugal 
A  King  of  Poland, 


2  Kings  of  Naples* 

A  King  of  An  agon* 

3  Infants  of  Portugal* 

A  Prince  of  Denmark. 

A  Bifhop  of  Ofmkrug. 

5  Princes  of  Lunenburg. 
An  Elector  ot  Branckn « 

burg • 

7  Eledlors  Palatine. 

2  Electors  of  Saxony* 

2  Dukes  of  Lorrain » 

3  DukeS  of  JF’irtenberg.' 
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2  Dukes  of  Holfteln.  A  Duke  of  Savoy. 

2  Grandees  of  Spain .  A  Duke  of  Saxe-Gotha. 

2  Dukes  d*  Urbina .  A  Prince  of  bHeffey  Sec. 

Befides  thefe  Foreign  Princes,  there  is  a  little  Galaxy 
of  Englijh  Nobility,  the  Flower  of  fo  many  Courts, 
and  fo  many  Ages,  to  whofe  Families  the  Enfigns  of  the 
Order  have  been  an  Honour,  and  who  are  not  the  lead 
Glory  it  has  to  boaft  of. 

Several  Kings,  and  Per  fans  of  high  Rank,  have 
been  buried  alfo  in  this  Chapel;  as  Edward  IV.  and 
Charles  L  Here  alfo  is  the  Family  Burying-place  of  the 
Dukes  of  Beaufort ,  who  are  a  natural  Branch  of  the 
Royal  Family  of  Lancajler . 

All  the  Ceremonies  obferved  here  in  the  Infbalment 
of  the  Knights,  are  fo  perfectly  fet  down  in  Mr.  rfjh- 
mdds  Biflory  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter ,  that  nothing 
can  be  faid  but  what  muft  be  a  Copy  from  him. 

As  the  upper  Court  and  Building  are  fronted  with 
the  fine  Terrace,  fo  the  lower  Court,  where  this  beau¬ 
tiful  Chapel  {lands,  is  encompafled  with  a  very  high 
Wall,  which  goes  round  the  Weft-end  of  the  Court 
to  the  Gate ;  and  looking  South,  leads  into  the  Town, 
as  the  Gate  of  the  upper  Court  looks  likewife  South- 
cad  into  the  little  Park. 

The  Parks  about  Windfor  are  very  agreeable  and 
fpacious :  the  little  Park,  as  it  is  called,  is  above  3 
Miles  round,  the  great  one  14,  and  the  Foreft  above 
30.  The  hrft  is  peculiar  to  the  Court,  the  others 
are  open  for  Riding,  Hunting,  and  taking  the  Air,  for 
any  Gentlemen  that  pleafe. 

The  Lodges  in  thofe  Parks  may  be  called  Palaces, 
-were  they  not  eclipfed  by  the  Palace  itfelf.  They  have 
been  beautified  by  the  noble  Perfons  to  whom  the  Poft: 
of  Rangers  has  been  generally  afligned,  who,  having; 
been  enriched  by  other  Advancements,  Honours,  and 
profitable  Employments,  thought  nothing  too  much  to* 
by  out  to  adorn  their  Apartments,  in  a  Place  wherein* 
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it  was  fo  much  to  their  Honour,  as  weU  as  Convent 
ence,  to  refide:  fuch  is  Cranburne  Lodge  belonging  once 
to  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough ,  now  held  by  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke. 

As  for  the  Town  of  Windfior ,  it  has  belonged  to  the 
Crown  ever  fince  the  Conqueft.  It  contains  feveral 
Streets,  fome  of  which  lie  about  the  Caftle ;  but  the 
principal  looks  Southward,  and  is  adorned  with  very 
good  private  Buildings,  and  an  handfome  Town-hall, 
built  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  It  arofe  out  of 
the  Ruins  of  Old  Windfor ,  wffich  decayed,  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  the  new  one  advanced  under  the  Site  of  the  Royal 
Palace  and  Caftle.  It  was  conftituted  a  free  Borough 
by  King  Edward  I.  with  many  Privileges,  which  it 
enjoys  at  prefent.  The  Corporation  confifts  of  a  Mayor, 
T  wo  Bailiffs,  and  Twenty-eight  others  chofen  out  of 
the  Inhabitants,  Thirteen  of  whom  are  called  Fellows  or 
Benchers  of  the  Guildhall ;  and  Ten  of  thefe  are  ffiled 
Aldermen ,  or  Chief  Benchers ,  out  of  whom  the  Mayor 
and  Bailiffs  are  chofen.  ThisTowri  returnsTwo  Merm* 
bers  to  Parliament.-  Every  Wedneflay  it  has  a  Market, 
and  Two  Fairs  in  the  Year. 

In  the  Foreff  of  Windfor  are  fituated  the  Towns  of 
Oc  king  ham-  and  War  grave ,  and  the  fine  Houfes  of  Cran¬ 
burne  above-mentioned,  and  Swallow  field :  the  former 
is  a  Lodge  built  by  the  Earl  of  Ranelagh ,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  was  a  Seat  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

Ockingbam  is  a  pretty  large  and  well- frequented  Mar¬ 
ket-town  on  Wednefidays.  It  has  Three  Fairs,  and  con¬ 
tains  feveral  Streets,  a  Free-fchool,  an  Hofpital,  and  a 
Market-houfe,  which  ftands  in  the  Centre.  It  is  go¬ 
verned  by  an  Alderman,  Recorder,  and  Capital  Bur- 
geffes  ;  and  is  chiefly  fupported  by  a  Manufacture  of 
Cloth,  and  Silk  Stockens. 

War  grave ,  tho’  now  much  neglected,  was  formerly 
a  Market-town,  and  Part  of  the  Pofieffions  of  Queen 
Emma ,  who  paffed  the  firy  Trial,  as  the  Ordeal  of 
the  Saxons  for  Female  Purity,  which,  like  Gold,  ac- 
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quires  its  Standard  in  the  Furnace,  may  be  well  deno¬ 
minated. 

We  left  Wlndfor ,  and  Uruck  again  into  the  London 
Road  at  Colebrook ,  and  palled  over  the  Heath,  and  thro5 
the  1  owns  of  Hounjlow ,  Brentford ,  Hamerfmitb ,  and 
Kenfmgton ,  to  London. 

And  here  I  fhall  conclude  this  Letter,  with  alluring 
you,  that  I  am.  Sir, 


Tour  humble  Servant • 


L  E  T-* 
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CONTAINING 


A  Defcription  of  the  City  of  London, 
as  taking  in  the  City  of  Weftminfler, 
Borough  of  Southwark,  and  the  Build¬ 
ings  circumjacent » 

SIR, 

ONBON,  as  a  City  only,  and  as  its  Walls 
and  Liberties  line  it  cut,  might  be  viewed 
in  a  fmaller  Compafs  than  what  we  pro- 
pofe  to  confider  it  in  :  for,  when  I  fpeak 
of  London ,  in  the  modern  Acceptation,  I 
take  in  all  that  vaft  Mafs  of  Buildings  reaching  from 
Blackwall  in  the  Eaft,  to  Tothill- fields  in  the  Weft  j 
and  extended,  in  an  unequal  Breadth,  from  the  Bridge 
,or  River  in  the  South,  to  Ijlington  North  ;  and  from 
Peterborough  boufie  on  the  Bank- fide  in  Wefiminfier ,  to 
Cavendifh-fiquare ;  and  all  the  new  Buildings  by  and 
beyond  Grofvenor  and  Hanover  Squares  to  the  Brent¬ 
ford  Road  one  way,  to  the  Jdton  Road  another;  a 
Prodigy  of  Buildings,  that  nothing  in  the  World  does, 
or  ever  did,  furpafs,  except  old  Rome  in  Trajan's  time, 
when  the  Walls  of  that  City  were  50  Miles  in  Com¬ 
pafs,  and  the  Number  cf  Inhabitants  6,800,000 
Souls, 
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London ,  as  to  its  Figure,  muft  be  owned  to  be  very 
irregular,  as  it  is  ftretch’d  out  in  Buildings  juft  at  the 
Pleafure  of  every  Undertaker  of  them,  and  as  the 
Convenience  of  the  People  directs,  whether  for  Trade, 
or  Otherwife  :  this  gives  it  a  very  confuted-  Appear¬ 
ance*  being  properly  neither  long  nor  broad,  round  nor 
fquare  ;  whereas  the  City  of  Rome  was,  in  a  manner,, 
round,  with  very  few  Irregularities  in  its  Shape. 

One  fees  London ,  including  the  Buildings  on  both 
Sides  the  Water,  in  tome  Places  Three  Miles  broad,  as 
from  St.  George’s  in  Southwark,  to  Shoreditch  in  Mid¬ 
dle  fex  or  T wo  Miles,  as  from  P eterborough-houfe  to 
Montagu-boufe ;  and  in  fome  Places  not  half  a  Mile, 
as  in  TVapping  ;  and  lefs  in  Rotherhith. 

We  fee  feveral  Villages,  formerly  Handing,  as  it 
were,  in  the  Country,  and  at  a  great  Diftance,  now 
joined  to  the  Streets  by  continued  Buildings;  and 
more  making  hafte  to  meet  in  like  manner.  For  Ex¬ 
ample,  \ 

1.  Deptford:  This  Town  was  formerly  reckoned  at 
ieaftTwo  Miles  from  Rotherhith ,  and  that  over  the 
Marlhes  too,  a  Place  unlikely  ever  to  be  inhabited  ; 
and  yet  now,  by  the  Increafe  of  Buildings  in  that 
Town  itfelf,  and  the  many  Streets  erected  at  Rother- 
hhh ,  and  by  the  Docks  and  Building- yards  on  the  Ri- 
ver-fide,  which  ftand  between  both,  the  Town  of  Dept¬ 
ford 1,  and  the  Streets  of  Rotherhith,  are  in  a  manner  join- 
ed,and  the  Buildings  daily  increafing;  fo  that  Deptford 
may  be  reckoned  a  Part  of  the  great  Mafvand  infinite¬ 
ly  full  of  People  alfo  :  and  were  the  Town  of  Deptford 
now  feparated,  and  rated  by  itfelf,  I  believe  it  contains 
more  People,  and  Hands  upon  more  Ground,  than  the 
City  of  JVells . 

2.  The  Village  of  Ifingion ,  on  the  North-fide  of  the 
City,  is  in  like  manner  joined  to  the  Streets  of  Lon¬ 
don ,  excepting  one  Field,  which  is,  in  itfelf,  fo 
finally  that  there  is  no  doubt  but  in  a  very  few  Years- 

they 
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bey  will  be  intirely  joined.  And  the  fame  may  be 
kid, 

i  3.  Of  Mile-end ,  on  the  Eaft  End  of  the  Town* 
i  4.  Newington-hutts ,  in  Surry,  reaches  out  her  Hand 
North,  and  is  fo  joining  to  Southwark ,  that  it  cannot 
how  be  properly  called  a  Town  by  itfelf,  but  a  kind  of 
Suburb  to  the  Borough  :  and  if,  as  once  was  talked  of, 
St.  George' s- fields  fhould  be  built  into  Squares  and  Streets, 
Newington ,  Lambeth ,  and  the  Borough ,  would  make  but 
one  Southwark . 

That  JVeJlminfler  is  in  a  fair  way  to  join  Hands  with 
Chelfea ,  as  67.  Giles's  is  with  Maryhne ,  and  Graz f  Paf~ 
fell-Jlr eet  by  Montagu-houfe ,  with  Tottenham- courts  is 
very  evident :  and  yet  all  thefe,  put  together,  may  dill 
be  called  London.  Whither  will  this  City  then  ex¬ 
tend,  and  where  mu  ft  a  Circumvallation-line  of  it  be 
placed  ? 

I  have,  as  near  as  I  could,  caufed  a  Meaftire  to  be 
taken  of  this  mighty  Body  ;  and,  for  the  Satisfaction 
of  your  Curiofity,  I  have  here  given  as  accurate  a  De- 
fcription  of  it  as  I  can  do  in  fo  narrow  a  Compafs,  or 
without  drawing  a  Plan  of  the  Places. 

As  I  am  forced,  in  many  Parts,  to  take  in  fome  un¬ 
built  Ground  ;  fo  I  have,  on  the  other  hand,  been 
obliged  to  leave  a  great  many  whole  Streets  of  Buildings 
out  of  my  Line :  fo  that  I  have  really  not  ftretch’d  my 
Calculations,  to  make  it  feem  bigger  than  it  is  ;  nor  is 
there  any  Occafion  for  it. 

A  LINE  of  Me  ajurement,  drawn  about  all  the 
continued  Buildings  of  the  City  of  London, 
and  Parts  adjacent ,  including  Weftminfter 
and  Southwark, 

N.  B.  I  (hall  fum  up  by  Figures,  i,  2,  3,  itfc.  the 
Particulars  at  laft. 
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The  Line  begins ,  for  the  Middlesex  Side  of  the 

Buildings, 

i.  A  T  Peterborough-houfe ,  the  fartheft  Houfe  Weft 

•LL  upon  the  River  Thames,  and., runs  Ndrth-weft  by 
Weft  by  the  Marfhes  to  Tothill -fields ;  and,  palling  by 
the  Neat  houfes  and  Arnold’s  Brewhoufe,  ends  at 
Chelfea  Road.  Meafured,  i  Mile,  6  Furlongs ,  16 
Rods. 

2.  Then,  allowing  an  Interval  from  Buckingham -■ 
houfe  crofs  the  Park,  about  One  Furlong  and  half  to 
the  Corner  of  my  Lord  Godolphins  Garden- wall,  the 
Line  goes  North  behind  the  Stable-yard  Buildings,  and 
behind  Park-place ,  and  on  the  Park-wall  behind  the 
Buildings,  on  the  Weft-fide  of  St.  james* s-ftreet ,  to 
the  Corner  in  Soho,  or  Piccadilly ;  then  crofting  the 
Road,  goes  along  the  North-lide  of  the  Road  Weft,. 
Hyde -park  Gate,  i  Mile ,  2  Furlongs ,  1  1  Rods. 

3.  Then  the  Line  turns  North-eaft  by  Eaft,  and 

taking  in  the  Buildings  and  Streets,  called  Mayfairy 
holds  on  Eaft,  till  the  new  Streets,  formed  out  of 
Hyde -houfe  Garden,  caufe  it  to  turn  away  North,  a 
Point  Weft  reaching  to  Tyburn-road ,  a  little  to  the 
Eaft  of  the  great  Mother  Conduit  ;  then  it  goes 
North,  and,  crofting  the  Road,  takes  in  the  Weft- 
fide  o f  Cavendijhfquare,  and  the  Streets  adjoining,  and, 
leaving  Marybone ,  gees  away  Eaft,  till  it  reaches  to 
Hamfiead-road,  near  a  little  Village  called  Tottenham * 
court .  2  Miles,  5  Furlongs ,  20  Rods. 

4.  From  Tottenham- court  the  Line  comes  in  a  httle 
South,  to  meet  the  Bloomjbury  Buildings;  then  turning 
Eaft,  runs  behind  Montagu  and  Southampton  Houfes  to 
the  North-eaft  Corner  of  Southampton-boufe  ;  then  crofF- 
ing  the  Path,  meets  the  Buildings  Called  ghieeri 's-fquare^ 
then  turning  North,  till  it  comes  to  the  North- weft 
Corner  of  the  Square  ;  thence  it  goes  away  Eaft,  be¬ 
hind  the  Buildings  on  the  North-fife  of  Qrmnd-Jlreet , 
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ill  it  comes  to  Lamb’s  Conduit .  i  Mile ,  i  Curbyg, 

13  Rods . 

5.  Here  the  Line  turns  South,  and  indents  to  the 
Corner  of  Bedford-row  ;  and  leaving  fome  few  Houfes, 
with  the  Cock-pit  and  Bowling-green,  goes  on  the 
Back  of  Gray’ s-inn  Wall  to  Gray’  s-inn-lane  \  then  turns 
Dn  the  Outfide  of  the  Buildings,  which  are  on  the  Weft- 
Ide  of  Grey’ s-inn-lane,  going  North  to  the  Stones  End, 
when  turning  Eaft,  it  paiTes  to  the  New  River  Bridge 
without  Liquor -pond- fir  eet ;  fo  taking  in  the  Cold-bath 
and  the  Bear-garden ,  but  leaving  out  *  Sir  John  Old - 
ca file’s  and  the  Spaw,  goes  on  Eaft  by  the  Ducking-pond 
to  the  End  of  New  Bridewell ;  and  crofting  the  Fair- 
\field ,  comes  into  the  Ijlington  Rqad  by  the  DiftilleBs 
(Houle,  formerly  Juftice  Fuller's*  \  Mile ,  2  Furlongs , 
6  Rods. 

6.  Here,  to  take  in  all  the  Buildings  which  join 
Ijlington  to  the  Streets,  the  Line  goes  North  on  the 
Eaft- fide  of  the  Road  to  the  Furk’s-head  Alehoule  ;  then 
turning  North-weft,  paftes  to  the  New  River  Houfe ; 
but  leaving  it  to  the  Weft,  paftes  by  Sadler  s-  wells, 
from  thence  to  Bufiys- houfe,  and  keeping  on  the  Weft- 
fid  e  of  Ijlington ,  till  it  comes  oppoflte  to  C anbury -houfe ~ 
lane ,  turns  into  the  Road,  and  paiies  South  almoft  to 
the  Lane  which  turns  Eaft  down  to  the  lower  Street  ; 
but  then  turns  Eaft  without  the  Houfes,  and  goes  to 
the  Cowkeeper' s  in  the  lower  Street  crofting  the  Road, 
and  thrcf  the  Cowkeeper  s  Yard  into  Frog-lane ;  then 
turning  Weft  on  the  South  Side  of  the  1  own,  juft 
without  the  Buildings,  joins  again  to  the  Buildings  on 
the  Weft -fide  of  Wood’ s-clofe,  pafftng  behind  the  Sheep- 
market  Wall.  2  Allies,  4  Furlongs,  39  R°ds. 

7.  From  TVood’s-chfe  the  Line  goes  due  Eaft  to 
Mount-mill,  where,  leaving  feveral  Buildings  to  the 

*  A  large  Mafs  of  Buildings  has  been  erefted  finec  our  Author  drew  this 
Line,  confuting  of  many  Streets  and  Paffages,  the  whole  Cold-Bath  fields 
being  built  upon,  quite  up  to  Sir  John  Oldcafilels.  ^  for  which  Realbil 

the  Line  Ihculd  now  be  drawn  on  the  Outiide  oi  theie  Buildings. 

lSJnrth 
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North,  it  pafles  on,  croffing  all  the  Roads  to  Brick- 
lane,  to  the  North-fide  of  the  great  new  Square  in  Old- 
Jireet ,  and  taking  in  the  Pejihoufe  Wall,  turns  South 
at  the  North-eaft  Corner  of  the  faid  Wall  to  Old-Jlreet 
Road  ;  then  going  away  Eaft  till  it  meets  the  Buildings 
near  Hoxton-fquare ,  it  turns  North  to  the  North-weft 
Corner  of  the  Wall  of  J/k’s  Hofpital ;  then  Hoping 
North-eaft,  it  pafies  by  Pimlico ,  the  Cyder-houfe ,  and 
the  Two  Walls  to  the  North-end  of  Hoxton ,  when  it 
turns  Eaft,  and  inclofing  the  Garden-walls,  comes  into 
the  Ware  Road  juft  at  the  King’s- bead  in  the  New 
Buildings  by  the  Land  cf  Promife.  2  Miles ,  16  Rods . 

8.  From  the  King  s-head  the  Line  turns  South,  run¬ 
ning  to  the  Stones  End  in  Shoreditch ;  then  turning 
Eaft,  it  takes  in  a  Burying-ground,  and  fome  Build¬ 
ings  in  the  Hackney  Road,  when  Hoping  South-eaft  by 
South,  it  goes  away  by  the  Virginia- houfe  to  a  great 
Brewhoufe,  and  then  ft  ill  more  Eaft  to  the  Back  of 
JVheeler -Jireet,  and  then  Eaft  by  South  to  Brick- lane', 
croffing  which,  it  goes  away  Eaft  towards  Bethnal- 
green ;  but  then  turning  fhort  South,  it  goes  towards 
White-chapel  Mount ;  but  being  intercepted  by  new 
Streets,  it  goes  quite  up  to  the  South-end  of  Dog-row 
at  Mile  end.  1  Mile ,  6  Furlongs ,  1 9  Rods . 

9.  From  the  Dog-row  the  Line  erodes  the  Road,  and 
takes  in  an  Hamlet  of  Houfes,  called  Stepney  ;  and  com¬ 
ing  back  Weft  to  the  Streets  End  at  White- chapel  Mill, 
goes  away  South  by  the  Hog-houfes  into  Church-lane ,  and 
to  Rag-fair  ;  when  turning  again  Eaft,  it  continues  in 
a  ftrait  Line  on  the  North- fide  of  Ratcliff  Highway , 
till  it  comes  almoft  to  the  farther  Glafs- houfes ;  then 
turning  North,  it  Surrounds  all  Stepney  and  Stepney - 
caufway ,  to  Mile- end  Road  ;  then  turning  Eaft  again, 
and  afterwards  South,  comes  back  to  the  new  Streets 
on  the  North-Side  of  Limehoufe ,  and,  joining  the  Marfh, 
comes  down  to  the  Water-hde  at  the  Lower  Shipwright 
Dock  in  Limehoufe-hole,  3  Miles ,  7  Furlongs ,  1  Rod . 

The 
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The  Particulars  of  the  Mid- 
die f ex  Side,  put  together, 
are  as  follow  j  viz . 


Miles.  Furl. 

Rods 

1  .  .  i;6 

1 6 

2  .  .  1:2 

1 1 

3  •  .  2  :  5 

20 

4  .  .  1  : 

13 

5  .  .  1  :  2 

6 

6  .  .  2:4 

39  ■ 

7  .  .  2:0 

16 

8  .  .  1:6 

1 9 

9  •  •  3  :  7 

1 

Total  18  :  4 

:  21 

N.  B.  This  Line  leaves  out  all  the  North-fide  of 
Mile-end ,  from  the  End  of  the  Dog-row  to  the 
Jews  Burying-ground,  which  is  all  built ;  alfoaM 
the  North  Part  of  the  Dog-roiv ,  and  all  Bethnall- 
green  ;  alro  all  Poplar  and  Blackwall ,  which  are 
contiguous,  a  T rifle  of  Ground  excepted,  and 
very  populous.  Therefore  the  above  Places  ftiould 
new  be  all  included  within  the  Line,  in  order  to 
give  a  juft  Idea  of  the  Extent  of  London  at  prefent. 


For  the  Southwark  Side  of  the  Buildings ,  the  Line  is  as 

follows : 

HAving  ended  the  Circumference  of  the  Middlesex 
Buildings  at  Lime-houfey  and  the  Street  extending 
towards  Poplar ,  the  Hamlets  of  Poplar  and  Blackwall , 
tho*  very  near  contiguous  in  Buildings,  being  excluded, 
I  allow  an  Interval  of  Two  Miles,  from  Poplar ,  crofs 
the  Jfle  of  Dogs ,  and  over  the  Thames ,  to  the  Lower 
Water-gate  at  Deptford :  and  tho’  in  meafuring  the 
Circumference  of  all  Cities,  the  River,  where  any 
fuch  runs  thro5  Part  of  the  Buildings,  is  always  mea~ 
fared  ;  yet,  that  I  may  not  be  Lid  to  ftretch  the  Ex¬ 
tent  of  the  Buildings  which  I  include  in  this  Account, 
I  omit  the  River  from  Limehoufe  to  Deptford  (where. 
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jf  included,  it  ought  to  commence),  and  begin  my  Line 
as  above. 

1.  From  the  faid  Water-gate  at  Deptford ,  the  Line 
goes  Eaft  to  the  Corner  next  the  ' Thames ,  where  the 
Shipwrights  Yard  now  is,  and  where  I  find  a  continu¬ 
ed  Range  of  Buildings  begins  by  the  Side  of  a  little 
Creek  or  River,  which  runs  into  the  Thames  there, 
and  reaches  quite  up  the  faid  River,  to  the  Bridge  in 
the  great  Kentijh  Road,  and  over  the  Street  there* 
taking  in  the  South-fide  of  the  Street  to  the  Weft- 
corner  of  the  Building  in  that  Street,  and  then  mea- 
Turing  down  on  the  Weft- fide  of  the  long  Street, 
which  runs  to  the  Thames  Side,  till  you  come  to  the 
new  Street  which  paftes  from  Deptford  to  Rotherhith ; 
then  turning  to  the  Left,  palling  on  the  Back-fide  of 
the  King  s-yard  to  Mr.  Evelin  s  Houfe,  including  the 
new  Church  of  Deptford,  and  all  the  new  Streets  or 
Buildings  made  on  the  Fields  Side,  which  are  very 
many,  this  amounts,  in  the  "Whole,  to  3  Miles ,  1  Fur~ 
long ,  16  Rods. 

2.  From  Mr.  Evelin  %  Garden-gate  the  Line  goes 
North-weft,  taking  in  all  the  new  Docks  and  Yards, 
the  Red-hoitfs ,  and  feveral  large  Streets  of  Houfes, 
which  have  been  lately  built,  and  by  which  the  faid 
B  own  of  Deptford  is  effectually  joined  to  the  Buildings, 
reaching  from  Cuckolds-point  Eaftward,  and  which 
are  carried  out,  as  if  Rotherhith  ftretched  forth  its 
Arm  to  embrace  Deptford ;  then  for  fome  Length  Ro- 
therhith  continues  narrow  till  you  come  to  Church - 
Jlreet ,  where  feveral  Streets  are  alfo  lately  built  South, 
and  others  parallel  with  the  Street,  till  gradually  the 
Buildings  thicken,  and  extend  farther  and  farther  to 
the  South,  and  South  by  Eaft,  till  they  crofs  over  the 
Eaft-end  of  Horjlydown  to  Bermondfey  Church,  and 
thence  Eaft  to  the  Sign  of  the  World' s- end,  over- 
againft  the  great  Fort,  being  the  Remains  of  the  For¬ 
tifications  drawn  round  thefe  Parts  of  Southwark  in 

the 
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:he  Civil  Wars.  This  Extent  is,  by  Computa- 
:ipn ,  Four  Miles;  but  being  meafured  as  the  Streets 
ndented,  the  Circuit  proved  5  Miles ,  6  Furlongs ,  12 
Rods. 

3.  From  this  Fort  to  the  Corner  of  Long-lane ,  and 
:hro’  Long-lane  to  the  Lock,  at  the  End  of  Keni-Jlreet , 
is  1  Mile,  7  Furlongs ,  2  Rods. 

4.  From  the  Corner  of  Keni-Jireet  to  the  Town  of 
Nezvingt on-butts,  drawing  the  Line  behind  all  the  Build¬ 
ings  as  they  {land,  and  round  the  faid  Village  of  New¬ 
ington  to  the  Haberdafhers  Alms-houfes,  and  thence  by 
[he  Road  to  the  Windmil  at  Rlackman-ftreet,  is  3 
Miles,  2  Furlongs,  16  Rods . 

5.  From  the  Windmil  crofting  St.  George' s- fields, 
on  the  Back  of  the  Mint,  to  the  Fighting  Cocks , 
thence  to  the  Refi oration  Gardens,  and  thence  on  the 
Outfide  of  all  the  Buildings  to  Lambeth-wells ,  and  on 
to  Vaux-hall  Bridge,  over-againft  the  other  Fort  of  the 
eld  Fortifications,  being  juft  the  fame  Length  that 
thofe  old  Fortifications  extended,  tho’  infinitely  fuller 
af  Buildings.  This  laft  Circuit  meafures  3 *Miless  5 
Furlongs ,  1  2  Rods . 

Miles.  Furl.  Rods. 


The  Particulars  of  the 
Southwark  Side 


1  . 

2  . 

3  • 

4  • 

5  • 


jMiddlefex 


r. 


.  3  :  1  :  1 6 

.  5:6:  12 

.  1:7:  2 


17:6:18 
:  18:4:21 


Total  .  ,  36  :  2  :  39 

*  The  Town  of  Greenwich,  which  may  indeed  he  faid  to  be  contiguous 
:o  Deptford ,  might  be  alfo  called  a  Part  of  the  Meafurement  3  but  I 
unit  it,  as  1  have  the  Towns  of  Cheljea  and  Knight. fridge  on  the  other 
>ide,  tho’  the  latter  actually  joins  the  I  own  3  and  the  other,  as  alfo 
Kenjngton,  very  nearly. 

Were 
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Were  it  poffible  to  reduce  all  thefe  Buildings  to  a 
compadl  Situation,  ’tis  generally  thought,  that  the 
whole  Body  fo  put  together,  allowing  the  neceffary 
Ground,  which  they  now  employ  for  the  feveral  Trades 
in  the  Out-parts;  fuch  as  the  Buiding- yards  by  the 
River  for  Shipwrights,  Tanners  Yards,  Dyers,  Whit- 
fters,  13  c,  would  take  up  28  Miles  in  Circumference, 
very  compadlly  built. 

The  GuefTes  that  are  made  at  the  Number  of  Inha¬ 
bitants,  have  been  varioufly  formed  :  Mr.  Maitland  in  his 
Hiftory  of  London  (Anno  1 739.)  computes,  that  within 
the  Walls,  and  the  Bars,  as  I  may  fay,  it  contains 
725,903  ;  but  Sir  William  Petty ,  famous  for  his  Poli¬ 
tical  Arithmetic,  fuppofed  the  City,  at  his  lad  Calcu¬ 
lation,  to  contain  a  Million  of  People  ;  and  this  he 
judges  from  the  Number  of  Births  and  Burials:  but 
he  mud  take  in  a  greater  Compafs  than  Mr.  Maitland , 
to  make  up  this  Number.  And  according  to  this  Rule, 
as  well  by  what  is  well  known  of  the  Increafe  of  the  faid 
Births  and  Burials,  as  of  the  prodigious  Increafe  of 
Buildings,  it  may  be  very  reafonable  to  conclude  the 
prefent  Number  of  Inhabitants  within  the  Circumfe¬ 
rence  I  have  mentioned  in  my  Line ,  to  amount  to  about 
^500,000  Souls. 

The  Government  of  this  great  City  is,  perhaps, 
the  bed  regulated  that  any  City  can  pretend  to ;  and 
of  late  Years  it  boads  of  feveral  new  Regulations,  as 
to  Beggars,  Lights,  Pavements,  13  c*  which  turn  out 
greatly  to  its  Advantage. 

The  Government  of  the  City,  in  particular,  and 
abdra&edly  conftdered,  is  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  Twenty- 
five  other  Aldermen,  Two  Sheriffs,  the  Recorder,  and!’ 
Common  Council;  but  the  Jurildi&ion  of  thefe  is  con¬ 
fined  to  that  Part  only  which  they  call  the  City,  and! 
its  Liberties,  which  are  marked  out,  except  the  Bo - 
rough ,  by  the  Walls  and  the  Bars,  as  they  are  called. 

Befides  this,  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Lon¬ 
don  have  a  Right  Prefldial  in  Southwark,  and  hold  fre¬ 
quent 
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aent  Courts  at  St-  Margaret' $ -hill  in  the  Borough : 
ley  arealfo  Confervators  of  the  Bridge,  and  the  Bridge 
(elf  is  their  particular  Jurifdidtion. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  &c.  are  Confervators  of  the  River 
Lames ,  from  Stanes  Bridge  in  Surry  and  Middle fex% 

}  the  River  Medway  in  Kent ,  and,  as  fome  infift,  up 
le  Medway  to  Rochejier  Bridge. 

The  Government  of  the  Out-parts  is  by  Juftices  of 
~j e  Peace,  and  by  the  Sheriffs  of  London ,  who  are  like- 
vife  Sheriffs  of  Middlejex  ;  and  the  Government  of 
Vejhnbijler  is  by  an  High  Bailiff,  conftituted  by  the 
)ean  and  Chapter,  to  whom  the  Civil  Adminiftration 
>  committed,  and  who  prefides  in  Elections  of  Parlia- 
nent  for  the  City  of  iVeftminfier,  and  returns  the  Can- 
idates  who  are  chofen. 

The  remaining  Part  of  Southivark  Side,  where  the 
Hity  Jurifdicftion  does  not  obtain,  is  governed  alfo  by  a 
Bench  of  Juftices,  and  their  proper  fubftituted  Peace- 
officers,  excepting  out  of  this  the  Privileges  of  the 
Marjhaljeas ,  ®r  of  the  MarJhaT  s  Court ,  the  Pri¬ 
vilege  of  the  Marjhal  of  the  King's- Bench,  and  the 
ike. 

That  I  may  obferve  fome  Method  in  my  Defcrip- 
ion,  and  avoid  Repetitions,  I  will  divide  my  Sub¬ 
edit  into  the  following  Branches: 

[.  I  will  give  a  brief  Account  of  what  the  City  was  be¬ 
fore  the  Fire,  and  how  improved  when  rebuilt,  and 
within  a  few  Years  after  it. 

[I.  Of  the  prodigious  Increafe  of  Buildings  within  our 
own  Memory,  down  to  the  Year  1751. 

III.  Of  the  public  Offices,  and  City  Corporations. 
tV.  Of  the  molt  noted  Edifices,  Structures,  and  Squares, 
in  and  about  London. 

V.  Of  the  principal  Hofpitals,  and  other  charitable  In- 
ftitutions  in  and  about  London. 

VI.  Of  the  Churches  of  London  and  WeJtminJler , 
Southwark^  &c. 


VII, 
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VII.  Of  St.  James's  Palace,  the  Parliament- houfe, 

iVcjhni njler-ha //,  &c. 

VIII.  Of  the  Statues,  and  other  public  Ornaments. 

IX.  Of  the  Gates  of  London  and  IVeftminfter . 

X.  Of  the  Markets  of  London ,  &c. 

XL  Of  the  public  Schools  and  Libraries. 

XII.  Of  the  Shipping  in  the  Thames ,  and  the  Trade 
carried  on  by  means  of  that  noble  River. 

XIII.  Of  the  Manner  by  which  the  City  is  fupplied 
with  Water. 

XIV.  Of  the  Cbriftenings  and  Burials  in  London  ;  _  the 
Importance  of  the  City  of  London  to  the  whole  King¬ 
dom  ;  of  its  comparative  Proportion  to  the  public: 
Expence;  and  the  difproportionate  Number  of  Mem?-* 
bers  it  returns. 

XV.  The  Benefit  to  the  Public  of  a  good  Underfland- 
in^  between  the  Court  and  City. 

O  J 

To  begin  then  with  the  firft ;  viz. 

I. 

A  brief  Account  of  what  the  City  was  before  the 
Fire ,  and  how  improved  when  rebuilt ,  ana 
within  a  few  Tears  after  it. 

TAKE  the  City,  and  its  adjacent  Buildings,  to 
{land  as  defcribed  by  Mr.  Stow ,  or  by  any  other 
Author,  who  wrote  before  the  Fire  of  London',  and  th«i 
Difference  between  what  it  was  then,  and  what  it  ii 
now,  may  be  obferved  thus : 

Before  the  Fire  of  London ,  Anno  1666.  the  Build 
ings  looked  as  if  they  had  been  formed  to  make  one  ge 
neral' Bonfire,  whenever  any  wicked  Incendiaries  fhoub 
think  fit  to  attempt  it ;  for  the  Streets  were  not  onl; 
narrow,  and  the  Houfes  all  built  with  T.  imber,  Lath 
and  Piaffer ;  but  the  Manner  of  the  Building  in  thofl 
Days,  one  Story  projecting  out  beyond  another,  ws 
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ach,  that  in  fome  narrow  Streets  the  Houfes  aim  oft 
ouched  one  another  at  the  Top  ;  infomuch  that  it  of- 
en  happened,  that  if  an  Houfe  was  on  Fire,  the  op- 
»ofite  Houfe  was  in  more  Danger,  according  as  the 
AHnd  flood,  than  the  Houfes  adjoining  on  either  Side. 

And  tho’  by  the  new  Buildings  after  the  hire,  much 
j-round  was  given  up  to  enlarge  the  Streets ;  yet  it  is 
o  be  obferved,  that  the  old  Houfes  flood  generally  upon 
nore  Ground,  were  much  larger  upon  the  Flat,  and  in 
nany  Places,  Gardens,  and  large  Yards  about  them  : 
o  that  there  are  many  more  Houfes  built  than  flood 
lefore  on  the  fame  Ground.  For  Bxample  : 

Szuith eri  s- alley s,  by  the  Royal  Exchange  were  all, 
sefore  the  Fire,  taken  up  with  one  fingle  Merchant’s 
Poufe,  Mr.  Swithen  by  Name  ;  whereas,  upon  the 
mie  Ground  where  the  Houfe  flood,  Hand  now  about 
:2  or  24  Houfes,  which  belong  to  his  Pofterity. 

Copthall- court,  in  Dhrogmorton-Jlreet ,  was  alfo,  be- 
ore  the  Fire,  a  fingle  Houie,  inhabited  by  a  Dutch 
Merchant:  likewife  Three  more  Courts  in  the  fame 
treets  were  fingle  Houfes,  Two  on  the  fame  Side  of 
he  Way,  and  One  on  the  other. 

The  feveral  Alleys  behind  St.  Chrtfopher's  Church, 
iow  vulgarly  called  St.  Chrifiopher 's  Churchyard ,  were 
kewife,  before  the  Fire,  one  great  Houfe,  with  Ware- 
oufes,  in  which  Mr.  Kenrlck  lived,  whom  I  have 
aentioned  in  my  Account  of  Reading  and  Newbury , 

.  59.  65.  and  took  upalmoft  all  the  Ground  on  which 
ow  a  Street  of  Houfes  is  eredled,  called  Prince' j- 
’reef,  going  thro5  into  Lothbury. 

King  s- arms  Yard  in  Coleman-fireet ,  now  built  into 
ne  large  Houfes,  and  inhabited  by  eminent  Merchants, 
'as,  before  the  Fire,  a  Stable-yard  for  Horfes,  and  an 
nn,  which  gave  the  Sign  of  the  King  s~  Arms. 

I  might  give  many  more  Inftances;  but  thefe  will 
:count  for  what  fome  affert;  viz .  That  fo  many  great 
loufeswere  converted  into  Streets,  Courts,  Alleys,  and 
iuildings,  that  near  4000  Ploufcs  ftand  on  the  Ground 
Vol.IL  F  which 
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which  the  Fire  left  defolate,  more  than  flood  on  the  fame 
Ground  before. 

Another  Increafe  of  Buildings  in  the  City  is  to  be 
taken  from  the  Inhabitants  in  the  unburnt  Parts  fol¬ 
lowing  the  fame  Example,  of  pulling  down  great  old 
Buildings,  which  took  up  large  Tracks  of  Ground  in 
fome  of  the  well-inhabited  Places,  and  building  on  the 
fame  Ground  not  only  feveral  Houfes,  but  even  whole 
Streets  of  Houfes,  which  are  fince  fully  inhabited.  For 
Example, 

Crofby-fquare ,  within  Bi/hopfgate ,  formerly  theHoufe 
of  Sir  "James  Langham ,  Merchant. 

De'vonjhire-fquare ,  and  Street, with  feveral  back  Streets, 
and  Paflages  into  Petticoat- lane  oneWay,  and  Houndf 
ditch  another,  all  built  on  the  Ground  where  the  Earl 
of  Devonjhire  had  an  Houfe  and  Garden. 

Bridgwater-fquare ,  and  feveral  Streets  adjoining* 
built  on  the  Ground  where  the  Earl  of  Bridgwater  had 
a  large  Houfe  and  Garden,  in  Barbican. 

BWeter-fquare ,  and  feveral  Paflages  adjoining,  built 
upon  the  Grounds  of  one  great  Houfe,  in  which  one 
Merchant  only  lived. 

All  thofe  Palaces  of  the  Nobility,  formerly  making 
a  moft  beautiful  Range  of  Buildings  fronting  the  Strand , 
with  their  Gardens  reaching  to  the  Thames ,  where 
they  had  their  particular  Water-gates  and  Stairs,  have 
had  the  fame  Fate ;  fuch  as  EJfex ,  Arundel,  Norfolk , 
Bali/bury ,  iVorccfter ,  Exeter ,  Hunger  ford,  and  York 
Houfes ;  the  Lord  Brook's,  Lord  Hatton,  and  Lord 
Baldwins  Houfes  in  Holborn,  in  the  Place  of  which 
are  now  fo  many  noble  Streets  and  Houfes  erected,  as 
are  in  themfeives  equal  to  a  large  City :  all  which  ex¬ 
tend  from  the  Temple  to  Norlhumberland-houfe  ;  So?ner- 
f It- houfe ,  and  the  Savoy,  only  intervening:  and  the 
latter  of  thefe  may  be  fa  id  to  be,  not  an  Ploufe,  but  a 
little  'Town  ;  being  feparated  into  innumerable  Tene¬ 
ments  and  Apartments. 

Thde  are  prodigious  Enlargements  to  the  City, 

even 
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ven  upon  that  which  I  call  inhabited  Ground,  and 
vhere  infinite  Numbers  of  People  now  live,  more 
han  lived  upon  the  fame  Spot  of  Ground  before. 

Such  was  the  State  o f  London  before  the  Fire  in  i  666. 
,nd  fo  prodigious  were  the  Improvements  made  in  it, 
vithin  the  Courfe  of  a  few  Years  after  that  Difafter. 
dut  what  are  thefe,  compared  to  what  has  been  done 
ince,  within  our  own  Memory  ?  And  this  brings  me 
;o  my  fecond  Article. 

II. 

Of  the  prodigious  Increafe  of  Buildings ,  within 

our  own  Memory ,  down  to  the  Tear  1751* 

* 

NT  O  T  to  enter  on  a  particular  Defcri'ption  of  the 
^  Buildings,  I  fhall  only  take  notice  of  the  Places 
where  fuch  Enlargements  are  made  :  As, 

1.  All  thofe  numberlefs  Ranges  of  Building,  call'd 
Spit  a  l- fie  Ids,  reaching  from  Spital-yard  at  Northern 
Fallgate ,  and  from  Artillery-lane  in  BiJhopfgate-Jlreet , 
with  all  the  new  Streets,  beginning  at  Hoxton ,  and  the 
Back  of  Shoreditch  Church,  North,  and  reaching  to 
Brick-lane ,  and  to  the  End  of  Hare-Jlreet ,  on  the  Way 
to  Bethnal-green,  Eaft ;  then  Hoping  away  quite ’to  White - 
chapel  Road  South-eaft,  containing,  as  fome  People  fay, 
above  3  20  Acres  of  Ground,  which  are  now  cJofe  built, 
and  inhabited  by  an  infinite  Number  of  People. 

The  Lanes  were  deep,  dirty,  and  unfrequented  ;  that 
Part  now  called  Spitalfields-market  was  a  Field  of  Grafs, 
with  Cows  feeding  on  it,  fince  the  Year  1670.  The 
Old  Artillery -ground  (where  the  Parliament  lifted  their 
firft  Soldiers  againft  the  King)  took  up  all  thofe  long 
Streets  leading  out  of  Artillery-lane  to  Spital-yard  Back¬ 
date  ;  and  fo  on  to  the  End  of  Wheeler  fir eet ,  Brick-lane 9 
which  is  now  a  long  well-paved  Street,  was  a  deep  dirty 
Road,  frequented  chiefly  by  Carts  fetching  Bfieks  that 

F  2  "  Way 
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Way  into  Whitechapel  from  Brick-kilns  on  thofe  Fields, 
whence  it  had  its  Name. 

2.  On  the  more  Eaftern  Part  the  fame  Increafe  goes 
cn  in  proportion  ;  namely,  all  Goodman  s- fields,  and 
the  many  Streets  between  IP hitechapel  and  Rofemary- 
lane ,  all  built  fince  the  Year  1678.  WeU-clofe,  now 
called  Marine- [qua re,  all  the  hither  or  Weft-end  of 
R  it  cliff-highway,  from  the  Corner  of  Gravel-lane  to 
the  Eaft-end  of  E  a  ft -Smith field,  was  a  Road  over  the 
Fields;  likewife,  thofe  Buildings  now  called  Virginia - 
Jireet ,  and  all  the  Streets  on  the  Side  of  Ratcliff-hig hway 

to  Gravel-lane  above-named,  which  of  late  Years  ex¬ 
tends  fo  far,  that  the  End  of  Limehoufie  ftands  a  Chance 
to  be  foon  joined  to  the  Beginning  of  Poplar. 

3.  To  come  to  the  North-ftde  of  the  Town,  and 
beginning  at  Shoreditch  Weft,  and  Hoxton-fquare,  and 
Charles-fquare  adjoining,  thofe  were  all  open  Fields, 
from  Agnes  St.  Clare  to  Hoxton  Town,  till  the  Year 
1689.  or  thereabout.  Pitfield-Jireet  was  a  Bank,  part¬ 
ing  Two  Pafture-grounds ;  and  AJPs  Hofpital  was  an¬ 
other  open  Field.  Farther  W eft,  the  like  Addition  of 
Buildings  begins  at  the  Foot-way  by  the  Pejl-houfie , 
and  includes  the  French  Hofpital,  Gld-ftreet  1  wo 
Squares,  and  feveral  Streets,  extending  from  Brick-lane 
fo  Mount-mill,  and  the  Road  to  Ijl'mgton ,  and  from  that 
Road,  ftill  Weft,  to  Wood's-clofe ,  and  to  St.  Johns  and 
Clerkenwell ;  all  which  Streets  and  Squares  are  built; 
fince  the  Years  1688.  and  1689  and  were  before  that,, 
snd  fome  for  a  long  time  after,  open  Fields  or  Gar¬ 
dens,  and  never  built  on  till  after  that  time  ;  and  more¬ 
over,  within  thefe  few  Years,  all  thofe  open  Grounds,, 
called  Bunhil-fields ,  adjoining  to  the  DiJJentcrs  Bury- 
ing-ground  (nicknamed  from  the  famous  Mr.  Baxter „ 
who  was  the  ftrft  there  buried,  Saints  Refi,  alluding  to. 
the  Title  of  a  Book  he  had  publifhed),  are  now  built 
upon,  and  are  complete  Streets  of  Houfes  to  the  very 
Road,  and  generally  well  inhabited. 

From  hence  we  go  on  ftill  Weft,  and  beginning  at 
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Graf  s- inn ,  and  going;  on  to  thofe  formerly  called  Red- 
' ion  Fields,  and  Lamb1  s conduit  Fields,  we  fee  there 
prodigious  Piles  of  Buildings  :  they  begin  at  Gray'  s- 
Jnn-wall  towards  Red-lion- fir eet,  from  whence,  in  a 
Trait  Line,  they  go  quite  to  Lamb's  conduit  Fields 
''•forth,  including  a  great  Range  of  Buildings  reaching  to 
Bedford-row  and  the  Cockpit  Eaft,  and  including  Red- 
ion- fquare ,  Ormond- fir  eet ,  Great  and  Little  Marlbo - 
n ough-Jlreets ,  Kfueen’ s- fquare,  and  all  the  Streets  be- 
ween  the  Square  and  King  s-gate  in  Holborn.  Thefe 
3iles  are  very  great,  and  the^  Houfes  fo  magnificent 
nd  large,  that  abundance  of  Perfons  of  Quality  are 
bund  among  them. 

Farther  Weft,  in  the  fame  Line,  is  Southampton  great 
iquare,  called  Bloomjbury ,  with  King-Jlreet  on  the  Eaft- 
ide  of  it,  and  all  the  numbeilefs  Streets  Weft  of  the 
Iquare  to  the  Market-place,  and  through  Great 
Buffet freet ,  by  Montagu  houje ,  quite  into  the  Ham/lead 
load  ;  all  which  Buildings,  except  Southampton  houfe , 
nd  fome  of  the  Square,  have  been  formed  from  the 
>pen  Fields  fince  the  Time  above  mentioned,  and  con- 
ain  feveral  Thoufands  of  Houfes. 

The  Increafe  of  the  Buildings  in  St.  Giles's  and  St. 
Martin s  in  the  Fields ,  is  reallv  a  kind  of  Prod  lav  ; 
omprifing  all  the  Buildings  North  of  Long-acre ,  up  to 
he  Seven  Dials  ;  all  the  Streets  from  Leicefer-felds 
nd  St.  Martin's  lane ,  both  North  and  Weft  of  the 
Fay-market  and  Soho,  and  from  the  Hay- market  to  St. 
fames' s-Jireet  inclufive,  and  to  the  Pat  k- wall ;  then 
11  the  Buildings  on  the  North-fide  of  the  Street  called 
* iccadilly ,  and  the  Road  to  Knights -bridge,  and  between 
la t  and  the  South-fide  of  dyburn  Road,  including  Soho- 
juare ,  G olden -fquarc,  Hanover -fquare ,  the  Two  Bond- 
reels,  George'  sfr  eet,  and  that  new  City  ftretching  out 
)  Tyburn  Road,  called  Grofuenor- fquare,  and  C aven- 
'fh -fquare,  and  all  the  Streets  about  them;  fome  Part  of 
’hich  will  be  briefly  mentioned  under  the  Head  of  Squares. 
This  laft  Addition  is,  by  Calculation,  more  in  Bulk 
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than  the  Cities  of  Briftol ,  Exeter ,  and  York,  if  they 
were  all  put  together;  all  which  Places  were,  a  few 
Years  ago,  mere  Fields  of  Grafs,  and  employed  only 
to  feed  Cattle, 

In  Spring-gardens ,  near  Charing-crofs ,  are  lately 
erected  feveral  very  handfome  new  Buildings,  and  a 
neat  Chapel. 

The  new  Buildings  in  the  End  of  Broad-Jlreet ,  near 
BiJhopfgatC)  formerly  called  Petty-France ,  deferve  to  be 
mentioned  here.  It  is  in  every  one’s  Memory,  what  a 
poor  and  decayed  Place  Petty-France  was  ;  but  now  the 
Spot  where  it  flood  is  called  New  Broad-Jlreet ,  and  the 
Buildings  are  the  moft  {lately  and  elegant  in  the  City. 
They  are  increafed  quite  into  Old  Bethlehem ,  which 
confided  of  mean  and  ruinous  Houfes  :  and  there  may 
be  faid  to  be  a  new  and  {lately  Town  of  Buildings 
eredted  here. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  enumerate  the  other  new 
Buildings  that  have  taken  place  in  and  about  this  great 
City,  of  old  and  ruinons  Houfes  and  Streets.  See  the 
Articles  of  Churches,  Squares, 

III. 

Of  the  Public  Offices ,  and  City -Corporations'* 

THE  Excise-office  is  kept  in  the  Old  Jewry , 
in  a  very  large  Houfe,  formerly  the  Dwelling  of: 
Sir  John  Frederick ,  and  afterwards  of  Sir  John  Hern^ 
very  confiderable  Merchants.  In  this  One  Office  is: 
managed  an  immenfe  Weight  of  Bufinefs,  and  they 
have  in  Pay  feveral  Thoufands  of  Officers.  The  whole: 
Kingdom  is  divided  by  them  into  proper  DiftriHs,  and. 
to  every  Diflridl  a  Colledlor,  a  Supervifor,  and  a  cer¬ 
tain  Number  of  Gaugers,  called,  by  the  Yulgar,  Ex- 
cife-men. 

Under  the  Management  of  this  Office  are  now' 
brought  not  only  the  Excife  upon  Beer,  Ale,  and! 

other. 
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ther  Liquors,  as  formerly ;  but  alfo,  the  Duties  on 
/[alt  and  Candles ;  Flops,  Soap,  and  Leather  ;  Coffee, 
rea,  and  Chocolate ;  Starch,  Powder,  Spirituous  Li~ 
|uors.  Likewife  the  new  Duties  upon  Coaches, 
Uhaifes,  and  Glafs,  &c.  all  which  are  managed  in  fe¬ 
deral  Claffes. 

The  Post-office  is  kept  in  Lombard frert ,  in  a 
arge  Houfe,  formerly  Sir  Robert  Viner's ;  and  is  under 
in  admirable  Management. 

The  Peny-pof  is  a  Branch  of  it,  and  a  mod  ufeful 
Addition  to  Trade  and  Bufinefs :  for  by  it  Letters  are 
delivered  at  the  remoteft  Corners  of  the  Town,  aimed  t 
is  loon  as  they  could  be  fent  by  a  Meffenger,  and  that 
rrom  Four,  Five,  Six,  to  Eight  times  a  Day,  accord¬ 
ing  as  the  Diftance  of  the  Place  makes  it  practicable : 
infomuch  that  you  may  fend  a  Letter  from  Limehoufe  in 
the  Eaft,  to  the  fartheft  Part  of  Weftmnfter*  for  a 
Peny,  feveral  times  in  the  fame  Day  ;  and  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Villages,  as  Kenjington ,  Hamerfmitb*  ^Chtf- 
wick->  &c.  Weft  ward;  Newington ,  IJlington ,  Kentijh - 
tovjn,  Hamfead ,  Holloivay ,  H/gbgate,  Sec.  Northward; 
to  Newington-butts ,  Camberwell ,  Sec.  Southward  ;  and 
Stepney ,  Poplar ,  Bow ,  Stratford ,  Deptford ,  Greenwich y 
Sec.  Eaftward,  once  a  Day. 

Nor  are  you  tied  up  to  a  {ingle  Piece  oi  Paper,  as  in 
the  General  P  of -office  ;  but  any  Packet  under  a  Pound- 
weight,  goes  at  the  fame  Price. 

The  Custom-house  comes  next  to  be  men¬ 
tioned.  The  Long  Room  is  like  an  Exchange  every 
Morning,  and  the  Croud  of  People  who  appear  there, 
and  the  Bufinefs  they  do,  is  not  to  be  explained  by 
Words.  The  whole  Building  is  very  convenient,  hut 
not  like  what  it  might  or  ought  to  have  been;  and 
moreover,  the  Quays  thereabouts  are  fo  throng’d  and 
crouded,  that  they  are  much  too  little  for  the  Bufinefs 
continually  carrying  on  there. 

Between  the  Horfe-guards  at  iVhitehall  and  Charing - 
crofsy  is  the  Admiralty-office.  This  Office  is, 
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perhaps,  of  the  mod  Importance  of  any  of  the  pub'ic 
Parts  of  the  Adminiftration ;  the  Royal  Navy  being  the 
Sinews  of  our  Strength. 

The  Navy-  office,  a  neat  and  conven:ent  Build¬ 
ing  in  Crutched- friers ,  and  the  Vi  c T  ua  ll i  Ng-o f- 
Fice  on  Tower- hill)  near  Eafl -Smith field ,  both  which, 
had  we  room,  deferve  a  particular  Defcription,  are  but 
Branches  of  this  Adminiftration,  and  receive  their  Or¬ 
ders  from  hence  ;  as  do  likewife  the  Docks  and  Yards 
theirs  from  the  Navy- office ;  the  Whole  being  carried 
on  with  the  mod  exquifite  Order  and  Difpatch.  The 
Admiralty  has  been  in  Commiftion  ever  fince  the  Death 
of  Prince  George  of  Denmark . 

Tho5  his  Majesty  refides  all  the  Winter  at  St. 
James’s,  yet  the  Bufmefs  of  the  Government  is  chiefly 
carried  on  at  the  Cockpit,  Whitehall ;  near  which 
is  lately  finifhed  a  magnificent  Building,  with  a  very 
grand  Front  looking  to  the  Parade  in  St.  James’ s-park, 
for  the  Treasury-office  ;  and,  it  being  a  fpa- 
cious  StruHure,  over  that  where  formerly  was  kept  the 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland,  now 
abol ifhed,  is  the  Plant  ation-office. 

The  Horfe-guards  wasa  Building  commodious  enough, 
as  a  Barrack  for  a  large  Detachment  of  the  Horfe- 
guards,  who  ufed  to  keep  Poft  there:  and  over  it  were 
Offices  belonging  to  the  Judge-advocate  for  holding 
Courts  Martial  for  Tryal  of  Deferters  and  others,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Articles  of  War.  But  this  Building, 
and  thefe  Offices,  are  now  pulled  down;  and  new  ones 
are  ereHing,  which  will  be  very  large  and  commo¬ 
dious. 

A  new  Office  and  Houfe  is  lately  erecled,  adjoining 
to  the  Horfe-guards,  for  the  Paymafter-general  of  the 
Army. 

The  Bank  ufed  to  be  kept  in  Grocers-hall ;  but  is 
now  removed  to  an  intire  new  Edifice,  built  for  that 
thriving  Corporation  in  Threadneedle-flreet,  adjoining 
to  St.  Chri/lophers  Church. 

The 
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The  EAST-lNDiA  House,  fituated  where  formerly 
^as  that  of  Sir  William  Craven ,  was  rebuilt  in  die 
fear  1726.  It  is  very  convenient  within,  but,  with- 
»ut,  makes  not  the  Appearance  that  is  worthy  of  the 
Jompany's  Trade  and  Figure  in  the  World  ;  its  Front 
>eing  not  extended  enough.  In  the  Back-part  towards 
lime-flreet ,  they  have  alfo  Warehoufes,  which  were 
■ebuilt  in  a  very  handfome  manner,  Anno  1  725* 

"  The  African  Company’s  House  is  in  the  fame 

street. 

The  South-sea  House  is  a  new  Structure,  fau¬ 
lted  on  a  large  Spot  of  Ground  between  Brcad-flreet 
md  Threadneedle-Jlreet. 

The  York-buildings  Company  have  their 
Office  in  TVineheJler-jlreet . 

Here  are  alfo  feveral  great  Offices  for  Societies  of  In¬ 
surers,  where  almoil  all  Hazards  may  be  in  lured. 
The  Four  principal  are  called,  1.  The  Royal  Exchange 
In  fur  a  nee,  kept  in  a  Part  of  the  Royal  Exchange.  2. 
The  Royal  Infurance,  kept  in  Cornhill.  3.  The  Hand- 
in-hand  Fire-office ,  kept  on  Snow-hill  4-  The  Sun  Fire- 

office,  in  Threadneedle-Jlreet. 

In  the  Two  firft,  all  Hazards  by  Sea  of  Ships  and 
Goods,  not  Lives,  are  infured;  as  al  o,  Houfes  and 
Goods  are  infured  from  Fire. 

In  the  laft  Two,  only  Houfes  and  Goods. 

In  all  which  Offices  the  Premium  is  fo  frnall,  and  the 
Recovery,  in  cafe  of  Lois,  fo  eafy  and  certain,  that 
nothing  can  be  {hewn  like  it  in  the  World. 

There  are  alfo  Offices  of  Insurance  on  Lives, 
the  Union  Fire-office  in  Gutter-lane,  the  Wepimpr 
Fire-office ,  and  others,  which  manage  a  great  deal  of 
Bufinefs  in  the  fame  way,. 

The  Offices  of  Ordnan.ce,  and  the  Mint  tor 
coining  Money,  are  kept  in  the  Tower  of  London*. 
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IV. 

Of  the  moft  noted  Edifices ,  Squares ,  and  Public 
SiruEiureSi  in  and  about  London. 

THAT  beautiful  Column,  called  the  Monument , 
A  eredfed  at  the  Charge  of  the  City,  to  perpetuate 
the  Memory  of  the  fatal  Burning  of  the  .Whole,  can¬ 
not  be  mentioned  but  with  fome  due  Refpedl  to  the 
Building  itfelf,  as  well  as  to  the  City.  It  is  202  Feet 
high,  and  exceeds  all  the  Obelifks.and  Pillars  of  the  An- 
tients :  there  is  a  Stair-cafe  in  the  Middle,  to  afcend  to 
the  Balcony,  which  is  about  30  Feet  fhort  of  the  Top, 
and  whence  there  are  other  Steps  made,  even  to  look 
out  at  the  Tod  of  all,  which  is  fafhioned  like  an  Urn, 
with  a  Flame  ifiuing  from  it. 

The  Lord  Mayors  of  this  famous  Metropolis  have  been 
hitherto  forced  to  content  themfelves  with  refiding  in  fome 
one  or  other  of  the  (lately  Halls  of  the  City  Companies, 
hired  for  that  Purpofe  ;  an  Inconvenience  which  was 
equally  unworthy  of  the  Grandeur  of  the  great  Officer, 
and  of  the  City  over  which  he  prefided,  and  which  now 
is  in  a  way  to  be  remedied  by  an  Houfe,  vulgarly  called 
the  Manfion -houfe,  built  in  the  Place  where  Stocks-mar- 
ht  ufed  to  be  kept.  But  it  is  not  yet  furnifhed,  and 
applied  to  its  intended  Ufe. 

The  Royal  Exchange  is  the  greateft  Burfe  in  the 
World  :  ’tis  laid,  that  it  coft  above  80,000  /.  in  build¬ 
ing;  and  yet  the  Tntereft  of  the  Money  was  a  great  while 
anfwered  by  the  Rent  made  of  the  Shops  and  Vaults : 
hut  as  now  the  Trade  that  ufed  to  be  carried  on  there, 
is  difperfed  in  other  Places,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  do 
fo, 

The  College  of  Phyf  clans  in  Warwlck-lane  is  a  beau¬ 
tiful  and  magnificent  Stru&ure,  of  Brick  and  Stone; 
but  built  in  a  Place  where  all  its  Beauties  are,  in  a  man¬ 
ner,  buried. 

The  Surgeons  Theatre,  in  Monkwell-Jlreet ,  is  a  fine 
Piece  of  Architecture,  admirably  difpofed  for  Seeing 

and 
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*nd  Hearing:  it  was  the  Work  of  the  famous  Inigo 

If  ones.  .  .  , 

In  the  Court  of  Affiftants  Room  is  a  capital  Picture 

of  Hans  Holbein ,  in  which  is  the  Portrait  of  King 
Henry  VIII.  fitting  in  his  Chair,  delivering  the  Char¬ 
ter  which  he  granted  to  the  Surgeons. 

This  Theatre,  on  the  late  Separation  of  the  Sur¬ 
geons  Company  from  the  Barbers  by  Add  of  Parliament, 
with  the  Pi&ure,  and  other  Valuables,  remains  to  the 
; Barbers:  and  the  Surgeons  have  a&ually  erected  an 
Hall  and  Theatre  in  the  Old  Bailey ,  near  Ludgate ,  for 
!  themfelves. 

Several  Afts  of  Parliament  have  palled,  for  building 
a  new  Bridge  over  the  Thames  at  Weftminfler .  It  was 
at  firft  refolved  to  be  built  at  the  Horfe-ferry  over  to 
■  Lambeth ;  but  the  Defign  was  altered,  and  it  is  now 
built  at  the  JT oolfl aple ,  near  Palace-yard ,  and  canied 
to  Stangate  on  the  oppofite  Side.  The  Extent  of  this 
Bridge  is  1220  Feet,  the  Abutments  whereof,  at  each 
End,°  are  1 1  3  Feet  each  ;  the  Middle  Arch  is  76  beet 
Diameter,  and  its  Two  Piers  are  each  17  Feet  thick  . 
every  other  Arch,  on  each  Side,  leffens  4  Feet,  and  the 
piers  1  Foot  each.  There  are  13  Arches,  in  all :  Jo 
I  that  the  clear  Space  for  the  Water  is  820  Peet.  T  ne 
Solids  of  the  1  2  Piers  contain  400  Feet  befides  the  Two 
Abutments;  the  Breadth  for  Carriages  is  30  Feet  % 
and  for  Foot-pafTengers,  7  Feet,  on  each  Side. 

Great  Powers  are  given,  by  this  Ac!,  to  Commimo- 
ners  to  agree  with  Perfons  who  own  Houles  and  Lands, 
on  either  Shore:  and  they  have  pulled  down  whole 
I  Streets  about  Palace-yard >  and  Charming-row^ s  well  as 
on  the  Surry  Side,  for  the  more  commodious  Paliage  to 
it ;  and  have  built  fo  many  fine  ones  in  their  1  laces,  that 
that  Part  of  Wejlminfler  may  be  Laid  to  be  new-built. 

The  firft  Pile  of  this  Bridge  was  driven  m  1738. 
and  the  Whole  was  finifhed,  and  ready  to  be  opened  for 
.  Ufc,  in  Autumn  1747-  when  it  was  difeoyered,  that  the 

5th  Pier  from  Weftminfler  Side  was  finking  5  and  toon 
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arter  Stones  fell  out  of  the  Arch  next  to  it.  It  was  ne- 
cefiary  therefore  to  take  off  the  Arches  that  refted  on 
the  Pier;  which  was  done  with  great  Care,  by  replace- 
ing  Centres  under  them,  like  thofe  on  which  they 
were  turned.  The  finking  Pier  was  then  loaded  with 
12,000  Ton  of  Cannon  and  Leaden  Weights,  in  or¬ 
der  to  fink  and  fettle  it.  T his,  and  the  Deliberations 
how  to  repair  the  Defecl,  took  up  above  a  Year  :  But 
in  the  Summer  of  174  9.  Materials  being  ready,  it  was 
intirely  Enifhed  for  Ule,  and  opened  Nov.  17.  1750. 
at  Midnight,  having  been  retarded  3  Years.  The  Pier 
that  had  failed,  was  freed  from  its  Burden  by  a  fecret 
Arch,  now  not  to  be  feen. 

This  Structure  is  certainly  a  very  great  Ornament  to 
our  Metropolis ;  and  may  juffly  attradf  the  Admiration 
even  of  thofe  who  have  feen  the  Rialto  at  Venice ,  or  the 
magnificent  Bridges  over  the  Rhone  in  France  ;  much 
more  of  thofe  who  have  never  viewed  an  Objedh  of  the 
like  Nature,  comparable  to  it,  in  England. 

The  furprifing  Echo  in  the  Arches  brings  much  Com¬ 
pany  with  French  Horns  to  entertain  themfelves  under 
it  in  Summer  :  And  the  Path  for  Foot-paffengers,  be¬ 
ing  raifed  a  little  above  the  Level  of  the  Road  for  Car¬ 
riages,  fsV.  is  by  that  means  furnifhed  with  the  Advan¬ 
tage  of  an  agreeable  Airing,  with  which  none  of  the 
public  Walks  or  Gardens  can  Hand  in  Competi¬ 
tion. 

If  we  confider  its  Length,  its  Breadth,  the  Regularity 
of  the  Defign,  the  Beauty  of  the  Workmanfhip,  the 
Manner  in  which  it  was  conftrudhed,  the  Breadth  and 
Depth  of  the  River  it  extends  over,  the  Quantity  of 
Water  that  pafTes  thro’  it  without  fenfihle  Obffrmftion, 
the  great  inland  Navigation,  which  it  does  not  impede, 
the  Spacioufnefs  and  Commodioufnefs  of  the  Carriage 
arid  Foot-ways  over  it,  the  eafy  Afcent  it  affords,  the 
Avenues  that  lead  to  it,  the  Provifion  made  for  the  De¬ 
fence  of  Paffengers  againfl:  the  Weather  in  their  Way 
over  it,  the  Watch  of  Twelve  Men  every  Night  for 

the 
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he  Security  of  their  Perfons,  and  the  beautiful  globular 
Lamps,  1 6  on  each  Side,  fufpended  on  Irons  that  pro- 
e£f  inwards,  with  a  lofty  Sweep,  from  the  Top  of 
:^ach  Recefs,  and  on  the  Sides  of  the  Abutments,  foften- 
ling  the  Horrors  of  the  Night,  and  difFufiing  a  flar-like 
Radiance,  not  only  over  the  circumfluent  Waters,  but 
over  the  circumjacent  Lands,  and  princely  Palaces;  all 
thefe  Circumftances  may  well  feem  to  give  this  Bridge  a 
Superiority  over  moft  other  Bridges  mentioned  in  Hiftory, 
The  Mews  near  Charing-Crofs ,  where  the  Kings 
Horfes  are  kept,  and  the  Coaches  of  State  let  up,  is  a 
very  large  kind  of  Square  ;  but  the  Buildings  being  old, 
and  unworthy  of  the  Situation,  as  well,  as  of  the  Ufe, 
are,  as  Jtis  Lid,  to  be  pulled  down.  The  principal 
Range  at  the  upper  End  is  already  finifhed  ;  and  when 
the  other  Parts  are  completed,  it  will  be  one  of  the 
fin  ell  Things,  of  its  kind,  i  n  Ewop\ 

Carlton-houfe ,  belonging  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince,  Marlborough-koufe ,  and  Buckingham-houfe ,  all 
Three  in  St.  James'  s-parlr,  the  late  Duke  of  Monta¬ 
gus,  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond' s,  in  the  Privy-garden ; 
Devonjhire-houje ,  and  the  Earl  of  Bath’s,  in  Piccadilly  ; 
the  Earl  of  Chefter field's  overlooking  Hjde-park  ;  Nor- 
thumb erland-houfe  in  the  Strand ,  Montagu-houfe ,  how¬ 
ever  deferted  at  prefint,  a  moft  noble  one,  and  the 
Duke  of  Bedford's  ;  thofe  of  Lord  Bateman ,  and  num- 
berlefs  others  of  the  Nobility  and  firft  Gentry  ;  together 
with  the  noble  and  extenfive  Streets  of  Buildings  about 
Soho ,  Grofvenor ,  Cavendijh ,  Berkley ,  and  Hanover - 
fquares ,  with  thofe  {lately  Squares  themfelves ;  St. 
James' s-fquare,  Red-lion-fquare ,  Lincoln's- Inn- Fields, 
efpecially  as  it  is  lately  altered  and  adorned  ;  the  new 
Buildings  about  ffockey-fields ,  Bedford-roiv ,  Queen’s- 
fquare ,  and  innumerable  other  Improvements  ;  would 
take  up  too  much  of  my  Room  to  particularize  :  and 
I  can  therefore  only  name  them. 

But  yet  I  cannot  forbear  particularly  to  mention  one 
Beauty,  becauL  it  is  an  Honour  to  our  Country  ;  and 

that 
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^hat  is  the  great  Piazza  in  Covent- garden^  the  nobleft. 

•  Square  in  Europe ,  for  Grandeur  of  the  Defign,  efpeci- 
aliy  with  the  Beauty  of  the  Eaft  Front  of  that  elegant 
Church,  the  only  Piece  the  Moderns  have  yet  produced, 
that  can  admit  of  a  juft  Comparifon  with  the  Works  of 
Antiquity ;  where  a  majeftic  Simplicity  commands  the 
Approbation  of  the  Judicious.  The  ruftic  Arcade  round 
the  Square  is  of  an  excellent  Compofition,  above  which 
is  a  grand  Story,  and  an  Attic,  and  the  Windows  drefted 
with  a  regular  Entablature. 


V. 

Of  the  principal  Hofpitals ,  and  other  Charitable 
InftitutionSj  in  and  about  the  City  of  London. 


NO  City  in  the  World  can  (hew  the  like  Number 
of  private  and  public  Charities,  as  the  Cities  of 
London  and  IVeftminfter . 

I  have  not  Room  particularly  to  defcribe  them,  and 
muft  therefore  content  myfelf  with  giving  little  more 
than  their  Names,  and  thofe  of  their  munificent  Found¬ 
ers;  referring  to  thofe  larger  Works  where  more  ample 
Accounts  and  Defcriptions  may  be  expected. 

i.  Then,  T  will  mention  Bethlehem  Hofpital  in 
Moor  fields ,  for  the  Reception  of  Lunatics,  ereSted  at  the 
Charge  of  the  City,  Anno  1676. 

2.  Bridewell  is  as  well  anHoufe  of  Correction  as  an 
Hofpital:  it  was  formerly  the  King’s  City  Palace,  but 
given  to  the  City  by  King  Edward  VI.  for  the  re¬ 
claiming  of  idle  Perfons,  Vagrants,  Cfc.  and  for  bring¬ 
ing  up  Lads  to  handicraft  Bufmeffes. 

There  are  Two  other  Houfes  of  Corredfion,  called 
Bridewells ,  one  at  Clerkenwell ,  for  Middlefex  ;  the 
other  in  Eoihill- fields,  for  Wefhninjler. 

3.  ChriJV s- Hofpital,  originally  founded  by  King 
Edward  VI.  (at  the  Requeft  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aklermen  of  London \  and  of  the  pious  Martyr  Dr„ 
Ridley ,  then  Rifhop  of  London)  for  entertaining,  edu¬ 
cating,  l; 
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Siting,  nourifhing,  and  bringing  up  the  poor  Children 
f  the  Citizens;  fuch  as,  their  Parents  (or  Fathers,  at 
aft)  being  dead,  have  no  other  way  of  Support. 

This  noble  Charity  maintains  near  1000  poor  Chil¬ 
dren,  who  have  Food,  Cloathing,  and  InftruHion, 
yfeful  and  fufficient  Learning,  and  an  exceeding  good 
Cifcipline  obferved  ;  and  at  the  proper  Ages  they  are 
>ut  out  to  Trades  fuitable  to  their  feveral  Genius's  and 
[Capacities ;  and  others  are  taught  Mathematics,  Navi- 
;ation,  and  Arithmetic,  to  fit  them  for  private  and 
mblic  Service,  The  feeing  of  thefe  Children  at  Church 
>n  a  Sunday  at  Chrift-Church ,  and  at  Supper  on  Sunday 
Evening,  was  reckoned  as  fine  a  Sight  as  any  in  Lon- 
ion ,  and  occafioned  a  conftant  Refort  of  People  of  all 
Ranks;  who  ufed  to  admire  the  Neatnefs  of  their  Ap¬ 
pearance,  and  the  good  Management  of  theHoufe.  De¬ 
pendent  on  this  noble  Charity  is  alfo  an  Houfe  at  Hert- 
where  Diet,  Schooling,  &c.  are  given  to  the 
younger  Boys. 

4.  St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital  adjoins  to  Chrtft9 s 
Hofpital :  its  firfl:  Foundation  may  be  laid  to  be  owing 
to  King  Henry  VIII.  whofe  Statue  in  Stone,  very  well 
done,  is,  for  that  Reafon,  erected  in  the  new  Front, 
over  the  Entrance  in  Weft -Smith fields  with  Two  Crip¬ 
ples,  no  mean  Pieces  of  Sculpture,  on  the  Top  of  the 
Pediment  over  his  Head.  This  Hofpital  has  received 
very  great  Additions  of  late  Years,  and  they  are  going 
on  building  ftill ;  and  *tis  well  if  they  do  not  overdo  it; 
for  they  demolifih  their  Houfes,  and  reduce  their  Eftates, 
by  it  ;  and  leave  it  upon  the  Generofity  of  future  Be- 
nefaftors  to  fupport  what  they  are  about. 

This  Hofpital  relieves  about  600  Patients  daily,  with 
Lodging,  Diet,  Phyfic,  and  Surgery. 

T he  Lock  at  Kingftancly  and  that  in  Southwark ,  belong 
to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital,  and  are  ufed  for  fuch  as 
have  the  foul  Difeafe  only. 

There  generally  are  under  the  Care  of  this  Hofpital 
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upwards  of  5000  poor  Tick  and  lame  Perfons,  deflitute 
of  other  Relief. 

5.  St.  Thomas's  Hofpital  in  Southwark  is  alfo  a  noble 
Piere  of  Cbaritv,  of  the  like  Nature  with  that  of  St. 
Bartholomew :  the  Church,  and  mod  of  the  Hofpital, 
were  rebuilt  in  a  beautiful  manner,  from  the  Year  1701. 
to  1706.  It  was  founded  by  Edward  VI.  and  Infcrip- 
tions  are  fet  up  in  it  to  the  Honour  of  Mr.  Guy,  Mr. 
Frederick ,  Sir  Robert  Clayton ,  the  lad  of  whom  has  his 
Statue  there;  as  has  King  Edward  VI  ere&ed  by 
Charles  Joy ,  Efq;  late  Trea  direr  of  this  Hofpital. 

6.  Guy’s  Hofpital  is  fituated  very  near  St.  "Thomas’s 
Hofpital,  and  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  greatefl  private 
Charities  that  was  ever  known.  Its  Founder,  "Thomas 
Guy ,  was  a  Bookfel’er  in  Lombard-Jlreet\  he  lived  to 
fee  this  Work  in  great  For  ward  nefs,  and  at  his  Death, 
Anno  1724.  left  about  200.000  /.  to  dnidi  and  endow 
it.  Mr.  Guy  atfdtuall  v  diveded  himfelf  of  80,000  l.  in 
his  Life-time  towards  this  Hofpital,  which  was  edablifh- 
ed  many  Years  before  his  Death,  tho’  fince,  by  bis  Be- 
quell,  fo  greatly  inlarged.  His  Statue  is  eredted  in  the 
principal  Square. 

Tho’  this  Hofpital  is  faid  to  be  for  Incurables,  it  is 
not  for  fuch  as  are  abfolutely  fo ;  for  the  Founder  ufed 
to  fay,  That  he  would  not  have  his  Hofpital  made  an 
Alms-houfe. 

Over  and  above  the  200,000  /.  left  to  this  Hofpital, 
the  Founder  left  as  many  Legacies,  and  other  Difpofiti- 
ons,  as  were  computed  to  amount  to  near  150,000  /. 
more. 

7 .  The  London  TVorkhoufe ,  as  it  is  called,  founded  on 
an  AH  of  Parliament  palled  in  the  13th  Year  of  King 
Charles  II.  is  fituated  without  Bijhopfgate ,  and  is  an 
Edifice  confiding  of  feveral  Work-rooms  andLodging- 
rooms,  for  Vagrants  and  Parilh-children. 

They  have  an  handfome  Chapel  built  at  the  upper 
End  of  the  Yard  belonging  to  the  Houfe3  where  they 
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jo  to  Prayers  twice  a  Day,  at  Seven  in  the  Morning, 
rid  Seven  in  the  Evening.  On  Sundays  they  all  go 
0  St.  Helen  $<•)  where  they  have  Seats. 

The  Charity-Schools  and  Workhoufes  fet  up  in  al- 
noft  every  Parifh  of  this  prodigious  City,  have  in  fome 
neafure  purfued  the  Defign  of  this  laudable  VVork- 
loufe;  and  if  they  have  thereby  interfered  with  it, 
nd  taken  off  fome  Benefadlions  "that  otherwife  might 
lave  flowed  into  that  Canal,  it  will  be  the  lefs  to  be 
vondered  at. 

8.  The  Hofpital  called  the  Chart er-Houfe,  or  Sut~ 
\ot? s  Hofpital,  muff  be  recorded  to  be  the  greateft  and 
lobleft  Gift  that  ever  was  given  for  Charity,  by  any 
ine  Man,  public  or  private,  in  this  Nation,  fince  rli- 
hory  gives  us  any  Account  of  T.  hings ;  except  we  give 
1  Preference  to  that  of  Mr.  Guy  y  the  Revenue  of  Mr. 
button’s  Hofpital  being,  befides  the  Purcbafe  of  the 
Place,  and  the  Building  of  the  Houfe,  and  other  Ex» 
)ences,  little  lers  than  6cool.  per  Arm. 

The  Royal  Hofpitals  of  Greenwich  and  Chelfea  are 
•a'ken  Notice  of  in  their  proper  Places. 

The  Greycoat  and  Greertcoat  Hofpital  in  cTothittfieldsy 
Emanuel  Hofpital,  JVeJlmlnJler  ;  that  for  the  Poor  of 
he  French  Refugees,  near  IJIingtcn  ;  the  Ironmongers 
Alms-houfes,  near  Shoreditch y  Alderman  Asks  at 
Hoxton  y  thofe  {lately  ones  of  the  Trinity- -houfe ,  the 
^miners,  and  feveral  others,  in  the  Way  to  Mile-  End  y 
as  alfo  thofe  hand  fome  ones,  lately  eredded  by  the  Will 
of  Mr.  Francis  Bancroft,  a  Lord  Mayor’s  Officer,  in 
ffie  fame  Road  ;  all  delerve  particular  Mention,  ban  I 
Room  for  it. 

But  I  muff  fay  a  Word  or  two  of  thofe  ufeful  Cha¬ 
rities,  the  Two  Infirmaries,  one  in  James’ s-fl reef, 
JVeJlmlnJler ,  and  the  other  at  Hyde  park  Corner, .  which 
have  given  Birth  to  the  like  laudaHe  Inftitutions  in 
other  Parts  of  the  Kingdom-  1  he  Defign  of  them  is, 

to  fuppjv  the  Places  of  the  Hospitals  of  St.  Bchth^lo- 
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mew  and  St.  "Thomas’s  afore-mentioned,  there  being  na 
fuch  charitable  Foundations  in  the  City  of  Weftminfter . 
And  here  the  beft  Order  is  obferved,  the  beft  Medicines 
difpenfed,  and  the  beft  Aftiftances  given,  as  well  by 
Phyficians,  as  Surgeons  and  Apothecaries,  to  all  who 
are  admitted  into  theie  Charities.  I  (hall  refer  you  to 
the  Accounts  publiftied  by  each  every  Year,  for  further 
Particulars  of  their  Inftitutions,  Progrefs,  and  Succefs.  ; 

In  Auguft  1 732.  a  Corporation  was  eredled  for  the 
Relief  of  poor  Officers  Widows  belonging  to  the  Na¬ 
vy;  which  allots  45  /.  per  Ann.  to  a  Captain’s  Widow; 
30/.  to  a  Lieutenant’s  ;  and  20/.  to  the  Widows  of 
Boatfwains,  Gunners,  Carpenters,  Purfers,  Surgeons, 
Second  Mafter  of  a  Yacht,  or  Mafter  of  a  Naval 
Veflel,  warranted  by  the  Navy* board  ;  provided  the 
annual  Incomes  of  their  real  and  perfonal  Eftates  do 
not  amount  to  the  aforefaid  yearly  Sums.  To  this 
Charity  all  Admirals,  Captains,  Lieutenants,  and 
Warrant-officers,  pay  3  d.  per  Pound  out  of  their 
Salaries  ;  and  his  Majefty  King  George  II.  gfaeioufly 
contributed  10,000  /.  as  a  Foundation  for  it. 

In  the  Year  1739.  amoft  ufeful  and  long- w idl’d -for 
Charity  was  eftablifhed  by  Royal  Charter,  in  order  to 
found  an  Hofpital  for  the  Maintenance  and  Education 
of  expofed  and  deferted  young  Children,  other  wife  called 
Foundlings. 

An  A£l  of  Parliament  has  palled  for  confirming  and 
enlarging  the  Powers  granted  by  this  Charter  ;  and  a 
neat  and  convenient  Hofpital  is  a£tually  built  for  this 
good  Purpofe,  on  the  North  Side  of  Ormond- ft  re  et. 
The  Rules  by  which  it  is  governed  are  extremely  well 
adapted  to  the  Intention  of  the  Charity,  and  as  well 
obferved.  Four  principal  Painters,  viz.  Mr.  Highmore , 
Mr.  Hogarth ,  Mr.  Haymany  and  Mr.  Wilks  y  have 
each  prelented  a  Piece  of  Scripture -Painting  on  Subjedls 
fuitable  to  the  Defign  ;  which  are  put  up,  and  are  very 
well  worth  the  Attention  of  the  Curious. 

An  Infirmary  for  poor  People  labouring  under  that 

terrible:. 
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=rrib1e  Malady  the  Small-Pox,  is  alfo  lately  opened  in 
rottenb  am -Court  Road. 

There  are  alfo  juft  fet  on  Foot,  and  in  a  profperous 
Way,  an  Hofpital  for  Lying-in  Women,  and  a  new 
!>ne  for  the  Reception  of  unhappy  People  who  are  out 
H»f  their  Minds,  of  the  fame  Nature  with  that  of  Bethe - 
'em. 

The  Corporation  for  Clergymens  Sons  deferves  alfo 
o  be  taken  Notice  of,  as  an  excellent  Inftitution ;  but 

[muft  draw  to  a  Conclufion  of  this  Article. 

I  (hall  only  further  obferve,  in  general,  That 
hofe  noble  Foundations,  added  to  innumerable  Alms- 
aoufes,  which  are  to  be  feen  in  almoft  every  Part  of 
London ,  make  it  certain,  that  there  is  no  City  in  the 
World  can  fhew  the  like  Number  of  Charities  from 
private  Hands,  there  being  no  lefs  than  Twenty  thou- 
fand  People  maintained  of  Charity,  befides  the  Chari¬ 
ties  of  Schooling  for  Children,  and  beildes  the  Collec¬ 
tions  at  the  annual  Feafts  of  feveral  Kinds,  where  Mo¬ 
ney  is  given  for  putting  out  Children  Apprentices,  &c. 
a  great  Number  of  which  owe  their  Rife  to  the  Period 
of  Time  included  in  40  Years  paft  ;  fo  that  the  Pa* 
fids  have  no  Reafon  to  boa  ft,  that  there  were  greater 
Benefactions,  and  Acts  of  Charity,  to  the  Poor,  given 
in  their  Days,  than  in  our  Proteftant  Times.  And 
this  is,  indeed,  one  of  the  principal  Reafons  for  my 
making  Mention  of  it  in  this  Place  ;  for  let  any  par¬ 
ticular  Age  be  Tingled  out,  and  let  the  Charities  of  this 
Age,  for  about  40  Years  paft,  and  the  Sums  of  Mo¬ 
ney  beftowed  by  Proteftants  in  this  Nation,  on  mere 
Acts  of  Charity  to  the  Poor,  not  reckoning  Gifts  to  the 
Church,  be  call:  up,  it  will  appear  they  are  greater,  by 
far,  than  can  be  found  in  England  in  any  the  like  Num¬ 
ber  of  Years,  take  the  Time  when  we  will. 

Nor  do  I  include  in  this,  the  Money  collected  by 
Briefs  all  over  England ,  upon  Cafualties  by  Fire,  though 
that  is  as  eminent  an  Act  of  Charity  as  any  can  be ; 
nor  the  Money  given  either  in  public  or  private,  for 
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rebuilding  St.  Paul's  and  other  Churches,  demolifhed 
by  the  Fire  of  London ,  or  the  Augmentation  of  poor 
Benefices  by  the  Bounty  of  Queen  Anne ,  and  many 
other  fuch  Gifts.  But  there  is  {fill  a  Charity  to  be 
mentioned,  which  is  newly  fet  on  Foot,  that  may  be 
of  more  public  good  Confequence  to  this  Kingdom,  as 
a  Maritime  Power,  than  any  yet  eftablifhed  ,  which  I 
fhall  now  take  Notice  of. 

Ample  Provifion  having  been  made  for  Seamen  worn 
out  in  the  Royal  Service,  in  the  noble  Hofpital  at  Green¬ 
wich ,  and  fomething  of  the  like  Nature  being  much 
wanted  for  the  Relef  of  that  ferviceable  Body  of  Men 
who  have  fpent  their  Labour,  and  loft  their  Limbs  and 
Lives,  in  that  of  the  Merchants,  as  well  as  of  their 
belplefs  Widows  and  Orphans,  an  A£t  was  pafted  in 
the  Seffion  of  Parliament  Anno  1747.  intituled.  An 
All  for  the  Relief  and  Support  of  maimed  and  dlf abled 
Seamen ,  and  the  Widows  and  Children  of  fuch  as  flail 
he  killed ,  fain ,  or  drowned ,  in  the  Mir  chants  Service  ; 
whereby  a  Corporation  is  eftablifhed,  of  feveral  confi- 
derable  Merchants,  by  the  Name  of  The  Prefdent  and 
Governors  for  the  Relief  and  Support  of  flk,  maimed , 
and  difahled  Seamen ,  and  of  the  Widows  and  Children 
of  fuch  as  flail  he  killed ,  fain ,  or  drowned \  in  the  Mer¬ 
chants  Service ,  to  purchafe  Lands  for  the  Site  of  an 
Hofpital,  and  to  relieve  all  proper  Obje&s  of  the  Cha¬ 
rity  of  their  Countrymen,  on  producing  Certificates 
of  their  Merits  and  Sufferings.  Every  Perfon  contri¬ 
buting  50/.  is,  ipfo fadlo ,  a  Governor  :  And  for  ef¬ 
fecting  the  good  Ends  and  Purpofes  intended,  all  Sea¬ 
men  ferving  on  board  the  Merchant-Ships  of  any  of  his 
Majefty’s  Subjects  i n  England,  are  to  pay  6  d.  per  Month, 
in  order  to  be  inti  tied  to  the  Benefits  of  this  A61.  The 
Merchant- Venturers  of  the  City  of  BrifloL  and  the 
Guild  or  Brotherhood  of  Mafters,  Seamen  of  the  Tri¬ 
nity -houfl  of  the  Town  and  Port  of  Kingflon  upon 
Hull \  are  included  within  the  Purpofes  of  this  A61,  with 
refpedl  to  the  poor  Mariners  belonging  to  each  of  thofe 
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faces.  Thofe  in  the  Service  of  the  E aft -India -Com™ 
Amy,  only,  are  excluded  any  Benefit  from  hence, 
Jfing  already  fufiiciently  provided  for  by  their  refpeCtive 
(Matters. 


VI. 

)/  the  Churches  of  London,  Weftminfter,  and 

Southwark. 

TTHERE  are  within  the  Walls  of  London,  97  pa- 
*  r ifhes ;  without  the  Walls,  17;  the Out-Farifhes 
a  Middle f ex  and  Surry ,  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality, 
\z  9  and  in  the  City  and  Liberty  of  JVeJlminfter ,  10  • 
nail,  146.  We  (hall,  as  briefly  as  pofiible,  touch 
ipon  the  mofi  remarkable  Churches. 

^  We  muff  obferve,  in  the  firff  Place,  That  the 
Churches  in  London  are  rather  convenient  than  fine, 
lot  adorned  with  Pomp  and  Pageantrv,  as  in  Popijh 
countries  ;  bu%  like  the  true  Protefiant  Plainnefs,  have 
/'ery  little  Ornament  either  within  or  without. 

But  the  mod  famous  of  all  the  Churches  in  the  City, 
ind  of  all  the  Proteftant  Churches  in  the  World,  is 
he  Cathedral  of  St.  Paul\  an  Edifice  exceedingly 
beautiful  and  magnificent,  with  the  feweft:  f  aults  of 
inv  Budding  of  the  like  Nature  and  Extent  ;  though 
.ts  Drefs  is  at  this  time  a  little  out  of  Fafhion.  Some, 
ivho  would  be  thougot  to  have  Skill  in  Architecture, 
ire.  pleafed  to  cenfure  it  for  its  Heavinefs  ;  but  that 

Dbjedlion,  upon  due  Confideration,  will  appear  ill- 
founded. 

The  vaft  Extent  of  the  horizontal  Arch  of  the  Cu~ 
?oia,  which  fupports  a  Stone  Lantern  near  70  Feet 
nigh,  may  well  account  for  the  Strength  of  the  Eight 
Piers  which  fupport  the  Whole  of  that  prodigious 
**  cigl  t.  And  tho’  common  Ohfervers  aflert,  that 
thofe,  a?  well  as  the  Piers  of  all  the  Arches  withinfide, 
ire  t.00  thick  and  heavy,  yet,  whoever  knows  any  thing 
the  Rules  of  Architecture^  muff  allow  them  to  he 
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as  {lender  as  the  StriClnefs  of  thofe  Rules  would  admit  of; 
for  the  Thicknefs  of  each  Pier  is  not  One  Third  Part 
of  the  Void  of  each  Arch=  And  thofe  which  fupport 
the  Dome,  when  compar’d  with  thofe  that  fupport  the 
Cupola  of  St.  Peter's  at  Pome ,  come  out  to  be  but 
One  Third  Part  of  the  Bignefs  of  the  latter,  the  one 
meafuring  240  Feet  in  Circumference,  the  other  not 
quite  80  ;  yet  the  Difference  in  the  Dimenfions  and 
Weight  of  the  Two  Cupolas  is  nothing  in  proportion 
to  that  of  the  Piers ;  and,  upon  the  Whole,  St.  Paul’s 
is  much  lefs  liable  to  the  Objection  of  being  heavy, 
than  St.  Peter’s. 

Indeed  Gothic  Architecture,  which  is  more  familiar 
to  feme  Perfons  than  the  other,  admits  of  an  extrava¬ 
gant  Airinefs  and  Lightnefs.  In  that  Sort  of  Building 
the  Defigner  is  bound  down  to  no  Rules  of  Proportion 
but  what  his  own  Fancy  fuggefts ;  whereas,  in  the 
other,  Dimenfions  fo  univerfally  followed,  cannot  be 
deviated  from.  The  Height  of  every  Arch  hath  a  fix’d 
Proportion  to  its  Breadth  ;  the  Doors,  Windows,  and 
their  Ornaments,  have  -the  fame  ;  the  Intercolumma- 
tions,  and  their  Intablatures,  are  all  confined  to  certain 
Admeafurements.  But  where  is  that  Exaclnefs  ob- 
ferved  in  any  Gothic  Structure  ?  It  mu  ft  be  allowed, 
there  are  fome  of  thofe  Buildings,  that,  in  the  Whole, 
look  very  auguft  and  venerable.  Yet,  let  any  one 
view  the  vaft  Buttrefles  round  the  Outfide  of  Weft - 
minfter- Abbey ,  and  fee  what  a  Croud  of  Lines  and 
Breaks  they  occafion  in  the  PerfpeCtive,  and  they  will 
then  eafily  account  for  the  Lightnefs  of  the  Infide  of 
that  Church  ;  for  thofe  Buttrefles,  by  extending  fo  far 
.out,  fupport  the  whole  Structure,  more  than  its  Walls 
or  Pillars.  This  is  mentioned  for  the  Sake  of  common 
Obfervers  only  ;  for  to  the  Judicious  it  is  altogether 
wnneceflary. 

Sir  Chrijlopher  Wren  had  the  Satisfaction  to  find  his 
Work  approved  by  the  bell:  Mafters  in  Europe ,  who 
allowed,  That  the  Church  of  St,  Peter’s  at  Rme>  which 

is 
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s  the  moll  ftupendous  Structure  in  the  World,  only 
exceeds  St.  Raufs  with  refpeft  to  its  huge  Dimenfions, 
its  rich  mofaic  Work,  the  beautiful  Marble,  of  which 
30th  its  Outfide  and  Infide  intirely  confift,  the  latter  in 
different  Colours,  its  Statues,  Paintings,  Gildings,  Al¬ 
tars,  and  Oratories. 

Had  the  Infide  of  St.  PauVs  been  adorned  in  the  like 
arofufe  and  pompous  Manner,  it  would  have  attra&ed 
:he  Admiration  of  fuperficial  Critics;  fo  that  they  would 
never  have  been  able  to  difcover  the  Faults  which  they 
:an  only  attribute  to  the  Plainnefs  of  its  Materials.  But 
Harmony,  Proportion, and  Beauty, are  the  fame,  whether 
:he  Building  is  executed  in  Stone,  or  the  moft  beautiful 
Marble  ;  whether  the  Carvings  or  Mouldings  be  gilt  or 
lot;  the  Receffes  or  Panels  in  the  Walls  be  cunoufly 
lain  ted,  or  plain. 

In  the  Year  1707.  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  it 
mder  Confederation,  whether  the  Cupola  fhould  be 
■overed  with  *  Copper  or  Lead  ;  and  upon  Inquiry  into 
vhich  was  moil  expedient,  and  leaff  expenfive,  it  ap- 
>eared  that  the  Covering  of  Lead  would  amount  to 
bout  170  Tons,  and  the  Expence  thereof,  including 
M orkmanfhip,  was  eftimated  at  2500/. 

The  Copper  Covering  was  computed  at  Eleven 
fons,  1  hree  hundred  Three  Quarters  and  odd  Pounds ; 
nd  the  Expence  was  eftimated  at  3050  /.  Upon  which 
he  Houfe  fixed  upon  a  Copper  Covering. 

But  when  the  Bill,  which  had  a  Claufe  in  it  for 
lat  Purpofe,  went  up  to  the  Lords,  their  Lordfhips 
lit  out  the  Claufe  upon  which  the  Commons  defired 
Conference,  alleging,  that  Copper  was  preferable  to 
tiy  other  Covering,  as  well  in  refpeft  of  Duration  as 
/ightnefs  ;  for  that  Lead  being  fubje£I  to  frequent  Re- 
nrs,  the  neceftary  Scaffolding  for  that  Purpofe,  at  any 
ne  time,  would  exceed  the  Difference  of  Charge 
^tween  that  and  Copper :  Befides,  that  frequent  Scaf- 

*  This  is  an  Authentic  Accoount  of  the  Matter. 


folding 


120  ^  TOUR  thro'  London, 

folding  would  very  much  prejudice  the  Building.  But 
the  Sefiions  clofing  the  fame  Day,  put  an  End  to  the 
Affair,  and  there  were  no  Conferences  ;  tho*  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Reafons  were  wThat  the  Commons  intended  to 
offer,  if  there  had  been  one. 

It  very  probably  was  upon  this  Occafion,  that  Sir 
Chriftopher  is  laid  to  have  declared  his  Opinion,  when 
fome  Gentlemen  doubted  whether  the  Cupola  would 
bear  the  Leaden  Covering,  that  it  was  able  to  bear 
7000  Tons  more  than  what  is  now  upon  it  ;  and  that 
he  would  undertake  to  raife  a  Spire  of  Stone  upon  the 
Whole,  100  Feet  higher  than  the  Crofs  now  (bands. 

The  Expence  of  tbs  magnificent  Structure,  as  it 
was  laid  before  the  Parliament  Anno  1711.  including 
the  Building  of  the  Chapter- houfe  near  it,  purchafing 
of  Property,  together  with  the  Eftimate  of  what  was 
neceffary  to  complete  the  Whole,  in  which  was  included 
a  Ring  of  twelve  Bells,  not  yet  put  up,  nor  cafb,  as 
alfp  the  Furniture  for  the  Choir,  amounted  to  810,380  /. 
4*. 

Thefe  Things,  that  were  not  fo  eafy  for  every  one 
to  know,  we  have  thought  it  neceffary  to  enlarge  upon. 
Our  Bounds  wi  l  not  permit  us  to  fay  all  that  the  Sub¬ 
ject  requires,  and  we  would  not  dwell  upon  Points 
which  every  one  knows,  or  may  eafily  inform  himfelf 
of  by  his  own  Obfervation,  or  from  other  Writers,  in 
relation  to  this  famous  Structure. 

But  one  Thing  it  will  be  requifite  to  obferve  fur¬ 
ther,  which  every  one  does  not  know,  and  which 
therefore  I  (hall  mention. 

This  able  Architect,  Sir  Chriftopher  Wren ,  at  the 
firft  fetting  about  the  Church,  would  have  had  its  Si¬ 
tuation  removed  a  little  to  the  North,  to  (band  juft  on 
the  Spot  of  Ground  which  is  taken  up  by  Pater-nojier 
Row ,  and  the  Buildings  on  either  Side  ;  fo  that  the: 
North-fide  of  the  Church  fhould  have  flood  open  to* 
Newgate -Jlreet,  and  the  South-fide  to  the  Ground  on 
which  the  Church  now  (bands. 
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1  By  this  Situation,  the  Eaft-end  of  the  Church 
Would  have  looked  dire&ly  down  the  main  Street  of 
•the  City,  Cheapfide\  and  for  the  Weft-end,  Ludgate 
having  been  removed  a  little  North,  the  main  Street 
called  Ludgate-ftreet ,  and  Luagate-hill ,  would  only 
have  (loped  a  little  W.  S.  W,  as  they  do  now  irregu¬ 
larly  Two  Ways,  one  within,  and  the  other  without 
the  Gate ;  and  all  the  Street  beyond  Fket-bridge  would 
have  received  no  Alteration  at  all. 

By  this  Situation,  the  common  Thorough-fare  of  the 
City  would  have  been  removed  at  a  little  farther 
Diftance  from  the  Work,  and  we  ftiould  not  then  have 
been  obliged  to  walk  juft  under  the  very  Wall,  as  we 
do  now,  which  makes  the  Work  appear  out  of  all  Per- 
fpedive,  and  is  the  chief  Reafon  of  the  Obje&ions  I 
have  nientionea,  as  to  the  outfide  Appearance  5  where¬ 
as,  had  it  been  viewed  at  a  little  Diftance,  the  Building 
would  have  been  feen  infinitely  to  more  Advantage, 

Had  Sir  Chriflopher  been  allowed  this  Situation,  he 
would  then,  alfo,  have  had  more  room  for,  the  Or¬ 
nament  of  the  Weft-end,  which,  tho’  a  moft  beau¬ 
tiful  Work,  would  then  have  been  much  more  fo  ; 
and  he  would  have  added  a  circular  Piazza  to  it,  after 
the  Model  of  that  of  Rome,  but  much  more  magnifi¬ 
cent  ;  and  an  Obelifk  of  Marble  in  the  Centre  of  the 
Circle,  exceeding  any  thing  that  the  World  can  (hew 
of  its  Rind,  of  modern  Work. 

But  the  Circurnftance  of  Things  hindered  this  noble 
Defign ;  and  the  City  being  almoft  rebuilt  before  he 
obtained  an  Order  and  Provifton  for  laying  the  Foun- 
fation,  he  was  prefcribed  to  the  narrow  Spot  where  it 
iow  ftands,  in  which  the  Building,  however  magni- 
icent  in  itfelf,  ftands  with  great  Disadvantage  as  to  the 
Profpedt  of  it.  The  Inconveniences  of  this  were  fo 
ipparent  when  the  Church  was  finifh'd,  that  Leave  was 
it  length,  1110’  not  without  Difficulty,  obtain'd,  to 
)ull  down  one  whole  Row  of  Houfes  on  the  North-fids 
>f  the  Body  of  the  Church,  to  make  way  for  the 
£  V ol  ,  II .>  G  noble 
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noble  Baluftrade  of  caft  Iron,  raifed  upon  an  handfome 
Stone  Wall  of  above  a  Yard  high,  that  furrounds  the 
Church-yard  ;  and,  indeed,  to  admit  Light  into  the 
Church, as  well  astopreferve  it  from  the  Danger  of  Fire. 

That  admirable  Architect  met  with  no  better  Suc- 
cefs  in  a  Plan  which  was  one  of  the  moft  beautiful 
that  could  enter  the  Mind  of  Man,  and  would  have 
made  this  City  the  nobleft  on  Earth  :  this  I  fhall  relate 
in  the  Words  of  a  curious  Author  ;  viz. 

44  The  Fire  of  London  furnifhed  the  moft  perfeft 
44  Occafion  that  can  ever  happen  in  any  City,  to  re- 
44  build  it  with  Pomp  and  Regularity,  This  Sir  Chri- 
44  Jlopher  Wren  forefaw,  and,  ’tis  faid,  offered  a 
44  Scheme  which  would  have  made  it  the  Wonder  of 
44  the  World.  He  propofed  to  have  laid  out  one  large 
44  Street  from  Aldgate  to  Temple-Bar  ;  in  the  middle 
44  of  which  was  to  have  been  a  large  Square,  capable 
44  of  containing  the  new  Church  of  St.  Pants,  with 
44  a  proper  Diftance  for  the  View  all  round  ;  whereby 
44  that  huge  Building  would  not  have  been  cooped  up, 
44  as  it  is  at  prefent,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  no-where 
46  to  be  feen  to  Advantage  at  all ;  but  would  have  had 
46  a  long  and  ample  Vifta  at  each  End,  to  have  re- 
46  concil’d  it  to  a  proper  Point  of  View,  and  give  it 
44  one  great  Benefit,  which,  in  all  Probability,  it  muft 
44  now  want  for  ever.  He  farther  propofed  to  rebuild 
46  all  the  Parifh-churches  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be 
44  feen  at  the  End  of  every  Vifta  of  Houfes,  and  di- 
44  fperfed  in  fuch  Diftances  from  each  other,  as  to  ap- 
44  pear  neither  too  thick  nor  thin  in  Profpeft,  and 
44  give  a  proper  Heightening  to  the  whole  Bulk  of 
44  the  City,  as  it  filled  the  Landfchape.  Laftly,  he 
44  propofed  to  build  all  the  Houfes  uniform,  and  fup- 
44  ported  on  a  Piazza,  like  that  of  Covent-garden : 
44  and  by  the  Water- fide,  from  the  Bridge  to  the 
44  Te?nple ,  he  had  planned  a  long  and  broad  Wharf,  or 
44  Quay,  where  he  defigned  to  have  ranged  all  the 

44  Halls  that  belong  to  the  feveral  Companies  of  the 

“  City, 
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City,  with  proper  Warehoufes  for  Merchants  be¬ 
tween,  to  vary  the  Edifices,  and  make  it  at  once 
one  of  the  moft  beautiful  and  moil  ufeful  Ranges  of 
Structure  in  the  World.  But  the  Hurry  of  Re- 
1  building,  and  the  Difputes  of  Property,  prevented 
this  glorious  Scheme  from  taking  Place/* 

When  this  great  Man  found  he  could  not  carry  this 
ioint,  he  propofed  what  we  have  already  mentioned  ; 
ut,  as  we  have  obferv’d,  with  as  little  Succefs  as  the 
hove  grand  Scheme  ;  private  Property,  on  this  Oc- 
[afion,  as  it  does  on  moft  others,  getting  the  better 
oth  of  public  Utility  and  public  Spirit.* 

.  Of  the  other  Churches,  the  moft  remarkable  are 
'went- gar  den  ;  the  Churches  of  St.  Mary  le  Bow y 
nd  St.  Bride's ;  the  two  latter  for  having  the  fineft 
teeples  in  the  World  ;  efpecially  Bow .  The  Infide 
f  the  Church  of  St.  Stephen  Walhrook  is  admired  all 
ver  Europe.  The  Contrivance  and  Beauty  of  other 
Churches,  conftdering  how  they  were  obliged,  una¬ 
voidably,  to  be  thruft  up  in  Corners,  and  odd  Angles, 

;  amazingly  fine. 

The  new  Churches  at  Lime-houfe ,  Ratcliffe-higb- 
vay ,  Spit al- field Old-Jlreet ,  the  Strand ,  Ormond - 
Beet)  Hanover -fquare,  the  Horfe-ferry ,  St.  Mary 
Woolnoth ,  Bijhopjgate ,  St.  Leonard  Shoreditch ,  St. 
laiharine  Coleman,  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields ,  St.  Giles * 
md  that  in  Bloomjbury ,  I  can  only  mention.  But  the 
after,  I  muft  obferve,  was  the  ftrft  Building,  wherein 
vas  introduced  a  Portico  after  the  Manner  of  theantient 
remples.  The  Body  of  the  Church  is  a  mafterly  Per* 
'ormance ;  but  the  placing,  for  a  Weather-cock,  the 
itatue  of  a  Prince  famous  for  good  Senfe  and  Steadinefs, 
s  an  Abfurdity  peculiar  to  the  Church  o f  Bloom/bury  f 
That  incomparable  Piece,  called  I  he  Banqueting - 
houfe  at  Whitehall ,  Is  now  made  ufe  of  as  a  Chapel. 
This  was  the  Defign  of  Inigo  f  ones ,  as  one  Pavilion 
for  that  admirable  Model  he  gave  for  a  Palace.  And 
if  this  Specimen  has  juftly  commanded  the  Admiration 
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of  Mankind,  what  mud:  the  finifh’d  Piece  have  done  ! 
It  is  to  be  hoped  Britain  will  one  Day  have  the  Glory 
to  accomplish  it,  according  to  this  Plan,  and  then  it 
will  far  exceed  all  the  Palaces  of  the  Univerfe.  Here 
is  Strength  and  Politenefs,  Ornament  with  Simplicity, 
and  Beauty  with  Majefty.  It  is  without  Difpute  one 
of  the  nobleft  Structures  in  the  World.  The  Cieling 
is  an  admirable  line  Piece  of  Painting  by  Rubens . 

The  Abbey,  or  Collegiate  Church  of  Wefttninjler , 
is  a  venerable  old  Pile  of  Building  ;  but  now  appears 
with  a  new  Face  ;  for  two  Towers  are  actually  finifhed 
at  the  Weft-end.  The  Beginning  of  a  fine  and  coftly 
Spire  was  alfo  laid  fome  time  ago,  near  the  Middle  of 
the  Edifice  ;  but  it  is  not  yet  proceeded  on.  The  Weft 
Window,  between  thefe  Towers,  is  one  of  the  moft 
beautiful  in  Glafs- Painting,  that  has  been  done  of  late 
Years;  and  the  Window'  alfo  fronting  Kingflreet , 
finifhed  in  the  Deanry  of  the  late  Bifhop  Atterbury>  is; 
one  of  the  fineft  modern  Performances  of  its  kind. 

The  Houfes  adjoining  to  the  North-fide  of  this  ve¬ 
nerable  Pile,  are  all  pulled  down,;  and  the  Building  is; 
railed  in  with  Iron  Rails,  from  the  Projection  of  the: 
North  Crofs.  And  it  is  hoped  that  fome  other  Houfes, 
which  join  to  King  Henry  VII.’s  Chapel,  and  may,  in; 
cafe  of" accidental  Fire,  endanger  the  Whole,  will,  withi 
all  convenient  Speed,  be  likewife  demolifhed.  We  may 
fay,  that  every  Individual  of  the  Community  has  ana 
Intereft  in  a  public  Building  ;  and  it  were  pity  that; 
fuch  noble  Edifices,  through  private  Avarice  or  Con¬ 
venience,  fhould  lie  at  the  Mercy  of  a  carelefs,  or 
perhaps  a  fottifh  Servant.  Some  of  the  Money  givenr 
bv  Parliament,  in  feveral  Seffiom,  to  adorn  and  repair 
the  Whole,  would  have  been  well  laid  out  to  pu-rchafe 
fuch  Houfes,  as,  demolifhed,  would  tend  to  preferve 
the  Whole. 

This  Building,  however,  tho’  very  expenfive,  is 
far  lefs  elegant  than  feveral  other  Gothic  Structures. 

Its  Outfide  can  never  be  made  beautiful ;  and  within* 

it 
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it  is  extravagantly  out  of  Proportion,  with  regard  to 
he  Height  and  Breadth  of  the  middle  Nef  and  Side- 
ifles.  The  high  Altar  within  fide  is  a  noble  Piece,  and 
lad  a  wonderful  fine  Effed  from  the  Weft  Door,  hefoie 
he  Organ,  lately  eroded,  intercepted  its  View. 

The  Towers  at  the  Weft- end,  which  I  have  juft 
mentioned,  as  they  (land  lb  clofe  together,  are  not 
Efficiently  contraded  in  the  carrying  them  up.  The 
Pour  Pinacles  look  wretchedly  had,  when  viewed  in 
a  diagonal  Line.  The  Style  of  the  Building,  fo  far 
is  is  intire  new  Work,  is  a  fort  of  Medley,  neither 
Gothic ,  nor  any  thing  elfe  *,  and  is  exceftive  heavy. 
As  fo  many  beautiful  Strudures  of  this  kind  are  to  be 
een,  it  is  amazing,  that  any  Archited  fhould  be 
above  imitating  them,  when,  it  is  plain,  he  cannot 
equal,  much  lefs  excel  them. 

This  Abbey  is  the  Repofitory  of  the  deceas’d  Bri- 
tijh  Kings  and  Nobility,  and  very  fine  Monuments  are 
feen  over  the  Graves  of  our  antient  Sovereigns :  the 
Particulars  are  too  long  to  enter  into  here. 

The  Monarchs  of  Great  Britain  are  like  wife  al¬ 
ways  crowned  here. 

The  Churches  in  Southwark  are  as  follow  : 

1.  The  Church  of  St,  Mary ,  vulgarly  called  St. 
Mary  Overy ,  and  St.  Saviour  in  Southwark .  It  is  a 
venerable  Gothic  Pile  ;  having  three  Hies  running 
from  Eaft  to  Weft,  and  a  Crofs-Ifle  after  the  manner 
of  a  Cathedral. 

2.  The  Church  of  St.  George  Southwark  is  new- 
built,  with  a  very  mean  Steeple. 

3.  St.  Thomas's  is  a  neat  and  convenient  Building. 

4.  St.  Olave  s  is  alfo  new-built. 

5.  St.  Johns ,  vulgarly  called  Horjley  down  Church* 
is  one  of  the  Fifty  new  ones. 

6.  The  Church  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  Bermondfey 
is  a  neat  Strudure, 

7.  Chrift- Church  is  new-built  $  as  is  alfo, 

8.  Rot  kcrhitlr  Church, 
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Of  St.  James’ j  Palace,  Parliament-Houfe, 
Weft minfter-H all,  &c. 

THE  Palace  of  5/.  James's,  tho*  the  Winter  Re¬ 
ceptacle  of  all  the  Pomp  and  Glory  of  this  King¬ 
dom,  is  really  mean,  in  Comparifon  of  the  glorious 
Court  of  Great  Britain.  The  Splendor  of  the  Nobi¬ 
lity,  the  Wealth  and  Greatnefs  of  the  Attendants,  the 
Oeconomv  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  real  Grandeur  of 
the  whole  Royal  Family,  outdo  all  the  Courts  of 
Europe ;  and  yet  this  Palace  comes  beneath  thole  of 
the  mo  ft  petty  Princes  in  it ;  altho*  there  cannot  be  in 
the  World  a  nobler  Situation  for  a  Royal  Palace  than 
Whitehall  And  it  is  with  fome  Concern,  that  we 
fee  ib  fine  a  Spot  become  a  Sacrifice  to  private  Spirit, 
fo  much  of  it  being  given  away  to  particular  Families, 
as  makes  more  remote,  than  we  might  otherwife  ex¬ 
pert  it  to  be,  the  Hope  we  might  juftly  have  enter¬ 
tained,  of  feeing  a  Palace  built  there,  worthy  of  the 
Glory  of  our  Monarch*. 

Many  Plans  have  been  drawn  for  the  Rebuilding  of 
this  Palace  ;  but  the  mod  celebrated  Draughts  are 
thofe  of  Inigo  Jones ,  and  may  be  feen  in  Mr.  Camp- 
hell's  Vitruvius  Britannicus ,  and  Mr.  Kent's  Edition  of 
Jones' s  Works.  The  laft  of  thefe,  if  executed, 
would,  for  Magnificence  and  Beauty,  tranfcend  even 
ihe  Temple  of  Solomon ,  if  we  are  to  form  a  Judg¬ 
ment  from  the  Plans  given  of  that  famous  Edifice. 
But  ’tis  a  queftion  whether  the  Expence  would  not  ex¬ 
ceed  that  of  St.  Peter's  at  Rome>  which  coft  Forty 
Millions  of  Roman  Crowns. 

As  the  Court  is  now  ftated,  all  the  Offices  and 
Places  for  Rufinefs  are  fcatter’d  about,  here  and  there. 

The  Parliament  meets,  as  they  ufed  to  do  while 
the  Court  was  at  W efiminjier ,  in  the  King’s  old 
Palace  j  nor  can  it  be  laid  but  the  Place  is  made  to¬ 
lerably 
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erably  covenient  for  them.  The  Houfe  of  Commons 
meet  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Palace  at  Weftminfttr*  dedi¬ 
cated  to  St.  Stephen, ,  and  fitted  for  this  Purpofe  by 
that  admirable  Architect  Sir  Chriftopber  JVren »  ^ 

The  Houfe  of  Lords  is  a  venerable  old  Place,  the 
it  mull  be  faid  to  be  much  ftrejghtened  in  the  feveral 
Avenues  to  it,  and  Rooms  above  it ;  and  particularly  the 
matted  Gallery,  the  Lobby,  the  back  Ways  the  King  goes 
to  it,  are  very  fhort  of  the  requifite  Dignity  or  Conve¬ 
nience  of  the  Place,  and  of  the  Glory  of  a  King  o. 
Great  Britain ,  who  there  meets  the  Peers  and  Com- 
>mons  of  his  Realm,  who,  together,  conftitute  the 
moft  auguft  AlTembly  in  the  "World.  , 

TVeflminfter- ha //,  a  very  noble  Gothic  Building,  m 
which  are  held  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  is  fa  id  to  be  the 
kro-eft  Room  in  the  World,  being  2 20  Feet  long* 
and  70  Feet  broad.  Its  Roof  is  the  hneft  of  its  Kind 
that  can  be  feen.  Here  is  held  the  Coronation-Peak 
of  the  Kings  and  Queens  of  England  ;  alfo  the  Courts 
of  Chancery,  King’s-Bench,  and  Common-Fleas  ; 
and,  above  Stairs,  that  of  the  Exchequer.  But  it  mu  ft 
be  confefs’d,  that  it  makes  no  very  advantageous  Ap> 
pearance  without,  refembling,  at  a  Diftance,  a  gt e  ■?. 
Barn,  of  300  Feet  long. 

Adjoining  to  the  Hall  are  kept  the  numerous  Offices 
belonging  to  the  Exchequer  of  England ,  iome  of  them 
very  dark  and  inconvenient,  and  fuch  as  to  a  Stranger 
would  afford  no  very  remote  Idea  (particularly  infome 
©f  the  Avenues  from  Office  to  Office)  of  the  difmal 
Manfions  to  which  Money-Tranfaaions  are  thought 
often  to  bring  the  devoted  Subjects  of  Plutus . 
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Of  the  Statues ,  and  othet  public  Ornaments ,  in  and 
about  the  Cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter. 

XHIS  ArtI*Ce  we  infert  rather  for  the  fake  of  the 
A  Number  of  the  Statues,  CV.  than  their  Excel¬ 
lency  ;  tho'  fome  of  them  muff  be  allowed  to  be  very 

Lie  Brafs  Statue  of  King;  James  II.  in  the  Habit  of 
a  Roman  Cm  far,  in  the  Privy-Garden  at  Whitehall,  is 
a  very  beautiful  one,  andean  hardly  be  outdone  by  any 
modern  Performance  of  that  kind  in  Europe . 

A  fine  Brafs  Buft  of  King  Charles  I.  done  by  Pa- 
mni,  a  famous  Italian  Mailer  of  Sculpture,  is  placed 
0T.er.  die  PaiTage  at  the  upper  End  o  f  Wejlmmfter- hall 
adjoining  to  the  Court  of  King’s-Bencb,  which,  tho’ 
little  obferved,  is  very  curious. 

I  he  Statue  in  Brafs  of  King  Charles  I.  on  Horfe- 
back,  at  Charing-Crofs ,  is  a  curious  Piece,  tho’  not 
perfect,  according  to  the  Notion  of  fome  Critics. 

At  St.  Paul's,  the  Figures  of  the  Apoftles  and  Evan - 
gelijls,  on  the  Weft,  North,  and  South  Fronts;  and 
in  the  Middle  of  the  Area,  the  Statue  of  her  late  Ma- 
jefty  Queen  Anne,  at  full  Length,  crowned,  with  a 
Sceptre  in  one  Hand,  and  a  Globe  in  the  other,  round 
the  Pedeftal  of  which,  are  the  Figures  of  Britannia , 
Fiance  in  a  penfive  Attitude,  Ireland,  and  America'. 
alfo  St.  Paul,  with  a  Group  of  other  Figures  exprefT- 
ing  his  Converfion,  finely  done  in  Alto-Relievo,  over 
the  Door  in  the  Weft  Front. 

On  the  Front  of  the  Hall  of  the  College  of  Phy ftcians, 
toward  the  Court,  is  a  Statue  of  King  Charles  II.  well 
cut  in  Stone.  On  the  Weft-fide  of  the  Theatre  is  alfo 
the  Statue  of  Sir  John  Cutler ,  carved  in  Stone.  A  fine 
Bufto  of  Dr,  Harvey ,  who  firft  difeovered  the  Circu¬ 
lation 


London.  Great  Britain.  129 

ition  of  the  Blood,  is  alfo  ere&ed  in  the  Front 
•f  the  Hall,  at  the  Expence  of  Dr.  Richard  Mead. 

In  the  Front  of  St.  Bartholomew' s  Hofpital, ,  next 
i mithfield,  which  is  a  very  handfome  Gate- way,  is  a 
itatue  of  King  Henry  VIII.  done  in  a  very  good 
rafte. 

In  Alderfgate ,  King  James  I.  on  Horfeback,  well 
:arved  in  Alto-Relievo :  alfo  the  Prophets  Samuel  and 
Jeremiah . 

In  the  Royal  Exchange,  the  Statues  of  Edward  I. 
Edward  III.  Henry  V.  Henry  VI.  Edward  IV.  Ed¬ 
ward  V.  Henry  VII.  Henry  VIII.  Edward  VI. 

\Mary  I.  Ch  Elizabeth.  K.  James  I.  K.  Charles  L  K., 
Charles  II.  K.  James  II.  K.  William  III.  and  Q. 
Mary  II.  Q_  Anne ,  K.  George  I.  and  King  George  II, 
Alfo  on  the  South  fide  are  Two  fine  Statues  of  K. 
Charles  I.  and  King  Charles  IL  A  Statue  of  King 
Charles  II.  in  a  Roman  Habit,  in  the  Centre  of  the 
Area,  is  a  very  noble  Performance.  Alfo  a  Statue  of 
Sir  Thomas  Grejham ;  and  now,  very  lately,  another 
isre&ed  near  it,  in  Honour  of  Sir  John  Barnard ,  one 
pf  the  worth iefi:  and  able!!  Reprefentativcs  that  ever 
(the  City  of  London  fent  to  Parliament.  But  if  they 
nvere  the  fineft  in  the  World  (as  they  certainly  are  not), 
sthe  Place  where  they  are  fixed,  would  conceal  their 
: Beauty,  and  they  might  as  well  be  placed  in  a  Cellar. 

The  T wo  Figures  over  the  Gate  to  Bethlehem  Ho* 
\fpital,  one  reprefenting  a  Perfon  melancholy  mat],  the 
: other  one  raving,  are  inimitable  Performances,  by  Miy 
1  Cibber,  Father  of  the  Laureat. 

In  St.  Thomas9 s  Hofpital ,  Southwark,  a  Statue  of  Sir 
. Robert  Clayton ,  in  Marble  \  another  in  Brafs  of  King 
Edward  VI. 

In  Mr.  Guys  Hdfpital,  a  Statue  in  Rrafs  of  that 
Gentleman. 

A  good  Statue  of  King  Charles  II.  in  Brafs,  in  a 
Roman  Habit,  is  in  the  Quadrangle  before  Chcljea- 
College 
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In  Lelcefter-fquare  is  a  Statue  of  his  prefent,  and 
in  Grofvenor-fquare  another  of  his  late  Majefty,  the 
latter  of  which,  formerly  gilt,  is  now  painted 
White. 

In  the  public  Office  of  the  Bank  is  a  curious  Mar¬ 
ble  Statue  of  King  William  III.  their  Royal  Founder, 
with  an  Infcription  to  his  Honour. 

The  noble  Collections  made  by  feveral  of  our  Eng - 
Ufa  Nobility  and  Gentry,  from  abroad,  would  afford 
a  curious  Article  in  this  Place ;  but  our  Defign  is  to 
give  an  Account  of  Things,  as  they  are,  in  and  about 
this  great  City. 

IX. 

Of  the  Gates  ^/London  and  Weftminfter. 

•  1  \ 

'TP HE  Gates  of  the  City  of  London  are  Seven,  be- 
**■  Tides  Poflerns. 

Ludgate  is  a  Prifon  for  Debt,  for  Freemen  of  the 
City  only. 

Newgate  is  a  Prifon  for  Criminals,  both  in  London 
and  Middle f ex,  and  for  Debtors  alfo  for  ALiddlefeXy 
being  the  County  Gaol. 

Moor  gate  is  a  very  beautiful  Gateway,  the  Arch 
being  near  Twenty  Feet  high,  which  was  done  to 
give  room  for  the  City  Train’d  Bands  to  go  through  to 
the  Artillery -Ground ,  where  theymufler,  and  that  they 
might  march  with  their  Pikes  advanced  ;  for  then  they 
bad  Pikemen  in  every  Regiment,  as  well  in  the  Army 
as  in  the  Militia,  which,  fince  that,  is  quite  left  off. 

Cripplegate  is  very  old,  and  makes  but  a  mean  Fi¬ 
gure. 

Bi/hopfgate  is  newly  rebuilt,  but  not  with  the  leaf! 
Elegance, 

Alderfgate  and  Aldgateboth  make  a  very  liandfoms 
Appearance. 

Moil  of  thefe  Gates  are  given  by  the  City  to  the 

chief 
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ichief  Officers  to  live  in,  and  are  convenient  Dwell- 

* 


mgs. 

Temple -bar  is  the  only  Gate  which  is  ere£fed  at  the 
Extent  of  the  City-Liberties ;  and  this  was  occafioned 
by  fome  needful  Ceremonies,  as  at  the  Proclaiming  any 
King  or  Queen  of  England ,  at  which  time  the  Gates 
are  fhut.  The  Herald  at  Arms  knocks  hard  at  the 
1  Door ;  the  Sheriffs  of  the  City  call  back,  afking,  Who 
is  there?  Then  the  Herald  anfwer?,  I  come  to  proclaim^ 

\  &c.  according  to  the  Name  of  the  Prince  who  is  to 
1  fucceed  to  the  Crown,  and  repeating  the  Titles  of 
li  Great  Britain ,  France,  and  Ireland ,  See.  at  which  the 
Sheriffs  open,  and  bid  them  welcome  ;  and  fo  they  go 
on  to  the  Exchange ,  where  they  make  the  laft  Pro¬ 
clamation. 

There  was  formerly  another  Gate  belong  to  the 
i  City  of  London ,  called  the  P oJlern-Gate ,  at  Tower - 
\  Hill  \  but,  being  partly  demolifhed  by  Time,  it  is  now 
turned  into  private  Buildings. 

Wejlminjler  had  no  lefs  than  Five  Gates,  and  all 
within  a  fmall  Compafs  of  Ground  ;  as,  Firft,  The 
noble  Gothic  Gate  at  Whitehall ,  which  is  left  {landing 
for  the  Beauty  of  its  Workmanfhip.  Secondly,  a  Gate 
|  a  little  farther,  where  King-Jlreet  begins,  which  was  a 
good  old  Strudlure,  and  pulled  down  a  few  Years  ago 
to  inlarge  the  Paflage.  Thirdly,  a  Gate  where  now 
Union Jlreet  is,  communicating  King-Jlreet  with  the 
New  Palace-yard,  This  has  been  feveral  Years  de¬ 
molifhed,  and  the  faid  little  Street  built  where  it  flood. 


Fourthly,  a  Gate  leading  from  New  Palace-yard  to  St. 
Margaret1  s- lane  ;  which  has  been  lately  demolifhed,  to 
inlarge  that  PafTage,  by  which  the  King  goes  to  tire 
Houfe  of  Lords.  Fifthly,  the  Gate-hovfe ,  near  the 

I  Weft-end  of  the  Abbey  ;  which  is  an  old  Building* 
ufed  for  the  public  Gaol  of  the  City  of  Weft minf ter. 

~  To  thefe  we  may  alfo  add,  the  Water-gate  at  Weft- 
minfter ,  in  New  Palace-yard ,  near  which  the  new 
Bridge  is  eredtecL 

G  6  X.  Of 
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X. 

Of  the  Markets  of  London. 

AMONG  thefe,  that  of  Smithfield  for  Cattle  is, 
without  queftion,  the  greateft  in  the  World  i  no 
Calculation  of  the  Numbers  of  Horfes,  Oxen,  Cows, 
Calves,  Sheep,  &c.  can  be  made.  This  Market  is  held 
every  Monday  and  Friday. 

There  is  alfo  a  great  Market,  or  rather  Fair,  for 
Horfes,  in  Smithfield ,  every  Friday  in  the  Afternoon, 
where  very  great  Numbers  of  Horfes,  and  thofe  of  the 
frighefl  Price,  are  fold  weekly. 

The  Flefh- markets  are  Leaden-hall ,  Honey -lane , 
Newgate ,  Clare ,  S  ha  dwell,  Southwark ,  Weftminfter , 
Spital- fields ,  Whitechapel ,  Brook ,  BloomJbury ,  Newport , 
i$V.  James’  s,  Carnaby ,  Hungerford  ;  and  now  lately  the 
new  Market  at  Fleet- ditch ,  as  alfo  another,  for  which 
a  Patent  was  granted.  May  1740.  to  be  held  on 

Wednefday ,  and  Friday ,  weekly,  at  Brook- field  by 
May- f air y  in  the  Parifh  of  George  Hanover -fquare , 
for  Meat,  Herbage,  &V. 

A  Flefh- market  is  alfo  eredfed,  and  another  for  Fifh, 
in  Weftminfter .  The  latter  is  at  prefent  held  at  the 
upper  End  of  Channing-  Row ,  in  the  New  Street,  called 
Bridge-ftreet  ;  the  former  is  building  in  Thieving- lane , 
as  it  was  vulgarly  called  ;  the  Street  where  hood  for¬ 
merly  a  Tavern  called  The  Quaker’s  Tavern ;  noted 
for  its  fine  Vaults;  and  for  being  Part  of  the  old 
San£tuary,  belonging  to  the  Church  of  Weftminfter. 

At  all  thefe  Markets,  a  Part  is  fet  by  for  a  Fijh- 
market ,  and  a  Part  for  an  Herb-market  ;  notwiths¬ 
tanding  which,  there  are  the  following  particular 
Fifh  and  Herb-markets;  viz. 

Fifh-markets  at  Billinfgate ,  Fiji ftreet -hill,  and  Old 
Fijh-fireet.  ■  .  ■ 

Herb- markets,  Covent-garden,  and,  till  within  a  little 

while. 
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Ihile,  Stock  s-market ,  which  is  removed  to  the  new 
Ine  at  Fleet -  ditch ,  to  make  room  for  the  Manfion- 
loufe  for  the  Lord  Mayor. 

i'  Stocks -market,  when  it  was  in  being,  was  the  rnofl 
bnfiderable,  for  all  forts  of  efculent  Herbs,  in  the 
tVorld.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice  here  of  a 
ommon  received  Opinion ;  viz.  that  the  Inhabitants 
if  moft  of  the  other  Nations  in  Europe  live  more  on 
lerbs  than  the  English,  which  is  certainly  a  great  Mif- 
ake ;  for,  if  any  Judgment  can  be  formed  from  the 
Quantities  fold  in  the  public  Markets,  the  Englijh  con- 
ume  much  more  than  any  other  Country  ;  for,  by 
omparing  the  Quantity  fold  in  one  Day  in  any  of  the 
Markets  abroad,  with  what  has  been  fold  in  Stocks - 
narket  only,  it  has  been  found,  upon  near  Infpe<flion 
or  a  Month,  in  the  bell:  Time  of  the  Year,  that 
nore  Garden-fluff  has  been  fold  in  each  Day,  than  in 
Seven  of  the  greateft  Markets  in  Europe ;  and  yet  there 
ire  the  following  Markets  in  London  and  the  Suburbs, 
where  great  Quantities  are  fold  by  Whoiefale ;  viz. 
Newgat e-market,  Whitechapel ,  Covert-garden ,  Hun - 
7  erf  or  d ,  and  the  Borough  in  Southwark.  The  con  flan  t 
Market-days  in  thefe  Markets  are  Three  times  every 
Week  the  whole  Year  ;  but,  in  the  Summer-feafon, 
the  Gardeners  make  fix  Market-days  in  a  Week, 
whereby  the  Inhabitants  have  a  frefh  Supply  every  Day, 
a  Conveniency  which  none  of  the  Markets  abroad  have. 

At  the  Three  Cranes ,  are  alfo  Markets  for  Cherries, 
Apples,  and  other  Fruits. 

Corn-markets  are  in  Mark-lane  and  Tpueen-hith . 

Meal-markets,  at  f^ueenhith,  Hungerford,  Ditchfidey 
and  Whitecrofs-flreet . 

Hay-markets,  at  Whitechapel,  Smithfield ,  South¬ 
wark,  the  Haymarket-ftreet ,  Weftminfter ,  and  Bloomf- 
hury. 

A  new  Market  is  obtained  lately  near  Grofuenor- 
fquare. 

Leather-market,  at  Leaden-balk 
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Hides  and  Skins,  at  Leaden-hall ,  and  Wood' s-clofe. 

Coal- markets,  at  Rome-land ,  and  Billinfgate . 

Bay- market,  at  Lea  den- hall. 

Broad-cloth-market,  at  Blackwell-ball. 

The  laft  Three  are,  without  Doubt,  the  greateft  in 

the  World  of  thofe  Kinds. - There  are  moreover 

Multitudes  of  Coal-merchants,  who  haveCoal-wharfs, 
from  the  Hermitage  one  Way,  to  the  Horf e-ferry  and 
Wejlminfter  another,  which  may  be  deemed  fo  many 
Markets,  though  not  public  ones. 

Thefe  Markets  are  fo  confiderable  in  themfelves, 
that  they  merit  a  larger  and  more  particular  Defcrip- 
tion,  than  I  have  room  for.  I  (hall,  however,  briefly 
obferve  of  them,  That  of  the  Fifteen  Flefti-markets 
for  Provifions,  Seven  are  of  antient  Standing  ;  but 
the  others  are  ere&ed  fince  the  Increafe  of  the  City. 
The  old  ones  are,  Leaden-hall ,  White- chapel,  Newgate- 
market ,  Southwark ,  Clare ,  St.  fames' $  and  Weftmin- 
fter ,  to  which  feme  add  Honey-lane  ;  and  thefe  are  fo 
confiderable,  have  fuch  Numbers  of  Buyers,  and  fuch 
an  infinite  Qjantity  of  Provifions  of  all  Sorts,  Fkfh, 
Fifh,  and  Fowl,  that,  efpecially  with  regard  to  Lea¬ 
den-hall ,  no  City  in  the  World  can  equal  them. 

The  great  Market  called  Leaden-hall  (of  which  a 
certain  Spanifn  Embafiador  faid,  There  was  as  much 
Meat  fold  in  it  in  one  Month,  as  would  fufiice  all 
Spain  for  a  Year)  contains  Three  large  Squares,  every 
Square  having  feveral  Outlets  into  divers  Streets,  and 
all  into  one  another.  The  fiift,  and  chief,  is  called 
the  Beef  market,  which  has  Two  large  Gates,  one 
into  Leaden-hall- fir eet ,  one  into  Grace- church- ftreet ; 
and  Two  fmaller,  viz.  one  by  a  long  paved  Paflage* 
leading  into  Lime-ftreet ,  and  one  under  a  Gateway 
from  the  fecond  Square.  In  this  Square,  every  Wed- 
nefday ,  is  kept  a  Market  for  raw  Hides,  tanned  Lea¬ 
ther,  and  Shoemakers  Tools;  and  in  the  Warehoufes, 
up  Stairs,  on  the  Eaft  and  South-fides  of  the  Square,  is 
the  great  Market  for  Cokhefter  Bays* 
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The  fecond  Square  is  divided  into  Two  Oblongs :  in 
the  firft  is  the  Fifh- market,  and  in  the  other  a  Market 
for  Country  Higglers,  who  bring  fmall  Things,  as 
(Pork,  Butter,  Eggs,  Pigs,  Rabbet,  Fowls,  fcfr. 

In  the  North  Part  of  the  Fifh-market,  the  Place 
ibeing  too  large  for  the  Fiihmongers  Ufe,  are  the  Stalls 
of  the  Town  Butchers  for  Mutton  and  Veal,  the  bed 
and  largeft  of  which,  that  England  can  produce,  are  to 
be  bought  there  ;  and  the  Eaft  Part  is  a  Flefh-market 
jfpr  Country  Butchers. 

The  third  and  laft  Square,  which  is  alfo  very  large, 
\is  divided  into  Three  Parts  :  round  the  Circumference, 
j  is  the  Butter-market,  with  all  the  Sorts  of  Higglery 
Goods,  as  before ;  the  South  Part  is  the  Poultry- 
:  market,  and  the  Bacon- market  ;  and  the  Centre  is 
t  an  Herb-market.  And  there  have  been,  lately,  flill 
1  more  Conveniences  and  Additions  made  to  this  pro- 
;  digious  Market,  which  we  have  not  room  to  particu- 
[  larize. 

All  the  other  Markets  follow  the  fame  Method  in 
i  proportion  to  the  Room  they  have  for  it. 

I  There  are  T  wo  Corn-markets ;  viz-  Mark-lane  and 

£hieenkitb.  In  the  former  the  many  Departments  are 
conveniently  fet  off  in  a  new  Tafte ;  and  hither  comes 
all  the  vaft  Quantity  of  Corn  that  is  brought  into  the 
City  by  Sea,  from  the  Counties  which  lie  commodious 
for  that  Carriage  ;  and  here  Corn  may  be  faid  not  to 
be  fold  by  Horfe- loads,  or  Cart-loads,  but  by  Ship-loads ; 
and  except  the  Corn-chambers  and  Magazines  in  Hoi- 
land ,  when  the  Fleets  come  in  from  Dantzick  and  Eng - 
land ,  the  whole  World  cannot  equal  the  Quantity 
bought  and  fold  here  ;  for  no  Quantity  can  be  wanted 
either  for  Home  Consumption,  or  for  Foreign  Expor¬ 
tation,  but  the  Corn-fadiors,  who  are  the  Managers 
of  this  Market,  are  ready  to  fupply  it. 

£hgeenhith  is  chiefly  for  Malt  ;  the  Barley  cf  which 
takes  up  the  Ground  of  fo  many  Hundred  thoufand 
Acres  of  Land  in  the  Counties  of  Surry,  Bucks ,  tierk^ 

Oxford? 
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Oxford ,  Southampton >  and  Wiltsy  and  is  called  Weft 
Country  Malt. 

It  is  true,  there  is  a  very  great  Quantity  of  Malt,  and 
of  other  Corn  too,  brought  to  fome  other  Places  on  the 
River,  and  fold  there  ;  viz-  to  Mi!ford-lane>  above  the 
Bridge,  and  the  Hermitage ,  below  the  Bridge ;  but 
this  is,  in  general,  a  Branch  of  the  Trade  of  the  other 
Places. 

It  muft  not  be  omitted,  that  Epueenhith  is  alfo  a  very 
great  Market  for  Meal,  as  well  as  Malt,  and,  per¬ 
haps,  the  greateft  in  England. 

The  Veflels  which  bring  this  Malt  and  Meal  to 
Spueenhith ,  are  worthy  Obfervation.  They  are  re¬ 
markable  for  the  Length  of  the  Veftels,  and  the  Burden 
they  carry,  and  yet  the  little  Water  they  draw;  for 
fome  of  thofe  Barges  carry  above  a  Thoufand  Quarters 
of  Malt  at  a  time,  and  yet  do  not  draw  Two  Feet  of 
Water  ;  and  a  Thoufand  Quarters  pPMalt  muff v  be 
granted  to  be,  at  leaft,  an  Hundred^Tons  Burden  ;  and 
fome  of  thefe  large  Barges  come  as  far  as  from  Abingiony 
which  is  about  One  hundred  and  Fifty  Miles  from 
London ,  if  we  meafure  by  the  River. 

The  next  Market,  which  is  more  than  ordinary 
remarkable,  is  the  Coal-market  at  BiUinfgate.  This 
is  kept  every  Morning  on  the  broad  Place  juft  at  the 
Head  of  Billinfgate-dock ,  and  the  Place  is  called  Rome — 
land:  from  what  old  forgotten  Original  it  has  that 
Name,  Hiftory  is  filent.  I  need  not,  except  for  the 
fake  of  Strangers,  take  Notice,  that  the  City  of  Lon¬ 
don  >>  and  Parts  adjacent,  as  alfo  all  the  South  of  Eng - 
land ,  is  fupplied  with  Coals,  called  therefore  Sea-coal9 
from  Newcaftle  upon  Tine>  and  from  the  Coaft  of  Dur- 
hamy  and  Northumberland.  This  Trade  is  fo  confi- 
derable,  that  it  is  efteemed  the  great  Nurfery  of  our 
Seamen.  1  {hall  have  occafion  to  fay  more  of  it  in 
my  Account  of  the  Northern  Parts  of  England,  The 
Quantity  of  Coals,  which,  one  Year  with  another,  are 
burnt  and  confumed  in  and  about  this  City,  is  fup- 

pofed- 
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Died  to  be  about  500,000  Chalders,  every  Chalder 
ontaining  36  Bufnels,  and  generally  weighing  3000 
V  eight. 


Mod  of  thefe  Coals  are  bought  and  fold  on  this  little 
pot  of  Rome-land ;  and  though  fometimes,  efpecially 
a  cafe  of  a  War,  or  of  contrary  W  inds,  a  Fleet  from 
00  to  700  Sail  of  Ships,  comes  up  the  River  at  a 
ime,  yet  they  never  want  a  Market.  The  Brokers  of 
befe  Coals  are  called  Crimps  ;  the  V effels  they  load  their 
hips  with  at  Newcajile ,  Keels ;  and  the  Ships  that 
ring  them,  Cats ,  and  Hags,  or  Hag- boats,  Fly-boats > 
nd  the  like. 

The  Increafe  of  this  Confumption  of  Coals  is  an¬ 
ther  Evidence  of  the  great  Increafe  of  the  City  of 
London ;  for,  within  a  few  Years  pad,  the  Import  of 
doals  was  not,  in  the  River  of  Fhames ,  fo  great  by 
/ery  near  half. 

It  muff  be  obferved,  that  as  the  City  of  London  oc» 
afions  the  Confumption  of  fo  great  a  Quantity  of 
lorn  and  Coals,  fo  the  Meafurement  of  them  is  lin¬ 
er  the  Infpedlion  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Court  of 
Aldermen  ;  and  for  the  Direction  of  it,  there  is  al¬ 
lowed  a  certain  Number  of  Corn-meters,  and  Coal- 
neters,  whofe  Places  are  for  Life,  and  bring  them  in 
,  very  confiderable  Income. 

They  have  abundance  of  poor  Men  employed  under 
hem,  who  are  alfo  called  Meters,  and  are,  or  ought 
0  be,  Freemen  of  the  City. 

This  is,  indeed,  a  kind  of  Tax,  as  well  upon  the 
^oals  as  Corn ;  but  the  Buyer  is  abundantly  recom- 
enfed,  by  being  afcertained  in  his  Meafure  5  for  the 
worn  Meters  are  fo  placed  between  the  Buyer  and  the 
e'ller,  and  have  fo  many  Eyes  upon  them  (being  be- 
ides  Men  of  Chara&er),  that  there  is  hardly  ever  any 
00m  for  Complaint  on  this  Plead. 

1  A£ts  have  very  lately  pafTed  in  relation  to  the  Ad- 
neafurement  or  Metage  of  Coals,  for  the  City  of 
V ? ft  minder* 
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XI. 

Of  the  Public  Schools  and  Libraries . 

"YVT  E  mu  ft  be  very  brief  in  this  Article  *  nor  have 

*  y  we  room  to  fay  any  thing  of  the  private  Schools, 
which  are  hardly  to  be  numbered. 

Near  the  Abbey  at  Weftminfter  is  the  Royal  Frecfchool, 
founded  by  Queen  Elizabeth  :  it  is  not  outdone  even 
by  thofe  of  Winchefter  and  Eton,  for  the  excellent 
Scholars  it  has  produced,  and  is  in  a  very  fiourifhing 
Condition. 

St.  Paul's  School,  founded  by  Dr.  Colet,  Dean  of 
St.  Paul's ,  is  a  fair  Foundation  for  153  Boys,  to  be 
taught  gratis. 

Merchant- Taylors  School  was  founded  by  Sir  Thomas 
White,  Founder  of  St.  John' s  College,  Oxon ,  for  100 
Scholars  to  be  taught  gratis,  roo  more  for  Half  a 
Crown,  and  another  100  for  Five  Shillings  a  Quarter; 
and  has  46  Fellowlhips  eftablilhed  in  St.  John's  Col¬ 
lege,  for  Scholars  eledied  from  this  School. 

Another  excellent  School  was  founded  at  Mercers - 
chapel ,  by  that  Company. 

To  fay  nothing  of  the  noble  Foundation  of  the  Char- 
ter-houfe ,  mentioned  before,  p.  113.  and  of  upwards  of 
70  Charity- fchools,  upheld  by  the  benevolent  Contri¬ 
butions  of  charitable  Perfons ;  alfo  the  Mathematical, 
and  other  Schools,  at  Chrift's  Hofpital ,  which  I  have  not 
room  to  be  more  particular  in. 

As  to  the  Libraries,  I  can  only  mention  them 
likewife  in  a  curfory  manner.  Thofe  at  Sion- college , 
the  Temple,  and  other  Inns  of  Court,  Caftle-yard . 
near  the  Mews,  the  King's ,  See.  deferve  more  parti¬ 
cular  Mention  than  we  can  give  them.  In  Redcrofs- 
ftreet,  near  Crlppkgate,  an  handfome  Building  was 
eredled,  Ann.  1727.  by  the  late  Dr.  Daniel  Williams , 
a  DilTenting  Teacher,  for  a  public  Library  for  the  Ufe 
of  the  DiHenting  Minilters  of  London. 


,  The 
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The  valuable  Colle&ion,  called  the  Cotton  Library , 
is  fo  well  known,  that  we  fhall  only  mention  the  great 
iDifafler  that  befel  it  in  the  Year  1730.  when  a  Fire 
happened,  which  burnt  and  defaced  a  great  Number 
of  valuable  Manufcripts.  But  mod  happily  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  and  extinguished,  before  it  made  fo  great  a 
>' Definition  as  was  at  flrd  apprehended. 

XII. 

Of  the  Shipping  in  the  Thames,  and  the  T radt 
carry  d  on  by  means  of  that  noble  River . 

]fT1HE  whole  River,  from  London-bridge  to  BJack- 
1  wall ,  is  one  great  Arfenal  :  nothing  in  the 

EWorld  can  be  like  it.  The  great  Building-yards  at 
I  Schedam  near  A?nfterdam  are  faid  to  outdo  them  in 
H  the  Number  of  Ships  which  are  built  there  ;  and  they 
I  tell  us,  that  there  are  more  Ships  generally  feen  at 
if  Amfterdam ,  than  in  the  Thames. 

I  will  not  fay,  but  that  there  may  be  more  Veflels 
1  built  at  Schedam ,  and  the  Parts  adjacent,  than  in  the 
i  River  Thames  ;  but  then  it  mud:  be  obferved, 

1.  That  the  Englijh  build  for  themfelves  princi- 
j  pally,  the  Dutch  for  all  the  World. 

2.  That  almod  all  the  Ships  the  Dutch  have,  are 
1  built  there,  whereas  not  One  Fifth  Part  of  our  Ship- 
ti  ping  is  built  in  the  Thames . 

3.  That  we  fee  more  Veflels  in  lefs  Room  at  Am- 
1  fterdam ;  but,  fetting  afide  their  Hoys,  Bilanders, 
rand  .  Schouts,  which  are  in  great  Numbers  always 

there,  being  Veflels  peculiar  to  their  Inland  and 
I  Goading  Navigation,  you  do  not  fee  more,  nor  near 
fo  many  Ships  of  Force  at  Amfterdam ,  as  at  London . 

That  Part  of  the  River  Thames ,  which  is  properly 
[the  Harbour,  and  where  the  Ships  ufually  deliver,  or 
f  unload  their  Cargoes,  is  called  the  Pool\  and  begins  at 
the  Turning  of  the  River  out  of  Limehoufe  Reach ,  and 

extends 
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extends  to  the  Cujtom-houfe  Quays.  In  this  Compafi 
I  have  had  the  Curiofity  to  count  the  Ships  as  well  as 
I  could,  en  paffant  ;  and  have  found  about  2000  Sail 
of  all  Sorts,  not  reckoning  Barges,  Lighters,  or  Plea- 

fure-ooats,  and  Yachts,  but  of  VefTels  that  really  go 
to  Sea.  7  B 

It  is  true,  the  River,  or  Pool,  teemed  at  that  time1 
to  be  pretty  full  of  Ships  ;  as  alfo  that  I  included  the 
Ships  which  lay  in  Deptford  and  Blackwall  Reaches, 
and  in  the  Wet  Docks;  but  then  I  did  not  include  the 
Men  of  War  at  the  King’s-yard,  and  at  the  Wet  Dock, 
at  Deptford ,  which  were  not  a  few. 

In  the  River  there  are,  from  Battle-  bridge,  on  the 
Southwark  Side;  and  the  Hermitage- bridge,  on  the- 
City  Side  ;  reckoning  to  Blackwall ,  inclufive  ; 

3  Wet  Docks  for  laying  up 
22  Dry  Docks  for  repairing 
33  Yards  for  building 

Including  the  Buildings  of  Lighters,  Hoys,  &c.  but 
excluding,  all  Boat- builders.  Wherry-builders  ;  and, 
above  Bridge,  Barge- builders. 

To  enter  into  any  Defcription  of  the  great  Maga¬ 
zines  of  all  manner  of  Naval  Stores,  for  the  furnifh- 
ing  thofe  Builders,  would  be  endlefs :  ’tis  fufficient  to 
add,  That  England  is  an  inexhauftible  Store-houfe  of 
Timber  ;  and  all  the  Oak  T  imber,  and  generally  the 
Plank  alfo,  ufed  in  the  building  thefo  Ships,  is  found 
in  England  only  ;  and  that  principally  in  the  Southern 
Counties  near  us  ;  as  particularly  Berks ,  Bucks,  Surry » 
Kent,  Suffix,  and  Suffolk , 
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XIII. 

Of  the  Manner  by  which  the  City  is  f apply' d 

with  JVater, 

'hj"  O  City  in  the  World  is  fo  well  furnifhed  with 
Water  as  London ,  for  the  neceffary  Occafions  c 
here,  as  well  as  for  the  Extinguifhing  of  Fires,  when 
hey  happen. 

1.  By  the  great  Convenience  of  Water,  which  be- 
ng  every-where  laid  in  the  Streets  in  large  Timber 
?ipes,  as  well  from  the  Thames  as  the  New  River , 
:hofe  Pipes  are  furnifhed  with  a  Fire-plug,  of  which 
:he  Parifh-Officers  have  the  Key ;  and  when  opened, 
et  out,  not  a  Pipe,  but,  as  one  may  fay,  a  River  of 
Water  into  the  Streets ;  fo  that  making  but  a  Dam  in 
he  Chanel,  the  whole  Street  is  immediately  under 
Water  tofupply  the  Engines. 

2.  By  the  great  Number  of  admirable  Engines,  of 
which  almoft  every  Parifh  has  one,  and  fome  Halls 
alfo,  and  feveral  private  Citizens,  have  them  of  their 
bwn ;  fo  that  no  looner  does  a  Fire  break  out,  but  the 
rHoufe  is  immediately  furrounded  with  Engines,  and 
3a  Flood  of  Water  poured  upon  it,  till  it  is  extinguifh- 
>  sc? 

3.  The  feveral  I nfurance- Offices,  of  which  I  have 
fpoken  in  Article  III.  have  each  of  them  a  certain  Set 
!  of  Men,  whom  they  keep  in  conftant  Pay,  andfurnifh 
Kvith  Tools  proper  for  their  Work,  and  to  whom  they 
jgive  Jack  Caps  of  Leather,  able  to  keep  them  from 
uHurt,  if  Brick  or  Timber,  or  any  thing  not  of  too 
:great  a  Bulk,  fhould  fall  upon  them.  Thefe  Men, 
iwhom  they  call  Firemen ,  make  it  their  Bufinefs  to  be 
ready  at  Call,  all  Hours,  to  affift  in  cafe  of  Fire; 
and  it  muft  be  acknowleged,  they  are  very  dextrous, 
bold,  diligent,  and-fuccefsfuL 

There  are  Two  great  Engines  for  the  raffing  the 

Thames 
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Thames  Water,  one  at  the  Bridge,  and  the  other  near 
Broken-wharf 

However,  the  New  River ,  which  is  brought  by  an 
artificial  Stream  from  Ware ,  continues  to  fupply  the 
greater  Part  of  the  City.  Of  this  River  I  fhall  take 
farther  Notice  in  my  Deicription  of  Hertfordshire, 
where  it  takes  its  Rife. 

The  Chelfea  Waterworks ,  as  they  are  called,  are 
alfo  of  no  fmall  Ufe  for  the  new  Buildings  at  that  End 
of  the  Town.  There  is  a  noble  Cut  (which  is  a  large, 
tho’  not  long,  River  of  itfelf)  from  the  Thames  to  near 
Buckingham  Houfe  Garden-wall,  where  are  Two  En¬ 
gines  which  work  by  Fire  alternately  for  raifing  the 
Water  into  large  Iron  Pipes,  through  which  it  is  con¬ 
veyed  to  a  great  Refervoir  of  Water,  in  Hyde -parky 
to  anfwer  the  above  Purpofe. 

Shadwell  Waterworks  fupply  the  Eaflern  Parts  be¬ 
yond  the  Tower  ;  and  there  are  lately  Waterworks  at 
Bow ;  but  it  is  apprehended  they  will  not  find  Tenants 
enough  to  fupport  their  Expences. 

Formerly  there  were  feveral  beautiful  Conduits  in 
London,  the  Water  of  which  was  very  fweet  and  good, 
and  brought  to  them  at  a  vaft  Expence  from  feveral 
diftant  Springs,  in  large  Leaden  Pipes:  fome  of  thefe 
were  rebuilt  fince  the  Fire ;  but  now  the  City  is  fo 
well  fupplied  with  Water,  that  they  are  either  quite 
demolifned,  or  intirely  out  of  Ufe.  That  in  Cheapfde 
was  the  laft  pull’d  down ;  and  a  Statue  propofed  to  be 
built  in  its  Place,  in  Honour  of  the  great  King  William 
III.  and  it  muft  be  owned,  that  it  is  one  of  the  moil: 
commodious  Places  for  fuch  a  Purpofe  in  the  whole 
City.  But  it  being  fet  on  Foot,  as  fome  thought,  by 
Party  on  one  Side,  was  reje&ed,  from  far  lefs  laud¬ 
able  Motives,  by  Party  on  the  other, 
t  To  fum  up  my  Defcription  of  London ,  take  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Heads.  There  are  in  this  great  Mafs  of  Build¬ 
ings,  thus  called  London . 

One; 


)ne  Cathedral. 

[wo  Collegiate  Churches. 
Choirs  of  Mufic. 

46  Parifhes. 

>9  Chapels,  where  the 
Church  of  England  Ser¬ 
vice  is  performed. 

,  Churches  at  Deptford , 
not  taken  into  the  Limits 
now  defcribed. 
r8  Foreign  Churches.  ' 
lehdes  Diflenters  Meetings 
of  all  Perfuafions. 

5opifh  Chapels;  and 
;  "Jews  Synagogues. 

There  are  alfo  1  3  Hofpitals, 
befides  leffer  Charities, 
called  Alms-houfes ,  of 
which  they  reckon  1 00, 
many  of  which  have 
Chapels  for  Divine  Ser¬ 
vice. 

Colleges. 

7  Public  Prifons. 

Public  Schools,  called 
Freefchools. 
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Charity- fchools,  in  Lon¬ 
don  and  Wejlrninjler ,  and 
10  Miles  round. 

15  Markets  for  Flefli. 

2  for  live  Cattle. 

2  Herb* markets. 

2  3  other  Markets. 

1 5  Inns  of  Court  or  Chan* 
q&ry. 

4  Fairs. 

27  Squares,  befides  thofe 
within  any  fingle  Build¬ 
ing,  as  the  Temple ,  So- 
merfet  -houfe^  &c. 

6  public  Bridges,  include- 
ing  the  new  one  at  Weft- 
min f ter . 

ATown-houfe,  or  Guild¬ 
hall. 

A  Royal  Exchange. 

A  Cuftom-houfe . 

3  A ri  Mery -grounds* 

4  Peft-houfes. 

2  Bilhops  Palaces. 

3  Royal  Palaces. 
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XIV. 

)/  the  Chriftenings  and  Burials  in  London, 

Of  the  Importance  of  the  City  0/ London  to 
the  whole  Kingdom.  Of  its  comparative  Pro¬ 
portion  to  the  public  Expence  of  the  Kingdom , 
and  the  difproportionate  Number  of  Members 
it  returns . 

[  ET  us  now  mention  fomething  briefly  in  relation 
M  to  the  yearly  Births  and  Burials  of  this  extended 
pity :  from  an  Account  of  which  Sir  William  Petty 

thought 
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thought  he  might  make  fome  Calculations  of  the  Num¬ 
bers  of  the  Inhabitants.  And  I  (hall  only  take  notice,, 
that  whereas  the  general  Number  of  the  Burials  in  the 
Year  1666.  and  farther  back,  were  from  17000  to. 
19000  in  a  Year,  the  yearly  Bill  for  the  Year  1750., 
amounted  as  follows : 

Parishes  Chriften’d.  . 

In  the  97  PariOies  within  the  Walls  1090  J 
In  the  17  PariOies  without  the  Walls  4184 


In  the  22  Out-pariihes  in  Middlefex  1  , 
and  Surry  ...  1 


In  the  10  PariOies  in  the  City  and  ?  ,  o, 
- Liberties  of  Weftminfter  3  * 


Bury’d, 

*987| 
5  826I: 


I  I  O  I  61 


4898!' 


237-271; 
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Here  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Number  of  Burials: 
exceeding  fo  much  the  Number  of  Births,  is,  becaufe,, 
as  it  is  not  the  Number  born,  but  the  Number  chri- 
fiened,  that  are  fet  down,  which  is  taken  from  the: 
PariOi  RegiOer ;  fo  all  the  Children  of  DiOenters  of! 
every  Sort,  Proteftant ,  Popifh>  and  Jewijh ,  are  omit-' 
ted,  alfo  all  the  Children  of  Foreigners,  French ,  Dutch „ 
&c.  which  are  baptized  in  their  own  Churches,  and  alii 
the  Children  of  thofe  who  are  fo  poor,  that  they  can-' 
not  get  them  regiftred  :  fo  that  if  a  due  Eftimate  be: 
made,  the  Births  may  be  well  fuppofed  very  much  to: 
exceed  the  Burials. 

London  returns  Four  Members  to  Parliament,  Weft - 
m'mfter  Two;  and  thefe  Six,  with  T  wo  for  the  County: 
of  Middlefex ,  make  Eight,  which  is  all  that  this  ex¬ 
ceeding  populous  County  returns,  although  every  fingle:. 
Ward,  in  London ,  is  far  fuperior  to  mod  of  the  Bo¬ 
roughs  in  England ,  and  really  to  many  of  the  greater: 
Towns,  that  are  reprefented  by  Two  Members,  andi 
contributes  infinitely  more  to  the  public  Charge  :  and,, 
indeed,  one  may  afk,  What  are  the  greateft  Part  of 
the  Boroughs  in  the  County  of  Cornwall ,  and  many  in 
that  of  Devon ,  which  Two  Counties  alone  return  70: 
Members^  compared  to  20  populous  Villages  one 
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night  name  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  London  f  Some 
if  which,  no  doubt,  would  be  con  fide  red,  were  a  new 
lepartition  of  this  kind  practicable,  and  many  of  thofe 
)etty  Boroughs  be  obliged  to  give  up  to  them  :  a 
Icheme  that  muft  be  fet  on  foot  under  a  very  undefign- 
ns:  and  honourable  Adminiftration,  for  Reafons  too 
>bvious  to  need  particularizing. 

The  following  Scheme,  though  calculated  before 
he  Union ,  and  confequently  before  the  45  Members, 
vhich  reprefent  North  Britain,  were  added  to  the  513* 
leturned  for  England  and  Wales ,  will  fet  this  Matter 
»n  a  (till  clearer  Light. 
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A  SCHEME  of  the  Proportions  the  feveral  Counties 

in  England  paid  to  the  1  hree  ShiiJings  AID,  1699*  compared  with 
the  Number  of  Members  they  fend  to  Parliament. 

In  this  Scheme  the  Proportions  are  thus  confidered  j  Was.  That  as  the 
whole  Kingdom  fends  5 1 3  Members  to  Parliament;  fo  the  whole  Tax 
is  divided  into  513  equal  Parts. 

C  1.  Shews  the  Name  of  the  County. 

Column  <  2.  How  many  Parts  of  the  513  each  County  paid. 

£  3.  How  many  Members  of  the  513  each  County  fend. 


COUNTIES. 

P. 

M. 

CO  UNTIES. 

P. 

M. 

Bedford, 

7 

4 

Monmouth, 

3 

3 

Berks, 

JO 

9 

Norfolk, 

22 

12 

Bucks, 

12 

J4 

Northampton, 

12  i 

9 

Cambridge, 

9 

6 

*  Northumberland, 

4 

8 

Chefter, 

7 

4 

Nottingham, 

7 

8 

*  Cornwall, 

S 

44 

Oxon, 

10 

9 

*  Cumberland, 

1 

6 

Rutland, 

2i 

2 

Derby, 

6 

4 

Salop, 

7 

12 

*  Devon, 

21 

26 , 

Somerfet, 

*9 

iS 

*  Dorfet, 

9 

20 

*  Southampton, 

i4 

2  6 

*  Durham, 

3 

4 

Stafford, 

7 

10 

Tffex, 

24 

8 

Suffolk, 

20 

16 

Gloucefter, 

12 

8 

Surry,  H 

18 

14 

Hereford, 

5 

8 

Suffex, 

26 

28 

Hertford, 

1 1 

6 

Warwick* 

10 

6 

Huntingdon, 

4 

4 

*  Weftmorland, 

r 

4 

Kent, 

22 

18 

*  Wilts, 

*3 

34 

#  Lancafter, 

5 

14 

Worcefter, 

9 

9 

Leicefter, 

9 

4 

*  York, 

-4 

3° 

Lincoln, 

19 

12 

W lies, 

1 1 

24 

Middlefcx, 

80 

8 

Ail  England  and  Wales, 

7*3 

5*3 

N.te,  That  the  Proportion  of  the  Six  Northern,  and  Five 

P. 

M. 

Weftern  Counties,  marked  thus. 

* 

,  are  .  .  , 

103 

216 

And  that  Middlesex  and  EJJ'ex  are 

104 

16 

Cities  are  included  in  their  refpeftive  Counties. 


XV. 

<T'be  Benefit  to  the  Public  of  a  good  Under  ft  and - 
ing  between  the  Court  and  City. 

H  AVING  {hewn  the  Grandeur  and  Importance 
of  this  great  Metropolis,  it  remains  only  to  oh* 
ferve,  How  rieceiTary  it  is  for  the  Gocd  of  the  whole 

Kingdom* 
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kingdom,  that  there  fliould  be  a  right  Undemanding 
ultivated  between  the  AdminifPation  and  that,  bor, 

■  There  has  formerl/  been  a  great  Emulation  between 
:he  Court- end  of  the  Town,  and  the  City  ;  and  it  was 
.erioufly  propofed  in  a  certain  Reign,  how  the  Cowt 
fEould  humble  the  City  \  nor  was  it  an  impra&icable 
Thing  at  that  time,  bad  the  pernicious  Scheme  been 
carried  on.  Indeed  it  was  carried  further  than  confuted 
(with  the  Prudence  of  a  good  Government,  or  of  a  wife 
jPeople ;  for  xhz  Court  envysd  the  City*$  Riches,  and  the 
Citizens  were  ever  jealous  of  the  Court9 §  Defigns.  The 
imoit  fatal  Steps  t he  Court  took  at  that  time  to  humble 
the  City,  were,  u  The  {hutting  up  the  Exchequer : 
And,  %.  The  bringing  a  Stuo  Wurrmto  a  gam  11  their 
Charter.  But  thefe  Things  can  but  be  touch’d  at  here. 
The  City  has  outlived  it  all;  and  both  the  Attempts 
turned  to  theDifcreditof  the  Party  whopu.fhed  them  on, 
F he  City  is,  indeed,  and  at  all  times  muft  be^fo  ne® 
jeffary  to  the  Court,  that  no  prudent  Admindtration 
will  ever  feck  Occafons  for  Mifunderftandings  with  It  § 
but  will,  if  not  infatuated,  do  all  in  its  Power  to  en-» 
courage  and  increase  the  Opulence  of  tbs  City ?  which* 
apon  any  Emergency*  will  be  able  and  wiling,  if  no  % 
ffobhged,  to  fupport  the  Court*  and  furnifh  Means  ‘o 
>rp?e£t  the  Kingdom,  a  gam  ft  either  Foreign  or  Do* 
j-ndl’ic  Enemies, 

And  here  l  will  clofe  my  Account  of  this 
Wetropolisj  and  with  it  my  Tetter  j  being*  §*r* 


•  s 

h 
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CONTAINING 


A  Description  of  Part  of  M 1  d- 
dlesex  ;  and  of  the  whole  County  of' 
Hertfor  d. 


■S  1  R, 


H  E  Villages  round  London  partake  of 
the  Influence  of  London ,  as  I  have  taken 
notice  in  the  Counties  of  Ejjex,  Kent, 
and  Surry. 

Hackney  and  Bromley  are  the  firft  Vil¬ 
lages  which  begin  the  County  of  Mid- 
dtefex ,  Eafl ;  for  Bow ,  as  reckoned  to  Stepney ,  is  a 
Fart  of  the  great  Mafs.  This  Town  of  Hackney  is  of 
large  Extent,  containing  no  lefs  than  Twelve  Hamlets, 
or  feparate  V  illages,  tho5  fome  of  them  now  join  ;  viz. 


Church  -Jlreet, 
Homer  ion, 
Wyck-hlufe, 
Grove -Jlreet, 


Clapton , 
A'lare-Jtreet, 
Mell-ftreet , 
Cambridge  -  heath. 


Shacklewdl , 
Baft  on, 
Kmgfiand, 
A  ewington. 


All  thefe,  thoy  fame  of  'hem  'are  very  laro-e  Villages, 
make  up  but  one  R  rifb,  and  are,  within  a  few 
Nears,  fa  increafed  in  Euildings,  and  io  v\  eil  inhabitu  , 

that 
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?ihat  there  is  no  Companion  to  be  made  between  their 
arefent  and  former  State ;  every  feparate  Hamlet  being 
increafed,  and  fome  of  them  more  than  trebly  bigger 
than  formerly  they  were. 

Hackney  is  fo  remarkable  for  the  Retreat  of  wealthy 
Citizens,  that  there  are,  at  this  time,  near  an  Hundred 
Coaches  kept  in  it. 

Newington ,  Tottenham^  Edmrnton ,  and  Enfield,  9l and 
all  in  a  Line  North  from  the  City.  The  Increafe  of 
Buildings  is  fo  great  in  them  all,  that  they  feem,  to  a 
Traveler,  to  be  one  continued  Street;  especially  Tot¬ 
tenham  and  Edmonton  j  and  in  them  all,  the  new  Build¬ 
ings  fo  far  exceed  the  old,  efpecially  in  their  Value,  and 
the  Figure  of  the  Inhabitants,  that  the  Faihion  of  the 
Town  is  quite  altered. 

At  Tottenham  we  fee  the  Remains  of  an  antient 
Building  called  the  Crofis ,  from  which  the  I  own  takes 
the  Name  of  H'gh-  Crofis. 

Highgate  and  Hamftead  are  next  on  the  North-fide. 
At  the  firft  is  a  very  beautiful  Houle  built  by  the  late 
Sir  William  Ajhurjl ,  on  the  very  Summit  of  the  Hill, 
and  with  a  View  from  the  very  lowed:  Windows  over 
the  whole  Vale,  to  the  City  ;  and  that  fo  eminently, 
that  they  fee  the  Ships  palling  up  and  down  the  River, 
for  Twelve  or  Fifteen  Miles  below  London . 

As  the  County  does  not  extend  far  this  Way,  I  take 
no  notice  of  fmaller  Towns  ;  nor  is  there  any  thing  or 
Note  but  Citizens  Houfes  for  feveral  Miles;  except 
the  Chace,  at  Enfield \  which  was  a  very  beautiful 
Place,  when  King  James  I.  re  Tided  at  Theobalds ,  for 
the  Pleafure  of  his  Hunting  ;  and  was  then  very  fu’l  of 
D  eer,  and  all  forts  of  Game;  but  it  has  filtered  feve¬ 
ral  Depredations  fmce  that,  and  particularly  in  the 
Times  of  Ufurpation,  when  it  was  ftript  both  of  Game 
and  Timber,  and  iett  out  in  Farms  to  Tenants  for  the 
Ufe  of  the  Public. 

After  the  Reftoration  it  was  laid  open  again  ;  Woods 
and  Groves  were  every- where  planted,  and  the  whole 
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Chace  flared  with  Deer  :  but  it  is  not,  nor  perhaps 
tve r  will  be,  what  ft  was. 

Hamfteacl  is  ri fen  from  a  little  Village,  almofl  to  a 
City  ;  nor  could  the  uneven  Surface?  inconvenient  for 
Building,  check  the  Humour  of  the  Builders;  for  even 
bn  the  very  Steep  of  the  Hill,  where  there  is  no  walk¬ 
ing  Twenty  Yards  together,  without  tugging  up,  or 
Rraddling  down  a  Hill?  the  Buildings  are  increased  to 
that  Degree,  that  the  Town  almoih  fpreads  the  whole 
Side  of  the  Hill. 

The  Heath  extends  about  a  Mile  every  Way,  and 
a  fiords  a  mod  beautiful  ProfpeH  ;  for  we  fee  here  Han* 
flop  Steeple  one  wav,  which  is  within  Eight  Miles  of 
Northampton ,  N.  W#  to  Landovjn-hillin  EJfex,  another 
Way  Eaft,  at  lead  Sixty-fix  Miles  from  one  another. 
The  ProfpcH  to  London ,  and  beyond  it  to  Banftead '* 
downs.  South  $  Shooter s-hilL  South-eaft  ;  Red- bill, 
Somh* wed,  and  Windfor-caftk ,  Wed;  is  alfo  unin¬ 
terrupted.  Indeed,  due  North,  we  fee  no  farther  than 
to  Barnet ,  which  is  not  above  Six  Miles  from  it. 

BdlJef  the  Long  Room  at  Hamfiead,  in  which  the 
Company  meet  publicly  on  %  Monday  Evening  to  play 
at  Cards,  &c,  Mr,  Vipand ,  the  Mailer  of  that,  built,  in 
the  Year  1735a  fine  AlTembly-room,  Sixty  Feet  long, 
and  Thirty  wide,  elegantly  decorated  ;  every  one  who 
does  not  fubferibe,  pays  half  a  Crown  for  Admittance. 
Every  Gentleman  who  fubferibes  a  Guinea  for  the  Sea- 
Ln,  has  a  Ticket  for  himfilf,  and  for  Two  Ladies. 
Gentlemen  and  Ladies,  who  lodge  in  the  Town,  are 
entertained  every  Sunday  for  6  d.  each,  with  Tea  and 
Coffee  ;  but  with  no  other  Amufements,  but  what 
they  find  outy^rone  another,  and  from  one  another. 

I  could  not  be  at  Hamftead  without  making  an  Ex- 
curfion  to  Edgware ,  a  little  Market  town,  on  the 
Road  to  St.  Albans  ;  for  ’tis  certain,  that  this  was  for¬ 
merly  the  main  Road  from  London  to  St.  Albans ,  being 
the  famous  high  Road,  called  Wading- fireet,  which 
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reached  from  London  to  Shrewsbury ,  and  on  towards 
Wales. 

Near  this  Town*  the  late  Duke  of  Chandos  built 
one  of  the  moft  magnificent  Palaces  in  Eng1  and,  with 
a  Profufion  of  Expence,  and  fo  well  furmfhed  with¬ 
in,  that  it  had  hardly  its  Equal  in  England.  The 
Plaftering  and  Gilding  were  done  by  the  famous  Par - 
gotti,* an  Italian.  The  great  Salon  or  Hall  was  painted 
by  Paolucci.  The  Pillars  fupporting  the  Building 
were  all  of  Marble:  the  great  Staircafe  was  ex¬ 
tremely  fine;  and  the  Steps  were  all  of  Marble,  every 
Step  being  of  one  whole  Piece,  about  22  Feet  i» 
Length. 

The  Avenue  was  fpacious  and  majeftic,  and  as  it 
save  you  the  View  of  Two  Fronts,  join’d,  as  it  were, 
jn  One,  the  Diftance  not  admitting  you  to  fee  the 
Angle,  which  was  in  the  Centre  ;  fo  you  were  agree¬ 
ably  drawn  in,  to  think  the  Front  of  the  Houfe  almoft 
twice  as  large  as  it  was. 

And  yet,  when  you  came  nearer,  you  were  again 
furprifed,  by  feeing  the  winding  Paflage  opening,  as  it 
were,  a  new  Front  to  the  Eye,  of  near  120  Feet 
wide,  which  you  had  not  feen  before ;  fo  that  you 
were  loft  a  while  in  looking  near  at  hand  for  what  you 
fo  plainly  faw  a  great  Way  off. 

The  Gardens  were  well  defigned,  and  had  a  vaft 
Variety  in  them,  and  the  Canals  were  large  and  noble. 

The  Chapel  was  a  Singularity,  both  in  its  Building, 
and  the  Beauty  of  its  Workmanfhip;  and  the  late 
Duke,  at  one  time,  maintained  there  a  full  Choir, 
and  had  the  Worfnip  perform’d  with  the  beft  Mufic, 
after  the  Manner  of  the  Chapel  Royal. 

Sorry  I  am,  that  1  am  obliged  to  fay,  that  all  thefe 
Beauties  were,  inftead  of  are.  But  fuch  is  the  Fate  of 
fublunary  Things,  that  all  this  Grandeur  is  already  at 
an  End  !  The  Furniture  and  Curiofities  have  been 
brought  to  public  Audfion  ;  and  this  fuperb  Edifice  is 
quite  demolifhed.  The  (horteft  Duration  that  perhaps 
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ever  great  Houfe  had,  where  the  PoiTeflbr  fell  not 
under  the  public  Cenfure,  or  by  the  Malignity  of 
powerful  Enemies,  making  him  a  Sacrifice  to  the 
Factions  of  a  Prince,  as  has  been  the  Cafe  in  lefs  happy 
Governments  than  the  Britijh.  We  fhall  not  enter 
inio  the  Caufes  of  this  unhappy  Cataflrophe.  But  if 
we  did,  it  would  appear,  that  the  Great  Founder  was 
more  to  be  pitied,  and  even  admired,  than  blamed, 
having  flood  in  the  Gap  to  prevent,  as  he  hoped,  a 
more  general  Ruin  to  a  Society  which  he  was  at  the 
Head  or;  but  which  could  only  be  poflponed,  and  not 
prevented,  and  fwallowed  up  the  Fortune  of  one  of 
the  mod  munificent  and  princely-fpirited  Noblemen 
that  ever  adorned  this  Nation. 

The  Fields  between  London  and  this  Place  are  con- 
ftanfJy  kept  in  Grafs,  there  being  fcarce  any  arable 
Land  intervening  ;  and  it  is  chiefly  from  hence  that 
London  is  fupplied  with  Hay  ;  fo  that  it  is  no  uncom¬ 
mon  thing,  to  fee  an  Hundred  Loads  of  Hay  go  up 
to  London  on  a  Market-day,  and  each  of  thefe  Teams 
bring  back  a  Load  of  Dung  for  dreffing  the  Land  ; 
which  preferves  the  Ground  in  good  Heart ,  as  it  is 
termed  by  the  Farmer ;  and  thereby  it  produces  con¬ 
stantly  good  Crops. 

Two  Miles  from  Edgware ,  we  go  up  a  fmaller 
Afcent  by  the  great  Road  ;  when  leaving  the  Street- 
.way  on  the  Right,  we  enter  a  fpacious  Common  call¬ 
ed  Bujhy- -heath,  where  again  we  have  a  very  agree¬ 
able  Profpedl.  On  the  Right-hand,  we  have  in  View 
the  Town  of  St.  Jlbans ;  and  all  the  Spaces  between, 
and  farther  beyond  it,  look  like  a  Garden.  The  in- 
clofed  Corn-fields  make  one  grand  Parterre:  the 
thick-planted  Hedge-rows  feem  like  a  Wildernefs  or 
Labyrinth  ;  the  Villages  interfperfed  look  like  fo  many 
feveral  noble  .Seats  of  Gentlemen  at  a  Diflance.  In  a 
Word,  it  is  all  Nature,  and  yet  looks  like  Art.  On 
the  Left-hand  we  fee  the  Wefl-end  of  London ,  Weft - 
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infer-  Abbey ,  and  the  Parliament-houfe ;  but  the 
xiy  of  the  City  is  cut  off  by  the  Hill,  at  which 
1 am/tead  intercepted  the  Sight  on  that  Side.  More 
C  the  South  we  have  Hampton- Court,  and  S.  W. 
! Vindfor,  and,  between  both,  thofe  beautiful  Parts  of 
Wliddlefex  and  Surry ,  on  the  Banks  of  the  Thames , 
which  are  the  mo  ft  agreeable  in  the  World.  But  I 
Inuft  travel  ^no  farther  this  Way,  till  I  have  taken  a 
tourney  Weft  from  London ,  and  feen  what  the 
Country  affords  that  Way. 


The  next  Towns,  adjacent  to  London ,  are  Ken/mg- 
(on,  Cheljca ,  Hamer fmith ,  Fulham ,  Brentford ,  Twick¬ 
enham,  &c.  all  ol  them  near,  or  adjoining  to,  the 
River  of  Thames  ;  and  which,  by  the  Beauty  of  their 
Buildings,  make  good  the  North  Shore  of  the  River, 
lanfwerable  to  what  I  have  already  defcribed. 

But  here  I  ought  not  to  omit  mentioning  the  new 
Bridge  from  Fulham  to  Putney ,  crofs  the  Thames ; 
whicn  is  an  handfome  wooden  Fabric,  and  as  con¬ 
venient,  by  its  many  angular  Indentings,  for  Foot- 
Paffengers,  as  for  Horfes  and  Coaches."  A  Toll  is 
paid  for  every  one  that  paffes  it,  let  it  be  ever  fo  often 
in  a  Day  ;  and  the  Rate  pretty  much  the  fame  as  the 
Ferry  ufed  to  be.  But  as  the  Proprietors  are’  faid  to 
divide  io  or  12/.  per  Cent,  from  the  Profits  of  it,  ’tis 
pity,  methinks,  that  Foot-PafTengers,  who  cannot  hurt 
the  Bridge,  fhouid  pay  at  all. 

Kenfington  cannot  be  named  without  mentioning 
the  King’s  Palace  there  :  it  was  originally  an  old  Houfe 
of  the  Earl  of  NottinghatFs ,  of  whom  King  William 
bought  it,  and  then  inlarged  it  as  we  fee  3  fome  of 
the  old  Building  ftill  remaining  in  the  Centre  of  the 
Houfe. 

The  Houfe  itfelf  fronts  to  the  Garden  Three  Ways; 
the  Gardens  being  now  made  exceeding  fine,  and  in¬ 
larged  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  to  reach  quite  from  the 
great  Road  in  Kenfington  Town,  to  the  Aft  on  Road 
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North,  more  than  a  Mile,  befides  a  great  Track  of 
Ground  out  of  Hyde  Park.  T  he  noble  Rivulet  that  is 
lately  dug  in  Hyde  Park ,  and,  generally,  though  im¬ 
properly,  called  The  Serpentine  River ,  looks  finely  from 
thefe  beautiful  Gardens,  and  is  a  great  Ornament  to 
them.  I  he  firft  Laying  out  of  thefe  Gardens  was  the 
Defign  of  the  late  Queen  Mary ;  who,  finding  the 
Air  agreed  with  the  King,  refolved  to  make  it  agree¬ 
able  to  herfelf  too,  and  gave  the  firft  Orders  for  in- 
larging  them. 

Queen  Anne  improved  what  her  Sifier  began,  and 
delighted  very  much  in  the  Place  ;  and  often  was 
pleafed  to  make  the  Green-houfe,  which  is  very  beau¬ 
tiful,  her  Summer  Supper-houfe. 

And  her  late  Majefty  Queen  Caroline  completed  the 
Whole,  by  the  Additions  juft  now  mentioned. 

As  this  Palace  opens  to  the  Weft,  there  are  Two 
great  Wings  built,  for  receiving  fuch  as  neceflarily 
attend  the  Court,  and  a  large  Port-cocher  at  the  En¬ 
trance,  with  a  Poftern,  and  a  Stone  Gallery,  on  the 
South-fide  of  the  Court,  which  leads  to  the  great  Stair- 
cafe. 

It  is  no  Wonder,  the  Court  being  fo  much  at  Hen- 
fmgton ,  that  that  Town  has  increafed  in  Buildings; 
and  indeed  it  abounds  with  handfome  Houfes,  and  has 
a  very  pretty  Square.  Holland- Houfe  and  Camden - 
Houfe ,  in  its  Neighbourhood,  are  fine  old  Seats. 

South  of  Kenfmgton  ftands  Chelfea ,  at  which  Place 
is  the  nobleft  Building,  and  one  of  the  beft  Founda¬ 
tions  of  its  kind  in  the  World,  for  maimed  and  old 
Soldiers,  built  by  Sir  Chrijlopher  Wren.  Jt  is  a  fine 
Structure,  extremely  convenient,  and  worthy  of  the 
admirable  Architect  ;  lefs  magnificent  and  coftly,  in¬ 
deed,  than  that  of  Greenwich  for  Seamen  :  but  had 
the  former  been  the  Model  for  the  latter,  the  Dif¬ 
ference  in  the  Expence  would  have  provided  for  twice 
the  Number  of  fuperannuated  Sailors:  and  were  the 
Salaries  and  Port  of  the  Officers  in  both  fo  reduced, 
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is  the  Nature  2nd  Defign  of  an  Hofpital  reqyirc,  that 
is  to  fay,  were  the  principal  ones  contented  to  live  as 
Gentlemen  only,  and  not  as  Perfons  of  high  Rank 
and  Diftinaion'  emulating,  as  Tome  have  heretofore 
done,  the  firft  Quality  in  the  Kingdom,  Luxury  would 
not  have  dared  to  fhew  its  Face  in  W alls  confecrated 
to  Charity  ;  nor  would  there  have  needed  to  great  a 
Part  of  the  Structure  to  be  taken  up  in  Houfes  of  Offi¬ 
cers,  and  home  of  them  rather  refembling  Palaces  than 
what  they  are.  Plain  or  neat,  methinks,  ihould  be 
the  effential  Charadderiftics  of  Houfes  thus  devoted  ; 
and  thofe  who  would  not  have  been  fo  finished,  fLouid 
not  either  have  fought  or  accepted  of  the  Offices j  much 
lefs  fhould  any  of  them  have  been  made  Sine  cures. 

’  At  Chelfea  alfo  is  the  Phyftc-garden  belonging  to 
the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of  London. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole ,  afterwards  Earl  of  Orford ,  had 
a  fine  Houfe  at  Chelfea ,  adjoining,  in  a  manner,  to  the 
Royal  Hofpital.  It  was  adorned  with  noble  Pictures. 
Rut  the  Houfe,  having  been  fold  by  the  late  Ear],  is 
now  in  other  Hands. 

Near  the  faid  Hofpital  were,  till  within  thefe  few 
Years,  a  neat  and  beautiful  Houfe  and  Gardens,  built; 
by  the  late  Earl  of  Ranelagh.  But  the  Gardens  and 
Out- buildings  have  been  quite  deflroyed,  and  the 
Ground  fold  out  in  Parcels  to  Builders,  and  other  Fur- 
chafers. 

The  Manfion  is  now  turned  into  a  Breakfafting- 
Houfe,  and  dedicated  to  that  Luxury  which  over- 
fp reads  the  Face  of  the  Nation.  A  Rotonda,  as  I 
rnay  call  it,  is  ere&ed  in  the  Gardens,  to  propagate 
Sound  for  Senfe,  and  to  feaft  the  Eyes  of  Belles  and 
Beaux,  who  croud  thither  to  become  SpeRacles  to  one 
another,  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Un¬ 
dertaking.  As  to  the  Building  itfelf,  it  is  a  fine  Struc¬ 
ture,  and  one  of  the  largeft  Rooms  in  the  World, 
being  130  Feet  Diameter.  A  {landing  Monument  of 
the  predominant  Tafte  of  the  prefent  Age, 
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Marybone  Gardens ,  Sadler7 s  Wells ,  and  a  Variety  of 
fuch  fort  of  Houfes  of  Entertainment  about  IJlington , 
hardly  to  be  numbered,  and  all  boading  of  their  B  nds 
of  Mufic ,  befides  what  I  have  taken  notice  of  at  Dul¬ 
wich,  Putney ,  Ruckholt ,  are  Emanations,  as  I  may 
call  them,  from  the  Two  grand  Seminaries  of  Luxury, 
Ranelagh,  and  Vaux  -  Hall  Gardens  ;  at 
both  which  Places  a  Profufion  of  Expence  has  not 
been  fpared  to  invite  Perfons  of  both  Sexes  to  meet,  to 
a  did  in  and  promote  the  Propagation  of  thefe  Amufe- 
ments ;  which,  under  the  Names  of  Breakfading- 
Places,  Concerts,  Balls,  AfTemblies,  &c.  have  over* 
run  the  Kingdom ;  and  which  equally  threaten  a 
general  DifTolution  of  Manners  as  a  Didipation  of 
Fortunes. 

The  ferious  Pleaders,  I  am  fure  (and  you,  Sir,  to 
whom  I  addrefs  thefe  Letters,  calculated  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  View),  who  with  the  lading  Profperity  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  Kingdom  which  I  am  defcribing,  and  which, 
hitherto,  has  been  the  Envy  of  all  its  Neighbour?, 
but  which  now  is  carrying  its  glorious  Liberty  into  a 
Licentioufnefs  as  enervating;  to  the  Mind  as  to  the 
Bod}r,  will  not  be  difpleafed  with  my  honed  Warmth 
on  this  Occaiton,  and  with  pending  here  a  few  cur- 
forv,  but  not  unfeafonable,  Obfervations  on  a  Subject 
of  this  Importance. 

I  fhall  fird  take  notice,  that  the  Expences  of  the 
Public  are  very  high,  the  Debt  we  labour  under  is  very 
large,  and  our  Taxes,  how  necefiary  foever,  very 
heavy:  from  ail  which  I  conclude,  that  Industry 
ought  to  be  as  much  encouraged  as  poffible,  and  that 
every  thing  capable  of  lefTening  it  ought  to  be  the 
Object  of  Ceniure. 

It  is  our  Induftry  that  changed  the  Face  of  this 
Country  from  what  it  was,  and  proved  thereby  the 
Source  of  our  Liberty  and  Property.  It  is  our  In- 
dud  ry  that  is  the  Bails  ofDomeftic  and  Foreign  Trade, 
and,  -confequemlv,  the  foie  Fountain  of  our  Riches. 

In 
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n  ftiort,  it  is  our  Induflry  that  mub  maintain  us,  en- 
ble  us  to  do  Jubice  to  others,  and  to  live  happily  our- 
elves ;  for  without  it  we  can  do  neither. 

3  But  of  late,  fo  many  Inventions  are  fhrted  up  to 
lefeat  this  great  Principle  of  our  Freedom  and  Fe- 
icity,  as  feem  loudly  to  demand  the  Notice  of  the 
Public. 

•  In  the  Winter ,  Balls ,  Concerts ,  Operas ,  Ajjemblees , 
Mafquerades ,  Ridottos ,  Rout  ,  Drums ,  and  Twenty 
other  Piverfions,  to  the  very  Names  of  which  I  am  a 
Stranger,  continually  fclicit  People  to  be  idle. 

In  the  Sumner,  there  is  no  barring  at  any  Corner, 
without  meeting  with  Places  devoted  to  Amufement , 
or,  in  plain  Englifh,  to  driving  away  all  Thoughts  of 
private  0 economy,  or  of  public  Spirit :  and  this,  at  a 
time,  when  the  Nation,  as  well  as  Individuals,  are 
very  far  from  being  overburdened  with  Wealth. 

I  would  not  hereby  infinuate,  that  all  Diverfions 
fhould  be  fuppreffed  ;  but  the  Reafon  of  Mankind 
plainly  proves,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  indulged 
without  Rebricfion.  Why,  in  particular,  (hould  Con¬ 
trivances  be  permitted,  or  connived  at,  and  that  for 
the  fake  of  a  very  few,  who  fet  them  on  Foot  for 
their  own  fordid  Intereb,  to  feduce  thofe  who 
ought  to  work,  to  think  Work  a  Burden,  and  a 
Slavery?  Our  Anceflors  had  Holidays;  with  us  it  is 
Hoi  day  all  the  Year  round.  Formerly,  Peopledanced 
now-and-then  in  an  Evening:  Now,  Sundays  ex¬ 
cepted,  People  dance  every  Morning  of  the  Week. 

Evening  Collations  had  (ome  Reafon  ;  but  for  pub¬ 
lic  Breakfabs,  Dinners  with  Mufic,  and  Afternoon 
Entertainments,  what  Reafon  can  be  given  ?  Or  what 
mub  be  our  future  Condition,  who  in  the  prefent  de¬ 
caying  State  of  our  Trade,  when  we  have  more  for.* 
midable  Rivals  than  ever  in  our  foreign  Commerce, 
think  only  of  the  Mieans  of  forgetting  our  Danger, 
and,  conleopaently,  of  letting  Things  become  daily 
V/orfe  and  worfe?  Is  this  either  falfe,  or  exaggera¬ 
ting? 
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ting?  And  if  true,  can  there  be  any  thing  more  de¬ 
plorable  ? 

Can  there  be  any  thing  either  more  barbarous,  or 
more  unjuft,  than  to  countenance  Inventions  for 
making  Beggars,  who  are  afterwards  to  be  maintained 
by  the  Fruits  of  other  Peoples  Labours  ;  fo  that  thebeft 
Members  of  Society  are  left  to  drudge  for  the  worft? 

The  principal  and  genteeleft  public  Diverfions  were 
formerly  confined  to  the  Metropolis;  and  thole  chiefly 
to  the  Two  Theatres  :  and  thefe  were  reforted  tp  only 
in  the  Evening,  and  by  thofe  who  lived  at  a  Diftance, 
perhaps  but  once  a  Year. 

But  we  have  fecn,  befides  the  Breakfaftin°:s,  an  At- 
tempt  lately  made  ( Anno  1747.  in  the  Haymarket)  to 
engage  the  Mid-day  Hours,  and  very  much  reforted  to 
by  all  Ranks  of  People  ;  and  had  it  continued  to  meet 
with  Succefs,  would  have  been  followed,  no  doubt,  by  In¬ 
ventions  of  the  like  Kind  ;  and  then  we  fhould  have  fa- 
crificed  the  whole  Day  to  any  thing  that  carried  not  the 
Face  of  Bufinefs,  and  ufeful  Employment ;  and  the  Eve 
and  the  Ear  would  have  run  away  with  the  red  of  the 
Senfes. 

It  may  be  raid,  that  thefe  Diverfions  procure  many 
People  (But  who  are  the  People?)  a  Living,  caufe  a 
great  Circulation  of  Money,  and  increafe  the  Re¬ 
venue.  And  this  is  a  Part  of  that  Man- Devil  Doc¬ 
trine,  too  fuccefsfully  propagated  of  late  Years,  That 
private  Vices  are  public  Benefits.  Put  is  it  juft,  that 
Men  fhould  grow  rich  by  any  other  than  honeft  Em¬ 
ployments?  That  the  Manners  of  a  Nation  fhould  be 
debauched  for  the  gratifying  of  private  Avarice,  or  the 
fupplying  of  the  Neceftities,  which  the  Inventors  have, 
perhaps,  by  their  own  Extravagance,  brought  upon 
themfelves?  Does  the  Nation  grow  rich  by  idle  Peoples 
tolling  Money  from  Hand  to  Hand?  A  Nation  of 
Trade  and  Bufinefs  more  efpecially  ! — Iffo,  Gamefters 
muff  be  Patriots  ! — In  the  heft  Light  that  this  Argu¬ 
ment  can  be  placed,  the  Augmentation  of  the  public 

Revenue  h 
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^Revenue  ;  ought  fuch  a  Confideration  to  take  place  of 
iiIndustry,  by  which  alone  the  Public  can  be  a  du- 
kj rable  Gainer  ? 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  thefe  Evils  are  near,  if 
Knot  at,  their  Height;  and  that  they  will  foon,  from 
‘i  the  Neceffity  of  the  Cafe,  become  a  Suhjedf  for  the 
Animadverfion  of  a  Britijh  Parliament.  But  to  return  : 

There  is  an  incredible  Number  of  fine  Houfes  in  all 
if  thefe  Towns,  or  near  them  ;  which  in  other  Places 
'  would  pafs,  in  a  manner,  for  Palaces. 

Among  thefe  are  the  late  Lord  Peterborough's  at 
f  Par  fens -green ;  Lord  Halifax's  at  Bufhy-park  ;  Earl 
I  of  Strafford' s,  Earl  of  Shrewfbury  s ,  Earl  of  Burling - 
|  ton' s,  Earl  of  Grantham' s,  the  late  Lord  JVihnington' s, 

I  all  at  Chifwick  ;  the  late  Secretary  Johnfon' s,  at  Twick - 
j  enham  ;  and  Multitudes  of  others. 

But  I  mull  not  pafs  over  1  o  flightly,  the  noble  Seat 
i  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  o {  Burlington ^  at  Chifwick , 
i!  which  was  a  plain  ufeful  Houfe,  with  a  Number  of 
j  good  Offices  about  it :  but  as  a  Part  of  the  old  Houfe 
‘i  was  deftroyed  fome  Years  ago  by  Fire,  his  Lordfhip 
eredfed  a  beautiful  Villa  near  to  the  old  Houfe  ;  which, 
for  Elegance  of  Tafle,  furpafles  every  thing  of  its 
kind  in  England ,  if  not  in  Europe.  The  Court  in 
Front  of  the  Houfe  is  of  a  proportionable  Size  to  the 
Building,  which  is  gravelled,  and  kept  always  very 
neat.  On  each  Side  are  Yew-hedges,  in  Panels,  with 
Termini ,  placed  at  proper  Difiance  ;  in  Front  of  which 
are  planted  Two  Row's  of  Cedars  of  Libanus ,  which 
at  prefent  have  a  fine  Effect  to  the  Eye,  at  a  final! 
Difiance  from  the  Houfe  ;  for  the  dark  Shade  of  thefe 
folemn  ever-green  Trees  occafions  a  fine  Contrail  with 
the  elegant  white  Building  which  appears  between 
them. 

The  Afcent  to  the  Houfe  is  by  a  noble  Flight  of 
Stone  Steps,  on  one  Side  of  which  is  the  Statue  of 
Inigo  Jones ,  and  on  the  other  that  of  Palladio.  The 
Portico  is  fupported  by  fine  fluted  Pillars,  of  the  Ccrin- 

,o;'  ^  _  thian 
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thlan  Order  ;  and  the  Cornice,  Frize,  and  Architrave, 
are  as  rich  as  poffibie;  fo  that  the  Front  cf  this  Build¬ 
ing  ftrskes  every  Perfon  (though  not  a  nice  Judge  of 
Archite&ure)  with  uncommon  Pleafure. 

The  other  Front  towards  the  Carden  is  plainer; 
but  yet  is  very  bold  and  grand,  having  a  pleafmg 
Simplicity,  as  hath  alfo  the  Side- front,  toward  the 
Serpentine  River ,  which  is  different  from  the  other 
T  wo. 

1  he  Infide  of  the  Houfe  is  finifhed  in  the  highefl 
Tafle,  the  Cielings  being  richly  gilt  and  painted ; 
and  the  Rooms  are  filled  with  fome  of  the  beff  Pidlures 
in  Europe ;  and  though  the  Houfe  is  fmall,  yet  it 
would  take  up  more  Room  than  can  be  allowed  here, 
to  defer i be  the  particular  Beauties  of  it. 

The  Gardens  are  alfo  laid  out  in  an  elegant  Fafle. 
When  you  defeend  from  the  Houfe,  you  enter  on  a 
Lawn  of  Grafs,  planted  with  Clumps  of  ever-green 
Trees,  between  which  are  Two  Rows  of  large  Stone 
Cafes.  At  the  Ends  next  the  Houfe,  are  Two  fine 
Vv  olves  in  Stone,  cut  by  Mr.  S 'ceidmaker  the  famous 
Statuary  :  and  at  the  farther  End  are  Two  large  Lions ; 
and,  to  terminate  this  View,  are  Three  fine  antique 
Statues,  which  -were  dug  up  in  Adrians  Garden  at 
Rome,  with  Stone  Seats  between  each  ;  and  on  the 
Back  of  the  Statues  is  a  clofe  Plantation  of  Ever¬ 
greens,  which  terminates  the  ProfpeH. 

On  the  Right-hand,  as  you  go  from  the  Houfe, 
you  look  thro’  an  open  Grove  of  Foreft-trees,  to  the 
Orangery ;  which  is  feparated  from  the  Lawn  by  a 
1  auliee,  to  fecure  the  Orange-trees  from  being  in¬ 
jured  by  Perfons  who  are  admitted  to  wralk  in  the 
Garden;  fo  that  they  are  feen  as  perfedtly  (and  when 
the  Orange-trees  are  in  Flower,  the  Scent  is  diifufed 
over  the  whole  Lawn  to  the  Houfe)  as  if  the  Trees 
were  placed  on  the  Lawn. 

On  the  left-hand  you  have  an  eafy  Slope  of  Grafs 
down  to  the  Serpentine  River3  on  the  Side  of  which 

are 
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5 re  Clumps  cf  Ever-greens,  which  make  agreeable 
:  Breaks  to  the  Eye,  between  which  the  Water  is  feen  ; 
band  at  the  farther  End  is  a  Peep  into  an  Inclofure, 
Where  are  an  Obel  fk  and  a  Roman  "1  emple,  with 
a  Grafs  Slopes,  and  a  circular  Piece  of  Water  in  the 
\  Middle. 

From  this  Lawn  you  are  led  to  the  Wildernefs, 
^through  which  are  three  ficrait  Avenues,  terminated 
by  Three  different  Buildings;  and  within  the  Quarters 
are  Serpentine  Walks,  thro5  which  you  may  walk  near 
la  Mile  in  confiant  Shade. 

On  each  Side  the  Serpentine  River  are  Grafs 
Walks,  which  follow  the  Turns  of  the  River;  and 
l1  on  the  Right-hand  of  the  River  is  a  Building,  which 
is  the  exadl  Model  of  the  Portico  of  Covent-Garden 
Church  ;  and  on  the  Left  is  a  Wildernefs,  which  is 
laid  out  in  regular  Walks. 

Over  the  River,  in  the  middle  Part,  is  a  Palladian 
Bridge  of  Wood. 

Next  the  Road,  his  Lordfhip  has  raifed  a  Terrace 
(with  the  Earth  which  came  out  of  the  River),  from 
whence  you  have  a  Profpedt  of  the  adjacent  Country  ; 
and  when  the  Tide  is  up,  you  fee  the  Water  of  the 
Thames ,  with  the  Boats  and  Barges  palling,  which 
greatly  enlivens  the  Pfofpcdl.  In  a  Word,  there  is 
more  Variety  in  this  Garden,  than  can  be  found  in 
any  other  of  the  fame  Size  in  England ,  or  perhaps  in 
Europe . 

At  North- End*,  near  Hamerfmith ,  are  the  hand- 
fome  Houfe  and  finely  difpofed  Gardens,  of  the  Earl 
Brooke ,  and  of  the  late  Sir  John  Stanley ,  a  Gentle¬ 
man  of  equal  Honour,  Politenefs,  Learning,  and 
Knowlege;  which  fine  Qualities,  and  his  beneficent 
Mind,  and  Charities,  made  him  an  Ornament  to  the 
Age  he  lived  in,  and,  tho5  he  dy’d  in  a  good  old  Age, 
infinitely  regretted  by  all  who  had  the  Honour  of  his 
Acquaintance. 

I  have 
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I  have  now  travers’d  the  belt  Part  of  Mid  die f ex ,  a 
County  made  rich,  pleafant,  and  populous,  by  the 
Neighbourhood  of  London.  The  Borders  of  the  Coun¬ 
ty  have  Three  Market-towns,  Staves,  Cell  rook,  and 
Uxbridge:  (he  1  aft  is  a  pleafant  large  Town,  full  of 
good  Inns,  as  the  others  are,  and  famous,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  for  having  abundance  of  fine  Seats  of  Gentlemen, 
and  Perfons  of  Quality,  in  the  Neigbourhood.  I  fhould 
never  have  done,  were  I  to  pretend  to  deferibe,  tho? 
ever  fj  /lightly,  the  large  Towns  on  both  Sides  the- 


River ;  as 
Lambeth , 
flatter fea, 
Wandfworth, 
Fulham , 
Putney , 
Barnet, 


Roehampton , 
Hamer fmith , 
LIP  or  t  lack, 
Brentford , 
Kew* 


IJleworth, 

7  wickenbam , 
Padington , 

A  LI  on, 

Ealing , 

And  others: 


Richmond,  _ _ _ 

All  crouded  and  furrounded  with  fine  Houles,  or  ra-8* 
ther  Palaces,  of  the  Nobility,  Quality,  and  Gentry,  of 
England. 


But  I  fhotdd  be  guilty  of  a  great  Negle$,  if  I 
palled  by  that  equally  elegant  and  noble  Structure  called 
Gunnerjbu ry-houfe,  belonging  to  Henry  Furnefe ,  Efq; 

It  is  fltuated  near  Ealing ,  between  the  Two  great 
WeHern  Roads,  and  Hands  on  an  Eminence,  the 
Ground  falling  gradually  from  it  to  the  Brentford 
Road  ;  fo  that  from  the  Portico  in'  the  Back-front  of 


tne  Houfe,  you  have  an  exceeding  fine  ProfpeTt  of 
the  County  of  Surry,  the  River  of  Fkames ,  and  all 
the  Meadows  on  the  Borders  for  fome  Miles,  as  alfo, 
in  clear  Weather,  a  good  View  of  London.  This 
Houle  was  built  by  Mr.  Web,  who  was  Son-in-law 
to  the  famous  Inigo  Jones  ;  and,  indeed,  the  Archi¬ 
tecture  fhews,  that  if  it  was  not  plann’d  by  that  cele¬ 
brated  Architect  himfclf,  it  was  defigned  by  fome 
Scholar  or  his;  for  altho’ the  Building  is  as  plain  as 
pofiible,  yet  there  is  a  fimple  Boldnefs  in  it,  which 

graces 
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graces  all  the  Works  of  that  excellent  Artift;  rarely  to 
be  found  in  thofe  of  other  Architects. 

T  he  Apartments  in  the  Houfe  are  extremely  conve- 
n’ent,  and  well  contrived.  The  Hall  is  very  large, 
having  Rows  of  Columns  on  each  Side,  from  thence 
you  afcend,  by  a  noble  Flight  of  Stairs,  to  a  Salon, 
which  is  a  double  Cube  of  Twenty-five  feet,  and  moft 
elegantly  furnifhed. 

From  this  Room  is  the  Entrance  to  the  Portico  on 
the  Back- front  of  the  Houfe,  which  is  fupported  by 
Columns,  and  is  a  delightful  Place  to  fit  in,  during  the 
Afternoon,  in  the  Summer- feafon  ;  for,  as  it  faces  the 
South- eaft,  the  Sun  fhines  on  it  no  longer  than  Two 
of  the  Clock  ;  but,  extending  its  Beams  over  the  Coun¬ 
try,  which  is  open  to  the  View,  renders  the  Profpedt 
very' delightful. 

On  going  out  of  the  Houfe  into  the  Garden,  you 
afcend  a  noble  Terrace,  the  whole  Width  of  the  Gar¬ 
den,  whence  you  have  a  fine  Survey  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  Country,  and  on  which  you  may  walk  dry  after 
the  greateft  Rains.  From  this  Terrace  you  defcend  to 
the  Garden  by  a  beautiful  Flight  of  Stone  Steps,  the 
upper  Part  of  which  is  concave,  with  a  grand  Stone 
Balu  trade  on  each  Side,  as  alfo  on  the  Coping  of  the 
Wall  the  Length  of  the  Houfe,  which  makes  a  fine 
Appearance  from  the  Road  :  but  the  Gardens  are  laid 
out  too  plain,  having  the  Walls  in  View  on  every 
Side. 

There  are  but  Three  more  Market-towns  in  Mid- 
d/efex  ;  viz.  Brentford ,  the  County-town,  Edgware , 
and  Enfield ;  the  Neighbourhoods  of  all  which  are 
adorned  with  Seats  of  the  Gentry,  many  of  which 
might  deferve  a  particular  Defcription,  had  I  room  to 
give  it. 

And  now  I  enter  the  County  of  Hertford. ,  a  fruit- 
full  Soil,  as  it  is  managed;  for  his  certain,  it  is  more 

indebted,  for  its  Fertility,  to  the  Sagacity  and  Induflry 

of 
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Oi  the  Hu  1  oand man,  than  to  Nature,  Rich  IVTeadows 
aie  feldom  found  here  ;  for  it  affords  not  any  large 
Rivers:  the  Arable  hath  generally  too  much  Gravel, 
or  too  much  Clay;  but  thefe  Lift  cold  and  wet  Lands 
have  been  within  thefe  Forty  Years  greatly  improved, 
by  draining  oft  the  Rain-water,  which  ftagnated  on  the 
clayey  outface,  as  in  a  Cup,  arid  chilled  the  Roots  of 
the  Corn;  an  Invention,  called  Buft>  draining. 

f  he  County  is  welLwatered  for  the  Conveniency 
or  the  Inhabitants  ;  tho’  the  Lea  is  the  only  navigable 
Sheam  in  it,  which  has  its  Rife  in  Bedfordfhire ;  of 
which  more  anon.  But  this  County  affumes  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  giving  Rife  to  feveral  Rivers;  viz,  the  Parifh  of 
lying:  to  the  Thames  which,  leaving  the  County  at 
Putenham ,  goes  by  Aylefbury  to  cibame ,  and  thence  by 
IL heathy -bridge  to  Dorchejier ,  and  fails  into  the  IJis. 

1  he  County  may  be  divided  into  Three  Parts  pretty 
equal,  by  I  wo  great  Roads,  one  Part  lying  between 
tne  North  Road,  which  goes  thro’  Llertford  to  A Tot- 
tingham ,  czc.  and  tne  Borders  of  Cambridgejhire  North, 
ann  tnofe  of  EJJex  Eaft.  Another  Part  lying  between 
that  Road  and  the  other,  which  leads  thro’  St.  Albans 
to  Coventry  and  Chefler ;  and  the  Third  lying  between 
this  laft  Road,  and  the  Borders  of  Middle fex,  South,  and 
tbofe  of  Bucks  Weft. 

I  fhall  begin  with  the  laft  at  Eajl-Barnct ,  a 
Thoroughfare-town  of  Note,  and  well  fupplied  with 
Inns,  it  lies  high  and  pleafant,  and  was  formerly  fre¬ 
quented  far  its  medicinal  Waters,  and  now  for  its 
Swine-market.  It  has  in  its  Neighbourhood  feveral 
very  nancriome  Ho  Yes  of  the  Londoners,  and  which  are 
the  more  pleafant  by  being  fo  near  the  Chace. 

Bo  t eridge  is  near  it  alio,  and  is  a  very  pleafant  Vil¬ 
lage.  It  is  fituated  on  a  fine  Eminence,  looking  to  the 
North,  over  the  St.  Albans  Road  into  the  Ford! ;  and 
on. the  South,  over  the  Edgware  Road,  to  Harrow ,  See. 
It  very  clean,  and  has  feveral  very  good  Iloufes  in  it. 
1  he  R=oad  from  Hamftead ,  here,  is  extremely  pleafant, 

and 
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'land  fo  well  repaired,  that  in  the  world  Seafon  there  is 
fcarce  any  Water  or  Dirt  remaining  in  it;  and  as  it 
lies  not  on  any  great  Road,  there  are  no  heavy  Carri¬ 
ages  palling  that  Way;  therefore  a  fmall  Expence  an¬ 
nually,  well  laid  out,  will  always  keep  this  Road  in  ex¬ 
cellent  Repair. 

Cheaping- Barnet  lies  a  lit  le  North,  in  the  St.  Allans 
Road  ;  and  is  remarkable  for  the  decifive  Cattle  fought 
there  on  Eajler-day  1468.  between  the  Houfes  of  fork 
and  Lancafler ,  in  which  the  great  Earl  of  Warwick , 
ftyled  Make-king ,  was  killed,  with  many  of  the  prime 
Nobility,  and  10,000  Men.  The  Place  fuppofed  to  be 
the  Field  of  Battle,  is  a  green  Spot  near  Kicks- end.  be¬ 
tween  St.  Albans  and  Hatfield  Roads,  a  little  before 
they  meet.  And  here,  Anno  1740.  a  Stone  Column 
was  e redded,  on  which,  is  a  long  Infer iption,  giving  a 
particular  Account  of  that  Battle.  The  Manor  is  in 
the  Property  of  the  Duke  of  Chandos.  An  hand  fo  me 
Row  of  Six  Alms- houfes,  for  fo  many  Widows,  found¬ 
ed  by  James  Rave njcr oft ,  E  q;  in  1672.  with  a  little 
Furniture  to  each,  is  in  the  Street.  Queen  Elizabeth 
built  a  F reefehool - houfe  of  Brick  in  the  fame  Street, 
where  Nine  Children  are  taught  gratis ,  and  all  other 
Boys  at  Five  Shillings  the  Quarter. 

About  1  wo  Miles  N.  W.  from  hence,  on  the  Left- 
hand,  lies  Durhams ,  formerly  the  Seat  of  the  Auftins , 
but  is  now  the  Property  of  the  Earl  of  Albemarle ,  who 
,  purchafed  it  of  Sir  John  Auftin ,  and  has  fince  greatly 
beautified  the  beat,  by  laying  moft  of  the  neighbouring 
Fields  belonging  to  the  Mate,  into  a  Park,  and  turn¬ 
ing  and  repairing  of  the  Roads.  The  Houfe  Hands  on 
an  Eminence,  lituated  in  a  fmall  Valley,  furrounded 
with  pretty  high  Hills  at  a  little  Difiance,  lb  that  in  the 
Summer  Months  it  is  an  agreeable  Retirement  :  but 
the  Soil  all  around  it  being  a  ftrong  Clay,  all  the  Rain 
which  falls  in  Winter  being  detained  on  the  Surface, 
renders  the  Situation  very  cold  and  mqift.  Add  to  this 
the  want  of  good  Water  and  Timber  near  the  Houfe 
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(except  the  young  Trees,  which  have  been  planted  by 
his”  Lordfhip)  5  and,  upon  the  Whole,  it  cannot  be 
efteemed  a  good  Seat, 

Idleftrey  or  Eljlre ,  is  a  Village  on  the  Roman  Wat* 
ling-jheet*  on  the  very  Edge  of  REiddlefex  5  but  it  is 
chieHy  noted  for  its  Situation,  near  Brockley-htiP  by  Sum- 
mere,’ which  affords  a  lovely  View  crofs  Mlddlefex% 
over  the  Thames ,  into  Surry*  Near  this  is  KcndaU 
Wood,  where  formerly  was  found  an  old  Flint- Wall, 
fo  hard  as  not  to  yield  to  the  Strokes  of  the  Pick-ax ;  as 
likewife  an  Oven/  Mr.  Philpot ,  digging  his  Canal,  and 
Foundations  for  his  Buildings,  upon  the  Spot  of  the  old 
City  Sudlaniads*  found  many  Coins,  Urns,  and  other 
Antiquities.  They  have  a  Proverb  here,  relating  to  th(| 
Antiquities : 

Ho  Heart  can  think ,  nor  Tongue  can  tell* 

What  lies  'tween  Brockley-hili  and  Penny  we], 

Pennywel  is  a  Parcel  of  doles  acrofs  the  Valley  be- 
beyond  Brockley-hili ,  where  foundations  arc  dncernible, 
and  where,  they  fay,  has  been  a  City, 

About  Two  Miles  farther  Weft  lies  Watford*  a  Mar¬ 
ket*  town,  Seventeen  Miles  from  London*  upon  the 
Colne*  where  it  hath  Two^Streams,  which  run  fepa- 
j-ately  to  Rkkmepj worth f  Several  Alms- homes  belong 
to  this  Town,  and  an  handfbme  b  reeicboc-l,  buipt  in 
1704-  and  (hulked  1709,  by  Elizabeth  lydUr ,  Widow 5 
and  in  the  Church  are  feveral  handfome  Mon u men's.. 
The  Town  is  very  long,  having  but  one  Street,  which 
js  the  public,  and  fo  is  extremely  dirty  in  Wfotgi.  §  and 
the  Waters  of  the  River,  at  the  Entrance  of  the  P©wnf 
wem  often  fo  much  fwefted  by  bloods,  as  to  be  Ltv 
paffable.  Rut,  in  the  Year  1750,  at  the  Entrance  of 
Watford*  the  Road  was  raifed  by  a  volun'ary  Subfcpp* 
f Ion  j  whereby  the  Riv§r  is  now  confined  within  iti 
Rounds s  and  every  Difad  vantage  formerly  experienced 
intWy  removed* 
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*i  CaJJioberry ,  the  Seat  of  the  Earl  of  Ejfex,  is  the  next 
ithing  that  octurs  worth  notice,  and  |s  elegant.  The 
^Situation  is  the  bed  in  the  County,  upon  a  dry  Spot, 
jwithin  a  Park  of  a  large  Extent :  the  Houfe  is  built  in 
[Form  of  an  ft  :  the  Middle  and  the  Eaft  Wing  is  mo* 
Idem,  and  in  good  Repair  ;  but  the  Wed  Wing  is  very 
^cld,  and  by  no  means  correfponding  with  the  other 
t  Parts  of  the  Houfe.  The  Front  faces  the  South- eaft, 
land  looks  directly  on  the  Houfe  in  J\/Lore~P  ark  ^  on 
which  the  late  Mr.  Stiles  expended  fuch  great  Sums  of 
Money,  and  which  has  a  noble  Afpecd  from  Cofjioberry • 
houfe.  In  the  front  of  the  Houfe  is  a  fine  dry  Lawn 
of  Grafs,  which  immediately  after  the  heavied  Winter 
Rains  may  be  rode  or  walked  on,  as  on  the  dried 
Downs  >  and  a  utd.e  below  the  Houfe  is  a  River,  which 
winds  tniough  the  Park,  and  in  the  dneft  Seafons  con- 
flantly  runs  with  a  fine  Stream,  affording  threat  Plenty 
of  Trout,  Cray  fdh,  and  indeed  mod  other  Kirds  of 
Frefli-water  Fifh.  On  the  North  and  Ead-ddes  of  the 
,  Houfe  are  large  Wood- walks,  which  were  planted  by 
tne  famous  Le  Notre,  in  the  Reign  cf  Charles  FI,  The 
Woods  have  many  large  Beech  and  Oak-trees  in  them  5 
but  the  principal  Walks  ^planted  with  Lime-trees, 
and  thefe  are  mod  of  them  too  narrow  for  their  Length, 
and  too  regular  for  the  modern  Tade.  On  the  other 
t- ide  of  the  River,  the  Ground  rifes  to  a  copfidersble 
Height,  which  affords  an  agreeable  Variety  \  part  of 
which  being  covered  with  (lately  Woods,  appearing  at 
a  proper  Diftance  from  the  front  of  the  Houfe,  have  a 
fine  Effefl  to  the  Eye,  In  fliort,  the  whole  Spot  (if  a 
fmal]  La  pence  were  bedowed  to  im  prove  and  pyr  it  mom 

in  the  modern T sfte)  would  be  one  of  the  finfft  F?ac« 
Bear  London , 


Near  Cajftoberry  is  g  pleafznt  Seat,  belonging  to  Lord 
Hot)  nmd,  called  Langleybury* 

T,  Ri^merJworth  is  a  Market-town,  within  Three  or 
pour  Miles  Wed  of  Watford,  It  gave  Birth  to  'SR 
i  bom  at  White  3  Mcrcoant-Tajior  of  London^  who 
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founded  Glouc eft er- hall ,  and  St.  John  s  College  in  Ox- 
for  el  Here  are  Two  Alms-houfes,  one  for  Four™ 
the  other  for  Five  Widows. 

We  vifited  in  this  Neighbourhood  More-Park ,  with 
a  fine  Houfe  in  it,  of  the  late  Duke  of  Monmouth , 
(landing  upon  the  Side  of  the  Hill,  facing  Caffioherry , 
on  the  other  Side  of  the  River.  It  has  been  allowed 
one  of  the  beft  Pieces  of  Brick-work  in  England.  Sir 
William  Temple  commends  the  Garden  ,as  one  of  the 
beft  laid  out  in  England .  The  Duchefs  of  Monmouth , 
on  whom  it  was  fettled'- by  Marriage,  fold  it  in  1720. 
to  Benjamin  Hefkins  Sti  es ,  Efq;  who  built  a  South  Front 
of  Stone  with  Colonnades,  by  which  an  Opening  was 
made  thro’  the  Hill,  that  once  obftrudled  its  View  to¬ 
ward  Uxbridge .  A  North  Front  was  alfo  erecfted,  and 
the  Hill  towards  Watford  cut  thro*  for  a  Vifta.  In 
digging  this  Hill,  Veins  of  Sea- land,  with  MufTels  in 
it,  were  found. 

Abbots- Langley,  22  Miles  from  London,  fituated  about 
Three  Miles  North  of  Caffioherry ,  in  a  good  Air  and 
Soil,  is  remarkable  for  the  Birth  of  an  Englijh  Pope, 
Nicolas  Brakefpear ,  by  the  Title  of  Adrian  IV.  The 
Emperor  Frederic  held  his  Stirrup,  while  he  demounted. 
Fie  was  choaked,  as  fome  fay,  by  a  Fifh,  and,  as  others, 
by  a  Quinfy  :  but  it  is  an  indeleble  Stain  on  his  Me¬ 
mory,  that,  when  Sovereign  Pontiff,  he  fuffered  his  Mo¬ 
ther  to  be  maintained  by  the  Alms  of  the  Church  of 
Canterbury. 

We  proceeded  to  Kings- Langley ,  fo  called,  becaufe 
Henry  III.  built  himfelf  a  Royal  Houfe  here,  of  which 
the  Ruins  frill  exift;  and  here  was  bom  and  buried 
Edmund  de  Langley ,  Duke  of  York,  Fifth  Son  of  Ed- 
ward  III.  and  his  Wife  ffabel ,  youngeft  Daughter  of 
Don  Pedro ,  King  of  Cafile,  was  alfo  buried  here  j  and 
the  Tomb  is  in  the  Church  of  this  Place. 

We  next  went  to  Hempfed ,  a  little  farther  North, 
and  about  23  Miles  from  London ,  a  Bailiwick  Corporate 
Town.  It  has  thegreateft  Corn-market  in  the  County, 

or 
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cr  perhaps  in  England ;  in  which  20,000  /.  a  Week  are 
frequently  returned  for  Meal  only.  Eleven  Pair  of  Mills 
ffand  within  Four  Miles  of  the  Place,  which  bfirw  a 
great  Trade  to  it :  but  the  Road  is  by  this  means  fo  con™ 
tinually  torn,  that  it  is  one  of  the  worft:  Turnpikes 
round  about  London .  ^  • 

A  little  North  of  Hempfied  we  turned  Weft,  ami 
came  to  Great  Barkhamjied ,  about  24  computed  Miles 
iiOiii  London.  It  is  a  very  antient  Town,  which  for 
many  Hundreds  of  Years  has  been  one  of  the  Crown 
Manors,  which  granted  to  it  many  very  ample  Privi- 
lego-  E  annexed  to  the  Dukedom  of  Com- 

■wau  £  he  Caftle  and  Manor  are  at  preferit  held,  by 
Leafe  from  the  Crown,  by  Edward  Carey,  Efq;  which 
was  obtained  by  his  Anceftors  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
,  Barkbatn/ied  has  evidently  been  a  Roman  Town,  ’  by 
tne  Name  of  Durolnvee ;  and  probably  the  Caftle 
lianas  upon  a  Roman  Foundation.  Roman  Coins  are 
frequently  dug  up  there.  It  is  moft  pleafantly  erivh  oned 
witp  high  and  hard  Ground,  full  of  Hedge- rows,  Paftures 
and  Arabie,  tho’  fituated  upon  the  South-fide  of  a 
Marfh  It  extends  itfelf  far  in  handfome  Buildings,  and 
a  broaj  Street.  In  the  Time  of  the  Heptarchy,  it  was 
ne  a^ence  of  the  ivings  of  Mercia  j  and  here  Wipht- 
rea  King  of  Kent  and  Mercia ,  in  the  Year  697.  held 

hfhed  'ament :  here  alf°  K'nS  Im'S  LWS  WCre  ?ub* 

.  1Fe  Caftle'  was  judicioufly  fet  on  the  North-fide  of 
tne  Down  on  dry  Ground,  among  Springs,  and -made 
exceedingly  ftrong  by  the  Saxons.  It  was  rebuilt  by 
Moreton,  Earl  of  Cornwall,  Brother  to  William  the  Con¬ 
queror,  and  rated  for  Rebellion  in  his  Son’s  Time,  and 
o,  with  the  Manor,  fell  to  the  Crown.  Henry  II. 
kept  his  Court  here,  and  granted  great  Privileges  to  the 
riace.  1  he  Caftle  was  afterwards  rebuilt,  as  it  is 
taought,  in  the  Reign  of  King  John ;  for  the  Dau- 
P  ,,  of  F™nc^  m  Conjunction  with  thg  Barons,  be- 
V0L’  11  •  I  feed 
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fieged  it,  and  the  Defendants  furrendered  not  till  they 
had  the  King’s  Orders  for  it. 

When  the  Caftle  was  de  mol  idled,  a  large  Houfe  was 
built  out  of  its  Ruins,  which  is  beautifully  fi  uated. 
What  now  remainsof  it  is  but  the  third  Part,  and  the 
Back  of  the  great  PJoufe ;  for  the  other  two  I  birds 
were  deftroyed  by  Fire,  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  I.  it 
was  in  K.  James's  Time  a  Nurfery  for  that  Prince’s 
Children;  and  Prince  Henry  and  Prince  Charles  were 
bred  up  there  ;  and  in  the  Time  of  the  Grand  Rebellion, 
Colonel  AxteU  a  Parliament- Officer,  held  it.  It  is 
now  in  the  PoiTeffion  of  the  Roper  Family. 

The  Corporation  funk  in  the  War  between  the  King 
and  Parliament.  In  King  Charles  IP's  Time  an  At¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  revive  the  Charter  ;  but  it  was  dropt. 
This  Body  Politic  is  now  reduced  to  a  Skeleton,  like  the 
Caftle ;  which  is  only  to  be  known  by  its  Moats  and 


Walls. 

The  Caftle  contains,  within  its  ftrft  Moat,  Four  or 
Five  Acres.  There  is  again  a  Divifton  by  another  Moat. 
The  South  Part,  confiding  of  about  Two  Acres,  is 
upon  a  Level  with  moft  of  the  outward  Walls  and 
Chimneys  remaining.  I  owards  the  North,  acrofs  a 
Moat,  is  an  high  Hill,  or  Keep,  capable  of  defending 
itfelf  againft  the  former,  ifpoffefTed  byanEnemy0  The 
Traces  of  the  Bridge  of  Communication,  and  the  Moat 
dividing  thefe  Two  Places  of  Strength,  are  continued 
to  the  grand  one,  that  takes  in  the  whole  Site  of  the 
Fortification.  The  Remains  of  the  Bridge  for  Entrance 
from  the  Town  are  vifible,  anfwering  exadUy  to  the 
other,  as  the  North  of  the  firft  Area,  which  led  to  the 
Hills. 

In  this  Town  was  the  famous  Interview  between 
William  the  Conqueror  and  the  Rnglijh  Nobility,  in  bis 
March  towards  London ,  after  his  Victory  over  Harold. 
He  pa  (Ted  the  Thames  at  Wallingford ,  and  was  going 
forward  to  St.  Albans ,  when  the  Bout  Abbat  Frederic 
Propped  his  March,  by  Trees,  &V.  till  he  could  get  the 
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Englijb  Nobility  together ;  and  then  he  made  him  (wear 
to  keep  inviolably  the  good  and  antient  Laws  of  the 
Kingdom  ;  yet  he  took  away  all  their  Lands,  and'  di¬ 
vided  them  among  his  hungry  Normans. 

This  Town  gives  Name  to  the  Deanry.  The 
Church  is  handfome,  dedicated  to  St  .Peter  \  it  has  had 
ma»y  Chapels  and  Oratories.  On  the  Pillars  of  the 
Church  are  the  Eleven  Apoilles,  with  each  of  them  a 
Sentence  of  the  Creed,  and  St.  George  killing  a  Dragon, 
on  the  1  welfT.  Thefe  were  whited  over  by  the  Zeal 
of  the  late  Times,  and  are  but  lately  come  to  Light. 

1  he  Chapel  of  St.  John  is  ufed  only  by  the  Mailer, 
Ufhers,  and  Scholars  of  the  FreefchooL  St.  Leonard's 
Hofpital  was  at  the  South-eail  End  of  the  High-flreet, 
and  St.  James’s  Hofpital  at  the  other  End.  "The  free 
Gramm ar-fchool  was  built  by  Dean  Incent,  of  St. 
Paul's.  It  is  an  handfome  brick  Structure,  with  an 
Apartment  at  one  End  for  the  Mailer,  at  the  other  for 
the  Ufher  and  Chantry-Clerk.  It  was  20  Years  in 
building.  ' 

Tring,  being  28  computed  Miles  from  London ,  is  a 
fmall  Market-town,  Handing  upon  the  Extremity  of 
Hertfordjhire ,  next  to  Buckinghamjhire ,  Eaft  of/and 
near,  the  Ikening-Jlreet. 

It  is  very  antient,^  and  was  formerly  a  Royal  Ma¬ 
nor;  but  now  pofTefled  by  Mr.  Gore ,  who  has  made  a 
Park  of  300  Acres,  of  which  Part  is  on  the  Chiltern . 
In  it  is  a  beautiful  Wood  incloied,  lying  clofe  to  the 
Lzening-ftreet.  Mr.  Gore  has  beautified  and  wainicoted 
the  Church  in  a  moil  elegant  Manner,  and  gives  20  /. 
per  Annum  for  a  Charity-School.  The  Church  is  aii 
handfome  Pile  of  Building,  with  a  Ring  of  Six  Bells. 
The  Chancel  was  wainfcoted  by  Sir  Richard  And  erf  on. 
It  is  decent  and  capacious,  and  worthy  of  a  Choir.  Both 
Church  and  Chancel  are  paved  with  Eree-ilone;  the 
Pillars  are  painted  ;  the  Pulpit'and  Sounding-board  are 

of  fine  Inlaid-work  5  and  an  handfome  Veflry  is  under 
the  Belfry.  -  J 

I  2  Among 
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Among  other  Monuments  is  a  magnificent  one  for 
Sir  William  Gore  and  his  Lady ;  with  Infcriptions  to 
their  Honour. 

The  People  of  this  Place  muft  be  believed  to  be  highly 
addicted  to  Superftition,  if  we  form  our  Notions  of 
them  from  the  Barbarity  great  Numbers  of  them  ex- 
ercifed,  in  the  Month  of  April  1751.  thro’  the  Inftiga- 
tion  of  a  Publican,  who  took  himfelf  to  be  bewitched 
by  one  Ruth  OJbcurne ,  and  her  Huiband,  Two  poor 
Creatures  ;  whom,  after  various  Infiances  of  the  moft 
diabolical  Rage,  under  Pretence  of  the  exploded  Trial  of 
Ducking,  they  dragged  about  the  Length  of  Two 
Miles,  and  threw  into  a  muddy  Stream  ;  thro’  which 
ill  Ufage  the  Woman  died,  and  for  which  one  Collins 
buffered  Death. 

This  melancholy  Event,  however,  may  contribute 
to  demon li  rate  the  Wifdom  of  the  Legiflature  in  that 
Act  which  we  (hall,  in  our  Account  0 {  Lancajhire,  ob¬ 
serve  was  palled  in  the  9th  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
in  order  to  prevent  ignorant  or  malicious  People  from 
wreaking  the  fad  Effects  of  their  Superftition  or  Cruelty 
on  their  innocent,  perhaps  helplefs,  and,  as  here,  de¬ 
crepit  Neighbours,  the  true  Objebfs  of  Humanity  and 
Charity,  not  of  lawlefs  Barbarity,  and  wild  Enthu- 
fiafm. 

From  Brings  I  paffed  next  Eafhvard,  and  came  to 
Gadefden-i ittle  ;  where  I  had  heard  was  a  fine  Pro¬ 
pped,  and  I  wanted  not  Curiufity  to  fee  it.  This  Vill 
has  Cawley-Wood  and  Ivingo- Hills  on  the  North-weft, 
Aidbury-Cliffs  on  the  South- weft,  Durjl able -Downs  to 
the  North.  The  Profpeft  I  mean  is  from  one  Part  of 
this  Par ifh,  to  which  a  Common  of  fine  Turf  leads 
under  the  Duke  of  Bridgwater's  fhady  Park  ;  and  a 
noble  one  it  is  of  three  Counties,  worthy  of  the  Pencil 
of  the  greateft  A r lift  in  Landfchape. 

The  Variety  of  Woods,  Clifts,  Arable  and  Pafture, 
are  charming  ;  but  one  muft  be  tempted  to  half  a  MilVsi 
i  kafj-nt  Exercife  to  get  to  the  beautiful  Scene. 

Cawley - 
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Cawley-wood ,  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Bridwa- 
ter ,  is  a  fmall  Covert,  a  Mile  from  hence,  at  the  Top 
of  a  Hill,  in  Bucks ,  one  of  the  greateft  Landmarks  in 
the  South  of  England,  which  overlooks  Eleven  Coun¬ 
ties.  It  ftands  as  a  Monument  to  fhew,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  modern  Improvements,  that  Nature  will  not 
be  outdone  by  Art. 

Now  I  am  on  this  Subjecl,  I  (hall  juft  mention  Pen- 
ley-lodge ,  for  a  moft  delightful  Retirement  to  a  Man 
who  wants  to  deceive  Life,  in  an  Habitation  which  has 
all  the  Charms  Nature  can  give.  There  is  behind  a 
large  Common  of  fine  Turf,  bounded  by  a  Wood  on 
the  Weft,  to  which  if  one  afcend  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile, 
he  has  a  View  of  Nor iham.pt onfldre  and  Warwickjhire . 
From  the  Houfe,  a  fern  Circular  Profpc6t  of  Bedford- 
Jhire ,  Middlefeex ,  and  Bucks  ;  a  bended  one  towards 
Ivingo  and  Aldbury- Cliff's,  with  the  fhady  Woods  of 
the  Dukes  of  Leeds  and  Bridgwater  Teeming  to  hang  over 
the  Rivulet  called  Bulborn. 

The  Manor  of  Aldbury  lies  North-eaft  of  Bring,  and 
in  the  Way  to  Gadefden .  It  belongs  to  the  Duke  of 
Leeds ,  whofe  Father  married  the  Heirefs  of  the  Family 
of  Hyde  ;  and  fo  does  Muniborough-  Hill  lie  in  the  Way 
from  Aldbury  to  Little -Gadefden ,  and  affords  an  hand¬ 
le  me  ProfpcdL 

Af)rldge  ftands  near  Aldbury ,  but  in  Bucks ,  an  undent 
Man:  ion -houfe.  and  fine  Park,  belonging  to  the  Duke 
of  Bridgwater. 

r>  1 

Gadefden  is  famous  for  the  Birth  of  fohn  de  Gadef¬ 
den ,  who  flourifhed  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Fourteenth 
Century ;  the  firft  Englijhman  who  was  a  Court  Phy- 
fician,  and  of  whofe  Skill  Chaucer  makes  honourable 
Mention,  in  his  Dodlor  of  Phy fee,  prefixed  to  his  Can¬ 
terbury  Hales  \  tho’  D  .  Freind ,  from  Johns  own 
Books,  will  not  allow  him  to  deferve  it.  There  are 
feveral  Monuments  in  the  Chancel  of  this  Church 
of  the  Bridgwater  Family;  whofe  finely  fituated 
Seat  and  Park  at  AJhridge ,  formerly  a  Royal  Houfe  of 

1  3  Fleafure, 
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Pleafure,  and  where  Edward  I.  held  a  Parliament  in 
the  Nineteenth  Year  of  his  Reign,  is  in  this  Parifh,  but 
in  the  County  of  Bucks .  The  Duke  is  Lord  of  this 
Manor,  as  alfb  of  that  of  Great-Gadefden. 

I  crofs’d  oyer  a  Slip  (as  I  may  call  it)  of  Bucks ,  winch 
runs  into  Hertfordjhire ,  between  Aldbury  and  Kenfworth- 
Green ,  which  lies  a  little  South  of  the  Road  which  leads 
from  St.  Albans  to  Dunflable,  and  is  a  Situation  fur- 
priiingly  fine,  about  half  a  Mile  in  Length,  a  good 
TurF,  and  level,  with  Whip], nap  e-Woods  on  the  Rack  of 
it,  andRows  of  bish  Trees  on  the  other  Side.  Nothing 
but  Sky  is  to  be  feen  from  it  oneWay  ;  and  the  other 
we  have  only  a  View  of  the  Top  of  a  Grove,  at  Mar¬ 
ket-Cell.  It  feetns  to  claim  a  Preference  of  every  Place 
in  the  County  for  a  Cell;  yet  never  had  one  on  it  :  it 
comes  very  little  fhort  of  the  famous  Guy's  Cliff,  near 
Warwick .  There  the fhady  Grove,  aqd  rolling  Stream 
below  it,  make  a  beautiful  Scene  for  Solitude  :  here  the 
W oods  and  Trees  afford  Shade  enough,  and  the  pure 
circumambient  Ether,  with  nothing  in  View  but  the 
Tops  of  Trees,  would  make  an  Hermit  think  himfelf 
another  World. 

Here  I  came  into  the  Road,  and  fo  turned  South-eaft 
for  St.  Albans ,  thro’  Flam/lead  Pariffi,  where  is  a  well- 
built  and  delightful  Seat  of  Sir  Thomas- Saunders  Sebright , 
Rart.  on  a  riling  Ground  in  the  Middle  of  a  Park.  It 
is  called  B eechivoed- Manor ,  from  the  great  Number  of 
fine  Beech-trees  which  were  formerly  growing  here, 
fome  of  which  are  yet  remaining  on  the  Sides  of  the 
Park.  The  Soil  of  this  Park  is,  for  the  mod  part, 
dry,  the  Surface  being  {hallow,  on  a  ftrong  or  chalky 
Bottom,  which  renders  the  Turf  very  fine  and  fhort, 
and  very  pleafant  for  the  Exercife  of  either  Riding  or 
Walking.  It  was  formerly  a  Nunnery  for  a  Priorefs 
and  Ten  Nuns,  independent  of  any  other  Convent,  and 
then  called  St.  Giles  in  the  Wood.— A  very  ferious  In- 
feription  in  Fiamftead  Church,  on  a  Monument  of  one 
of  the  Saunders  Family,  may  be  worth  tranferibing,  as 
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It  .certainly  is  aPiece  of  found  Doddrine,  in  which  every 
living  Man  may  find  an  Ufe. 

44  Pie  that  looks  hereon  may  confider  how  fleeting 
6 4  all  worldly  Comforts  are,  and  how  great  a  Vanity 
“  it  is  to  place  his  Affe£fion  thereon.  Such  Things 
44  there  are  as  worldly  Comforts,  ' tis  true  ;  but  they 
44  ought  to  be  looked  on  as  little  Streams  ;  and  who- 
44  ever  delights  in  them,  more  than  in  the  Foun- 
44  tain  from  whence  they  proceed,  may  foon  find 
44  them  dry  and  vanifhed.  The  1  ruth  of  which  he 
44  that  wrote  this  hath  fenfibly  found  ;  and  wills  others 
44  to  place  their  Affeddions  chiefly  on  that  Object  of 
44  Love,  which  is  unchangeable,  and  is  the  Centre 
44  of  all  true  Joy  and  Felicity. '* 

Purfuing  (till  the  fame  Courfe  along  the  great  Road, 
we  came  next  to  St.  Albans ,  the  capital  Town  of  Hert- 
fordjhire ,  famous  for  deriving  its  Name  from  the  Pro¬ 
tomartyr  of  England ,  who  fuffered  fo  early  as  in  the 
Third  Century.  *Tis  governed  by  a  Mayor,  Ten 
Burgeffes,  a  Steward,  and  a  Chamberlain  ;  and  is  a  pe¬ 
culiar  Liberty  both  for  Ecclefiafiical  and  Civil  Govern¬ 
ment;  and  returns  Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

The  Town  rofe  out  of  the  Ruins  of  old  Verulam  ;  of 
which  fo  much  has  been  faid  by  Mr.  Camden ,  and 
others,  that  we  refer  to  them  for  Particulars.  In  that 
great  Man’s  Time,  the  Ruins  afforded  much  more  for 
the  Obfervation  of  the  Curious  than  now  ;  for  they  are 
fince  dug  away,  for  mending  the  Highways.  The  firfi: 
Verulam  was  {formed  and  taken  by  Julius  Ceefar.  And 
here  Cajftbelan ,  a  famous  Britijh  King,  then  kept  his 
Court.  The  firfi  Deftrudlion  of  the  Place  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  by  Boadicea ,  the  famous  Britijh  Queen, 
who  cut  off'  70,000  Romans  in  one  Battle  ;  and  the 
fecond  (which  was  e redded  on  the  Ruins  of  the  other) 
in  the  Wars  between  the  Britons  and  Saxons ;  and  al- 
moff  infinite  are  the  Numbers  of  Antiquities  here  dug 
up. 
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The  Origin  of  St.  Albans  was  owing  to  the  Mo- 
nailery  built  by  Off  a.  King  of  the  Mercians ,  to  the 
Memory  of  St.  Alban ,  in  Expiation  of  his  barbarous 
Murder  o f  Ethelbert,  King  of  the  Eaft- Angles,  whom 
he  had  treacheroufly  inveigled  to  his  Court,  on  Pretence 
of  marrying  his  Daughter;  and  the  fame  Offa  it  was 
that  built  Hertford  Church,  and  dedicated  it  to  St. 
Ethelbert ,  and  made  a  Journey  to  Rome  as  further 
Penance,  where  he  was  abfolved,  tho’he  kept  the  mur¬ 
dered  Prince’s  Dominions,  and  joined  them  to  his 
own. 

Of  all  the  Monafteries  in  England ,  none  could  ouf- 
fhine  this.  Its  Revenue  was  great,  and  its  Privileges 
it  ill  greater.  In  the  Royalties  it  had  from  its  Founder, 
and  the  Epifcopal  Powers  from  the  Pope,  none  came 
up  to  it.  The  mitred  Abhat  had  Precedency  of  all  in 
England,  and  was  fubje^h  to  no  Ecclefiaftical  Pv)wer, 
but  the  Pope  immediately;  and  he  had  Epifcopal  Ju- 
i'ifdichon  over  both  Clergy  and  Laity,  in  all  the  Lands 
belonging  to  his  Monaftery.  From  firft  to  laft  they 
were  41  in  Number,  and  many  of  them  Perfons  of 
great  Accomplifhments,  and  high  Birth:  the  39th  of 
which,  though  not  high-born,  was  Cardinal  IVolfey. 
The  laid  Abbat  was  Richard  Boreman ,  who  at  the 
DilTol  ution  quietly  furrendered  on  the  Royal  Com¬ 
mand,  and  accepted  of  aPenfion  for  Life  of  26 61.  13  s. 
and  4  d. 

7.  wo  bloody  Battles  were  fought  near  this  Place  be¬ 
tween  the  Houfes  of  York  and  Lancafler  :  the  fir  ft  upon 
the  23d  of  May  1435.  in  which  the  Yorkfls  got  the 
Day;  the  fecond  on  Shrove-Tuefday ,  in  the  39th  of 
Henry  VI.  when  the  martial  Queen  Margaret  over¬ 
came  the  Yorki/ls,  who  had  then  the  King  in  their 
Power,  and  fought  under  the  Sanction  of  his  Name. 

But  weinuft  not  difmifs  this  Subjecf,  without  giving 
f°me  brief  Particulars  of  the  famous  Abbey-Church. 
We  have  before  obferved,  that  it  was  founded  by  King 
Offa ;  but  it  has  been  rebuilt  in  Whole  or  Part  feveral 

times. 
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[times.  The  Town  purchafed  it  at  the  DlfTolution,  for 
[400  /.  which  prevented  fo  noble  a  Fabric  being  pulled 
down,  and  torn  to  Pieces,  for  making  Money  of  the 
Materials  ;  and  it  is  made  a  Pariih- Church  f  r  the  Bo¬ 
rough.  The  High  Altar  is  a  curious  Piece  of  Gothic 

4 — '  W 

-Architeclhre. 

Within  the  North  Entrance  is  Offa  on  his  I  krone. 
Underneath, 


Fundator  Ec defies  circa  annum  793. 

Fhtsm  male  depiclum ,  et  refideniem  cernitis  site 
Sublimem  folio ,  M  E  R  c  1  u  s  Off  a  fuit, 

Fhat  is: 

The  Founder  of  the  Church,  about  the  Year  793. 

!  Whom  you  behold  ill-painted,  on  his  Throne 
;  Sublime,  was  once  for  Mercian  Offa  known. 

In  the  mod  Eaflern  Part  of  the  Church  Food  the 
|  Shrine:  Six  Holes  remain  in  the  Pavement,  where  the 
i  Supporters  of  it  were  fixed.  The  Infcription  is  (till  to 
be  feen : 

S.  Albanus  Verolamensis,  Anglorum 
Protomartyr,  17.  Junii  293. 

On  the  South-Tide  of  the  .Shrine,  in  the  Wall  of  the 
South  I fie,  is  Duke  Humphry’s  Monument,  with 
the  Arms  of  France  and  England  quartered,  and  a  du¬ 
cal  Coronet.  In  Niches  on  the  SouthYide  are  17 
Kings ;  the  Niches  on  the  other  Side'  have  none  re¬ 
maining. 

Pice  Memories  V»  Opt.  Sacrum. 

Hie  jacet  Humph  red  us,  Dux  tile  Glocefrius  olim9 
Henrici  fexti  P rote 51  or ,  fraudis  inept cs 
D$u5iQr7  dum  fiola  notat  mifacula  cocci* 

l  5 
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Lumen  erat  Patrice ,  Columen  venerabile  Regni , 

Pacts  a  mans  1  Muffque  favens  meltoribus  ;  unde 
Gratum  Opus  Oxonio ,  ques  nunc  Schola  facra  refulget . 
Invida  fed  Muller  Regno ,  Regi ,  fibi  nequam , 

Abjlulit  hunc ,  humili  vix  hoc  dignata  Sepulcro . 

Invidia  rumpente  tamen ,  pojl  Funera  vivet . 

In  Englifh  thus : 

Sacred  to  the  pious  Memory  of  an  excellent  Man. 

Jnterr’d  within  this  confecrated  Ground 
Lies  he,  whom  Henry  his  Prote&or  found. 

Good  Humphrey ,  Glojler  s  Duke,  who  well  could  fpy 
Fraud  touch’d  within  the  blind  Impoftor’s  Eye  *. 

His  Country’s  Light,  the  State’s  rever’d  Support, 

Who  Peace,  and  rifing  Learning,  deign’d  to  court  5 
Whence  his  rich  Library,  at  Oxford  plac’d, 

Her  ample  Schools  with  facred  Influence  grac’d  : 

Yet  fell  beneath  an  envious  Woman’s  Wile, 

Both  to  herfelf,  her  King,  and  Kingdom,  vile ; 

Who  fcarce  allow’d  his  Bones  this  Spot  of  Land: 

Yet,  fpite  of  Envy,  {hall  his  Glory  Hand. 

It  is  about  40  Years  ago,  that,  digging  for  a  Grave, 
the  Stairs,  leading  down  to  the  Vault  where  the  Body 
lies,  were  difcovered. 

In  the  Vault  is  a  leaden  Coffin,  with  the  Body  pre- 
ferved  by  the  Pickle  it  lies  in,  except  the  Legs,  from 
which  the  Flefh  is  wafled,  the  Pickle  of  that  End  be¬ 
ing  dried  up.  On  the  Wall  at  the  Eaft-end  of  the 
Vault  is  a  Crucifix  painted,  with  a  Cup  on  each  Side  of 
the  Head  ;  another  at  the  Side,  and  a  fourth  at  the  Feet. 
The  Vault  is  very  neat,  and  hath  no  offenfive  Smell. 
The  Coffin,  we  are  told,  had  an  Outfide  of  Wood, 
which  is  inti  rely  gone.  ^ 

The  Weft-end  of  the  Choir  hath  a  noble  Piece  of 
Gothic  Workmanfhip,  for  the  Ornament  of  the  High 

*  Alluding  to  a  pretended  miraculous  Cure  of  a  blind  Man,  dete&ed 
hv  tire  Duke. 

Altar. 
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[  Altar.  Capt.  PoUhampion ,  about  40  fears  ago,  gave 
tap  Altar-piece,  which  reprefents  the  laft  Supper. 

There  are  many  curious  Medals  and  Coins  to  be  Teen 
in  the  Church,  which  have  been  dug  out  of  the  Ruins 
of  old  Verulam. 

This  noble  Fabric  hath  wanted  its  Abbat’s  Zealand 
Purfe  too,  for  Repairs,  fmee  it  hath  been  a  Parifti- 
Church.  The  Roof  was  preferved  by  Contribution  of 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  England ,  many  of  whole 
Arms  are  put  upon  this  Qccafion  ;  and  Money  has  been 
collected  feveral  times  befides  for  its  Support :  indeed 
fuch  a  fine  Fabric  mu  A  too  often  (land  in  need  of  luch 
Helps,  as  there  is  no  fettled  Fund  to  maintain  it. 

There  are  Three  Churches  in  the  Town  at  prefent, 
befides  the  Abbey-Church;  viz-  St.  Michael's ,  St.  Es¬ 
ter's ,  and  St.  Stephen's. 

There  were  alfo  formerly  belonging  to  this  Town 
St.  German's  Chapel,  St.  Alary  Magdalen's  Chapel,  St. 
Julians  Hofpital,  the  Hofpital  of  St.  Mary  des  Frees, 
the 'Nunnery  of  Sopwell ,  Sic.  Bat  they  are  all  demo- 
lifhed  and  Secularized.  There  was  alfo,  in  the  Town, 
the  Par  ifh- Church  of  St.  Andrew ;  but  that  had  dropped 
down  before  the  DifTolution. 

Near  this  Place  was  Sopwell  Nunnery,  where  they 
fay  King  Henry  was  married  to  Anne  of  Bolen.  In  the 
Heart  of  the  adjoining  Corporation  flood  one  of  Queen 
Eleanors  CrofTes,  demolifhed  bv  the  Inhabitants. 

In  the  Neighbourhood  of  St.  Alban's  is  Gorhambury  ; 
where  is  a  Statue  of  King  Henry  VIII.  with  other  things 
worthy  a  Traveller's  Curiofity.  It  is  now  the  Seat  of 
the  Lord  Vifcount  Grimjlon :  but  what  it  will  be  always 
molt  famous  for,  is,  that  the  Manor  was  the  paternal 
Eftate  of  that  Mirror  of  all  Ages,  and  Ornament  of 
his  Country,  for  Learning,  Francis  Bacon,  created  Lord 
Verulam,  and  Vifcount  of  St.  Albans ,  once  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  England ,  who  firft  revived  Experimental  Phi- 
lofophy  ;  of  whole  Merits,  Rife,  and  ball,  we  fhall  fay 

nothing,  but  refer  our  Readers  to  his  Life,  written  y 

I  6  the 
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the  ingenious  Mr.  Mallet,  Sir  Thomas  Meautys ,  who 
had  been  the  Secretary  of  this  wonderful  Man,  and  to 
whom  he  conveyed  this  Eftate,  in  Gratitude,  ere&ed  a 
Monument  for  him  in- 5/.  Michael' s  Church  in  this 
Town,  fitting  thoughtfully  in  an  Elbow-chair. 

The  Monument  bears  this  Infcription  : 

Francifc.  Bacon,  Bare  de  Veruiam,  Sti.  Albani  Viceco. 

Sen  notioribus  Titulis, 

Scientiarum  Lumen ,  Fa  cun  dies  Lex ,  ' 

Sic  fedehat. 

Sid/h  poftquam  omnia  Naturalis  Sapienties 
Et  Chilis  Arcana  evohiffet , 

Natures  Decretum  explevit , 

Ccmpofita  lolvantur, 

An.  Dam-  1626.  JEtat.  66. 

TantiViri  Mem.  Thomas  Meautys,  Super ’ftitis  Cukor; 

Def undii  Admirator . 

Thus  iranjlated : 

Francis  Bacon ,  Baron  of  Veruiam,  and  Viscount  of  St. 
Albans;  or  by  his  more  known  Titles,  The  Light  of 
the  Sciences,  ana  the  Law  of  Eloquence ;  was  thus 
accu domed  to  fit  ;  who,  after  having  unravelled  all 
the  Myfteries  of  Natural  and  Civil  Wifdom,  fulfilled 
the  Decree  of  Nature,  That  Things  joined  fnould  be 

loojed,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1626.  and  of  his 

Age  66. 

To  the  Memory  of  fo  great  a  Man,  this  was  ere&ed  by 
Thomas  Meautys ,  who  reverenced  him  while  living, 
and  admires  him  dead.  *  ■  & 

The  Manor  of  Kingfbury  was  fometime  the  Refi- 
cence  of  the  Saxon  Monarchs,  whence  its  Name.  It 
had  a  Cattle,  which  was  kept  up  till  King  Stephen's* 

1  me  when  it  was  d.emolifhed,  and  the  Site  given  to' 
Che  Abbey,  ■  °  .  I 

'The 
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The  late  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Marlborough  had  a 
Seat  here,  built  by  the  late  Duke  upon  the  River  Veriam 
which  runs  thro’  the  Garden;  and  who  alfo  built  hand- 
fome  Alms-houfes  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Town. 

The  following  remarkable  Infcription  and  Charadler 
is  cut  upon  the  Pedeftal  of  a  fine  Statue  of  the  late 
Queen  Anne ,  carved  by  the  noted  Mr.  Ryfbrack ,  and 
eredted  at  St.  Albans ,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Duchefs 
in  Gratitude  to  the  Memory  of  that  excellent  Princefs  P 

{  QUEEN  ANNE  was  very  graceful  and  ma« 
c  XL  jeftic  in  her  Perfon  ;  Religious  without  Affe<Sht~ 
‘  tion.  She  always  meant  well.  She  had  no  falfe 
‘Ambition;  which  appeared  by  her  never  complain- 
‘  ing  at  King  Wiliam  s  being  preferred  to  the  Crown 
‘  before  her,  when  it  was  taken  from  the  King  her 
‘  Father,  for  following  fuch  Counfels,  and  purfuino- 
‘  fuch  Meafu res,  as  rendered  the  Revolution  necefiaryt 
e  It  v/as  her  greateft  Affliaion,  to  be  forced  to  adt 
‘  againft  him,  even  for  Security.  Her  Journey  to 
‘  Nottingham  was  never  concerted,  but  occafioned  by  the 
‘  great  Confirmation  fhe  was  under  at  the  King’s' fud- 
‘  den  Return  from  Salifbury . 

‘  She  always  paid  the  greateft  Refpeft  to  King  Wil- 
‘  Ham  and  Queen  Mary ;  never  infilled  upon  any  one 
‘  Circumftance  of  Grandeur,  more  than  what  was  efta- 
‘  bliftied  in  her  Family  by  King  Charles  II.  tho’,  after 
c  the  Revolution,  fine  was  prefumptive  Heir  to  the 
‘  Crown,  and,  after  the  Death  of  her  Sifter,  was  in 
‘  the  Place  of  Prince  of  Wales. 

‘  Upon  her  Acceftion  to  the  Throne,  the  Civil  Lift 
‘  was  not  increafed.  The  late  Earl  of  Gc dolphin ,  Lord 
‘  High  Treafurer  of  England ,  often  faid,  that,  from 
‘  Accidents  in  the  Cuftoms,  and  Lenity  in  the  Colledtion, 
‘  it  did  not  arife,  one  Year  with  another,  to  more 
*  than  Five  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year. 

6  She  had  no  Vanity  in  her  Expences,  nor  bought 
f  zny  one  Jewel  in  the  whole  Time  of  her  Reign. 

‘  She 
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‘  She  paid  out  of  her  Civil  Lift  many  Penfions  grant- 
<  ed  in  former  Reigns,  which  have  fmce  been  thrown 
*  upon  the  Public. 

«  When  a  War  was  neceflary  to  fecure  Europe  again (1 
c  the  Tower  of  France ,  (he  contributed,  in  one  Y  ear, 

4  towards  the  War,  out  of  her  Civil  Lift,  One  hundred 
c  thoufand  Pounds,  in  Eafe  of  her  Subjects. 

6  She  granted  the  Revenue  arifing  from  the  Firft 
«  Fruits,  to  augment  theProvifions  of  the  poorer  Clergy. 

4  She  never  refufed  her  private  Charity  to  proper  Ob- 
‘  lefts. 

6  Till  a  few  Years  before  her  Death,  fhe  never  had 
4  but  Twenty  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  for  her  Privy- 
4  Purfe.  At  the  latter  End  of  her  Reign,  it  diJ  not 
4  exceed  Twenty-fix  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  ;  which 
4  was  much  to  her  Honour,  becaufe  it  is  fubject  to  no 
4  Account.  And  as  to  her  Robes,  it  will  appear  by 
4  the  Records  in  the  Exchequer,  that  in  Nine  Years 
4  fhe  fpent  only  Thirty-two  thoufand  and  Fifty  Pounds, 

4  including  the  Coronation  Expence. 

4  She  was  extremely  well-bred,  treated  her  chief  La- 
4  dies  and  Servants  as  if  they  had  been  her  Equals.  Her 
4  Behaviour  to  all  that  approached  her  was  decent,  and 
4  full  of  Dignity;  and  {hewed  Condefcenfion,  without 
4  Art  or  Meannefs. 

4  All  this  1  know  to  be  true. 

4  SARAH  MARLBOROUGH. 

4  M.dcc. xxxviii. ’ 

At  Titinauger  near  Colney  is  a  very  handiome  Seat  of 
Sir  Henry  Pope  Blunts  {landing  about  a  Quarter  of  a 
Mile  North  of  the  Road.  It  feems  to  be  very  large  ; 
2nd  the  Fields  and  Meadows  about  it  make  it  very  plea- 
fant  in  Summer. 

Having  thus  gone  over  the  firft  Part  I  propofed  of  this 
Country,  which  lies  South  and  South- weft  of  St.  Albans 
Road,  I  {hall  now  bend  jnyCourfe  North- eaft  towards 

Hertford, 
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Hertford ,  and  from  thence  North-weft,  to  take  infuch 
Part  of  the  middle  Divifion  as  lies  between  the  Two  ca¬ 
pital  Roads  on  that  Side  of  Hertford ;  referring  that 
which  lies  Eaft  of  it,  for  my  Return  towards  London. 

The  next  Town  in  my  Way  is  Hatfield,  17  com¬ 
puted  Miles  from  London:  it  is  a  Market-town;  but 
much  more  famous  is  Hatfield-houfe ,  which  lies  near 
it ;  from  whence  K.  Edward  VI.  and  Queen  Elizabeth , 
were  both  conduced  to  the  Throne,  having  refided  here 
for  fome  time*  King  Janies  made  an  Exchange  of 
this  Manor  in  the  Fourth  Year  of  his  Reign,  for  that 
of  Theobalds ,  as  hereafter  mentioned,  with" Sir  Robert 
Cecil,  afterwards  Earl  of  Salifbury ,  who  built  this  mag¬ 
nificent  Houfe,  and  made  the  Vineyard  in  the  Park, 
thro5  which  the  River  Lee  hath  its  Courfe,  adorning 
that  Garden.  The  Rectory  of  Hatfield  k  efteemed  one 
of  the  be  ft  in  England ;  Wlnwich  in  Lancafhire ,  and 
another  in  Durham ,  have  larger  Revenues;  but  this  has 
a  better  Situation. 

Saundridge ,  which  lies  a  little  North-wtft  of  Hat¬ 
field,  deferves  to  be  mentioned,  as  it  gave  Title  of 
Baron  to  the  great  Duke  of  Adarlborcugh  ;  and  be¬ 
longed  to  bis  Dowager,  a  Defcendent  of  the  Family  of 
Jennings,  of  this  Place.  But  one  thing  muft  be  ob¬ 
served  withal,  that  when  I  was  there  laft,  the  Steeple 
lay  buried  in  its  own  Rubbifh,  as  it  had  done  for  40 
Years  together;  and  the  Bells  hung  in  the  Church  be¬ 
hind  the  Door ;  and  this,  I  fuppofe,  continues  to  be 
its  prefent  State. 

N'-rth-Myms  ftands  a  little  Eaft  of  Colney ,  and  is 
remarkable  for  having  in  its  Neighbourhood  the  Seat 
of  the  late  Sir  Jofeph  ffekyll,  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  in 
Right  of  his  Lady,  who  was  Heir  to  her  late  Brother 
the  great  Lord  Somers .  It  has  a  mo  ft  delightful  Pro- 
fpecft.  The  Body  of  that  noble  Lord  lies  interred  in 
the  Chancel  of  the  Church  here,  without  any  Infcrip- 
tion,  in  Allufion,  as  one  would  expetft,  to  his  Motto, 
Frodeffe  quam  confpifi.  This  Seat  is  now  the  Pro¬ 
perty 
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perty  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leeds  (who  has  put 
a  great  Part  of  the  Houfe  and  Gardens  in  good  Re¬ 
pair),  and  is  his  Retirement  from  London ,  during  any 
fhort  Interval  that  may  happen  in  the  Seflions  of  Par¬ 
liament.  ? 

We  come  now  to  Hertford ,  the  County- town,  20 
computed  Miles  from  London  ;  a  Corporation  govern¬ 
ed  by  a  Mayor  and  Burge  lies.  It  is  pleafantly  fituated 
in  a  wholfome  Air,  and  a  dry  Vale,  having  a  good 
weekly  Market  well  flored  with  Corn,  and  all  lort 
of  Provifions.  It  is  very  antient,  and  is  built  in  the 
Form  of  a  Y,  with  a  Caftle  in  the  Middle  of  the  Two 
Horns.  It  contains  feveral  Streets  and  Lanes,  well 
filled  with  handfome  new-built  Houfes.  In  Edward 
IIIPs  Time,  it  had  petitioned  to  be  difburdened  of 
the  Expence  of  fending  Two  Members  to  Parliament, 
on  their  Inability  to  pay  their  Reprefen tatives  Wages  ; 
hut  21  Jac.  I.  they  petitioned  to  be  reftored  to  their 
Right,  and  fucceeded. 

There  is  a  free  Grammar-fchool  for  the  Children  of 
this  Town,  e redded  by  Richard  Hale ,  Efq;  in  King 
James  Ids  Reign.  The  Houfe,  being  rebuilt  a  few 
Years  ago,  is  a  very  good  one.  Of  tne  Five  Cnurches 
Hertford  once  had,  there  are  but  two  remaining,  viz. 
All  Saints  and  St.  Andrew's. 

Near  Hertford  is  a  Seat  called  Ball ,  of  the  late  Go¬ 
vernor  Harr  if  on,  fituated  on  an  Hill,  which  commands 
a  Profped  of  the  Country  round  it;  as  is  likewife,  in 
its  Neighbourhood,  a  Seat  of  the  Clarks,  very  de¬ 
lightfully  fituated  alfo. 

'  The  Earl  Cowper  has  an  handfome  Seat  near  Her- 
iingfordhury ,  in  the  Neighbourhood  ok  Hertford,  built 
by  his  Father  the  great^Lord  High  Chancellor  of  that 
Name;  who  ere&ed  in  the  Church-yard,  by  his  Mo¬ 
ther’s  Defire,  a  Tomb  for  her,  with  an  Infcription  to 
tier  Honour. 

IVelwyn  deferves  to  be  mentioned  for  its  Spaw,  now 

newly 
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lewly  revived  by  the  Reverend  and  Learned  Dr.  Edw, 
young  T 

In  the  Year  1751.  the  charitable  Ladies  at  Welwyn 
promoted  public  Breakfafting  ;  and  the  charitable  Tan¬ 
ner  of  the  Town  accommodated  them  with  his  Barn, 
|to  promote  their  good  Purpofes :  fo  that,  notwith- 

I (landing  the  Fragrance  of  the  Tanners  Vats  all  around 
them,  the  Refort  of  Company  is  increafing  beyond  the 
Donor’s  Expectations. 

The  Waters  have  the  fame  Qualities  as  thofe  of  Tun¬ 
bridge  \  and  were  fo  reputed  to  have  50  Years  ago  ; 
but  an  eminent  Phyfician  at  that  time,  who  was  a  great 
Patron  of  them,  dying,  they  were  negiecled,  ti  l  within 
thefe  Six  Years,  that  they  were  revived  by  the  great 
Genius  I  have  mentioned  5  who,'  in  his  own  Cafe,  lias 
found  them  to  have  the  fame  Effects,  as  thofe  of  Tun¬ 
bridge  ufed  to  have, 

Tne  Manor  of  Gohions  lies  a  little  North  of  Hert¬ 
ford,  and  will  be  for  ever  famous  on  cccafion  of  its 
being  the  Family- feat  of  the  great  Sir  Thomas  More , 
Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England  in  the  Reign  of 
Henry  VUI.  who  took  off  his  Head,  for  refufing  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  his  He'adfhip?.  It  is  now  the  Property  of 
Sir  y enemy  Sambroke ,  Bart-  who  for  the  Beauty  of  its 
Gardens,  as  well  as  the  Houfe,  has  made  the  Piace  one 
of  the  mod  remarkable  Curiofities  in  England. 

A  little  farther  North,  at  WoUon ,  is  the  Manfion- 
houfe  of  the  Botelers ,  finely  fituated  on  a  rifmg  Ground, 
and  watered  with  fmall  Streams,  which  fall  into  the 
Beane ,  on  the  South  of  it.  It  Hands  in  a  Park  beau¬ 
tifully  confiding  of  Hills  and  Flats,  and  edeemed  for  ^ 
as  good  Timber  as  the  Bland  produces.  About  40 
Years  fince,  one  Tree  was  fold  for  43/,  Eighteen 
Horfes  were  bad  to  draw  one  Part  of  it,  when  ftit; 
and  out  of  it  the  Cut- water  to  the  Royal  Sovereign  was 

*  Author  of  The  Lajl  Day  j  Tht  Universal  Pa/Jion  j  Night- 
Thoughts;  Sc c.  See, 

made. 
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made.  Another,  called  the  Walking  flick ,  might  for 
Years  ago  have  been  fold  for  Fifty  Guineas  ;  but  w 
decaying  when  I  was  there,  by  the  burrowing  of  Ra, 
bets  under  it.  There  is  a  good  Freefchool  in  tl! 
Village,  for  poor  Children  ;  with  fome  of  whom  5 
is  to  be  given  Apprentice. 

Stevenage  is  28  computed  Miles  from  London ,  an 
lies  North-weft  of  Hertford  It  is  a  fmall  Marke 
town :  the  Church  ftands  upon  an  Hill,  and  confi 
of  a  Nave  and  Two  liles,  and  the  Chancel  hath 
Chapel  on  each  Side.  In  the  Steeple  is  a  Ring  of  Si 
Bells.  Here  is  a  good  Freefchool,  as  well  for  Petit 
Grammar  Scholars. 

Walker n  is  near  it,  North-eaft,  on  the  River  Bean 
I  mention  it  on  account  of  the  poor  'Jane  Wenma' 
who  40  or  50  Years  ago  was  tried  for  a  Witc 
the  laft,  we  hope,  that  ever  will  undergo  fuch  a  Trii 
in  England ;  the  old  obfolete  Law  againft  Witches  b 
ing  lately  repealed.  Mr.  Juftice  Powell  got  a  R 
prieve  for  the  poor  Creature,  after  the  Jury  had  four 
her  guilty,  contrary  to  his  Directions.  She  lived  f 
veral  Years  afterwards  on  an  Allowance  from  tH 
Parifh.  Thedeluded4Wretch  had  been  frightened  into' 
Confeftion,  that  fhe  was  a  Witch  ;  and  thereupon  w 
committed  by  Sir  Henry  Chauncey ,  of  Tardlybury ,  wH 
would  fain  have  had  her  retradt,  and  pacify  her  Accv 
fers.  1  This  Qentleman  was  one  of  the  deprived  Judg;. 
of  James  II.  but  it  is  faid  he  never  fat  as  Judge  but  os 
Day.  He  wrote  The  Antiquities  of  Her t fore 

SHIRE. 

It  is  reported  likewife,  that  another  Woman  heir 
tried  before  Judge  Powell ,  who,  among  ether  thin 
that  conftituted  her  a  Witch,  had  laid  to  her  Charg; 
That  Ihe  could  fly  ;  Ay!  faid  the  Judge;  And  is  til, 
true  ?  Do  you  fay  y  ou.  can  fly  ?  Yes ,  I  can ,  faid  fhe.- 
So  you  may  if  you  will ,  then ,  replied  the  Judge; 
have  no  Law  againfl  it.  And  at  the  Tryal  of  Ja;\ 

TVernrm 
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!  Wenman ,  the" Court  being  full  of  fine  Ladies,  the  old 
I  Judge  very  gallantly  told  the  Jury,  44  They  mult  not 
<6  look  out  for  Witches  among  the  Old  Women,  but 
“  among  the  Young.” 

I  palTed  by  Benington- place ,  late  the  Seat  of  the  an- 
I  tient  Family  of  the  Casfars  ;  but  a  few  Years  fince 
.  burnt  down.  There  was  formerly  a  Caftle  there;  the 
j  Hill  on  which  it  Hood  Hill  remains  deep  ditched. 

At  Siffivernes ,  in  Codtcote  Parilh,  in  the  Year  1627. 

1  Was  a  moft  prodigious  Walnut-tree,  covering  76  Poles 
I  of  Ground.  The  Weight  of  the  Boughs  at  laft  cleft 
:  the  Trunk  to  the  Ground.  Mr.  Penn ,  then  Lord  of 
|  the  Manor,  had  19  Loads  of  Planks  out  of  it ;  aGun* 

:  flock- maker  at  London  had  as  much  as  coft  10  /.  Car- 
i  riage:  there  were  30  Loads  more  ot  Roots  and  Branches. 
This  wasattelled  by  Edward  Wingate ,  before  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  Juft  ice  of  Peace,  to  whom  Mr.  Penn  declared, 
he  had"  been  offered  50/.  for  the  Tree.  And  J after 
Docura ,  of  the  Parilh,  attefted,  That,  when  he  was 
1 5  Years  old,  the  Compafs  of  both  his  Arms  would 
not  reach  it  at  Eight  times. 

Hitchin  is  a  Market-town,  lying  in  a  Bottom,  out 
of  any  great  Road,  diftant  from  London  30  computed 
Mi?es,  and  within  Three  Miles  of  Bedfordjhtre.  *1  is 
governed  by  a  Bailiff  -  and  Four  Conftables,  and  was 
formerly  famous  for  the  Staple  Commodities  of  this 
Kingdom.  The  Church  is  large,  dedicated  to  S*. 
Mary .  It  confifts  of  the  Nave  and  Two  Hies,  with 
T wo  Chapels  or  Chancels.  The  Steeple  has  a  Ring 
of  Six  Bells,  but  is  low,  and  difproportionate  to  the 
Chancel.  In  the  Morth-ifte  Wdndow  are  Paintings 
of  Faith ,  Mope,  and  Charity ,  and  of  the  Four  Car¬ 
dinal  Virtues and,  in  the  next  North  Window,  the 
Beatitudes.  The  Front  hath  the  Twelve  Apoftles 
round  it ;  but  they  have  been  Sufferers  from  the  booted 
Saints  of  Forty-one.  There  are  many  Monuments  in 
it.  A  good  Freefchool,  and  other  charitable  Bene- 
factions,  have  been  added  to  the  Town. 


I  could 
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TI  could  not  mifs  taking  notice  o i  Hcxton,  on  th 
North-weft  Edge  of  the  County,  next  Bcdfordjhira 
where  was  a  Battle  between  the  Danes  and  Saxons' 
fome  Remains  of  which  are  vifible  between  this  Plao 
and  Luton ,  as  large  Barrows,  &c.  Half  a  Mile  to  the 
South  of  this  Town  is  a  fortified  Piece  of  Ground! 
called  Ravsnjborough-Caftk.  The  Camp  is  a  fort  01 
Oblong,  containing  about  1 6  Acres,  the  Fort  idea 
tion  intire.  Nature  has  fo  well  ftrengthened  it,  tha 
i  ooo  Men  may  defend  it  againft  a  very  great  Army 
it  is  encompafled  with  a  ftalley,  and  a  very  fteep  EJ ill 
in  a  credible  by  an  Army  any-wnerc  but  at  the  Poi ot  o: 
Entiance,  which  is  by  a  gradual  A /cent  of  a  Quarter 
of  a  Mile.  ^ 

li  J\ 'fladey  an  Houfe  then  yo  Tiled  by  John 

-^iCP  low,  and  in  the  Dirt,  is  row  an 
agreeable  Surnrner-houfe ;  which  it  owes  chiefly  tc 
<ol.  Faith  s  Well,  a  fine  Spring  .ai  Ravenjborough.  A 
in oory  Piece  of  Ground,  where  the  Spring  rifes,  ii 
cut  into  Canals,  which  are  flocked  with  Trouts, 
many  of  them  22  Inches  long.  Thefe,  having  beer 
tded  to  take  their  Food  from  the  Mafter’s  Hand 
out  of  a  Bow]  with  a  1  >ng  Handle  to  it,  come  rolling 
up  to  the  Surface.  The  Bottom  is  white,  either  from 
Chalk  or  Sand;  and  fo  tranfparent,  that  every  Filb 
m.a)T  be  feen  that  comes  out  of  its  Hole.  To  pre- 
fe;ve  them  from  groping,  the  Banks  are  wharfed,'anu 
in  Cme  Places  fupported  with  Timber;  fo  that  tho 
riiU  can  (belter  themfelves  underneath;  and  a  Mar 
muft  have  his  Head  and  Shoulders  in  Water,  whe 
(loops  down  to  them.  From  hence  the  Water  feeds  a 
Fige  Canal  in  the  Garden,  ftored  with  Carp  anc: 
lench  ;  and  there  might  be  made  Bafons  or  Canals  tc 
any  Dimenfions. 

Dear  tie x ton  is  a  fquare  Roman  Camp  upon  a  Pro- 

montoryjuft  big  enough  for  the  Purpofe,  and  under  it 
is  a  fine  Spring. 

Uilh 
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Liliho  is  a  fine  Plat  of  Ground  upon  an  Hill,  where 
n  Horfe-race  is  kept.  It  lies  a  little  South  of  Hex-ton , 
lift  by  the  Ikening. 

Near  Pirton  Church  has  been  a  Caftle  of  the  Saxons 
)r  Normans ,  with  a  Keep. 

I  proceeded  next  to  Baldock ,  fituated  on  the  Ikening - 
Ireet,  as  it  leads  from  Dunflable  to  Royfton .  It  is  a 
arge  Market-town,  29  computed  Miles  from  Lon- 
Ion .  It  is  of  chief  Note  for  its  many  Maltfters.  The 
Church  ftands  in  the  Middle  of  the  Town  ;  it  is  an 
bandfome  high- built  Edifice,  with  a  Ring  of  Six  good 
Bel's.  It  has  Three  Chancels,  but  the  1  wo  utward 
are  rather  Chapels.  The  Ikening- freet ,  about  Bal¬ 
dock r,  now  appears  but  like  a  Field- way.  Between 
Baldock  and  Icleford  it  goes  thro1  an  Entrenchment, 
confifting  of  the  Remains  of  a  Britijh  Town,  now 
called  lyUbury-hill.  Icleford  retains  the  Name  of  the 
Street,  which  at  this  Place  pafies  a  Rivulet  with  a  ftrong 
Ford,  wanting  Reparation. 

This  Street,  quite  to  the  Thames  in  Oxfordjhire , 
goes  at  the  Bottom  of  a  continued  Ridge  of  Hills,  called 
the  Chiltern ,  being  Chalk,  and  the  natural  and  civil 
Boundary  between  the  Counties  of  Hertford  and  Bed¬ 
ford^  very  fteep  Northward. 

As  the  Ikening  freet  and  the  Fofs  fraverfed  the  King¬ 
dom  from  South-weft:  to  North-eaft,  parallel  to  each 
other,  and  WatUng-ftreet  crofted  thefe  quite  the  con¬ 
trary  Way  with  an  equal  Obliquity,  the  Herman- ftreet 
palled  dircdlly  North  and  South.  This  Word  is  Saxon , 
and  dignifies  a  Soldier  or  Warrior,  which  Name  is  ob¬ 
tained  from  being  a  Military  Way. 

It  begins  at  Newhaven ,  at  the  Mouth  of  the  River 
Oufe  in  Suffex  ;  and  paftes  on  the  W eft-fide  of  that 
River,  thro'  Radmil  then  through  Lewis  by  h field ; 
after  which  it  feems  to  pafs  over  the  River  at  Sham - 
bridge ,  and  fo  proceeds  to  Eafl-  Grin/lead4  but  is  loft: 
in  palling  thro5  the  great  Woods.  Then  thro5  Surry  it 

goes 
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goes  by  Stane-Jlreet,  Croydon,  Stretham\  and  by  it: 
pointing  we  may  conclude  was  originally  defigned  tc 
pafs  the  Thames  at  the  Ferry  called  Starigate  by  Lam - 
both ,  where  it  coincides  with  the  Watling-ftreet 
There  the  Road  went,  before  London  became  conft- 
derable :  but*  fmce  that  Period,  the  Traces  of  the  Roadr 
near  that  Capital  have  grown  very  obfcure.  The 
original  Road  perhaps  paftes  thro*  unfrequented  Way* 
near  Enfield  and  Herman-Jlreet ,  which  feems  from 
thence  to  have  borrowed  its  Name. 

On  the  Eaftern-ftde  of  Enfield-Chace  by  Bujh-hill ,  i: 
a  circular  Britijh  Camp  upon  an  Eminence,  decline- 
ing  South- weft.  But  the  antient  Road  appears  upor 
a  Common  on  this  Side  Hertford  by  Ball' s-p  ark 
and  paftes  the  River  below  Hertford  \  then  goes  throi 
Ware-park ,  and  falls  into  the  prefent  Road  on  this 
Side  Bunting f or d^  and  fo  to  Rofi/lon^  where  it  croiTe. 
the  Ikening-Jlreet ,  coming  from  Tring  thro’  Dunjlable 
going  into  Suffolk .  Thefe  are  the  principal  Places  upor 
the  Two  Roads,  which  we  thought  fit  to  mention  to¬ 
gether. 

At  Baldock  I  crofted  the  North  Road,  and  got  intc 
the  Third  Divifion  I  propofed,  next  Cambridgejhire  anc 
Effex  ;  and  when  I  have  'palled  thro’  it,  I  will  returr 
back  again  South,  and  take  a  View  of  fuch  Town: 
lying  on  the  Eaft-ftde  of  the  middle  Divifion  as  I  hav« 
not  been  at  already. 

In  the  Year  1724.  between  Caldccot  and  Henx* 
worth ,  feveral  Roman  Antiquities  were  dug  up.  Work 
men,  digging  Grravel  for  the  Repair  of  the  grea;,i 
Northern  Road,  ftruck  upon  fome  earthen  Vef 
fels,  or  large  Urns,  full  of  Afhes,  and  burnt  Bones 
but  rotten  5  near  them  an  human  Skeleton,  with  tF 
Head  towards  the  South-eaft,  the  Feet  North-weft:! 
Several  Bodies  were  found  in  the  fame  Pofitiom 
not  above  a  Foot  under  the  Surface  of  the  Earth 
and  with  Urns,  great  or  fmall,  near  them,  and  Pa->i 
Sera’s  of  fine  red  Earth,  fome  with  the  Impreftior 
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f  the  Maker  at  the  Bottom ;  alfo  Glafs  Lacry- 
tiatories,  Ampulla’s,  a  Brafs  Tribulus,  Six  fmall 
jrlafles.  Two  large  Beads  of  a  green  Colour,  and 
*ber  Fragments. 

I  went  through  the  Village  of  AJhwell,  which 
lands  not  far  from  C aide  cot,  on  the  Source  of  the 
Zbee,  by  the  Borders  of  Cambridgejhire ,  which  breaks 

1  tit  of  a  Rock  here  from,  many  Springs,  with  fuch 
rorce  as  to  form  a  Stream  remarkably  clear,  but 
o  c  Id,  that  it  gripes  Horfes  not  ufed  to  drink  it. 
The  Water  here  bubbles  out  at  as  many  Places, 
nd  as  abundantly,  and  in  juft  fuch  a  Bottom  un- 
ier  an  Hill,  as  doth  the  Ifis  or  e Thames  in  Ghu- 
ejlerjhlre .  In  Domejday  Book ,  this  Village  is  called 
1  Borough,  having  14  Burgefl^s,  and  a  Market;  an- 
iently  alfo  it  had  Four  Fairs.  Mr.  Camden  thinks 
he  Village  Roman ;  and  at  half  a  Mile  Diftance, 
iouth  of  this  Source  of  the  Rhee ,  is  a  Spot  of 
B round  taken  in  by  a  Vallum ,  and  generally  thought 
o  be  one  of  the  Cajlra  Exploratorum  of  the  Ra¬ 
ttans  ms  it  is  called  Arbury  Banks,  and  confifts  of  about 

2  Acres ;  and  Roman  Coins  have  been  found  here  ; 
>ut  ftill  it  wants  feveral  Requifttes  for  a  Roman 
Damp,  which  I  have  not  room  to  particularize. 
djhwell- field  affords  a  Stone  Quarry,  out  of  which  the 
Stones  of  rnoft  of  the  Churches  of  this  Side,  and  the 
neighbouring  Part  of  Bedford/hire ,  have  been  dug. 
Fhe  Church  has  an  handfome  Chancel,  Three  large 
dies,  a  lofty  Tower  at  the  Weft-end,  with  a  Ring 
)f  Six  Bells,  and  a  Chapel  on  the  North* fide  the 
Chancel. 

I  now  come  to  Royfion ,  fituated  upon  the  utmoft 
Northern  Border  of  Hertfordjhlre ,  infomuch  that 
3art  of  it  is  in  Cambridgejhire ,  3  3  computed  Miles 
rom  London.  The  Fields  about  this  Town  have 
jpon  almoft  every  Eminence  a  Barrow  ;  and  they  lie 
^ery  thick  by  the  Ikenlng-Jlreet ,  Eaft  of  this  Town. 

Here 
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Here  was  a  Monaftery  founded  in  Honour  of  St.  Tboi 
mas  a  Becket ,  as  alfo  an  Hofpital,  both  fwallowed  u\ 
in  the  Diftblution  of  Henry  VIII.  but  the  Priory 
church  was  purehafed  by  the  Inhabitants,  and  made; 
Par iih  Church  of.  It  confifts  of  a  Nave,  with  an  If] 
on  each  Side,  and  a  Square  'Power  with  a  Ring  of  Fiv< 
Bells  in  it. 

The  Town  became  populous,  on  ereding  the  pre 
lent  Poft-road  through  it,  which  before  ran°along  th 
Herman  fir  eet ,  through  Barhvay  to  Bigglefwade .  I 
is  now  a  good  Town,  and  well  inhabited,  and  has  ; 
very  great  Corn-market  on  JVcdnefdays ,  and  is  full  o: 
good  Inns.  In  the  Year  1716.  a  School-houfe  wai; 
ereded  here  by  Contribution  of  the  Town  and  Coun 
try.  But,  on  Aug.  the  22d,  1747.  a  dreadful  Fin 
happened,  which  confumed  36  Houfes,  and  did  othe 
very  confiderable  Damage;  in  which  one  Perfon  loll 
5 00  Quarters  of  Malt,  and  other  Grain  and  Goods  t« 
the  Amount  of  2000  /. 

Two  Miles  both  Ways  of  Royfton  is  chalky  Soil 

is  gravelly:  in  other  Places  adjoin, 
ing  are  Camps,  and  Roman  Antiquities.  At  Hadftoc: 
is  the  Skin  of  a  Danijh  King  nailed  upon  the  Churchi 
doors,  as  reported. 

_  Roy  ft  on  was  a  Roman  Town  before  Roifta  built  he 
religious  Houfe  here;  for  Roman  Coins  have  been  du; 
up  near  the  Spot.  There  feerns  to  be  the  Stamp  c 
Roifta  s  Crofs  Fill  remaining  at  the  Corner  of  the  Inn 
juft  where  the  T wo  Roads  meet.  The  Earl  of  Oxford 
digging  Canals  at  JVimple ,  when  he  had  that  Seat! 

ra  y  ,  and  rufty  Pieces  of  Iron,  the  Re 
mains  of  Come  Battle. 

And  now  I  bend  my  Courfe  Southward,  to  ware 

London. 

The  Church  of  TherjiehR  which  lies  among  th 
Hills,  a  little  South  of  Rcyfton ,  is  obliged  to  Franc 
X^ord  Bifhop  of  Ely,  once  Redor  of  it,  who  pave 

til 
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s:he  Chancel  with  Free-ftone,  the  Area  of  the  Altar 
iwith  Marble  ;  wainfcoted  the  Walls,  made  it  into  the 
(Form  of  a  Choir,  and  cieled,  it  with  Fret- work.  ’Tis 
a  Recftory  of  great  Value,  and  is  rated  in  the  Firft- 
fruits  Office  at  50  /.  a  Year.  Till  lately  was  at  cTher- 
field  Furniture  of  all  Sorts  for  the  UTe  of  poor  Peoples 
Weddings,  fuch  as  was  at  Braugbing  ;  but  they  are 
now  loft,  or  converted  to  other  IJfes,  even  literally  to 
Plough-fhares  and  Peas-hooks. 

Barkway  is  a  Market- town.  The  Church  ftands 
in  the  Midft  of  the  Town,  with  an  Ifle  on  each  Side, 
and  a  Tower  with  Five  Bells,  and  a  Turret-clock. 
The  Creation  of  the  World  is  painted  on  one  of  the 
Windows.  In  one  Pane  at  Top  is  a  bodily  Ps.epre- 
fentation  of  the  Deity,  as  a  Man  in  a  loofe  Robe, 
down  to  his  Feet,  with  the  Globe  before  him,  and 
the  Motto  under,  De  opere  prima  diet .  The  next 
Pane  has  the  fame,  with  Hands  expanded,  ftanding 
on  the  Firmament,  in  the  Midft  of  the  Water;  un¬ 
der  which,  De  opere  fecund ce  diet.  The  Third  has 
the  fame  Figure,  among  green  Trees  and  Herbs;  the 
Legend  loft,  and  Three  other  Panes,  in  Order,  under 
thefe.  The  Painting  of  the  Fourth  is  loft.  The  Fifth 
has  the  fame  Figure,  with  Birds  flying  about  it.  A 
Piece  of  the  Sixth  remains,  where  Fowls  and  Beafts  are 
brought  to  Adam  to  be  named.  Another  Window,  in 
the  North  Ifle,  has  St.  Gcorpe  flaying  a  Dragon,  a 
Bifhop,  &c. 

The  Roman  Road,  called  Her  man-fir  eet ,  pafles  thro* 
the  Parifh  of  Amfty ;  and  all  the  Way  upon  it  we  find 
Remains  of  Camps  and  Stations,  exa&ly  according  to 
the  Itinerary.  The  Caftle,  formerly  here,  was  faid 
to  be  built  by  Euface  Earl  of  Bologney  at  the  Con¬ 
queror’s  Command  ;  and  it  is  not  improbable,  that 
there  were  Fortifications  before.  It  confifted  of  a 
Keep,  or  round  artificial  Hill,  yet  remaining,  with  a, 
large  and  deep  Fofie  about  it ;  the  Mount,  nrobablv, 

Vol.  II.  K  made 

■ 


194*  J  TOUR  thro'  '  He  rtf. 

made  from  the  Ditch.  The  Barons,  in  King  John?. 
Time,  made  another  Retrenchment  South  of  it,  which 
would  contain  a  Garifon  as  numerous  as  the  Caftle 
would  hold.  Henry  III.  obliged  Nicolas  de  Avejlic  to 
demolifh  the  additional  Fortification,  and  keep  up  only 
the  old  one. 

The  Church  was  built  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  III. 
as  is  faid,  out  of  the  Stones  of  the  demolifhed  Fortifi¬ 
cations  made  additional  to  the  Caftle.  It  is  certainly 
very  old,  and  built  with  a  low  Tower  in  the  Middle, 
and  Two  Ifles.  The  Chancel,  perhaps,  was  rebuilt 
with  the  Materials  of  the  Keep,  being  of  later  Date* 
It  is  large  and  lofty,  and  hath  Stalls,  as  if  for  a 
Choir. 

Buntingford  is  the  next  T own  ;  noted  for  a  great 
Thoroughfare.  It  is  28  computed  Miles  from  Lon¬ 
don,  and  owes  its  Being  as  a  Town  to  the  prefint 
Pofl-road  through  it  to  the  North.  The  firft  Men¬ 
tion  of  it  is  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  III.  ’who  gave  s 
Market  and  a  Fair  to  it.  It  is  fituated  in  Layjlon 
Parifh ;  but  has  a  Chapel  of  Brick,  built  by  Contri¬ 
bution  for  the  Inhabitants  here.  Dr.  Seth  Ward 
Bifhop  of  Sahjbury ,  who  died  Jan.  6.  1688.  built  a 
neat  Brick- houfe  near  the  Chapel,  for  Four  poor  Mem 
and  Four  poor  Women,  who  had  lived  handfomely 
and  came  to  Decay  through  Misfortunes ;  each  of  whicl 
has  Two  Rooms  below,  and  T wo  above.  Bunting - 

ford  Free-fchool  owes  much  alfo  to  the  fame  worth 
Prelate,  who  had]  his  Education  in  it.  He  built! 
1683.  an  Hofpital  at  Sahjbury ,  for  Ten  poor  Widow 
of  Clergymen ;  was  a  Benefadlor  to  Layjlon ;  gave 
good  Sum  of  Money  to  make  Sahjbury  River  navi 
gable;  600/.  to  be  laid  out  in  Land,  for  putting  on 
Three  poor  Children  Apprentices,  Two  out  of  Alfi 
den,  and  One  out  of  Layjlon ,  alternately.  In  fhor 
the  good  Bifhop  feems  to  have  thought,  that  the  Re¬ 
venues  he  reaped  from  the  Church,  ought  to  have  fom 
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other  more  public  Defignation,  than  to  lift  out  of  Ob~ 
fcurity  a  private  Family. 

Braughing  lies  a  little  on  the  Eaft  of  the  Road* 
was  antiently,  next  to  Verulam ,  the  moft  confiderable 
Place  in  the  County,  and  is  thought  to  have  been  the 
Roman  Ceef aroma  gum,  fituated  28  Miles  from  London , 
as  by  Antoninus' s  Itinerary .  It  Fill  has  fome  Ruins  of 
its  antient  Eminence,  giving  Name  to  the  Deanry, 
and  the  Hundred.  On  the  Weft-fide  the  Herman - 
Jlreet ,  now  the  Road  to  Cambridge ,  we  find  the  Ruins 
of  a  Roman  Camp*  The  Church  is  an  handfome 
Building,  and  hath  a  Ring  of  Five  good  Bells. 

Near  the  Church-yard  is  an  old  Houfe,  at  prefent 
inhabited  by  poor  Famdies,  which  was  given  with 
all  Sorts  of  Furniture  for  Weddings.  They  brought 
hither  their  Provifons,  and  had  a  large  Kitchen,  with 
a  Caldron,  large  Spits  and  Dripping-pan  ;  a  large  Room 
for  Merriment;  a  Lodging- room,  with  a  Bride- bed, 
and  good  Linen ;  fome  of  which  F urniture  was  in  be¬ 
ing  a  few  Years  ago. 

This  Provifon  wasalfo  at  I  her  field,  and  the  Kitchen 
Utenfils  ;  but  lately  loft,  asl  have  obferved,  A  193. 

Vfie  proceeded  through  Puc bridge,  a  little  Hamlet- 
town,  but  a  great  Thoroughfare,  {landing  on  the 
Herman  Jlreet,  where  are  feveral  good  Inn3  for  Travel¬ 
ers  ;  and  came  to  Standon,  a  fmall  Mai  ket  town.  The 
Church  hath  Three  Iiles ;  the  Floor  of  the  Chancel  is 
Seven  Steps  above  that  of  the  Church,  and  the  Altar 
Three  Steps  above  the  Chancel* floor. 

Here  we  turn’d  fhort  to  the  Eaft,  to  vifit  Bifnop - 
Stortford,  lying  on  the  Borders  of  Ejfiex,  2 7  Miles 
from  London .  The  Conqueror  gave  this  Town  and 
Caflle  to  the  Bifhop  of  London ,  whence  its  Prmno- 
men',  and  King  John  feized  and  demolifhed  it,  for 
the  Offence  of  the  then  Biftiop,  who  was  one  of 
thofe  who  publiftied  the  Pope’s  Interdict  againft:  the 
Nation.  The  Town,  in  the  fame  Reign,  was  in¬ 
corporated,  and  returned  Members  to  Seven  fuc- 

K  2  ceftive 
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ceftive  Parliaments.  The  Bifhop  was  reftored  by  the 
fame  Prince,  and  Satisfaction  made  him  for  demo- 
lifhing  the  Caftle.  The  Hill  or  Keep  of  the  CaRle: 
is  artificial,  made  of  Earth  carried  thither,  with  a. 
Bread:- work  at  Top,  of  Stones  and  Morter.  A 
Bank  of  Earth  leads  from  it  through  the  moory 
Ground,  on  which  it  was  fituated,  to  the  North- 
eaft.  There  is  a  large  Wall  from  the  Top  of  the 
Hill  yet  remaining.  The  Bifhop’s  Prifon  was  in  be¬ 
ing  in  Bifhop  Bonner's  Time  ;  though  all  the  old 
Buildings  are  fince  demolifhed.  But  the  Caftle-guard 
is  {fill  paid  by  feveral  Places  to  the  Bifhop,  befides 
other  Quit-rents. 

The  Town  is  large,  and  well-built;  it  is  a 
Thoroughfare  from  London  to  Cambridge ,  Newmarket , 
and  St.  Edmundfbury ,  and  full  of  convenient  Inns.  It 
is  built  in  the  Form  of  a  Crofs,  having  Four  Streets 
turned  to  the  Cardinal  Points;  and  the  River  Stort  runs 
through  it. 

The  Church  dedicated  to  St.  Michael  is  lofty,  and 
Hands  on  high  Ground  ;  it  hath  a  fine  Ring  of  Eight 
Bells.  There  were  antiently  Three  Guilds  and  a 
Chantry  founded  here.  In  the  Church  are  Nine 
Stalls  on  a  Side  for  a  Choir.  On  the  North- fide  the 
Church,  is  a  Gallery  for  the  young  Gentlemen  of  the 
School,  built  by  Contribution  ;  upon  it  Sir  John  Hobart's 
Arms,  who  was  educated  there,  and  a  great  Bene¬ 
factor  to  this  Work. 

At  the  Weft-end  is  another  Gallery,  built  a  few 
Years  ago,  upon  which  is  an  Organ;  and  it  is  ob- 
fervable,  that  there  was  an  Organ  in  this  Church  fo1 
long  ago  as  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  VII.  A  new  Font 
Hands  before  it,  with  a  Pavement  of  black  and  white; 
Marble,  inclofed  with  Iron  Rails. 

There  are  a  great  Number  of  Monuments  in  the: 
Church,  particularly  one  in  the  North  Ifie,  for  Seven 
Children  of  Edward  Maphefden ,  who  died  of  the: 

6  Small 
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3mall-pox,  with  a  Latin  Infcription,  deploring  that 
heavy  Difpenfation. 

i;  Several  Benefactions  are  bellowed  on  the  Poor 
of  this  Town,  particularly  Two  Alms-houfes  in  Pot- 
ters-jlreet.  But  the  greateft  Ornament  of  the  Town 
is  the  School,  built  39  Years  ago,  by  Contribution 
of  the  Gentlemen  of  Hertfordjhire  and  Effete ,  at 
the  Requeft  of  Dr.  Thomas  Tooke ,  late  Mafler,  who 
alfo  procured  feveral  Sums  for  completing  it,  from 
tire  young  Gentlemen  educated  here.  When  this 
Gentleman  engaged  in  it,  it  was  at  the  lowed  Ebb 
of  Reputation  ;  but  he  raifed  it  to  a  great  Degree 
of  Fame,  and  confiderably  increafed  the  Trade  of 
the  Town,  by  the  beneficial  Concourfe  that  it 
brought  thither.  He  revived  the  annual  School- 
fead,  and  charged  his  own  Edate  with  a  yearly 
Prefen t  to  the  Preacher  on  that  Occafion.  He 
died  May  4.  1721.  after  upwards  of  30  Years  fuc- 
ceisful  and  diligent  Labours  here.  By  his  Intered 
and  Care,  the  Gallery  in  the  Church,  for  the  Ufc 
of  the  School,  was  erected.  He  gave  a  Chalice  of 
20/.  Value  to  the  Church,  and  was  a  great  Bene¬ 
factor  to  the  School- library ;  which  is  a  very  good 
one,  and  was  fird  fet  on  foot  by  the  Reverend 
Thomas  Leigh ,  B.  D  who  was  Vicar  of  the  Church 
Anno  1680. 

The  School  ftands  in  the  High-dreet,  with  the 
Wed-front  to  the  Church-yard,  confiding  of  Three 
Rooms,  which,  with  the  Stair-cafe,  make  a  fquare 
Building.  'The  Grammar-fchool  takes  up  hall  of  it, 
all  the  Front  to  the  Street  ;  the  other  Two  are  the 
Library,  and  Writing-fchool.  Thefe  ftand  upon 
Arches,  under  which  are  a  Market  and  Shops,  which 
are  the  Property  of  the  Parifil  ;  and  here  the  School 
was  built,  at  the  Defire  of  the  Inhabitants,  who  got 
by  it  a  Covering  for  their  Market,  and  at  the  fame 
time  an  Ornament  to  their  Town. 
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Every  Gentleman  at  leaving  the  School  prefents  a 
Book  to  the  Library. 

Hadham  Parva  hands  a  little  North  of  Bijhop- Start- 
ford ,  and  is  of  chief  Note  for  being  the  Burying-place 
of  the  Capets ,  Earls  of  EJJex . 

The  Manor  of  Rye,  in  the  Parihs  of  Stan/led- 
Abbots. ,  is  famous  for  the  Plot,  called  thence  Phe  Rye - 
hoiife  Plot ,  faid  to  be  formed  for  afiaffinating  King 
Charles  II.  in  his  Return  from  Newmarket ;  for  which 
feveral  Performs  fuffered,  and,  among  the  reft,  the  Te¬ 
nant  of  the  Place,  Rumball ,  a  Man  of  a  daring  and  in¬ 
trepid  Spirit. 

Honefdon ,  feparated  from  EJJex  by  the  Start,  de¬ 
serves  to  he  mentioned  for  Three  Reafo ns ;  fir  ft,  for 
its  noble  Situation  upon  a  gravelly  rifing  Ground,  over¬ 
looking  the  Meadows  ;  adly,  for  being  the  Refidence 
of  the  Children  of  King  Henry  VIII.  in  whofe 
Hands  it  was  then,  on  account  of  its  good  Air, 
and  Vicinity  to  London ;  and  3 dlyr,  for  the  Seat  of 
Robert  Che/ter,  Efq;  built  within  thefe  few  Yeaj*s., 
nidofed  with  a  Park.  It  hands  upon  a  beautiful  Hill, 
overlooking  the  Meadows,  the  River  Start,  and 
Part  of  EJJex ,  from  the  back  Front;  from  the  other, 
it  hath  a  ProfpetSl  over  great  Part  of  Hertf  or dfhire , 
and  is  feen  from  Chejhunt  Common,  on  one  hand, 
as  St.  Paul's  is  from  the  other.  At  the  Entrance 
of  the  Avenue  it  hath  a  large  Bafin,  thro’  which  runs 
a  fmali  Stream ;  and  there  is  a  graceful  Plantation 
of  Trees,  with  Variety  of  Slopes,  adorned  with 
.Statues.  The  fame  Stream  afterwards  feeds  a 
C  .anal. 

We  purfued  our  Way  dire£Uy  South,  and  came 
to  Sawbridgeworth ,  or  Sabfivorth.  Among  feveral 
ancient  Monuments  in  the  Church,  is  an  handfome 
one  eredled  to  the  Memory  of  General  Lumley , 
Brother  to  the  then  Earl  of  Scarborough,  with  an 
Infcription,  greatly  to  his  Honour,  as  follows : 
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4  Here  lietn  the  Honourable  Henry  Lumley, 

4  Efq;  only  Brother  to  Thomas  Earl  of  Scarborough ; 

4  who  was  in  every  Battle,  and  at  every  Siege,  as 
4  Colonel,  Lieutenant-General,  or  General  of  the 
j4  Elorfe,  with  King  William ,  or  the  Duke  of  Marl - 
4  borough ,  in  Twenty  Campaigns,  in  Ireland , 

4  and  Germany ;  where  he  was  honoured, 

4  efteemed,  and  beloved,  by  our  own  Army,  by  our 
4  Allies,  and  even  by  the  Enemies,  for  his  fmgular 
4  Politenefs  and  Humanity,  as  well  as  for  all  his 
4  military  Virtues  and  Capacity.  He  fat  along  in 
; 4  Parliament,  always  zealous  for  the  Honour  of  the 
4  Crown,  and  for  *  the  Good  of  his  Country  ;  and 
I  *  knew  no  Party,  but  that  of  Truth,  Juft  ice,  and 
4  Honour.  He  died  Governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Jcrfey , 

4  the  i  8th  of  Ottober  1722.  in  the  63d  Year  of  his 
|  4  Age/ 

The  Manor- houfe  of  Pijhobury ,  in  Sabfivorth  Pa- 
rifli,  deferves  to  be  mentioned  on  account  of  its  re¬ 
markable  Strength  (though  built  in  Qiren  Elizabeth* $ 
Time),  and  lofty  Rooms.  ,  It  is  fituated  on  a  clean 
Soil,  has  handfome  Avenues  to  it,  with  the  River 
Start  behind,  which  communicates  with  the  Canals  in 
the  Garden?.  It  is  in  the  Pofleffion  of  the  Family  of 
Gardener . 

We  then  eroded  the  Country  dire£Uy  Wed  to 
Ware,  fituated  20  Miles  from  London ,  on  the  River 
Lee ,  in  its  Courfe  from  Milford.  The  I  own  Hands 
low,  upon  a  Level  with  the  River.  It  is  a  Place  of 
great  Trade  for  all  Sorts  of  Grain,  but  chiefly  Malt, 
which  is  conveyed  in  great  Quantities  to  London ,  by 
the  River  Lee ,  which  is  navigable  from  hence  ;  and 
the  Barges  bring  Coals,  &c. 

It  confids  of  one  principal  Street  a  Mile  long,  and 
other  back  Streets  and  Lanes.  At  an  Inn  in  this 

K  4  Town 
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Town  is  the  famous  great  Bed,  which  is  Twelve  Feet 
fquare. 

Ware,  being  20  Miles  from  London ,  is  the  fecond 
Poft-town  from  thence  on  the  Northern  Road.  The 
next  is  Royfton ,  13  Miles  farther.  Several  Alms- 
houfes,  and  a  I*  ree-fehool,  and  other  Charities,  belong 
to  this  Town. 

, Thomas  Byde ,  Efq;  Lord  of  the  Manor,  has  an 
Houfe  p'eafantiy  fituated  in  the  Park  here,  to  which 
is  an  Afcent  of  every  Side  ;  alio  a  Vineyard  newly 
plan  tech  One  late  Improvement,  befules  many  others, 
is  a  Cat  from  the  Rib,  which  by  that  means  turns 
that  Stream  thro’  the  Park  on  the  South-fide,  which  is 
a  fine  Nurfery  and  Protection  for  Trouts. 

In  the  North  Part  of  the  Town  was  fituated  the 
Pnory,  now  in  the  Poffeffion  of  the  Family  of  Had/- 
ley. 

At  Blake  S' -zv are,  the  moft  Eaffern  Part  of  the  Pa- 
r  fh,  is  a  Seat  of  William  B lutnmer ,  Efq;  with  a 
Stream,  called  the  Jjh,  on  the  Eaft  Front,  which 
feeds  a  Canal  and  a  Garden  by  the  River-iide.  The 
chief  Gardens  are  feen  from  the  Weftern  Front, 
which,  being  upon  a  Declivity,  afford  an  handfome 
Profpecf  that  Way. 

A  little  South  of  Ware  lies  Amwell ,  a  Village 
famous  for  giving  Rife  to  the  New  River ;  which, 
proceeding  in  a  direcl  Courfe  by  the  Church,  receives 
a  Spring  which  flows  with  great  Abundance.  It  is 
20  Miles  from  London  ;  but  the  Courfe  of  the  River 
is  computed  at  36.  It  was  begun  by  Sir  Hugh  Mid - 
diet  on  \  who  by  the  Affiftance  of  the  City  of  London ,  and 
by  Aid  of  an  A61  of  Parliament,  brought  it  to  Perfection. 

The  yearly  Profit  of  the  River  has,  fome  Years 
ag°>  been  computed  at  30,000  /.  and  the  Ex¬ 
pence  in  fupporting,  and  keeping  it  up,  is  laid  to 
amount  to  half  the  Profit.  ?Twas  divided  originally 
into  72  Shares,  one  Moiety  whereof  belonged  to 

private 
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private  Perfons,  and  the  other  to  the  Crown:  for  King 
'James  I.  for  the  fake  of  his  Palace  at  Theobalds ,  was  a 
great  Promoter  of  it.  The  Crown’s  Moiety  is  ftnee 
come  into  private  Hands;  who  however  have  no  Part 
in  the  Management ;  for  the  Corporation  confifts  of  29 
of  the  Proprietors  of  the  firft  36  Shares. 

This  River,  in  fa&,  draws  mo  ft  of  its  Water  from 
the  Lee ;  which  being  the  Property  of  the  City  of 
London ,  that  Corporation  oppofed  a  Bill  brought  info 
Parliament,  for  giving  farther  Powers  to  the  New 
River  Company  to  benefit  itfelf  by  the  Lee  River  :  but 
'ithe  Oppofttion  availed  not,  and  in  the  Seffion  1738-9. 
the  Bill  pa{Ted  into  a  Law. 

The  Governors  of  the  New- River  Company  agreed 
with  the  Proprietors  of  the  Lands  on  the  River  Lee , 
for  a  Cut  of  Two  cubic  Feet  of  Water  from  the  Paid 
River,  at  a  certain  Rate  ;  and,  after  the  Agreement, 
they  told  them  they  would  double  the  Pi  ice  for  a 
Four-foot  Cut ;  which  the  Proprietors  agreed  to,  not 
confidering  the  great  Difproportions  of  the  Two  Cuts. 
And  this  Cut  of  the  River  Lee  fupplies  the  largeft 
Share  of  the  New  River  Water. 

We  kept  along  the  great  Road,  through  Hoddef- 
don  (which  is  a  confiderable  Market-town,  and  noted 
alfo  as  a  Thoroughfare),  till  we  came  to  Broxbourn , 
which  lies  near  it  on  the  New  River  ;  a  fmall,  but 
pleafant  Village,  fituated  on  a  rifing  Ground,  having 
pleafant  Meadows  down  to  the  River  Lee.  On  the 
Left*  hand  of  the  Village  is  Broxbonrnbury ,  the  Seat  of 
the  Lord  Monfon.  The  Houfe  is  large,  and  in  the 
old  Gothic  Stile,  and  fituated  in  the  Middle  of  the 
Park  (which  has  been  planted  and  beautified  of  late). 
There  are  alfo  new  Offices  eredfed  at  a  little  Diftance 
from  the  Houfe,  in  a  Quadrangle,  on  the  fame  Plan 
with  the  King’s  Mews  at  Charing- cr of s.  1  hey  are 
placed  behind  a  large  Plantation  ot  Trees,  L>  that 
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they  do  not  appear  until  you  are  near  upon  them  ;  yet 
are  at  a  convenient  Diftanee  from  the  Manfion-houfe, 
which  I  was  informed  his  Lordfhip  alfo  propofes  to  re¬ 
build.  x 

The  Manor  of  Theobalds  is  in  this  Neighbour¬ 
hood,  where  formerly  was  built  a  magnificent  Seat 
by  Lord  Freafurer  Burleigh ,  who  gave  it  his  youn¬ 
ger  Son,  Sir  Robert  Cecil ;  and  he  exchanged  it 
for  that  of  Hatfield ,  at  the  Defire  of  James  I. 
who  made  it  his  Sporting-feat ;  and  here  ended  his 
Life.  From  this  Place  Charles  I.  fet  out  to  eredb 
bis  Standard  at  Nottingham.  FCins;  Charles  II.  made 
a  Grant  of  it  to  George  Monck  Duke  of  Albemarle , 
and  to  his  Male  I  flue  ;  which  failing  in  his  Son 
Chrtflopher ,  King  William  gave  it  to  William  Bentinck 
Earl  of  Portland ,  in  whofe  Grandfon,  the  prefent 
Duke,  it  hill  continues.  In  the  late  Civil  Wars, 
the  Palace  was  plundered  and  defaced  ;  and  is  be¬ 
come  a  poor  Village,  from  a  Royal  Refidence.  The 
great  Park,  which  was  inclofed  within  a  Wall  of 
10  Miles  Compafs  by  King  James ,  is  now  con¬ 
verted  into  barms.  The  Place  is  however  po¬ 
pulous,  and  the  New  River  runs  juft  by,  and  fome- 
times  through  the  Gardens  of  the  Inhabitants.  In 
this  Neighbourhood  Richard  Cromwell ,  the  abdicated 
Protedtor,  pa  fled  the  Jaft  Part  of  his  Life,  in  a  very 
private  Mariner. 

Walham-crofis  is  the  next,  and,  as  you  enter  Mid- 
dhfiex  by  the  North  Road,  the  laft  Place  in  Hertford - 
fere,  Handing  juft  on  the  Edge  of  Middlefiex .  '  It  is 
noted  for,  and  takes  its  Name  from,  the  Crofs,  built 
by  King  Edward  I.  in  Honour  of  his  beloved  Qi  een 
Eleanor ,  whofe  Corpfe,  in  its  Way  from  Lincolnjhire 
to  Wejlminjler,  refted  here;  and  a  Crofs  was  built  at 
every  Stage  where  it  refted,  and  Charing-crofis  was  the 
laft.  I  hat  Princefs’s  Effigies  placed  round  the  Pillar, 
and  the  Arms  of  her  Royal  Confort,  as  well  as  her 

own, 
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flown,  viz.  England ,  Caflile ,  Lecn ,  and  PotElou ,  are 

jftill  remaining,  tho’  much  defaced. 

■ 

And  thus  much  for  the  County  of  Hertford ,  with 
’  which  I  conclude  myfelf, 


S  I  R, 


Yours^  hc<> 


X,  E  T- 
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containing 

J 

A  Defer  ip  t  ion  of  Part  of  Buckingham¬ 
shire,  of  the  County  of  Oxford,  and 
Part  of  Wilts,  and  Gloucester¬ 
shire. 


5  / 

N  O  W  proceed  to  give  you  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  my  next  Journey'  through  Part 
of  Bucks ,  into  Oxford/hire ,  and  fhal] 
touch  upon  fome  Parts  of  Wiltjl ire>  of 
which  I  have  net  yet  taken  notice. 

On  the  Right-hand,  as  we  r’de  from  London  to  Ux¬ 
bridge ,  or  to  Colebrook ,  we  fee  Harrow ;  the  Church 
which  flan  ling  on  the  Summit  of  an  Hill,  and  having 
a  very  high  Spire,  they  tell  us,  King  Charles  II.  ridi¬ 
culing  the  warm  Difputes  among  fome  crit:cal  Scriptu- 
rahils  of  thofe  1  imes,  concerning  the  Vifible  Church  of 
Chrift  upon  Earth,  ufed  to  fay,  This  was  it. 


From  V-xW'idge  we  proceeded  on  the  Road 
'.■xn.dy  ••and  came .  to  JBc&t ors/ lc;d9  a  final]  T 


towards 
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-he  Road  to  Oxford ,  full  of  good  Inns,  and  (ituated  on 
1  dry  Hill,  famous  for  the  Refidence  of  Mr.  Edmund 
Waller ,  eminent  for  his  poetical  Talent. 

Then  we  went  on  to  Wickham ,  commonly  called 
High  or  Chipping  Wycoomb ,  from  Coomb,  a  Britijh 
Word  for  Galley.  This  is  a  large  Town,  confining 
of  one  great  principal  Street,  branching  out  into  divers 
fmall  ones.  It  is  full  of  good  Houfes  and  Inns,  being 
a  great  Thoroughfare  from  London  to  Oxford.  This 
Town  fends  Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

Not  far  from  Wickham  lies  Amerfham ,  or  Agmon- 
dijham,  a  fmall  Market- town,  very  antient,  fituated 
in  the  Chi  Item,  a  Part  of  the  County  abounding  with 
chalky  Hills,  covered  with  Woods  and  Groves  of 
Beeches;  and  which  fends  Members  to  Parliament. 
A  little  beyond  it  you  go  through  Chejham ,  a  fmall 
Market- town  ;  and  Jikewife  Wendover,  a  mean,  dirty 
corporate  Town  ;  which  fends  Two  Members  to  Par¬ 
liament  :  as  likewife  does  Aylefbury ;  which  is  the  largeft 

and  bell  Town  in  the  County.- - It  {lands  on  an  Hi  11 ; 

but  the  Country  round  it  is  low  and  dirty.  It  con  fills 
of  feveral  large  Streets,  and  has  an  handfomely  built 
Market-houfe,  which  Hands  in  a  kind  of  Quadrangle. 
It  has  alfo  a  Town-houfe,  where  the  Affizes  and  Sef- 
fions,  and  other  public  Meetings  of  the  County,  are 
held.  Provifions  are  here  cheap  and  plentiful,  which 
is  owing  to  the  rich  Vale  adjoining.  It  was  a  ftrong 
Town  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Saxons  Time,  and  a 
Manor  Royal  in  that  of  the  Conqueror ,  who  parceled 
it  out  under  this  odd  i  enure,  That  the  Tenants  fhould 
find  Litter  or  Straw  for  the  King  s  Bedchambers  Three 
times  a  Year,  if  he  came  that  Way  fo  often,  and  pro¬ 
vide  him  Three  Eels  in  Winter,  and  Three  Green* 
geefe  in  Summer  ;  which  would  be  but  a  mean  En¬ 
tertainment  at  Bed  and  Board  for  a  King  in  thefe 
Days. 

Many  of  the  Poor  here  are  employed  in  making 
Lace  for  Edgings ;  much  inferior  to  thofe  in  Flandrrf 

hut 
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but  it  is  Tome  Pleafure  to  us  to  obferve,  that  the  Englijh 
are  not  the  only  Nation  in  the  World,  which  admires 
foreign  Manufactures  above  its  own  ;  fince  the  French , 
who  give  Fafhions  to  moft  Nations,  buy  and  fell  the 
fineft  Laces  at  Paris  under  the  Name  of  Dentelles 
d  Angleterre,  or  Englijh  Laces.  The  Englijh  Ladies  are 
even  with  them  in  many  Inftances  ;  and  particularly 
in  refufing  to  buy  very  rich  Silks,  if  they  are  not  called 
French  ;  though  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  Looms  of  Spital-jields  outdo  any  of  thofe  in 
France. 

All  round  this  Town  is  a  large  Track  of  the  richeft 
•Land  m  England,  extended  for  many  Miles  almoft 
from  Tame ,  on  the  Edge  of  Oxfordjhire ,  to  Leighton  in 
Bedford/hire ,  and  is  called  from  this  very  Town,  The 
Vale  of  Aylejhury.  It  is  famous  for  fattening  Cattle 
and  Sheep,  and  tis  frecjuent  that  they  fell  a  Ram  here 
for  Breeding  for  Ten  Pounds.  Here  it  was,  that,  con- 
verfing  with  fome  Gentlemen  who  underftood  Coun¬ 
try-Affairs  (for  all  Gentlemen  hereabouts  are  Grafters, 
though  ail  the  Grafiers  are  not  Gentlemen),  they  (hewed 
me  one  remarkable  inclofed  Field  of  Pa  flu  re-ground, 
which  was  lett  for  1400/.  per  Annum  to  a  Grafier  ;  and 
I  knew  the  Tenant  very  well,  whofe  Name  was  Hough- 
ton ,  who  confirmed  the  Truth  of  it. 

The  late  Duke  of  Wharton  had  a  very  fine  Seat  at 
Winchenden ,  and  another  much  finer  nearer  Windfor , 
called  Uboum.  But  the  Cataftrophe  that  has  befallen 
this  once  fiourifhmg  and  truly  noble  Family  is  too  me— 

Jancnoly,  and  too  well  known,  to  be  animadverted 
upon  here. 

Near  this  Place  lies  Chilton ,  famous  for  giving  Birth 
to  that  ffeady  Patriot  the  Lord  Chief-Juftice  Crook, 
who  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  arbitrary  Meafures  of  levy¬ 
ing  Ship-money  without  the  Authority  of  Parliament. 

South- weft  of  Aylejhury,  lies  the  Market-town  of 
lame,  fituated  on  the  Side  of  a  Meadow,  and  alrnoft: 

cncom-' 
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encompafled  with  Rivulets.  It  confifts  of  one  lon» 
broad  Street.  The  Church  is  large  and  fine,  in  Form 
of  a  Crofs  ;  near  which  are  the  Ruins  of  a  Priory.  A 
Pot  of  Roman  Coin  was  found  here  feveral  Years  fince. 

The  Thame  joins  the  other  Branch,  named  alfo  the 
Thames ,  at  Dorchejler  in  Oxfordfhire. 

In  this  Vale  of  Aylefbury  flourifhed  the  great  and  an- 
tient  Family  of  Hampden ,  for  many  Ages,  in  the  En¬ 
joyment  of  very  large  Eftates,  which,  like  that  o iWhar- 
'ton,  are  now  diftipated. 

At  the  Confluence  of  the  Thame  and  Jfis  Rands  Dor- 
che/hr,  a  Town  of  Note  among  the  antient  Romans , 
and  in  the  Year  634.  was  made  a  Bifhop’s  See,  till  Re- 
mights,  in  1094  removed  it  to  Lincoln.  It  has  a  very 
large  Church,  and  a  fine  large  Stone  Bridge,  of  great 
Length  and  Antiquity. 

Eafl  of  Aylefbury  lies  Ivingo ,  a  pleafant  Market- town 
fituated  among  Woods,  in  a  Nook,  cr  kind  of  Penin- 
fula,  which  runs  in  between  Bedfordfhire  and  Hert - 
fordfhire. 

W  e  pa  fled  forward  North-weft  through  Winflow ,  a 
fmall  Market- town,  to  Buckingham ,  the  County- town, 
fituated  in  a  low,  fruitful  Ground,  furrounded  by  the 
Ouze  on  all  Sides  but  the  North.  It  is  governed  by  a 
Bailiff  and  Capital  Burgefles.  The  Caftle  was  feated  in 
the  Middle  of  the  Town,  upon  a  great  Mount;  but 
hardly  any  thing  even  of  its  Ruins  now  remains.  It 
divided  the  Town,  in  a  manner,  into  two  Parts  ;  the 
biggeft  to  the  North,  where  Rands  the  Town-hall  ;  the 
lefler  to  the  Vv  eft,  in  which  is  a  Church,  formerly 
noted ^  for  the  Shrine  of  St.  Rumbald.  The  Buildings  of 
the  I  own  are  old.  It  has  1  hree  Stone  Bridges  over 
the  River;  and  befides  the  well-built  Church, “there  is 
a  Chapel  eredfed  by  Archbifhop  Bechet,  which  is  now 
ufed  for  a  Frce-fchool.  Several  Paper-mills  are  eredfed 
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on  the  Ouzs .  The  County-gaol  and  Court  are  kept 
here,  and,  by  virtue  of  a  late  Act  of  Parliament,  the 
Affizes  are  held  in  it.  The  Town  fends  Two  Mem¬ 
bers  to  Parliament. 

It  would  have  been  inexcufable,  when  we  were  here, 
if  we  had  not  made  a  V Hit  to  Stow ,  hard  by  ;  a  Vil¬ 
lage  made  defervedlv  famous  bv  the  noble  Gardens  of  the 
Ri  glit  Hon.  the  late  Lord  Vifcount  Cobham .  With 
which  I  was  fo  charmed,  that  I  cannot  excufe  myfelf 
from  giv  ing  a  very  particular  Defer iption  of  them  ;  and 
I  have  no  doubt,  that  you  will  be  as  much  pleafed  with 
it»  however  imperfeCtly  I  may  give  it;  fince  your  in¬ 
firm  State  of  Health  permits  you  not  to  travel;  and  you 
have  told  me,  that  you  have  never  feen  them. 

We  enter  on  the  South- fide  of  the  Garden,  between 
Two  fquare  Pavilions  of  the  Doric  Order,  the  Work 
of  Sir  ‘John  Vanbrugh  ;  and  are  Hruck  with  the  fur- 
prifing  Grandeur  and  Variety  of  the  ObjeCts  that  pre- 
fent  ihemfelves  to  View,  of  which  I  (hall  give  a  brief 
Account  in  Order,  as  we  pafs  them. 

Firll,  then,  in  the  Middle  of  a  large  Octagon  Piece 
of  Water,  Hands  an  Obelifk  of  near  70  Feet,  for  a 
y et- cT - E an  to  cascade  from  the  1  op  of  it.  At  a  good 
Difiance  we  behold  Two  beautiful  Rivers,  which  join 
and  enter  the  QCtagon  in  one  Stream.  Over  one  of 

•CP 

the  Rivers  is  a  Pal'adian  Bridge,  which  is  an  agreeable 
Object  A  Gothic  Building,  70  Feet  high,  piefents  it- 
felf  on  the  Summit  of  a  fine  Hill ;  dedicated  to  Liberty. 

Here  we  have  likewife  a  View  of  the  South  Front  of 
the  Houfe,  up  an  Avenue  of  fia tel y  Trees ;  but  have 
great. Objections  to  the  Narrownefs  of  it:  however, 
ilnce  every  Tree  may  he  deemed  a  firt  of  Obelifk  to 
the  Honour  of  the  noble  Planter,  it  makes  a  good  Fx- 
cufe  for  their  Handing  ;  and  the  rather,  as,  if  they 
were  taken  away,  ir  would  create  an  Evd,  which  could 
Got  he  remedied  in  40  Years. 

As  the  Gothic  Building  is  on  the  Right-hand,  fo  on 
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(the  Left  appears  an  Egyptian  Pyramid,  dedicated  to  the 
[  Memory  of  Sir  John  Vanbrugh. 

In  fhort,  here  is  fuch  a  Scene  of  Magnificence  and 
1  Nature  difplayed,  the  Fields  abounding  with  Cattle, 
1  the  Trees  and  Water  fo  delightfully  intermingled,  and 
fuch  a  charming  Verdure,  Symmetry,  and  Proportion, 
j  every- where  prefenting  to  the  Eye,  that  the  Judgment 
is  agreeably  puzzled,  which  fingly  to  prefer  of  fo  many 
colledted  Beauties. 

Leaving  this  Point,  and  on  the  Left-hand  palling  by 
Three  Statues,  we  come  to  the  Cold-bath,  from  whence 
we  behold  a  natural  Cafcade  falling  down  from  the  be- 
Tore- mentioned  Odtagpn,  in  f  hree  different  Sheets  of 
1  Water,  into  a  large  Lake.  One  of  the  Sheets  glides 
through  an  Arch,  or  Piece  of  Ruin,  which  is  moffiy 
1  hid  by  a  Clump  of  Ever-greens  ;  but  his  Lordfhip,  as 
we  are  told,  defigned  to  make  a  good  deal  of  Amend¬ 
ment  to  it,  though  at  prefent  it  has  a  very  natural  and 
agreeable  Appearance. 

From  hence  we  proceed  to  the  Hermitage,  which  is 
agreeably  fituated  in  a  rifing  Wood,  and  by  the  Side  of 
the  Lake;  and,  palling  through  the  Wood,  we  came 
to  the  Statues  of  Cain  and  Abel ,  fronting  the  V mens 
Hortus ,  a  very  neat  Structure,  defigned  by  Mr.  Kent , 
the  Infide  of  it  painted  by  Mr.  Sleter  ;  and  on  the  I  rize 
is  the  following  Motto,  alluding  to  the  Painting  in  the 
Cave  : 

Nunc  amet ,  qui  nondum  amavit ; 

Afuique  amavit ,  nunc  a?net. 

Which  is, 

He  who  ne'er  lov'd,  a  Lover  grow ; 

And  he  who  has — continue  fo . 

Here  is  likewife  a  Sophia .  Each  Way,  from  the 
Entrance  of  the  Room,  is  an  handfome  Colonnade, 
leading  to  fquare  Tabernacles  or  Pavilions.  Here  are 

alfo 
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alfo  Four  venerable  antique  Buftoes,  of  Vefpafian ,  Nero> 
Cleopatra ,  and  Fau/lina. 

Hence  to  the  Head  of  the  Lake  we  have  a  pleafant 
View  of  the  Cafcade  3  and  from  hence  to  Gibbs’s  Build¬ 
ing,  or  the  Belvidere ,  which  is  placed  on  the  Top  of 
the  Mount,  is  a  noble  Profpeft  of  the  Houfe,  the 
Church,  the  Effigies  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  and  the 
late  Queen  3  the  Rotonda  3  the  Caftle  ;  which  a  Far¬ 
mer  now  inhabits,  and  was  built  for  that  Purpofe  ;  but, 
on  account  of  its  being  feated  on  the  Side  of  a  fine  riling 
Hill,  makes  a  beautiful  Appearance,  as  well  from  hence, 
as  from  many  other  Places. 

In  the  Garden  is  likewife  the  Temple  of  Friend/hip, 
from  which  the  Pavilion  at  the  Entrance,  the  Cafcade, 
the  Lake,  one  of  the  Fields  that  is  inclofed  in  the  Gar¬ 
den,  all  together  afford  a  Scene  truly  charming. 

From  hence  to  Bey  coat  Buildings,  paffing  through  a 
pleafant  Wood  with  feveral  agreeable  Profpedls  into  the 
Country,  we  fee  on  our  Right-hand  a  noble  Terrace. 
One  of  the  Buildings  is  a  very  good  habitable  Houfe  3 
the  other  Hands  on  a  fquare  Bottom  in  the  Garden  3  and 
in  the  Infide  of  it  are  Four  Statues  at  full  Length,  in 
Niches  3  viz.  Cicero ,  Faujlina ,  Marcus  Aurelius ,  and 
Livia .  The  Buildings  are  both  finifhed  with  pyrami- 
dical  Tops,  by  Gibbs.  Betwixt  them  is  a  very  hand- 
fome  Gateway,  which  is  the  fecond  Entrance  to  the 
Houfe,  from  which  leads  up  a  noble  Avenue  planted 
with  double  Lines  of  thriving  Trees. 

From  hence  to  the  Egyptian  Pyramid  mentioned  be*- 
fore,  which  is  60  Feet  high,  and  about  half-way  up, 
is  this  Infcription  in  very  large  Characters  : 

Inter  plurima  hortorum  horwn  eedificia  a  ]ohanne 
Vanbrugh,  equite ,  defgnata ,  hanc  pyramidem 
tlllus  memoriae  facram  ejje  voluit  Cob  ham. 

In  Englijh  thus : 

Among  a  very  great  Number  of  Structures  in  thefe 
Gardens ,  deftgned  by  Sir  John  Vanbrugh, 

Knight  n 
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Knight ,  Cobh  am  thought  fit ,  that  this  Pyramid 
fhould  he  /acred  to  his  Memory. 

And  in  the  Infide  of  the  Budding  is  the  following 
Infcription  : 

Lufifli  filth ,  edifii  fat  is ,  atque  bibifti ; 

7 empus  ahire  tibi  ejl ;  ne  pot  uni  largius  <zquo< 

Rideat  et  pulfet  lajciva  decentius  retas. 

Which  may  be  thus  tranflated  : 

Enough  youve  j Ported. ,  quaff'd  the  Bow /,  and  eat : 
,ci  is  time  that  from  the  Banquet  you  retreat } 

,  Eefi  Youth,  more  fitly  frolickfome ,  may  join 
5  o  pufh  you ,  reeling  under  Loads  of  Wine . 

From  hence  going  along  a  rort  ofFortification  walk 
an  our  Left-hand,  the  Wood  on  the  other  Hand,  we 
enter  the  Field,  which  is  inclofed  in  a  military  Way, 
with  a  Faked  Fence.  At  the  firft  Angle,  on  the  Middle 
of  the  Gravel- walk,  are  the  Statues  of  Hercules  and 
Ant  reus.  Hence  we  proceed  to  St.  Augufiine*  s  Cave, 
which  is  a  Building  of  Roots  of  Trees  and  Mofs  ;  and 
in  it  a  Straw  Couch,  with  Three  Infcriptions  in  Monk- 
ifh  Latin  Verfe.  It  is*  placed  in  a  natural  Wood,  and 
from  theOddnefs  of  the  Fabric,  and  the  agreeable  Sim¬ 
plicity  which  is  round  it,  makes  a  very  entertaining 
•Variety. 

Leaving  this  Place,  we  approach  a  Building  of  a  very 
different  Nature  —  the  Temple  of  Bacchus ,  built  of 
Brick,  with  Paintings  in  the  Infide  alluding  to  the  Name. 
Here  we  have  a  fine  diflant  Profpedl  toward  Aylefbury , 
and  JVendover  H  11s,  &c.  In  the  Garden  we  have  in 
full  View  the  Temple  of  Venus  :  and  between  the  Two 
is  an  Obelifk,  eredfed  to  the  Memory  of  a  Clergyman, 
with  this  Infcription  : 

Bo  the  Memory  of  Ro b i N  Co u cher, 

We 
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We  proceeded  from  hence  to  the  Saxon  Temple, 
which  is  a  folemn  Grove  with  the  Seven  Saxon  Deities, 
prefiding  over  the  feveral  Days  of  the  Week,  placed  in 
Niches  ;  and  in  the  Middle  of  them  {lands  an  Altar,  as 
for  Sacrifice.  All  the  Statues  are  extremely  good,  and 
this  Scene  agreeably  ftrikes  the  Mind  with  Serenity  and 
Com po hi  re. 

Our  Eye,  after  being  confined  in  the  Wood,  break¬ 
ing  at  once  out  of  it,  we  are  furprifed  with  a  fine  open 
Country  on  the  North  :  on  the  South,  the  Rotonda  ap¬ 
pears  :  on  the  Weft,  the  Boycoat  Buildings  :  on  the  Eaft, 
the  Equeftrian  Statue  of  the  lat^rFcing,  which  ftands  in 
the  Front  of  the  Houfe.  Thefe  Objedls  prefent  them- 
felves  from  Nelfon’s  Seat,  which  is  an  oblong  fquare 
Recefs  in  a  Clump  of  Ever-greens.  To  the  South  eaft 
is  a  View  of  the  Manfion-houfe,  which  is  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  good  one  ;  but,  his  Lordfnip  annually  adding  to 
and  improving  it,  one  may  fafelyfay,  that  it  would  not 
be  much  inferior  to  the  beft  Houfe  in  England ,  if  his 
Lordfhip’s  Defign  had  been  finiftied. 

Ehe  Offices  on  the  North- fide  are  all  inclofed  within 
a  moft  elegant  Wall,  with  Niches,  and  grand  Gate¬ 
ways  into  the  Offices  and  Gardens.  The  Houfe  and 
Offices,  if  perfedfed,  would  be  about  640  Feet  in 
Length,  fronting  North  and  South.  As  Nelfori* s  Seat 
lies  to  the  North- weft  from  the  Portico  of  the  Houfe, 
there  is  on  the  North-eaft  a  newBaftion  built  to  anfwer 
it;  and  fome  grand  Walks  by  the  Side  of  a  fine  Lawn, 
from  which  we  fee  numerous  Herds  of  Deer.  A  Semicirle 
of  fine  Timber  appears  at  fome  Miles  Diftance,  with  an 
agreeable  Country  between. 

The  next  Object  of  View  is  a  Corinthian  Column, 
on  which  is  the  Statue  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  with  this 
Infcription  : 

GEORGIO  AVGVSTO. 

Here  we  have  a  moft  delightful  Profpedt  over  the 
Country-;  and  in  the  Garden  feveral  of  the  Buildings 

prefent 
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i  prefent  themfelves  with  great  Pomp.  The  Lake,  whole 
1  Bounds  are  beautifully  concealed,  adds  much  to  the  ge~ 
I  neral  Agreeablenefs  of  the  Place. 

Dido’s  Cave  is  the  next  Subje£f:  of  our  Attention  : 
this  is  a  Stone  Building,  in  a  Wood,  and  raifed  on  a 
fort  of  Amphitheatre,  with  this  Infcription  : 

Spelunca?n  Dido,  dux  et  Trojanus,  eandem 

Deveniunt — — — 

In  Englijh  thus : 

Repairing  to  the  fame  dark  Cave  are  feen 

The  Trojan  Hero^  and  the  Tyrian  §>ueena 

•  .  X  ~ 

From  hence  we  advance  to  theRotonda,  which  is  a 
neat  airy  Building  by  Sir  John  Vanbrugh .  The  Dome 
of  it  fupported  on  Ten  Doric  Columns;  and  in  the 
:  Centre,  ftandingon  a  circular  Pedeftal,  a  Venus  a  Me- 
\  aids.  From  this  Place  we  have  a  View  of  Part  of  the 
!  O&agon ;  the  Lake,  the  Fields,  and  feveral  of  the 
i  Buildings,  prefenting  themfelves  alternately  as  we  turn 
ourfelves  round. 

As  we  go  from  hence  to  the  late  Queen’s  Statue,  by 
!  the  Side  of  a  Canal,  we  are  delighted  with  an  Altera¬ 
tion  of  his  Lordfhip’s  ;  viz.  On  each  Side,  the  Ground 
is  broken,  and  planted  with  Clumps  of  various  Kinds 
of  Trees,  intermixt  with  Statues,  which  are  promif- 
cuoufly  placed.  Her  late  Majefty’s  Effigies  is  erected 
on  Four  Ionic  Columns,  which  are  placed  on  a  large 
Pedeftal,  with  this  Infcription  in  golden  Letters: 

Honor i\  Laudi ,  Virtuti ,  Dives  Carolina 

That  is. 

To  the  Honour ,  Praife ,  and  Virtue ,  of  the  Divine 

Caroline. 


It 
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It  is  fituated  on  a  neat  Amphitheatre  of  Slopes,  wit 
paftoral  Figures  each  Way  from  it.  Nature  and  Ac 
here,  joining  together,  make  an  agreeable  Contraft. 

Next  we  are  led  into  the  Sleeping-pai  lour,  which  i 
a  fquare  Building  placed  in  a  Wood  with  Six  Walk 
centring  in  it.  Within,  are  painted  the  Ccsfars  Heads 
with  feveral  Feftons  of  Fruit,  idc.  On  the  Frize  i 
this  Infcription : 

\ 

Cum  omnia  fint  in  incerio ,  fave  tibu 
Which  is, 

Since  all  things  are  uncertain ,  indulge  thyfclf. 

Leaving  this  Place,  and  eroding  the  Avenue  before:: 
mentioned,  from  the  Pavilions  we  come  to  the  Witchi 
houfe,  a  fquare  Building,  the  Infjde  of  which  is  paintedl 
by  my  Lord’s  Gentleman,  with  feveral  Devices  allude 
ing  to  the  Name. 

We  arrive  next  at  the  Temple  of  Antient  Virtue , 
Rotonda  of  the  Doric  Order,  by  Mr.  Kent:  and  ii 
Four  Niches,  ftanding  at  full  Lengths,  are  the  Fou; 
following  Statues ;  viz. 

I.  Epaminondas,  with  this  Infcription  over  hii 
Head : 

Cujus  a  virtute ,  prudentia ,  verecundia , 
<Thebanorum  refpublica 
Libertatem  fimul  et  imperium , 

Difciplinam  bellicam ,  civilem ,  et  domejlicam , 

Accepit ; 

Eoque  ami '{Jo ,  perdidit . 

That  is, 

From  whofe  Valour,  Prudence,  and  Moderation 
the  Republic  of  Thebes  received  both  Liberty  an 
Empire,  its  military,  civil,  and  domeftic  Difcih 
pline ;  and,  with  him,  loft  them. 

*11.  Lr 


Bucks.  Great  Britain. 


2 15 


II.  Lycurgus,  with  this: 

Qui  fummo  cum  confilio  inventis  legtbus , 
Cmnemque  contra  ccrruptelam  munitis  optime 9 
Pater  patriae, 

Libertatem  firmijjimam , 

Et  mores  fanttijjimos , 

Expulfa  cum  dhitiis  avaritia ,  luxuria ,  libidine , 

In  mult  a  fecula 
Chib  us  fuis  injiituit . 

Thus  translated : 

Who,  having  invented  Laws  with  the  greateft  Wif- 
dom,  and  mod  excellently  fenced  them  again!!  all 
Corruption,  as  a  Father  of  his  Country,  mili¬ 
tated  for  his  Countrymen  the  firmed  Liberty,  and 
the  founded'  Morality,  which  endured  for  many 
Ages,  he  having,  together  with  Riches,  baniihed 
Avarice,  Luxury,  and  Lud. 

III.  Socrates, 

Ehii  corruptijjima  in  civitate  innocens , 
honor  um  hortatory  unici  cult  or  DEE 
Ab  inutili  otlo ,  et  vanis  difputationibus 3 
Ad  officia  vitae,  et  focietatis  commoda ,  ■ 
Philofophiam  avocavit , 

Hominum  fapientijjimus . 

That  is, 

Who,  being  innocent  in  a  mod  corrupt  State,  an 
Encourager  of  the  Good,  a  Worfhiper  of  One 
only  GOD,  as  the  wifed  of  Men,  reduced 
Philofophy  from  .ufelefs  Indolence,  and  vain  Dif- 
putations,  to  the  Duties  of  Life,  and  the  Advan¬ 
tages  of  Society. 


IV.  Ho- 
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IV.  Homerus, 

Jfiui  psetarum  princeps ,  idem  et  maximus , 

Virtutis  pros  CO)  et  immortalitatis  largitor , 

Dlvino  carmine , 
pulcre  audendum ,  patiendum  fortiter , 

Omnibus  noius  gentibus ,  inch  at. 

Thus  rendered : 

Who,  being  the  firft  of  Poets,  as  he  was  the  great- 
eft,  the  Herald  of  Virtue,  and  Beftower  of  Im¬ 
mortality,  known  to  all  Nations,  incites  all,  ini 
a  Divine  Poem,  honourably  to  dare,  and  refolutely 
to  fuffer. 

Over  one  Dooj  is  this  Infcription  : 

Charum  efte  civ  cm,  bene  de  republlca  merer  z,  laudari , 
coll ,  diligi,  gloriofum  eft :  metui  vero ,  et  in  odm 
eftb)  tnvidiojum ,  deteftabile ,  Imbeclllurn ,  caducum . 

Which  is : 

To  be  dear  to  our  Country,  to  deferve  well  of  the: 
State,  to  be  praifed,  honoured,  and  beloved,  is; 
glorious :  but  to  be  dreaded,  and  hated,  is  matter:: 
of  Ill-will,  deteftable,  weak,  ruinous. 

Over  the  other  Door  this : 

Juft  it  lam  cole  et  pietatem ,  quee  cum  fit  magna  In  pa — 
rcntibus  et  proplnquis ,  taw  /ft  patria  maxima  eft ... 
is <7  Tdta  ‘y/rf  efit  in  caelum ,  rt  z>;  kune  ccetum  eorumy 
qui  jam  vlxerunt. 

In  Engltjh  thus : 

Maintain  Juftice,  and  thy  relative  Duty ;  which,  as: 
it  is  great,  when  exercifed  toward  our  Parents 
and  Kindred,  fa  is  greateft  toward  our  Country.. 

Thao 


iBucks.  Great  Britain.  217 

/  * 

That  Life  is  the  Way  to  Heaven,  and  to  this 
AlTembly  of  thofe,  who  have  already  lived. 

ra;  ^  ‘ 

From  this  Place  we  have  no  diftant  Profpedt;  but, 

)  rrotwithftanding  that,  it  abounds  with  lafting  Beauties: 

it  is  really  placed  in  a  fort  of  Paradife;  and,  things 
i  rifing  adequate  to  that  Name,  you  fee  Friendjhip' 
ij  flourilhing  in  immortal  Youth;  in  the  Elyfian  Fields 
\  are  many  great  and  virtuous  Mens  Names  perpetuated, 
who  have  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  this  World  by 
anfwering  the  End  of  their  Creation.  Near  this  Place 
alfo  is  a  good  Emblem  of  thofe  who  have  deviated 
from  it,  in  the  Ruin.  Here  are  fweet  purling  Streams, 
refembling  the  melodious  Sounds  of  Birds,  OV. 

W e  are  now  not  far  from  the  Parifh-church,  which 
is  fo  clofely  furroiinded  with  a  Wood,  as  not  to  be  feem 
From  hence  we  come  to  the  Side  of  a  River,  where 

UnpoliJFd  Nature  cannot  hoajl  a  Part ; 

For  Chance  too  regular ,  too  rude  for  Art, 

And  by  its  winding  Banks  we  are  led  up  to  a  Grotto, 
decorated  with  Shells,  Pebbles,  and  Minerals.  Here  is 
likewife  a  Shell-pavilion,  the  Dome  of  which  is  fup- 
poited  by  Six  wreathed  Columns.  Thelnfide  of  it  hath 
ftvera]  Marks  performed  from  Shells,  and  divers  other 
Embellilhments.  On  the  oppolite  Side  is  another  of 
Pebbles, 

Hence  we  proceed  to  the  Three-arched  Building, 
which  is  a  pleafint  Recefs,  by  the  Banks  of  the  River  ; 
and  in  palling  we  fee  Antient  Virtue  peeping  on  the 
South-hde  of  us.  The  Church  we  have  in  full  View 
on  the  Weft.  To  the  Eail  is  fituated  the  Chinfe  Houle, 
a  Building  in  the  Pond,  the  Outfide  of  it  painted  very 
jngenioully,  in  the  Chinefe  Tafte,  by  the  celebrated 
Mr.  Sleter.  The  Inhde  of  it  is  Indian  Japan. 

The  Shell  Bridge  leads  us  from  hence  into  the  Ely- 
fan  Fields ,  the  moil  charming  Place  that  ever  Eyes  be¬ 
held.  It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  give  the  follow- 
^ql.  II.  L  ing 
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ing  Lines,  which  were  left  by  an  unknown  Gentle¬ 
man,  on  his  Entrance  into  them  : 

To  Lord  Co  b  H  a  m. 

Charm’d  with  the  Sight,  my  ravifh’d  Breaft  is  fir’d 
With  Hints  like  thofe,  which  antient  Bards  infpir’d. 

All  the  feign’d  Tales,  by  Superftition  told, 

All  the  bright  Train  of  fabled  Nymphs  of  old, 

Th’  enthuliaftic  Mufe  believes,  are  true  ; 

Thinks  the  Spot  facred,  and  its  Genius  You. 

Loft  in  wild  Rapture,  would  (he  fain  difclofe, 

How  by  degrees  the  pleafing  Wonder  rofe  5 
Induftrious  in  a  faithful  Verfe  to  trace 
*  The  various  Beauties  of  the  lovely  Place ; 

And,  while  fhe  keeps  the  glowing  Work  in  View, 
Thro’ ev’ry  Maze  your  artful  Hand  purfue, 

We  are  now  come  to  the  Monuments  of  Britijh 
Worthies;  the  firft  of  which  is  Mr.  Pope.  The 
Gentleman,  if  a  Gentleman,  who  left  the  following 
Lines  on  this  great  Poet’s  Bufto,  beft  knows  what  he 
meant  by  them : 

.  For  Love  fome  worfhip  ;  fome  for  Fear: 

Afk’ft  thou,  my  Friend,  how  Pope  came  here  ? 

The  next  is  Sir  Thomas  Gresham,  with  this 

Infcription : 

Who,  by  the  honourable  Profeflion  of  Merchant,  having; 
enriched  himfelf,  and  his  Country ;  for  carrying  on. 
the  Commerce  of  the  World,  built  the  Royal  Ex¬ 
change. 

Inigo  Jones, 

Who?  to  adorn  his  Country,  introduced  and  rivalled 
the  Greek  and  Roman  Archite&ure. 
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John  Milton, 

»i  Whole  fublime  and  unbounded  Genius  equalled  a  Sub- 
je£t  that  carried  him  beyond  the  Limits  of  this 
World. 

William  Shakespeare, 

Whofe  excellent  Genius  opened  to  him  the  whole  Heart 
of  Man,  all  the  Stores  of  Nature ;  and  gave  him 
Power,  beyond  all  other  Writers,  to  move,  aftonifii3 
and  delight  Mankind. 

Sir  Isaac  Newton, 

1  Whom  the  GOD  of  Nature  made  to  comprehend 
all  his  Works;  and  from  fimple  Principles  to  difi* 
cover  the  Laws  never  known,  and  to  explain  the 
Appearances  never  underftood,  of  this  ftupendoug 
Univerfe. 

Sir  Francis  Bacon  Lord  Verulam,  . 
Who,  by  the  Strength  txf  a  fuperior  Genius,  reje&ing 
vain  Speculation,  and  fallacious  Theory,  taught  to 
purfue  and  improve  Philofophy  by  the  certain  Method 
of  Experiment. 

In  the  Niche  of  a  Pyramid  is  placed  a  Mercury ,  witlt 
thefe  Words  fubfcribed: 

- Campos  Ducit  ad  Elysios. 

That  is, 

—Leads  to  th’  Elyfian  Fields* 

And  below  this  Figure  is  fixed  a  Square  of  black 
Marble,  with  the  following  Lines: 

Hie  manus  ob  patriam  pugrtando  vulnera  pcijji , 

Shiique  pit  vates ,  et  Phoebo  digna  locutiy 
Inventas  aut  qui  vitam  excoluere  per  artes9 
Unique  fui  m mores  alios  fecere  merendo, 

,  f 
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Thus  tranflated  : 

Here  are  the  Bands  who  for  their  Country  bled  ; 

And  Bards  whofe  pure  and  facred  Verfe  is  read: 
Thofe  who,  by  Arts  invented.  Life  improv’d  ; 

And  by  their  Merits  made  their  Mem’ries  lov’d. 

King  Alfred, 

The  mildefl,  jufteft,  mo  ft  beneficent  of  Kings,  who 
drove  out  the  Danes ,  fecured  the  Seas,  fupported 
Learning,  eftablifhed  Juries,  crufhed  Corruption, 
guarded  Liberty,  and  was  the  Founder  of  the  Englijh 
Conftitution. 

Edward  Prince  of  W ales. 

The  Terror  of  Europe ,  and  Delight  of  England ;  who 
preferved  unaltered,  in  the  Height  of  Glory,  his  na¬ 
tural  Gentlenefs  and  Modefty. 

Queen  Elizabeth, 

Who  confounded  the  Projects,  and  deftroyed  the  De- 
figns,  of  Spain ,  who  threatened  to  opprefs  the  Li¬ 
berty  of  Europe  ;  took  off  the  Yoke  of  Ecclefiafticall 
Tyranny;  reftored  Religion  from  the  Corruptions  of:i 
Popery;  and  by  a  wife,  a  moderate,  and  a  popular 
Government,  gave  Wealth,  Health,  Security,  toi 
England . 

King  William  the  Third, 

Who  by  his  Virtue  and  Conftancy  having  fa ved  his 
Country  from  a  foreign  Matter,  by  a  bold  and  ge¬ 
nerous  Enterprise,  preferved  the  Liberty  and  Re¬ 
ligion  of  Great  Britain. 

Sir  Walter  Ralegh, 

A  valiant  Soldier,  and  an  able  Statefman  ;  who,  en¬ 
deavouring  to  roufe  the  Spirit  of  his  Mailer,  for  the 
Honour  of  his  Country,  againff  the  Ambition  o 
Spain,  fell  a  Sacrifice  to  that  Court,  whofe  Arms  he 
had  vanquifhed,  and  whofe  Defigns  he  had  oppofed.  ^ 
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Sir  Francis  Drake, 

ii  Who,  through  many  Perils,  was  the  firft  of  Britons 
that  adventured  to  fail  round  the  Globe,  and  carry 
into  unknown  Seas  the  Knowlege  and  Glory  of  the 
Englijh  Name. 

John  Hampden, 

l  Who  with  great  Spirit,  and  confummate  Ability,  be¬ 
gan  a  noble  Oppofition  to  an  arbitrary  Court,  in  De¬ 
fence  of  the  Liberties  of  his  Country  ;  fupported  them 
in  Parliament ;  and  died  for  them  in  the  Field. 

Sir  John  Barnard, 

With  no  Infcription. 

Leaving  this  incomparably  fweet  Place  with  great 
!  Regret,  as  every  one  who  fees  it  muft,  we  came  to  a 
|  Monument,  with  this  Infcription  : 

Signor  Fido, 

An  Italian  of  good  Extraction,  who  came  into  Eng¬ 
land,  not  to  bite  us,  like  moft  of  his  Countrymen, 
but  to  gain  an  honourable  Livelihood.  He  hunted 
not  after  Fame;  yet  acquired  it;  regardlefs  of  the 
Praife  of  his  Friends,  but  mofLfe||§|de  of  their  Love, 
Though  he  lived  among  the  Gre^ty lie  neither  learnt 
nor  flattered  any  Vice.  He  was  no  Bigot,  nor  doubted 
he  of  any  of  the  XXXIX.  Articles :  and  if  to  follow 
Nature,  and  refpedt  the  Laws  of  Society,  be  Pnilo- 
fophy,  he  was  a  perfeft  PhiIofogfete&  a  faithful  Friend, 
and  an  agreeable  Companion,  a  loving  Hufband,  and 
diftinguifhed  by  a  numerous  Offspring,  all  which  he 
lived  to  fee  take  good  Courfes  ;  and  in  his  Old-age 
retired  to  the  Houfeof  a  Clergyman  in  the  Country, 
where  he  finifhed  his  earthly  Race,  and  died  an 
Honour  and  Example  to  the  whole  Species.  Reader, 
this  Stone  is  guiltlefs  of  flattery ;  for  he,  to  whom 
it  was  infcribed,  was  not  a  Man,  but  a  Grey¬ 
hound, 

L  3  Crofling 
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Crofting  the  Field  to  the  Gothic  Building  before- 
defcribed,  we  have  a  boundlefs  Profpeft  round  the 
Building.  From  hence  we  defcend  a  fine  Hill ;  and  on 
our  Left-hand  fee  a  Plantation  of  Ever-greens ;  on  our 
Right,  the  Well  deft  gned,  and  Rivers  defcribed,  from 
the  Pavilion.  This  Walk  leads  us  down  to  a  very 
handfome  Bridge  over  one  of  the  Rivers,  The  Roof, 
on  the  Side  facing  the  Water,  is  fupported  by  Ionic 
Columns ;  the  Back-fide  of  it  by  an  Alto-Relievo  of  the 
Four  Quarters  of  the  World,  bringing  their  Produces 
to  Britannia.  Here  are  likewife  painted  by  Mr.  Sk¬ 
ier,  Sir  IV alter  Ralegh ,  with  a  Map  of  Virginia  in  hi> 
Hand i  and  Sir  William  Penn ,  holding  a  Book  filled 
the  Laws  of  Penfylvania .  Here  are,  befides,  a  great 
many  modern  and  antique  Ruftoes  of  Marble. 

We  now  vifit  the  Imperial  Clofet,  which  is  a  Room 
very  near  the  Form  of  a  Cube ;  and  in  it  are  the  Three 
following  Figures,  painted  at  full  Length  by  Mr.  Sleter: 

Imp.  Titus  Cips.  Vespasian. 

With  his  Saying  over  his  Head,  Diem  perdidi ,  I  have 
loft  a  Day. 

Imp.  Trajan.  C^:s. 

With  his  Saying,  Pro  me:  fi  merear^  in  me.  For 
iiie :  but  if  I  deferve  it,  againft  me. 

Imp.  Marcus  Aurelius  Cjesar  Antoninus, 

With  his  Saying,  Ita  regas  imperator ,  ut  privatus 
regi  velis. — So  govern  when  an  Emperor,  as,  if  a  pri¬ 
vate  Perfon,  you  would  defire  to  he  governed. 

Pafting  a  noble  Iron  Gate,  at  the  End  of  a  fine  T er- 
race,  of  1990  Feet  in  Length,  and  Breadth  proportion¬ 
able,  which  leads  to  the  I ener is  Ilortus ,  we  come  to 
the  Temple  of  Friendjhip ,  a  lofty,  fquare  Building,  of 
the  Doric  Order,  with  Three  noble  Porticoes  on  the 
Sides,  which  appear  to  the  Garden.  The  Cave  and 
deling  are  painted  with  Hiftory-  pieces,  by  Mr.  Sle¬ 
ter. 
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ter.  At  the  Bottom  of  the  Room  are  placed  Ten  Pe- 
deftals,  for  the  Buftoes  of  his  Lordfhip,  and  Nine  of 
his  fele&  Friends.  Thofe  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
late  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Earl  of  Che  ft  er field,  the  late 
Lord  Cobham,  and  Mr.  William  Pitt ,  were  erected 
when  I  was  there.  " 

The  Pebble- Alcove  Is  a  neat  Recefs,  and  very  art¬ 
fully- embellilhed  with  Pebbles.  His  Lordfhip’s  Arms 
are  performed  with  the  fame,  and  difplayed  in  proper 
Colours. 

Congreve' s  Monument  is  an  Urn,  which  with  great 
Art  exp  redes  the  Genius  of  the  Man;  and  at  the 
Top  of  it  is  placed  a  Monkey,  beholding  himfelf  in  & 
Mirror,  and  under  him  this  Writing; 

Vita  imitatio , 

Confuetudinis  fpeculum * 

Comcedia . 

1 

That  is. 

Comedy  is  the  Imitation  of  Life,  and  the  Glafs  of 

Fafhion, 

The  Poet’s  EfKgies,  lying  in  a  carelefs  Pod u re,  fta# 
the  following  Infcription  ; 

Ingenio 

Acrl 5  fiaceto ,  expolito , 

Moribufque 

IJrbanis ,  candidis ,  faclUimis , 

Gulielmi  Congreve, 

Hoc 

fihialecunque  defiderii  fid 
Solamen  fimul  et 
Monumentum 
Pofuit  Cobham 
M.DCCC.XXXVL 


L  4 
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Thus  tranflated. 

In  the  Year  1736.  Cob  ham  eredted  this  poor  Con- 
'  Eolation  for,  as  well  as  Monument  of,  his  Lofs  of 
the  pieicing,  elegant,  polifhed  Wdt,  aud  civilized, 
candid,  moil  unaffected  Manners,  of  WiLUAkl 
Congreve. 

We  are  now  very  near  the  Pavilions;  and  in  going 
to  them,  walk  by  the  Side  of  the  River  and  OStagon^ 
pa  fling,  on  our  Left-hand,  Three  Satyrs,  and  a  dancing 
Venus. 

I  have  now  gone  round,  and  given  you  a  faint  De¬ 
scription  of  an  unparalleled  Chain  of  artificial  and  na¬ 
tural  .beauty  ;  and,  to  make  ufe  of  Mr.  Pope’s  Lines, 

Here  Order  in  Variety  you  fee , 

Where  all  things  differ ,  yet  where  all  agree . 

His  Lordfhip’s  Judgment  and  refined  Tafle  are  not 
lefs  confpicuous  in  his  Woods  and  Parks. 

And  thus  much  for  thefe  famous  Gardens  at  Stow. 
Going  bill  farther  Northward  from  Buckingham , 
we  come  to  the  following  Towns: 

^  Stony  Stratford  is  remarkable  for  Handing  on  the 
Roman  Caufeway,  called  IVatling-ffreet.  It  is  an 
ant  lent  and  well-known  Thoroughfare- town,  in  the 
Chejler  Road  from  London.  It  is  large,  and  well-built 
of  Stone,  has  Two  Churches  in  it,  and  a  Crofs  ere&ed 
by  Edward  1.  to  tne  Honour  of  his  Queen  Eleanor ,  and 
Gs  a  good  Stone  Bridge  over  the  River.  The  principal 
Manufacture,  as  well  in  the  Neighbourhood  as  in  the 
Town,  is  Bone- lace. 

t  This  Town  was  deflroyed  by  Fire  in  the  Month  of 
May  1743.  which  began  in  an  Houfe  near  the  lower 
Part  of  the  lower  Town,  about  Ten  of  the  Clock  in 
the  Morning,  at  which  time  the  Wind  blew  very 
ftrong  at  Eaft;  and  mod  of  the  Houfes  being  thatched, 
in  one  Hour  all  that  Side  of  the  lower  Town  was  de¬ 
stroyed,  and  Part  of  the  oppofite  Side,  as  alfo  the 

Church 
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I  Church  :  but  the  mod  remarkable  thing  wag,  that  this 
j  Fire  was  communicated  from  thence  to  the  upper  Town, 
^crofs  the  River,  and  over  a  large  Extent  pf  Meadow, 

/  which  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  done  by  a 
iPi&ure,  which  was  blown  (being  on  Fire)  from  the 
lower  Town,  and  falling  upon  a  thatched  Floufe  in  the 
]  upper,  the  Fire  foon  fpread,  and  intirely  deftroyed  the 
’  whole  Town. 

Newport-P  agnell  is  a  large,  well-built,  populous 
1  Town,  feated  on  the  River  Ouze^  over  which  it  has  Two 
j  large  Stone  Bridges.  It  carries  on  a  great  Trade  in  Bone- 
j  lace,  and  the  fame  Manufacture  employs  alfo  the  neigh- 
*  Souring  Villages. 

CO  o 

Oulney  is  a  pretty  good  Town,  where  alfo  is  carried 
on  a  confiderable  Manufacture  of  Bone- lace.  It  lies  on 
i  the  Extremity  of  the  County. 

We  then  fell  down,  back  again,  to  Buckingham  ; 
and  following  the  great  Road  North-weft,  we  came 
to  Brackley  in  Northamptonjhire-i  fituate  on  the  River 
Ouze,  an  antient  large  corporate  Town,  in  which 
j  are  T  wo  Parifh-Churches.  It  had  formerly  a  College, 
but  it  is  now  ufed  for  a  Free-fchool.  It  is  governed 
by  a  Mayor  and  Aldermen  ;  and  the  Market  was  once 
the  Staple  for  Wool,  in  that  County.  This  Town 
fends  Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

We  next  came  to  Banbury  in  Oxfordjhire ,  on  the 
River  Charwell,  It  is  a  large  Market-town,  under 
the  Government  of  a  Mayor  and  Aldermen.  It  has 
a  confiderable  Trade,  efpecially  in  Cheefe,  as  all  the 
Country  round  it  is  a  rich  feeding  Meadow-ground. 
Here  the  famous  Make-king ,  Earl  of  Warwick ,  fur- 
prifed  the  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  and  his  Brother,  of  the 
Partv  of  Edward  IV.  and  beheaded  them.  This  Place 
returns  One  Member  to  Parliament, 

‘  /  * 

J,  S  ■ ,  On 
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On  the  Borders  of  this  County  W  eft  ward  from  this 
Town,  in  Warwickjhire was  the  famous  Battle  of  Edge- 
hill,  fought  between  the  Forces  of  King  Charles  I.  and 
thole  of  the  Parliament ;  where,  though  the  Victory  was 
dubious,  yet  the  Advantage,  in  the  Event,  inclined  to 
the  King’s  Side  ;  for  he  thereupon  took  Lord  Say’s 
Houfe  at  Broughton ,  and  Banbury  CafUe,  in  which 
were  800  Foot,  and  a  Troop  of  Hoife. 

Edge-hill  lies  at  the  Weft-end  of  the  Vale  of  Red- 
horfe ,  and  gives  a  mod  extenfive  PjrofpecSh  It  is 
ileep  to  the  North,  and  on  the  Top,  at  JVarmling- 
ton,  is  a  ftrong  large  Entrenchment,  faid  to  be  Danijh , 
tut  looks  more  like  Briti/h.  On  the  Defcent  of  the 
Hill,  between  Radway  and  Keynton ,  was  fought  the 
afore- mentioned  Battle;  here  alfo  they  {hew  where  the 
Slain  were  buried,  and  have  a  Tradition,  that  King; 
John  had  a  Palace,  and  refided,  at  Keynton. 

There  was  likewife,  at  Cropredy-B ridge ,  an  En¬ 
counter  between  the  Royalifts  and  the  Parliaments— 
lians  under  Waller’s  Command. 

Weft  of  Edge- hill  (lands  Shipton ,  a  little  Town  inr 
Gloucejlerjhire ,  which  has  a  very  large  Market. 

t  We  rode  Southward  to  Deddington  in  Oxfordjhire ,  ai 
a  large  1  own,  but  a  very  fmall  Market.  It  is  governed  by 
a  Bailiff,  and  formerly  returned  Members  to  Parliament. 

We  turned  a  little  Eaft,  and  came  to  Bicejler a. 
ftraggling,  indifferent  Town;  but  remarkable  for  hav¬ 
ing  had  once  a  famous  City  in  its  Neighbourhood,  called'; 
Aldchefter ,  long  fince  palled  over  by" the  Plough  ;  andii 
where  many  Roman  Coins,  Stones,  and  other  Anti¬ 
quities,  are  found  ;  which  was  undoubtedly  the  Maiman 
pf  Ravenna s.  Bicejler  is  famous*  for  excellent  Malt- 
liquor,  and  has  had  formerly  a  Religious  Houfe. 

[flip  lying  dire&ly  in  our  Way  to  Oxford ,  we  paff- 
ed  through  it.  It  is  remarkable  for  the  Birth  of  Ed¬ 
uard 
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ward  the  Confejfbr  ;  and  that  Dr.  Souths  as  well  a9 
other  eminent  Divines,  were  Minifters  here..  There 
are  fome  Remains  of  an  antient  Palace  fiill  left. 

From  hence  I  came  to  Oxford ,  famous  for  feve- 
ral  things,  but  chiefly  for  its  being  the  moil  flourifh- 
ing  and  confiderable  Univerfity  in  the  World, 

There  has  been  a  long  Con teft  between  the  Two 
Englijh  Uni  verbifies,  about  the  Priority  of  their  Foun¬ 
dations,  which  perhaps  will  never  be  decided,  and 
|-  fo  I  oafs  it  over. 

It  is  out  of  Queftion,  that,  in  the  Largenefs  of  the 
i  Place,  the  Beauty  of  Situation,  the  Number  of  Inha¬ 
bitants,  and  of  Scholars,  Oxford  has  the  Advantage,  In 
fhort,  Oxford  has  feveral  things  as  an  Univerfity,  which 
Cambridge  has  not ;  and  Cambridge  has  feveral  things  ii% 
it,  which  cannot  be  found  in  Oxford.  For  Example, 

The  Theatre,  the  Mufeum  or  Chamber  of  Rari¬ 
ties,  the  Bodleian  Library,  the  Number  of  Colleges, 
and  the  Magnificence  of  their  Buildings,  are  on  the 
Side  of  Oxford:  yet  King9 s- College  Chapel  and  Col¬ 
lege  are  in  favour  of  Cambridge ,  being  the  finefl 
Structures  of  the  kind  that  can  be  feen ;  and  the  new 
Buildings  eredled  lately  there  make  that  whole  Uni¬ 
verfity  {fill  more  confiderable  in  this  way. 

Oxford  is  a  noble  populous  City,  Univerfity,  and 
Bifhoprick,  fo  richly  pofleffed  of  all  that  can  contri¬ 
bute  to  make  the  Refidence  of  the  Scholars  eafy  and 
comfortable,  that  no  Spot  of  Ground  in  England 
j  goes  beyond  it.  It  is  fituated  in  a  delightful  Plain,, 

■  on  the  Bank  of  a  fine  navigable  River,  in  a  plentiful 
Country,  and  at  an  eafy  Diftance  from  London . 

Cambridge ,  on  the  contrary,  is  a  mean  Town,  not 
dignified  with  the  Name  of  a  City,  or  EpifcopalSee,  feated? 
among  marfhy  Grounds;  and  tho’  it  fends  Two  Mem¬ 
bers  to  Parliament  as  a  Borough,  and  Two  as  an  Uni¬ 
verfity,  yet  would  be  intirely  neglected,  from  the  Bad- 
nefsof  the  Situation,  and  the  Indolence  of  its  Inhabitants,- 
were  it  not  for  the  I. afire  it  receives  from  the  Univt  r- 
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ftty,  and  the  many  learned  Men  it  has  produced  to  the 
Honour  of  the  Nation,  at  home  and  abroad. 

I  (hall  prefent  you,  Sir,  with  a  Lift  of  the  Colleges  and 
Halls  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  together  with  a  brief 
Hiftopy  of  them  ;  but  muftobferve,  that  as  it  would  ex¬ 
ceed  my  Limits  to  give  an  Account  of  the  particular  Be¬ 
nefactions  by  which  their  Revenues  and  Buildings  are  fo 
fplendidiy  augmented,  I  (hall  only  mention  fuch  of  thole 
Benefactions  as  have  been  conferred  within  fo  few  Years 
back,  that  they  are  not  likely  to  be  found  in  other  Wri¬ 
ters. 


Of  the  Colleges  and  Halls  ///Oxford. 

i.  University  College 

T S  fituate  near  the  Eaft  Gate  of  the  City,  ’Tis  fo  very 
^ -  antient,  that  we  are  left  in  the  dark,  as  to  the  Time 
of  its  F  oundation.  That  it  was  in  being  before  the 
Y  ear  721.  is  certain  ;  but  how  much  {boner  9  is  not  evi¬ 
dent.  King  Alfred  could  not  be  fo  properly  called  the 
Founder  of  this  Univerfity,  as  the  Refiorer,  after  the 
Danijh  Devaluations.  In  the  Year  1332.  this  College 
was  recovered  into  a  State  of  Liberty  and  Independency, 
by  a  Sum  of  Money,  which  TVilliam  of  Durham  had  left 
for  the  Maintenance  of  a  Society  of  Students  of  Oxford , 
from  whom  it  was  fome  time  called  Durham-half,  and 
by  other  Benefactions  it  increased  to  what  it  now  is.  It 
his  a  Mafter,  Twelve  Fellows,  Seventeen  Scho¬ 
lars,  Two  Exhibitioners,  &c. 

Before  the  very  noble  Benefaction  of  Dr.  Rad- 
it  had  one  large,  beautiful  Quadrangle,  or 
fquare  Court ;  the  South-ftde  of  which  is  div  (led  into 
an  bandfome  Hall  and  Chapel.  In  a  Niche  before 
the  faid  Quadrangle  is  a  Statue  of  the  late  Queen 
Anne ;  and  in  a  Niche  on  the  Infide  of  the  new 
Quadrangle,  ftnce  built,  is  that  of  Dr.  RadcUffe ;  but 
not  extraordinary  either  of  them.  The  Additions  to 

this 
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this  College  will  be  mentioned  in  the  AbilracB  we  fhall 
by-and-by  give  of  Dr.  Radcliffe's  Will. 

T  he  Vifitors  are  the  Vice-Chancellor  and  Pro£k>rs. 

2.  Baliol-College 

Stands  in  the  North  Part  of  the  Town,  in  the  Suburbs. 
It  was  founded  by  ‘John  Baliol ,  Father  to  the  Kins;  of 
Scots  of  that  Name,  and  Devorguilla  his  Wife.  The 
former  began  it  about  the  Year  1262.  the  latter,  after 
her  Hufband’s  Death,  completed  it,  and  gave  it 
a  Body  of  Statutes,  which  was  afterwards  inlarged  by 
Philip  Somerville ,  a  great  Benefactor  to  this  College  5 
but  that  Body  was  afterwards  laid  afide,  and  a  more  ad¬ 
vantageous  one  fubftituted  in  its  room,  Ann .  1507.  by 
the  then  Bi chops  of  Winchejler  and  Carlijle.  This  College 
has  a  Maher,  Twelve  Fellows,  Thirteen  Scholars, 
and  Eighteen  Exhibitioners,  including  Four  founded 
by  John  Warner  Bifhop  of  Rochejler ,  for  Scotjmen. 

It  has  One  large,  antient  Quadrangle,  on  the  North- 
fide  of  which  is  the  Chapel,  and  the  Library,  furnifhed 
with  a  very  noble  Collection  of  Books,  >  Sir  Thomas  Wendy 
gave  his  Study  to  it,  a  few  Years  ago,  valued  at  1500  /. 

1  he  V ifitor  is  chofen  by  the  College, 

3.  Mer ton-Col lege, 

Situate  on  the  South-fide  of  the  City,  was  founded  by 
Walter  of  Merton ,  Bifhop  of  Rochejler ,  Lord  High  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  England .  The  Society  was  firft  planted  at  Mai- 
dern  in  Surry ,  in  1  264.  and  he  transferred  it  to  Oxford , 
Anno  1267.  The  Founder  framed  his  Statutes  fo  admi¬ 
rably  ,  that  they  were  propofed  as  a  Pattern  to  the  Founder 
of  Peter-houfe ,  Cambridge ,  by  King  Edward  I.  This 
College  has  a  Warden,  B’wenty-four  Fellows,  Fourteen 
Portionifts,  or  Poft-maflers,  and  Two  Clerks. 

The  Chapel  is  the  Parifh-Church  of  St .  John  Bapti/l ; 
it  is  a  fplendid  old  Building.  The  inner  large  Court  or 
Quadrangle  of  the  College  is  very  beautiful ;  it  has  a 
very  well  furnifhed  Library,  and  a  fine  Garden. 

The  Vifitor  is  the  Archbiihop  of  Canterbury. 

4.  Exe- 
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4.  Exeter-College 

Is  fituate  on  the  Weft-fide  of  the  Schools,  in  the 
North  Part  of  the  Town.  It  was  founded  Anno  1316.  by 
JValter  Stapledon  Bifhop  of  Exeter ,  Privy- Counfelior  to 
EdwardXl .  and  Lord  Treafurer  of  England ,  and  named 
Stapledon- Inn ;  and  called  Exeter-College  afterwards,  by 
Edmund  Stafford  Bifhop  of  Exeter ,  who  was  a  Bene¬ 
factor  to  it.  It  has  a  Redlor,  Twenty- three  Fellows, 
one  Bible-Clerk,  and*  Three  Exhibitioners. 

It  is  one  large  Quadrangle,  now  made  regular  and  uni¬ 
form  by  the  new  Buildings,  to  which  the  molt  Reverend 
Dr.  Narciffits  Marjh  Archbifhop  of  Armagh ,  formerly  a 
Fellow  of  it,  contributed  1400/.  It  has  a  very  noble 
Front,  over  the  Gate  of  which  is  a  fplendid  Tower. 

The  Vifitor  is  the  Bifhop  of  Exeter. 

5.  Oriel-College, 

Situate  on  the  South- fide  of  the  7  own,  was  at  fir  ft 
called  St.  Mary  s- College ,  and  King’s- College,  and  was 
founded  Anno  1324.  by  Adam  le  Bromey  Almoner  to 
King  Edward  11.  His  Son  Edward  III.  inlarging  the 
Revenue  of  it  with  a  rich  MefTuage,  called  Le  Or  tele ,  it 
took  the  Name  of  Oriel-College .  The  fame  Prince  an¬ 
nexed  to  it  for  a  Retiring- place,  in  cafe  of  Peftilence, 

St.  Bartholomew  s  Hofpital  near  Oxford.  It  has  a  Pro- 
voft.  Eighteen  Fellows,  and  Twelve  Exhibitioners.  It 
confifts  of  On 2  handfome  regular  Quadrangle. 

The  Vifitor  is  the  Bifhop  of  Lincoln. 

6.  Queen’s-College 

Is  fituate  near  the  Parifh-Cburch  of  St.  Peter  s  in  the 
Eaji.  It  was  founded  Anno  1340.  by  Robert  Egles fields 
Chaplain  or  Confeflor  to  Philippa^  Contort  or  King  Ed¬ 
ward  III.  in  Honour  of  whom  he  called  it  £hteerfs~ 
College ,  recommending  it  to  her  Royal  Patronage  and 
Prote&ion,  and  to  that  of  all  future  Queens  of  Eng¬ 
land.  There  were  to  be  aProvoft  and  Twelve  Fellows, 
out  of  Regard  to  the  Number  of  Chrift  and  his  A  po¬ 
tties,  and  Seventy  Scholars,  in  Allufion  to  the  Number 
of  the  Seventy  Difaples;  but  he  died1  before  his  Defign 
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\  was  completed.  The  Society  confifts  of  a  Provoft,  Six- 
|  teen  Fellows,  Sixteen  Scholars,  Eight  Chaplains,  Nine 
j  Taberders,  and  Twenty  Exhibitioners. 

I  Sir  JoJepb  JVilliamfon  was  a  fpecial  Benefactor  to  this 
College,  of  late  Times,  as  Edward  HI.  his  Queen, 
Arehbifhop  Grindall ,  and  King  Charles  I.  were  before  ; 
as  alfo  was  its  late  Provoft,  Dr.  William  Lancafier ,  in 
whofe  Time  were  begun  thofe  noble  and  extensive 
Buildings,  which  are  fo  juffcly  admired  ;  one  Side 
whereof,  in  which  are  the  Library,  the  Provoft’s,  and 
other  fpacious  and  {lately  Lodgings,  is  327  Feet  long, 
fupported  by  a  Piazza,  and  adorned  with  Statues,  &c+ 
The  Library  is  long  and  lofty,  very  magnificent  with¬ 
out,  and  well-furnifhed  within.  The  new  Chapel  and 
Hall,  lately  linifhed,  anfwer  the  other  Side  of  the  College. 

On  the  24th  of  May  1733.  Arthur  Onflow ,  Efq; 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  Chancellor  to 
her  late  Majefty  Queen  Caroline ,  transmitted  to  the 
Provoft  1000/.  from  her  Majefty,  as  Queen  Con  fort, 
and  Patronefs  thereof,  towards  fin  idling  the  new  Build¬ 
ings;  and  her  Majefty ’3  Statue  is  erecfted  there  under  a 
kind  of  Temple,  fupported  by  Pillars ;  but  not  to  the 
Advantage  which  the  Royal  Munificence,  and  fhe  good 
Intentions  of  the  College,  deferved. 

And  in  the  Year  1739.  we  were  aflured,  that  Mr. 
Michael  of  Richmond  has  left  an  Eftate  of  700  /.  per 
Annum  to  this  College,  the  Income  whereof  is  to  finifli 
the  Eaft  End  of  the  Buildings  of  the  faid  College  on  the 
Plan  laid  down  for  that  Purpofe,  and  afcer  this  to  com¬ 
mence  a  Foundation  of  Eight  Fellows,  at  50/.  per 
.  Annum  each,  and  as  many  Scholars,  at  25  /.  per  Annum 
each,  to  be  elected  from  the  whole  Univerfity ;  thofe  on 
the  prefent  Foundation  to  be  excluded.  The  Fellowfhips 
to  be  vacated  after  I  en  Years  Enjoyment;  as  they 
are  at  Wadham ,  Worcefier ,  and  Pembroke  Colleges  af¬ 
ter  Twenty  Years.  * 

The  Vifitor  of  this  College  is  the  Archbifhop  of  fork. 

•  7.  New- 
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7.  New-College, 

Situate  on  the  North-eaft  Part  of  the  Town,  was 
at  fir  ft  called,  The  College  of  the  Blejfed  Virgin  Mary  : 
it  was  founded  Anno  1386.  by  William  of  Wickham , 
Bifhop  of  Wincheftet\  and  Lord  High  Chancellor, 
who  alfo  founded  t‘;e  College  at  JV'incheJler .  ii.  has 
a  Warden,  Seventy  Fallows,  Ten  Chaplains,  Three 

Clerks,  Sixteen  Chorifters,  &c. 

■Great  Additions  have  been  made  to  the  Beauty 
and  Buildings  of  this  College :  befides  a  third  Story 
that  was  railed  upon  the  I  wo  original  ones  of  the 
great  Court,  at  the  Society’s  Expence,  Anno  1674. 
They  have  inlarged  their  Buildings  towards  the  Gar¬ 
den,  with  F  wo  ft  a  tel  y  and  unitorpi  Wings,  extend¬ 
ing  to  the  Garden ;  their  Chapel  is  mod  magnificent, 
folemn,  and  fplendid,  with  an  Organ  anu  Cuoir, 
They  have  a  very  lofty  Tower,  with  a  Ring  of  fine 
Bells  ;  and  under  that  and  the  Weft-end  of  the  Cha¬ 
pel,  a  very  handfome  fcjuare  Cloifter,  anu  a  little  Gar¬ 
den  within  it.  Their  Library  is  well  furnifhed  with 
Books  and  Manufcripts,  and  their  great  Garden  laid 
out  in  Form.  The  Front  of  it  is  a  Range  of  Iron 
Pa  lift  does,  and  a  Gate  of  exquifite  Work  ;  and  at 
the  South-end  they  have  a  Bowling-green.  Their 
Hall,  which  is  at  the  End  of  the  Chapel,  anfwers  to 
the  Magnificence  of  the  reft. 

TheVifitor  is  the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter. 

8.  Lincoln-College, 

Situate  in  the  Middle  of  the  City,  was  founded  in 
the  Year  1427.  by  Richard  Fleming ,  Biftiop  of  Lin- - 
cojn  ;  who  dying  before  it  was  completed,  Thomas  de' 
Rotherham ,  Bifhop  of  Lincoln,  afterwards  Lord  Highn 
Chancellor,  and  Archbifhop  of  York ,  ftnuned  it  Anno 
1475.  It  has  a  Redfor,  Twelve  Fellows,  Nine  Scho¬ 
lars,  Twenty  Exhibitioners,  I  wo  Chaplains,  G c. 

It  has  'Fwo  final  1  antient  Quadrangles,  not  very  re¬ 
gular* 
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jgular.  The  Chapel  is  beautiful,  and  built  by  Archbifhop 
uVilliams ;  the  Windows  are  very  curioufly  painted. 

T  he  Lord  Crew ,  Bifhop  of  L)urha?n ,  ordered  to 
stake  place  from  Michaelmas  1717.  the  following  Be- 
neta&ion.s  to  this  College ;  viz.  1.  Twenty  Pounds 
a  Year  to  the  Headfhsp,  and  10/.  a  Year  to  each  of 
the  Twelve  Fellow  Blips  for  ever.  2.  Ten  Pounds 
Per  Annum  for  ever  to  the  Curates  of  Four  Churches 
belonging  to  this  College.  3.  He  made  up  the  Bible- 
Berk’s  Office,  and  Eight  Scholarfhips,  which  were 
before  very  mean,  10  /.  per  Ann .  each  for  ever.  And, 
L  Settled,  to  commence  from  Lady-day  1718.  20/. 
ber  Ann.  each  on  T  welve  Exhibitioners  for  ever. 

1  he  Vifitor  is  the  Bifhop  of  Lincoln. 

9.  All-Souls-College. 

Its  Front  faces  the  High-ftreet.  It  was  founded  by 
Henry  Chichley ,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  for  offering  up 
Prayers  for  all  thofe  who  fell  in  the  Wars  of  Henry  V.  in 
France.  It  has  a  Warden,  Forty  Fellows, Two  Chaplains, 
Mine  Scholars,  Three  Clerks,  Six  Chorifters,  Gfc. 

Before  the  new  Buildings,  it  had  Two  Courts,  the 
arger  a  regular  and  {lately  Edifice.  The  Chapel  was 
rery  auguft  and  folemn  :  but  the  College  now  appears 
vith  a  new  Face. 

Colonel  Chrijlopher  Codrington ,  Governor  of  the 
Leeward  JJlands ,  bequeathed  to  this  College  10,000/. 
>ooo  /.  of  which  he  ordered  to  be  laid  out  in  building  a 
library,  and  the  other  4000  /.  in  Books  for  it,  and  be¬ 
queathed  his  own  Library  to  it  befides.  This  Library  is 
too  Feet  long  within  the  Walls,  and  32  Feet  and  an  half 
rroad  ;  it  has  Eleven  large  Windows  to  the  South,  and  a 
Yindow  of  Seventeen  Feet  wide  at  the  Eaft-end,  and  one 
t  the  Weft  of  the  fame  Dimenfions.  It  is  a  fine  Gothic 
trudfure,  built  fo  in  Conformity  to  the  Chapel.  Againft 
he  Entrance,  in  a  Niche,  is  the  Statue  of  the  Benefadfor, 
vith  a  fuitable  Infcription  to  his  Honour  3  which  he  for¬ 
bid 
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bid  to  be  mentioned  on  his  Monument;  on  whici 
is  only  cut  the  W ord  Codrington . 

Befides  what  will  be  mentioned  by-and-by  of  th< 
Benefactions  of  Dr.  George  Clarke ,  in  the  Abftrac 
we  (hall  give  of  his  Will,  that  Gentleman  in  his  Life¬ 
time  adorned  the  Chapel  of  this  College  with  a  magni¬ 
ficent  Marble  Altar-piece,  rich  Furniture  for  the  Com¬ 
munion-table  of  crimfon  Velvet,  trimmed  with  Gold 
lace  and  Fringe,  Books,  Candlefticks,  &c. 

Henry  Portman^  Efq;  alfo  placed  at  the  Eaft-end  ; 
cloathed  Refurredfion- piece,  painted  by  Sir  James  Thorn' 
hill.  And  the  Hon.  Dcddington  Greville ,  Efq;  was  a 
the  Expence  of  painting  finely  the  C;eling-piece.  Ant 
there  are  other  additional  Ornaments,  which  render  i 
worthy  of  the  Attention  of  the  Curious. 

A  very  handfome  Monument  was  ere£!ed  Ann 
1739.  *n  the  Chapel  of  this  College,  with  an  Infcripi 
tion  upon  it,  in  Honour  of  their  worthy  Benefa&o; 
Dr.  Clarke  afore-mentioned. 

The  Vifitor  is  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 

10.  Maqdalen-College, 

Bituate  without  the  Eaft-gate  of  the  Town,  ws 
founded  Anno  1458.  by  William  Patten,  alias  Wain ; 
fleet ,  Bifhop  of  Winchefter ,  and  Lord  High  Chancel 
lor.  It  has  a  Prefident,  Forty  Fellows,  a  School 
matter,  Thirty  Scholars  called  Demies ,  an  Ufhei 
Three  public  Readers,  Four  Chaplains,  Eight  Clerk: 
Sixteen  Chorifters,  an  Organift,  &c. 

When  the  new  Buildings  to  this  College,  whic 
they  are  now  carrying  on,  are  finifhed,  and  whic 
will  form  a  ftately  Quadrangle,  it  will  be  one  of  tb 
fineft  in  the  Univerfity;  and  they  have  made  a  gre; 
Progrefs  in  them. 

Ir  had  before  Two  Quadrangles,  the  innermoft  « 
which  is  regular,  and  confifts  of  a  Library  and  Lodo 
ings,  fupported  by  a  fpacious  Cloifter.  "I  he  Chape: 
and  the  great  Tower,  as  alfo  the  little  one  in  tl! 
Weft- end  of  the  inner  Quadrangle,  and  the  Hall,  a 

ve:: 
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ivery  lofty  and  magnificent.  They  have  an  exceed¬ 
ing  well-furnifhed  Library,  to  which  Colonel  Cod- 
srington  lately  gave  10,000/.  and  a  good  Collection 
of  Books.  Its  Water-walks ,  as  they  are  called,  make 
this  College  highly  delightful;  they  are  an  almolf 
i triangular  Gravel- walk,  fenced  with  Hedges  and 
'Trees  on  both  Sides,  fu rrounded  on  every  Part  with 
a  running  Stream,  and  inclofing  a  large  Meadow. 

heir  Grove  is  alfo  a  fine  fpacious  Extent  of  Ground, 

; planted  with  Lately  Villa’s  of  Trees,  one  Part  of 
I  which  is  laid  out  in  an  handfome  Bowling-green. 

The  Vifitor  is  the  Bifhop  of  Winchejler . 

11.  Brazen-nose-College 
Is  fituate  in  the  Middle  of  the  Town,  where  Rood  an 
Hall  of  the  fame  Name,  and  a  monflrous  Nofer  It  was 
founded  by  William  Smyth ^  Bifhopof  Lincoln ,  Counfellor 
to  Prince  Arthur ;  and  by  Sir  Richard  Sutton ,  Kt.  It 
;  was  begun  in  1509.  andfinifhed  1522.  It  has  a  Principal, 
IT  vventy  Fellows,Thirty  Scholars,  FourExhibitioners,^ifr. 

It  confifls  of  Two  very  handfome  Quadrangles ;  in 
the  lefler  of  which  are  the  Chapel  and  Library,  and 
[under  them  a  wfide  and  pleafant  Cloifler,  very  com- 
,pa£lly  and  elegantly  built. 

The  Vifitor  is  the  Bifhop  of  Lincoln . 

12.  Corpus-Christi-College 
Stands  on  the  South-fide  of  the  Town.  It  was  found¬ 
ed  Anno  1516.  by  Richard  Fox ,  Bifhop  of  TVinchefler , 
Lord  Privy-Seal  to  the  Kings  Henry  VII.  and  VIII. 
Hugh  Oldham ,  Bifhop  of  Exeter ,  gave  6000  Marks  to¬ 
wards  the  Building,  befides  Lands  towards  endowing  it. 
It  has  a  Prefident,  Twenty  Fellows,  Twenty  Scholars, 
Two  Chaplains,  and  Four  Exhibitioners. 

The  Structure  of  the  firff  Court  is  antient,  but 
within-fide  very  regular  and  handfome.  The  Li¬ 
brary  contains  a  noble  Treafure  of  Books.  Their 
Hall  was  beautified  a  few  Years  ago,  and  their  Gar- 
dens,  though  fmall,  are  kept  very  neat.  But  the  moff 
Splendid  Part  of  this  College  is  the  Lately  Row  of  Lodg¬ 
ings- 
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ings  ere£led  a  few  Years  ago  by  their  late  Prefident. 
Dr.  'Thomas  'Turner,  who  moreover  gave  them  his  nu¬ 
merous  and  valuable  Collection  of  Books. 

The  Vifitor  is  the  Bifhop  of  JVincheJler. 

13.  Christ-Church. 

This  College  takes  up  a  vaft  Extent  of  Ground 
and  flands  on  the  South- fide  of  the  City.  It  was  be-: 
gun  to  he  founded  Anno  1 5 15.  by  Cardinal  IVolfey 
hut  on  his  Difgrace  coming  into  the  King’s  Handsii 
and  thence  called  King’ s-  College,  his  Majefly,  that  hi 
might  not  feern  to  found  any  Part  of  his  Fame  on  an 
other’s  Bottom,  called  it  Chriji- Churchy  and  mad*: 
it  an  Epifcopal  See,  Anno  1541.  Afterwards,  Anm 
1543.  he  joined  to  it  Canterbury-College,  now  callee 
Canterbury- §uadra7igh,  and  Peckwater-Inn ,  now  calle*; 
Peckwater-Court.  However,  the  Buildings  lay  ver 
incomplete  for  almoff  an  hundred  Years  after,  whei 
Dr-  Bryan  Duppa ,  and  Dr.  Sa?nuel  Fdl,  Deans  of  thi 
Houfe,  and  afterwards  Dr.  John  Fell,  Bifhop  of  Oxfora 
Son  of  the  latter,  at  different  times,  by  the  Help  c 
many  generous  Benefactors,  brought  the  Buildings  t: 
furprifmg  Perfection. 

This  Foundation  is  numerous  and  magnificent,  for 
Dean,  Eight  Canons,  101  Students,  Eight  Chaplainn 
Eight  Singing- men,  Eight  Choriflers,  and  a  Teache 
of  Mufic  for  them,  an  Organiff,  a  Schoolmafler  am 
XJfher,  Forty  Grammar-fcholars,  a  Virger,  &c.  Then 
is  alfo  belonging  to  it  an  Hofpital  in  St.  Alafs  ParifE 
which  has  24  Poor.  In  the  {lately  Tower,  ii 
the  Front  of  the  Gate,  hangs  the  great  Bell,  calls 
'Tom  ;  which  was  removed  thither  out  of  the  Steeple  0 
the  Cathedral,  by  Bifhop  Fell.  It  is  Seven  Feet  and  ai 
Inch  Diameter,  and  Five  Feet  Nine  Inches  high;  ar 
weighs  near  1 7,000  Pounds  Weight.  This  Ball  is  tolle* 
every  Night  101  Strokes,  agreeable  to  the  Number  c 
Students  in  the  College,  to  give  Warning  for  fliuttir: 
up  the  Gates  in  the  Colleges  and  Halls  in  the  Urn 
verfity. 

T 


fl  -  / 

r 

Oxf.  Great  Britain.  237 

The  Buildings  of  this  College  are  very  large,  auguft, 
(ind  fplendid.  The  great  Quadrangle  has  a  wide  arid 
handfome  Terrace  round  it,  and  a  Fountain  in  the 
Middle,  Peckwater- Quadrangle  is  finely  rebuilt.  Can - 
\erbury  and  the  Chaplains  Quadrangles  are  alfo  conve¬ 
nient  Edifices-  The  Cathedral  is  lofty,  but  no  elegant 
Structure  ;  the  Hall  and  Library  high  and  fpacious ;  and 
j:he  latter  contains  a  noble  Colle&ion  of  Books,  to  which 
Or.  Aldrich ,  late  Dean,  made  a  fine  Addition.  It  isim- 
poffible,  in  my  narrow  Limits,  to  do  Juftice  to  this 
double  College,  which  is  an  Univerfity  of  itfelf.  I  {hall 
only  add,  that  Archbifhop  Wake,  lately  deceafed,  left  to 
lit  his  Library,  and  a  large  Cabinet  of  Medals,  computed 
to  be  worth  between  8  and  10,000/.  befides  other  Be- 
quefts  ;  and  that  the  College- walks  are  become  the  ge¬ 
neral  Rendezvous  on  Sunday  Evenings,  fince  the  {hutting 
up  the  Gardens  of  St.  John  Baptifi’s  College,  whither 
they  ufed  to  go  before  1748. 

The  Vifitor  is  the  King. 

14.  Trinit  y-College 

Stands  in  the  North  Suburbs  of  the  Town,  where 
once  flood  Durham- College,  founded  A?mo  1350.  by 
Thomas Hatfield  Bifhop  of  Durham*  At  the  DifTolution 
of  Abbeys,  it  running  the  common  Fate,  Sir  Thomas 
Pope,  of  Hertfordjhire ,  purchafed  it  of  thofe  who  had 
a  Grant  of  it  from  King  Edward  VI.  and  obtained  a 
Royal  Licence  to  turn  it  into  a  College  -}  which  accord¬ 
ingly  he  did  Anno  1550.  by  this  Name.  It  has  a  Prefi- 
dent.  Twelve  Fellows,  Twelve  Scholars,  &c. 

It  has  1  wo  Quadrangles.  In  the  firft  are  the  Cha¬ 
pel,  the  Hall,  and  the  Library.  I  he  Chapel  was  re¬ 
built  Anno  1693.  and  the  Work  of  it,  both  within  and 
without,  is  wonderfully  elegant.  The  Altar-piece  is 
<of  Cedar  inlaid  :  the  Rails  and  Screen  of  Cedar,  and  all 
adorned  with  exquilite  Carving.  The  Roof  is  enriched 
with  Fretwork,  and  an  admirable  Piece  of  Painting, 
reprefenting  our  Saviour’s  Afcenfion.  The  Pavement, 
from  the  Screen  to  the  Alrar,  is  of  a  black  and  white 

6  Marble* 
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Marble.  The  Gardens  on  the  Eaft-fide  of  the  College 
are  large,  and  well  laid  out,  containing  about  Three 
Acres  of  Ground  :  they  are  divided  into  1  hree  Parts :: 
the  firft,  which  we  enter  from  the  grand  Quadrangle* 
confifts  of  fine  Gravel- walks  and  Grafs-plots,  adorned! 
with  Ever-greens ;  and  the  Walls  intirely  covered  with 
them,  as  thofe  in  other  College- gardens  generally  are* 
Adjoining  to  this,  on  the  South,  is  another  Garden, 
with  fhady  Walks  o f  Dutch  Elms ;  and,  beyond,  a  Wil- 
dernefs,  adorned  with  Fountains,  clofe  Arbours,  round! 
Stone-tables,  and  other  Embellifhments.  At  the  En¬ 
trance  and  End  of  the  great  Walk  that  goes  through 
them,  are  very  noble  Iron-gates,  which  leave  a  Pro- 
fpe£f  open  to  the  whole  Eaft-fide  of  the  College. 

The  Vifitor  is  theBifhop  of  Wincbefter* 

15.  St.  John  Baptist ’s-College 
Is  fituated  in  the  North  Suburbs.  It  was.  founded  Anna 
1 555.  by  Sir  'Thomas  White ,  Lord  Mayor  of  London ,  in 
the  Place  where  ftood,  before  the  Diffolution,  St*  Ber¬ 
nard’ s-College^  built  by  Arcbbifhop  Chichley.  It  has  at  pre¬ 
lent  a  Prefident,  Thirty-nine  Fellows,  and  Eleven  Scho¬ 
lars,  an  Organifi,  and  Singing-  men,  Four  Choriflers, J5V. 

It  has  Two  fpacious  and  uniform  Quadrangles.  Fhe: 
inner  Court  was  built  by  Archbifhop  Laud ,  and  is  very 
elegant.  The  Eaft  and  Weft-fides  of  it  are  fupportedl 
by  noble  Piazzas,  in  the  Middle  of  which  are  Fwoi 
Portals  finely  fronted  with  Pillars  and  Carving.  In  one: 
of  thefe  Fronts  ftands  a  curious  Brazen  Statue  of  King; 
Charles  I.  and  in  the  other  of  his  Queen.  I  heir  Cha¬ 
pel,  which  has  an  Organ  and  Choir  in  it,  is  very’ 
handfome.  The  Library  takes  up  the  Eaft  and  South— 
fides  of  the  new  Quadrangle,  and  is  well  ftored  withn 
Books,  Manufcripts,  and  valuable  Curiofities.  The: 
Hall  is  neat,  and  adorned  with  good  Pi&ures. 

The  Gardens  belonging  to  this  College  alfo  are  large,, 
and  well  laid  out:  in  the  firft,  the  Walks  are  plantedl 
with  Dutch  Elms,  and  the  Walls  covered  with  Ever¬ 
greens:  the  inward  Garden  has  every  thing  almoft  that: 

car 
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i:an  render  fuch  a  Place  agreeable;  as  a  Terrace  a 
Mount,  Wildernefs,  and  well-contrived  Arbours  •  but 
liotwtthftanding  this  is  much  more  admired  by  Strangers 
than  the  other,  the  outer  Garden  is  become  the  gene- 
•al  Rendezvous  of  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  every  Sunday 
Evening  in  Summer.  Here  they  ufed  to  have  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  feeing  the  whole  Univerfity  together  almoft- 
tout  they  are  now  deprived  of  that  Privilege,  and  Cbrifil 
Ehurch  Walks  are  reforted  to,  as  we  obferved,  p.  227. 

*  Sherard,  formerly  Conful  at  Smyrna ,  who  died 
fuguft  1 2.  1728.  left  his  Library  and  Curiofities,  which 
are  very  valuable,  to  this  College,  befides  another  con- 
nderable  Legacy. 

T-  he  V  ifitor  is  the  Bifhop  of  Winchester, 

16.  Jesus-College 

Is  fituate  in  St  Michael's  Parifb.  It  was  be<mn% 
•Anno  1571.  by  Hugh  Price,  Profefl'or  of  Common-law 
tn  this  Univerfity,  Prebendary  of  Rochejler,  &c.  who 
leitgned  it  particularly  for  the  Benefit  of  his  Country¬ 
men  of  Wakey  but  the  Endowment  that  Gentleman 
made  of  it,  finking  into  nothing,  Queen  Elizabeth, 
dnno  1589.  gave  another  Charter  at  the  Society’s  Re- 
qued  ;  and  having  filled  herfelf  their  Foundrefs  in  the 
brfi,  it  is  frequently  attributed  to  her.  It  has  met  with 
o  many  generous  Contributors,  that  it  is  in  aflourilh- 
ng  State,  and  has  a  Principal,  Nineteen  Fellows, 
lgbteen  Scholars,  i  wenty-one  Exhibitioners 

It  has  Two  large  bandfome  Quadrangles,  the  inner- 
oioit  very  regular  and  uniform, 

Tne  V'  ifitor  is  the  Earl  of  Pembroke, 


17 *  Wadham-College 
Stands  in  the  North  Skirts  of  the  Town.  Its  Foun- 

lers  were  Nicolas  Wadham,  of  Merefield  in  Somerfet- 
mre,  Lfq;  and  Dorothy  his  Wife,  Daughter  of  Sir  IVil- 
wm  Petre,  Knight,  Pri  vy-counfeilor  to  Queen  Eliza - 
’eth.  He  formed  the  Defign,  and  died ;  and  foe,  in 
compliance  with  his  Death-bed  Requeft,  completed  it 
t  was  begun  Anno  1 609 .  and  finilhed  1613.  It  has  a 

Wa  rdens 
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Warden,  Fifteen  Fellows,  Fifteen  Scholars,  Tw 
Chaplains,  Two  Clerks, 

This  College  has  one  large,  regular,  beautiful  Qua 
drangle.  The  Chapel  ftands  out  behind  the  Quadrang 
to  the  Eaft,  regularly  anfwering  to  the  Library  ;  am 
its  Windows  are  finely  painted.  They  have  a  larg 
Garden,  handfomely  laid  out. 

The  Vifitor  is  the  Bifhop  ot  Bath  and  Wells . 
iB.  Pembroke-College 

Is  fituate  on  the  South- fide  of  the  Town.  It  ws 
formerly  an  Hall,  and  called  Broadgate-hall.  It  wl 
made  a  College  by  the  Munificence  of  Thomas  Tejdal't 
Efq;  and  Richard  Wightwicke ,  B.  D.  with  the  Licenc 
of  King  James  I.  Anno  1624.  The  Foundation  of  th 
firft  confifted  of  Seven  Fellows,  and  Six  Scholars ;  th 
other  of  Three  Fellows,  and  Four  Scholars.  The  pre 
fent Members  are  a  Matter,  Thirteen  Fellows,  Twenty 
three  Scholars,  &c.  It  had  its  Name  from  the  Earl  0 
Pembroke ,  then  Chancellor. 

It  has  one  handfome  Quadrangle,  the  Front  of  whic 
is  a  regular,  neat  Piece  of  Building.  A  pleafant  Gai 
den  alfo  belongs  to  it. 

The  Vifitor  is  the  Chancellor  of  the  Univerfity. 

19.  WORCESTER-COLLEGE. 

This  College  was  lately  called  Gloucejler-hall :  aft 
the  Dittolution,  Sir  Thomas  White ,  Lord  Mayor  « 
London ,  built  it,  for  the  Purpofe  of  Education,  an 
called  it  St.  John  Baptifl-hall ,  tho’  ftill  it  retained  t! 
Name  of  Gloucejler-hall,  till  it  acquired  a  collegia 
Endowment  by  the  noble  Munificence  of  Sir  Thom\ 
Cookfey ,  of  Ajleley  }n  Worcejlerjhire. 

It  had,  before  the  late  Dr.  George  Clarke's  Will 
its  Favour,  of  which  we  (hall  give  an  Abftradt  bi 
and -by,  a  Provoft,  Six  Fellows,  Six  Scholars,  &c. 

The  Buildings  lately  added,  now  carrying  on,  a 
the  fine  Legacies  left  to  it  by  the  faid  Gentleman,  w 
give  this  College,  which  had  been  in  no  very  go: 
Condition  for  home  time,  a  very  advantageous  Figu 
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\  in  the  Univerfity  ;  and  it  already  makes  a  very  lately 
:  and  fplendid  Appearance,  and  will  be  enabled  to  make 
a  ftill  better;  for  on  the  2d  of  October  1740.  died  a£ 
her  Seat  near  Gloucejler,  Mrs.  Eaton ,  One  of  the  Three 
CoheirelFes  of  Dr.  Birom  Eaton ,  formerly  Princi- 
3  pal  of  this  College,  when  Gloucejler-hall.  This  Lady 
3  has  left  a  very  great  Eftate,  partly  to  her  Relations, 
j  and  partly  to  Aas  of  Munificence,  fuch  as  the  Foun~ 

3  datio.n  of  Six  Fellowfhips  in  War cefler-C allege, ,  for  the 
i  Support  of  which,  v  and  the  erecting  a  Pile  of  Building; 
!  foi  them,  an  Eftate  of  7°°  /.  per  Annum  is  bequeath¬ 
ed.  I  he  Corpfe  of  this  Lady  was  honoured  by  the 
Attendance  of  the  Vice-chancellor,  and  all  the  Head® 
of  PIcufes  in  the  Univerfity. 

20.  Hertford -Col  lege. 


This  is  a  College  of  a  very  late  Eredfion  ;  for  it  was 
but  in  September  1740.  that  his  Majefty’s  Royal  Char¬ 
ter  pa  fled  the  Broad-leal,  to  ere&  Hart-hall \  as  it  was 
before  called,  into  a  College  ;  to  confift  of  a  Principal, 
as  before,  Four  Senior  and  Eight  junior  Fellows :  fa 
that,  at  laft,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Richard  Newton ,  the 
worthy  Principal,  after  an  Oppofition  of  feveral  Years, 
given  by  fome  who  ought  to  have  affifted  his  generous 
View,  has  obtained  a  Point  which  lay  very  near  his 
Heart;  though  not  till  feveral  of  his  worthyfFriends  (who 
would  have  contributed  largely  to  its  Endowment,  had 
it  been  efte&edin  their  Time)  are  demifed,  which  muff 
neceftariJy  be  a  great  Difadvantage  to  the  good  Defign. 

.  This  College,  as  it  muft  now  be  called,  ftands  iiTth* 
Parifia  or  St.  Peters  in  the  Eaft.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have 
had  its  Name  of  Hart-hall  from  the  firft  Syllable  ot 
Hartford  s  Surname,  who  was  once  Owner  of  it. 
IValter  Stapledon  Bifliop  of  Exeter ,  having  bought  it 
converted  it,  Anno  1314.  into  an  academical  Seminary9 
by  the  Name  of  Staple  don-hall,  and  endowed  it  with 
Maintenance  for  T welve  Scholars,  which  he  removed 
afterwards  to  Exeter-C allege,  on  building  the  fame  ;  and 
then  this  Hall  refumed  its-  own  Name.  It  has  a  Sti- 
VoL‘  M  pend 
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pend  or  Exhibition  belonging  to  it,  of  more  than  16  /. 
per  Annum. 

It  confifts  of  one  Quadrangle,  not  very  regular  ;  and 
the  prefent  worthy  Principal  has  made  feveral,  and  had 
projected  Hill  greater,  Additions  to  it,  which  would  have 
taken  place  long  ago,  but  for  the  Reafons  above  given. 

Thefe  are  the  Twenty  Colleges,  of  which  at  prefent 
this  famous  Univerfity  confifts.  There  are,  befides,  Five 
Halls,  which  are  Places  unendowed,  though  not  defti- 
tute  of  Exhibitions.  The  Students  in  thefe  fubfift  at 
their  own  Charge,  are  under  the  Government  of  a 
Principal  and  Vice-principal,  and  pay  the  former  for 
their  Lodging,  fcfc.  The  Principals  are  nominated  by 
the  Chancellor,  except  the  Principals  of  Edmund-hall . 
Their  Vifitor  is  the  Chancellor. 

I  will  give  a  brief  Account  of  each  of  thefe  :  and, 


i.  Alban-Hall. 

It  is  fituate  on  the  South-fide  of  the  Town,  and 
had  its  Name  from  Robert  St.  Alban ,  once  Proprietor 
of  the  Place.  It  became  academical  about  the  Year 
1230.  There  was  lately  no  more  than  one  Member, 
befides  the  Principal,  in  this  Houfe. 

The  Front  makes  but  a  tolerable  Appearance ;  but 

the  Infide  falls  fliort  even  of  that. 

2.  Edmund-Hall 

Is  fituate  in  the  Parifh  of  St.  Peters  in  the  Eaft ;  and 
has  its  Name  probably  from  one  Edmund ,  a  Citizen  of 
Oxford ,  Proprietor  of  the  Place.  Anno  1557.  it  was 
purchafed  by  $uten*s-  College ,  and  converted  to  its  pre¬ 
fent  Ufe,  containing,  befides  the  Principal,  about 


Twenty  Students  _  n  r  .  r  ,  .  , 

It  makes  one  Quadrangle  ;  on  the  Eaft-fide  of  which 
Hands  a  very  neat  Chapel  and  Library,  built  fome:: 
Years  fince  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Stephen  Penton>  its; 
Principal. 

3.  St.  Mary-HaLl, 

Situate  in  the  Parifh  of  St.  Mary ,  has  its  Name: 

cither 
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I  either  from  that  Church,  which,  with  this  Hall,  came 
1  to  belong  to  Oriel-College ,  by  a  Grant  of  King  Ed- 
•  ward  II.  dnno  1325.  or  from  Oriel-College  heretofore 
5  called  St.  Mary- Hall. 

Jt  confifts  of  One  Quadrangle,  not  very  regular.  Dr. 
1  John  Hudfon ,  Principal,  built  here  handfome  Lode- 
t  mgs  at  his  own  Expence.  There  are  about  Thirty 
i  Students  in  it.  *  J 

4.  New-Inn-Hall 

Is  fituate  in  the  North-weft  Part  of  the  Town.  It 
1  Was  called  Trilled!- Hal^  from  Two  Brothers,  Proprie- 
:  tors  of  it,  of  that  Name ;  one  Biftiop  of  Hereford ,  and 
f  the  other  Bilhop  of  Rochejier.  Afterwards  the  Founder 
i  of  N evj-Collcge  bought  it,  and  gave  it  to  that  College, 
Amo  1392.  and  from  that  time  it  was  called  New- Inn- 
1  Hall  It  had  lately  no  more  than  One  Student,  befides 
I  the  rrincipal. 

The  Building  is  antient  and  irregular. 

5.  St.  Mary-Magdalen-Hail, 

Situate  near  Magdalen- College,  was  built  by  William 
Wainfieet ,  Biftiop  of  Winch ejler.  Anno  1480.  for  a 
Grammar- fchool.  But  it  having  room  for  academi¬ 
cal  Students,  near  Forty  of  which  there  are  at  p  refen  t, 
and  fome  Additions  having  been  made  to  it,  it  became 
an  academical  Society.  It  enjoys  Fifteen  Exhibitions 5 
Five  of  8  /.  per  Annum,  and  Ten  of  10/. 

The  Front  is  the  moft  confiderable  Part  of  it ;  but 
it  has  a  pretty  good  Library. 

What  Additions  have  been  made  to  fome  of  the  Col¬ 
leges,  by  means  of  the  Wills  of  Dr.  Ratclife  and  Dr. 
Clarke,  which  I  have  juft  referred  to,  will,  to  avoid 
Repetition  where  I  am  fo  prefled  for  room,  he  belt 
feen  in  Abftra£ts  of  the  faid  Wills,  which  may  forve  as 
a  Supplement  to  the  foregoing  Accounts  of  the  Colleges. 
Dr.  Ratcliffe  s  is  to  the  following  Eftedl  : 

c  He  left  an  Effablifhment  of  600  /.  per  Annum  for 
’  Two  young  Phyficians  to  travel,  to  be  enjoyed  by 
them  for  Ten  Years;  after  which,  or  in  ca fo  of 
Death,  others  were  to  fucceed  them,  for  ever. 

M  2  6  The 
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4  The  Remainder  of  the  Eflate  charged  to  fecure 
4  this  annual  Sum,  he  left  to  Univerfity 'College ,  Oxon. 

4  for  purchafing  perpetual  Advowfons  for  the  Members 
4  of  the  fame. 

6  To  St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital,  London ,  he  left 
4  500/.  per  Ann-  for  ever,  towards  mending  their 
*  Diet,  as  his  Will  exprefles  it  ;  and  ico  /.  per  Ann . 

4  more  for  ever,  for  buying  of  Linen. 

4  Five  hundred  Pounds,-  to  build  the  Front  of 
4  TJniverJity- College  anfwerable  to  what  was  before 
4  built,  and  for  building  the  Mailer’s  Lodgings  there- 
4  in,  and  Chambers  for  his  Two  traveling  Fellows. 

4  Forty  thoufand  Pounds  for  building  a  Library  in 
4  Oxon ,  and  purchafing  the  Houfes  between  St. 
€  Mary’s  and  the  Schools  in  Cat-Jlreet ,  for  that  Pur- 
4  pofe  ;  and,  when  built,  he  bequeathed  150/.  per 
4  Annum  to  the  Library-keeper,  and  100/.  a  Year 
€  for  ever  to  buy  Books  for  the  fame. 

4  He  charged  all  his  real  and  perfonal  Eflate  with 
4  the  Payment  of  thefe  great  Benefactions,  and  other 
4  large  Family-bequeils ;  and  willed,  that  the  Refi- 
6  due  ihoukl  be  .applied  to  fuch  charitable  Purpofes  as  his 
4  Executors  fhould  think  befl. 

4  He  willed  that  100/.  a  Year  for  ever  fhould  be 
6  applied  to  keep  in  Repair  the  Laid  Library,  to  com- 
4  mence  Payment  in  90  Years  after  his  Death. 

4  All  the  Livings  in  his  Gift,  he  willed  fhould  be 
G  bellowed  on  Members  of  Unlverfity- College ,  and,  if 
4  wanting  there,  to  Fellows  of  Lincoln  College. 

4  To  his  Executors,  who  were  William  Bromley ,  Efq;, 
4  Sir  George  Beaumont ,  Bart.  ' Thomas  Sclater ,  Efq;  andl 
4  Antony  Keck ,  Efq;  all  fince  deceafed,  he  left  500/.. 
4  each  ;  and  a  Power  of  nominating  Two  SuccefTors  ta 
4  each  of  them,  as  they  refpedfively  died.’ 

His  Will  bears  Date  Sept,  the  13th,  1714.  and  the 
D°Hor  died  Nov.  1.  the  fame  Year. 

We  fljall  now  add,  That  every  thing  being  done 

in 
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V 

i  in  pursuance  of  this  Will,  which  the  Time  fince  his 
j  Death  would  permit,  it  may  be  eafily  conceived  what  a 
J  glorious  Addition  the  Buildings  finifhed,  and  finifhing, 

1  by  its  Direction,  muft  be  to  this  renowned  Univerfity* 

George  Clarke ,  LL.  D.  was  feveral  Years  Repre- 
3  tentative  in  Parliament  for  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford , 

1  and  died  Ottober  12.  173b.  Of  whofe  Will  take  th® 
j  following  Abftradt : 

4  He  bequeathed  to  the  Library -keeper  of  7FT- 
4  cefter-College^  10/.  per  Annum ;  and  to  a  young 
4  Gownfman,  to  attend  to  reach  down  Books,  5  /. 

4  Four  thoufand  Pounds  for  building  Nine  Cham- 
4  bers  at  IVorceJler- College ,  and  finifhing  the  Chapel 

*  and  Hall  there ;  Six  of  thefe  Chambers  to  be  for  Six 
4  additional  Fellows  of  that  College,  who  are  to  have 
6  45  /.  each  per  Annum  ;  the  other  Three  to  be  for  fo 
€  many  additional  Scholars,  at  25  /.  per  Ann.  each. 

4  Fifty  Pounds  per  Ann.  to  be  laid  out  in  Books  for 
|  *  the  faid  College  Library. 

4  He  orders  his  Trufiees,  as  foon  as  they  can,  to 

*  purchafe  the  Ground  adjoining  to  W or cejler-C allege , 

4  for  inlarging  its  Site  and  Conveniencies. 

4  Fo  the  Univerfity  he  gives  the  whole-length 
4  Pictures  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary ,  to  he 
4  hung  in  the  Gallery  over  the  Schools;  the  Half- 
4  lengths  of  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon ,  and  his  Sort 
4  the  Earl  of  Rochejler ,  to  be  hung  in  the  Delegates 
4  Room  at  the  Clarendon  P  Anting  Aon fe  ;  and  an 
4  Original,  the  only  one,  of  Dr.  John  Ratcliffe ,  to 
4  be  hung  in  his  Library,  when  built. 

4  Alfo  he  bequeaths  to  the  Univerfity  all  his  Me- 
4  dais,  and  feveral  other  valuable  Curiofties,  which  he 
4  wills  may  he  kept  in  the  Mufeum  Ajhmoleanum. 

4  Fo  the  IVorceJler- College  Library,  all  his  printed 
4  Books,  and  Prints,  and  fuch  Manufcripts  as  his 
4  Truftees  fhall  think  fit;  alfo  to  the  fame,  all  the 
4  Defigns  of  Inigo  Jones  for  Whitehall^  which  he  takes 
4  notice  are  very  valuable. 
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4  To  the  fame  College  he  gives  a  large  Two-ear’d 
s  ^^ver  Cup,  double-gilt,  weighing  r  i  2  Ounces. 

the  VVarden  and  College  of  sill-  Souls,  whereof 

*  he  was  Fellow,  all  the  Furniture  in  hisCollege-cham- 

*  an^  That  in  the  Lodgings  he  had  built  there, 
with  nis  Prints  therein,  and  Pictures  over  the  Doors 

h  an'^  Chimney-pieces,  the  Cieling-piece  over  the  Stair- 

*  Hercules  in  the  Garden,  and  St.  Luke ,  in  Two 
Columns,  jo  be  ufed  in  the  Place  they  now  are  by 
the  Lid  VVarden,  and  his  Succeflors. 

i  o  the  Ufe  of  the  Fellows  of  the  faid  College,  the 
4  Tooms  under  the  great  Dining-room,  the  great  Dine- 
4  ing-  room  itfelf,  and  the  great  Bedchamber,  and 
4  Garrets  over  them. 

,  *  F°  All- Souls- College  he  bequeaths  alfo  his  Fourth 
g  urn  Oi  pi  denting  to  the  Vicarage  of  Ydrntcn,  for  the 
Benehc  of  fuch  of  its  Chaplains  as  have  but  a  flender 
4  Provifion;  and  20/.  among  the  College-fervants. 

4  An  Augmentation,  as  it  fhall  rife  out  of  one  of  his 
4  Mates,  to  the  Allowance  of  the  Two  Chaplains  of 
4  All-Souls ,  whom  he  hopes  the  Society  will  appoint  their 
4  Librarians. 

To  Sfueen  s- College  he  gives  the  Heads  of  Six 

*  Queens  of  England,.' 

You  will  refer,  Sir,  to  the  Accounts  I  have  already 
given  of  the  Colleges,  and  to  the  above  Abftra&s  of 
Dr.  Ratcliff e's  and  Dr.  Clarke's  Wills,  and  you  will 
have  a  View  of  the  State  of  thefe  Colleges,  even  when 
the  Works  are  finifhed  as  directed  by  thofe  Gentlemen, 
and  which  will  hold  for  Years  to  come  without  material 
Alteration,  except  in  cafe  of  new  Benefa&ions. 

I  fhau  now  give  a  Summary  of  what  a  Traveler  may 
ooferve  futtner  in  Oxford ,  en  paffant ;  and  refer  the 
curious  Inquirer  to  the  Hiftories  of  the  Place,  for  a  more 
ample  and  particular  Account  than  I  have  room  to  give. 

Befides  thefe  Colleges  and  Halls,  there  are  fome 
public  Buildings,  which  make  a  moft ■  glorious  Ap¬ 
pearance.  The  fir  ft  and  greateft  of  all  is  the  Theatre , 

a  Build- 
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a  Building  not  to  be  equaled  by  any  thing  of  its  Kind 
j  and  Bignefs  in  the  World.  Sir  Chriflopher  Wren  was 
1  the  Diredtor  of  the  Work.  Archbiffiop  Sheldon  paid 
j  for  it,  and  gave  it  to  the  Univerfity  :  there  is  a  world 
!  of  Decoration  in  the  Front  of  it,  and  more  beautiful 
l  Additions,  by  way  of  Ornament ;  and  the  infide 
J  Roof,  finely  painted  and  decorated,  is  never  enough 
to  be  admired. 

The  Bodleian  Library  is  an  Ornament  in  itfelf  wor* 

1  thy  of  this  famous  Univerfity.  I  have  not  room  for  its 
Hiftory  at  large,  but  (hall  briefly  obferve,  that  the  fir  ft 
j  public  Library  in  Oxford  was  erected  in  Durham-C allege , 

(  now  Trinity,  by  Richard  Bifhop  of  Durhatn,  Lord  i  rea- 
i  furer  to  Edward  III.  it  was  afterwards  joined  to  an- 
(  other,  founded  by  Cobham  Bifhop  of  Winchejler ,  and 
;  both  inlarged  by  the  Bounty  of  Humphry  Duke  of  G lqu- 
|  cejier ,  Founder  of  the  Divinity-fchools.  But  thefe  Li¬ 
braries  being  loft,  and  the  Books  embezuled,  and  the 
I  Place  where  they  were  depofited  quite  ruinous,  Sir 
i  Tho?nas  Bodley,  a  wealthy  and  learned  Knight,  having 
;  at  a  vaft  Expence,  collected  Books  and  Manufcripts  from 
all  Parts  of  the  World,  placed  them  in  the  old  Library- 
room,  built  by  the  good  Duke  Humphry. 

This  great  Work  was  brought  to  Effedl  the  Bch 
of  Nov*  1602.  and  has  continued  increafing,  by  the 
Benefadtions  of  great  and  learned  Men,  to  this  Day  ; 
fuch  as  Archbifhop  Laud,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  Oli¬ 
ver  Cromwell ,  Selden ,  Digby,  and  other  great  Names, 
Over  it  is  a  fpacious  Gallery,  adorned  with  Pidfures 
of  Founders,  Benefadfors,  &V.  and  with  the  antique 
Marbles,  which  were  the  learned  Part  of  the  inex- 
hauftible  Colledlion  of  the  Earl  of  Arundel ,  which 
have  been  illuftrated  with  the  accurate  Comments  of 
Selden  and  Prideaux.  Here  are  fome  of  the  moft  va¬ 
luable  Greek  Monuments  now  in  the  vVorld.  Over 
the  Porch,  upon  an  handfome  Pedeftal  of  black  Mar¬ 
ble,  {lands  the  Brafs  Effigies  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke , 
their  noble  and  generous  Chancellor,  given  by  the 
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1ate  Earl,  moulded  by  Rubens ;  alfo  a  very  lame 
Collection  of  Greeks  Roman ,  Britijh ,  Saxon,  Englijh 
snd  other  Coins,  prefented  by  Sir  T  and  other 
iiands.  And  that  indefatigable  and  learned  Colle&or 
of  Books,  and  valuable  Manufcripts,  Dr.  banner, 
Bifliop  of  Si.  Slfaph,  who  died  December  12.  1735. 
bequeathed  the  moil  curious  Part  of  his  fine  Collec¬ 
tion  to  this  noble  Library. 

In  the  Year  1740.  by  the  Death  of  Mrs.  Crew, 
-ReliCc  of  George  Crew ,  Efq;  an  Eflate  of  80  /.  per 
yinnum  is  fallen  to  the  Head  Librarian’s  Poft,  which 
before  was  very  inconfiderable,  though  it  required  a 
conftant  Refidence.  This  was  a  Legacy  of  the  late 
~j<ight  Reverend  and  Right  Honourable  Nathanael  "Lord 
Bithop  of  Durham ,  who  was  fuch  a  good  Be¬ 
nefactor  to  Lincoln-College ,  as  I  have  mentioned. 

Other  curious  things  in  Oxford  are,  the  Schools 
(winch  are  now  beautifully  repaired,  and  the  Names 
and  Arms  of  old  Benefactors  renewed  and  repainted), 
the  Mufieum,  the  Chamber  of  Rarities,  the  Collection 
of  Coins,  Medals,  Pictures,  and  antient  Infcriptions, 
the  Print ing-houfe,  the  Phyfic- garden,  the  Univerfity 
and  other  Churches,  the  Convocation-houfe,  &c.  all 
worthy  of  a  particular  Defcription,  had  I  room  to  give  if. 

The  Univerfity  is  governed  by  a  Chancellor,0  chofen 
by  bcrutiny  or  Collection  of  Votes  ;  he  is  generally 
one  of  the  firft  Noblemen  of  the  Kingdom. 

By  an  High  Steward,  chofen  by  the  Chancellor. 

By  a^Vice-chancelbr,  who  mufi;  be  one  of  the  Heads 
of  a  College,  recommended  to  the  Univerfity  by  the 
Chancellor. 

By  Two  Proctors,  chofen  annually,  by  turn,  out  of 
the  Colleges. 

The  other  Officers  are  the  public  Orator,  and  the 
Keeper  of  the  Archives,  Beadles,  Virger,  &c. 

But  though  I  have  Paid  fo  much  of  the  Univerfity ,  I 
muff  not  quite  forget  the  City.  Let  me  then  obferve. 
That  before  Raiiol-Gollege  they  fhew  the  Stone  in  the 

Street, 
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:  Street,  which  marks  the  Place  of  the  Martyrdom  of 
l  Archbifhop  Cranmer  and  Biihop  Ridley ,  then  upon 
*  the  Banks  of  the  Ditch,  without  the  City  W  ails, 

'  which  went  along  where  the  T  heatre  now  {lands. 

Beyond  the  River,  flood  Qfney-abbey,  founded  1129. 
1  Upon  the  Bridge  is  a  Tower,  called  Frier  Bacon’*  Study , 
>•  from  that  famous  and  learned  Monk. 

Over  another  Bridge,  on  the  Ifis ,  we  went  to  fee 
]  Ruleigh-  Abbey ,  where  fome  Ruins  ftill  remain,  turned 
( to  a  common  Brewhoufe. 

Of  the  Caftle  remains  a  fquare  high  Tower,  by  the 
River-fide,  and  a  lofty  Mount,  or  Keep,  walled  at 
Top,  with  a  Stair-cafe  going  downward. 

The  White -friers  was  a  Royal  Palace;  and  near  a 
;  Green  called  Beaumonds ,  they  (hewed  us  the  Bottom 
!  of  a  Tower  upon  the  Spot  where  the  valiant  Richard 
:  the  Fir  ft  was  born. 

Without  the  Town,  on  all  Hands,  are  to  be  feenthe 
1  Fortifications  ereded  in  the  late  Civil  W ars. 

As  to  the  City,  though  the  Colleges  make  up  Two 
j  Thirds  of  it,  and  are  ft  ill  elbowing  for  more  Room, 

!  yet  ’tis  large  and  regular  ;  the  Streets  are  fpacious, 

I  dean,  and  ftrait ;  the  Place  pleafant  and  healthful ; 
the  Inhabitants  genteel  and  courteous;  the  Churches 
many  and  elegant,  efpecially  Atlhallows> ;  and,  taking 
it  all  together,  and  including  the  Grandeur  and  En¬ 
dowment  of  the.  Colleges,  their  Chapels,  Halls,  Li¬ 
braries,  Quadrangles,  Piazza’s,  Gardens,  Walks, 
Groves,  &c.  it  muft  be  confidered  as  the  firft  Uni- 
verftty  in  the  World,  as  I  have  before  mentioned.  . 

On  the  Left-hand,  on  the  other  Side  the  River, 
the  laft  Remains  of  Godjlow  Nunnery  are  fituated 
among  the  fweet  •  Meadows.  Here  fair  Rofamond 
had  a  remarkably  fine  Tomb  ;  but  before  the  Diflo- 
lution  fcarce  could  her  Aftles  reft,  whofe  Beauty 
was  thought  guilty ,  as  one  fays,  even  after  Death. 

I  cannot  leave  Oxford  without  making  one  Ob- 

Cervation,  with  regard  to  thofe  who  iaftft3  that  it 
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was  to  the  Piety  of  the  Popifh  Times  that  we  owe  the 

*4  v?^tut*Ion  °f  the  Univerfity  itfelf,  the  Foundation 
and  Endowment  of  the  particular  Colleges,  and  the 
Encouragement  arifing  to  Learning  from  thence  :  all 
j  Lh  I  readily  grant ;  but  would  have  them  remem¬ 
ber  too,  that  though  thofe  Foundations  flood,  as  they 
ten  us,  800  A  ears,  and  that  the  Reformation,  as  they 
Ey,  is  not  above  200  Years  ftanding,  yet  Learning 
has  more  increafed,  and  the  Universities  flourifhed 
more,  more  great  Scholars  been  produced,  greater  Li¬ 
braries  been  raifed,  and  more  fine  Buildings  been  erect¬ 
ed,  in  thefe  200  Years,  than  in  the  800  Years  of  Po¬ 
pery  ;  and  I  might  add,  as  many  great  Benefa&ions 
have  been  given,  notwithftanding  this  very  momentous 
Difference,  that  the  Proteflants  Gifts  are  merely  A£!s 
of  Charity  to  the  W orld,  and  A£fs  of  Bounty,  in  Re¬ 
verence  to  Learning,  and  learned  Men,  without  the 
grand  Incitement  of  the  State  of  their  own  Souls,  and 
thofe  of  their  Fathers,  which  were  to  be  prayed  out  of 
Purgatory,  and  get  a  ready  Admiflion  into  Heaven. 

Oxford  was  made  an  Epifcopal  See  in  1541.  when 
Robert  King,  the  laft  Abbat  of  Ofney ,  was  eledfed 
Bsfliop.  Here  are  Two  Chari ty-fchools,  one  ereffed 
by  the  Univerfity  for  54  Boys,  the  other  by  the  City 
tor  50  Boys  and  Girls.  ^The  City  and  Univerfity  fend 
each  Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

_This  Place  was  for  many  Years  advantaged  by  the 
Neighbourhood  of  the  Royal  Court,  while  feverai 
Kings  of  England ,  being  taken  with  the  fine  Situa¬ 
tion  of  TVoodflock ,  made  their  Palace  there  the  Place 
of  their  Summer  Retreat. 

Dr.  Plott  allows  it  to  have  been  a  Royal  Houfe 
ever  fince  King  Alfred ;  and  a  Manufcript  in  the  Cot¬ 
ton  Library  confirms  it ;  and  that  King  Henry  I.  was 
not  the  Founder  of  it,  but  only  rebuilt  it.  And  as 
for  Hewy  II.  who  kept  his  Fair  Rofamind  in  it,  he 
made  only  fbme  Additions  to  it,  for  the  Entertain¬ 
ment  and  Security  of  his  beautiful  Miff  efs.  Not- 
withflandipg  which,  the  Queen,  having  got  Accefs 

to 
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:o  her  in  the  King’s  Abfence,  as  Tradition  informs 
js,  difpatched  her  by  Poifon. 

When  I  was  firfl  at  Woodfloch ,  fome  Years  ago,  I 
tfaw  Part  of  the  old  Palace,  and  the  famous  Labyrinth 
of  Fair  Rofamond ;  but  now  thefe  are  deftroyed.  Her 
{Bathing-place,  or  Well,  as  it  is  called,  is  left ;  a  qua¬ 
drangular  Receptacle  of  pure  Water,  immediately 
j flowing  from  a  little  Spring  under  the  Hill,  over- 
;:fhadowed  with  Trees  ;  near  which  are  fome  Ruins  of 
i  Walls  and  Arches.  King  Ethelred  called  a  Parliament 
:  here.  It  has  been  a  Royal  Seat,  as  I  have  faid,  from 
1  moil  antient  Times.  Henry  I.  inclofed  the  Park.  Acrofs 
1  this  Valley  was  a  remarkably  fine  Echo,  that  would 
repeat  a  whole  Hexameter,  but  impaired  by  the  Re¬ 
moval  of  thefe  Buildings.  A  {lately  Bridge,  or  Rialto 
rather,  now  leads  along  the  grand  Approach  to  the 
prefen  t  Ca  (lie  :  one  Arch  is  above  190  Feet  Diameter; 
a  Cafcade  of  Water  falls  from  a  Lake  down  fome  Stone 
Steps  into  the  Canal  that  runs  under  it. 

The  new  Palace  of  Blenheim  is  a  vaft  and  magni¬ 
ficent  Pile  of  Building  :  a  Royal  Gift  to  the  high 
Merit  of  the  invincible  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

The  Roof  is  adorned  with  a  Stone  Baluflrade,  and 
a  good  Number  of  Statues ;  but  there  are  feveral  Tow¬ 
ers,  or,  as  fome  call  them,  Cupola’s  (though  they 
referable  neither),  which  have  a  very  heavy  Afpedl : 
thefe  are  far  from  being  an  Ornament,  and  feem 
fuch  an  ufelefs  Weight,  that  one  would  think  they 
were  intended  to  fink  the  Fabric  beneath  the  Surface 
of  the  Earth  :  which  occafioned  the  following  Epi¬ 
taph  on  the  deceafed  Architect  Vanbrugh : 

Lie  heavy  on  him ,  Earth  l  for  he 
Laid  many  a  heavy  Load  on  thee . 

The  lofty  Hall  is  painted  by  Sir  James  Thornhill, 
the  Cieling  by  La  Guerre.  The  Rooms  are  finely 
enriched  with  Marble  Chimney-pieces  and  Furniture, 
bc:$  mors  by  the  incomparable  Paintings  and  FLng- 
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ings;  which  latter  reprefent  the  principal  Glories  of 
the  Duke’s  Life.  Among  the  Pictures,  are  many 
of  Rubens' s  beft  and  largeft  Pieces ;  that  celebrated 
one  of  himfelf,  his  Wife  and  Child,  among  others: 
Vandyke's  King  Charles  I.  upon  a  dun  Horfe,  of  great 
Value;  and  the  famous  Loves  of  the  Gods,  by  Titian , 
a  Prefent  from  the  King  of  Sardinia.  The  Gallery 
is  worthy  Admiration,  lined  with  Marble  Pilafters, 
and  whole  Pillars  of  one  Piece,  fupporting  a  mod 
coftly  and  curious  Entablature,  excellent  for  Matter 
and  Workmanfhip,  the  Window-frames  of  the  fame, 
and  a  Bafement  of  black  Marble  quite  round.  Before 
it,  is  ftretched  out  a  moll  agreeable  Profpeft  of  the 
fine  Woods  beyond  the  great  Valleys.  What  is  of  the 
mod  elegant  Tafte  in  the  whole  Houfe,  is  of  the 
Duchefs’s  own  defigning.  The  Chapel  is  equal  to 
the  reft.  The  Garden  is  a  very  large  Plot  of  Ground, 
taken  out  of  the  Park,  and  may  ftill  be  Laid  to  be  a 
Part  of  it,  well -contrived,  by  finking  the  outer  Wall 
into  a  Fofs,  to  give  a  View  quite  round,  and  take 
off  the  odious  Appearance  of  Confinement  and  Li¬ 
mitation  to  the  Eye.  It  is  within  well  adorned  with 
Walks,  Greens,  Efpaliers,  and  Villa’s  to  divers 
remarkably  Objects,  that  offer  themfelves  in  the  cir¬ 
cumjacent  Country.  Over  the  Pediment  of  this, 
front  of  the  Houfe  is  a  curious  Marble  Bufto  of 
Lewis  XIV.  bigger  than  the  Life,  taken  from  the 
Gate  of  the  Citadel  of  Tournay .  The  Orangery  is 
a  pretty  Room.  Near  the  Gate  of  the  Palace  is'  the 
Houfe  where  our  famous  Chaucer  was  born.  At  the 
Entrance  into  the  Caftle  from  the  Town,  her  Grace 
has  erected  a  noble  triumphal  Arch,  to  the  Memory 
of  the  Duke  ;  and  has  fet  up  a  vaft  Obelifk  in  the 
principal  Avenue  of  the  Park,  whereon  is  infer  i bed 
the  beft  Account  of  the  Duke’s  Actions  and  Cha¬ 
racter,  that  ever  was  penned  in  the  fame  Compafs; 
and  indeed  is  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  the  greateffc 
Genius  of  his  Time5  the  late  Lord  Vifcount  B . 
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The  Infcription  does  fo  much  Honour  to  the  Me- 
Imory  of  the  Duke,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  the  Bri- 
I  tijh  Nation,  that  I  cannot  deny  to  myfelf  the  Pleafure 
‘of  inferting  it  here,  as  follows : 

,!  The  Cattle  of  Blenheim  was  founded  by  Queen  Anne, 
In  the  Fourth  Year  of  her  Reign, 

In  the  Year  of  the  Chriftian  JEra  1705. 

.  A  Monument  defigned  to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of  the 

Signal  Vidlory 

Obtained  over  the  French  and  Bavarian s9 
Near  the  Village  of  Blenheim , 

On  the  Banks  of  the  Danube , 

By  J  o  h  n  Duke  of  Marlborough: 

The  Hero  not  only  of  this  Nation,  but  of  this  Age  ; 
Whofe  Glory  was  equal  in  the  Council  and  in  the  Field  j 
Who  by  Wifdom,  Juttice,  Candour,  and  Addrefs, 
Reconciled  various,  and  even  oppofite.  In  ter  efts  1 
Acquired  an  Influence 
Which  no  Rank,  no  Authority,  can  give, 

Nor  any  Force  but  that  of  fuperior  Virtue  j 
Became  the  fixed  important  Centre, 

Which  united,  in  one  common  Caufe, 

The  principal  States  of  Europe  ; 

Who  by  military  Knowlege,  and  irrefiftible  Valour, 
In  a  long  Series  of  uninterrupted  Triumphs, 
Broke  the  Power  of  France , 

When  railed  the  highett,  when  exerted  the  mott  ; 
Refcued  the  Empire  from  Deflation ; 

Averted  and  confirmed  the  Liberties  of  Europe. 

Philip ,  a  Grandfon  of  the  Houfe  of  France ,  united  to 
the  Intereffs,  diredled  by  the  Policy,  fupported  by  the 
Arms  of  that  Crown,  was  placed  on  the  Throne  of 
Spain.  King  William  III.  beheld  this  formi¬ 
dable  Union,  of  Two  great,  and  once  rival  Monar¬ 
chies.  At  the  End  of  a  Life  fpent  in  defending  the 
Liberties  of  Europe >  he  faw  them  in  their  greateft 

Danger* 
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Danger.  He  provided  for  their  Security  in  the  moft 
effectual  Manner.  He  took  the  Duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough  into  his  Service. 

Embaflador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary 
To  the  States -General  of  the  United  Provinces , 

The  Duke  contradled  feveral  Alliances  before  the  Death 
of  King  William.  He  confirmed  and  improved 
thefe.  He  contracted  others,  after  and  AccefEon  of 
Queen  Anne  ;  and  reunited  the  Confederacy,  which 
had  been  difTolved  at  the  End  of  a  former  War,  in  a 
ilridler  and  firmer  League. 

Captain-General  and  Commander  in  Chief 
Of  the  Forces  of  Great  Britain, 

The  Duke  led  to  the  Field  the  Army  of  the  Allies.  He 
took  with  furprifing  Rapidity  Venlo,  Ruremonde ,  Ste- 
venfwaert ,  and  Liege.  He  extended  and  fecured  the 
Frontiers  of  the  Dutch.  The  Enemies,  whom  he 
found  infulting  at  the  Gates  of  Nimeghen ,  were  dri¬ 
ven  to  feek  for  Shelter  behind  their  Lines.  He  forced 
Bonne ,  Huy,  Limburg h,  in  another  Campaign.  He 
opened  the  Communication  of  the  Rhine ,  as  well  as 
the  Maes-  He  added  all  the  Country  between  thefe 
Rivers  to  his  former  Conquefts.  The  Army  of 
France ,  favoured  by  the  Defedtion  of  the  Eledtor  of 
Bavaria ,  had  penetrated  into' the  Heart  of  the  Em¬ 
pire.  This  mighty  Body  lay  expofed  to  immediate 
Ruin.  In  that  memorable  Crifis,  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  led  his  Troops  with  unexampled 
Celerity,  Secrecy,  Order,  from  the  Ocean  to  the 
Danube.  He  faw:  He  attacked:  Nor  flopped,  but 
to  conquer  the  Enemy.  He  forced  the  Bavarians , 
fuftained  by  the  French ,  in  their  ftrong  Intrenchments 
at  Scbellenberg.  He  pafFed  the  Danube .  A  Second 
Royal  Army,  compofed  the  beft  Troops  of  France , 

was 
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I  was  Tent  to  reinforce  the  Firft.  That  of  the  Confe¬ 
derates  was  divided.  With  one  Part  of  it  the  Siege 
I  of  Ingolftadt  was  carried  on.  With  the  other  the 
I  Duke  gave  Battle  to  the  united  Strength  of  France 
3  and  Bavaria.  On  the  2d  Day  of  Auguft  1704.  he 
j  gained  a  more  glorious  ViHory  than  the  Hiftories  of 
any  Age  can  boaft.  The  Heaps  of  Slain  were  dread¬ 
ful  Proofs  of  his  Valour.  A  Marfhal  of  France , 
i  whole  Legions  of  French ,  his  Prifoners,  proclaimed 
i  his  Mercy.  Bavaria  was  fubdued,  Ratifhon ,  Augf 
bourg ,  TJlm ,  Mem'mghen ,  all  the  Usurpations  of  the 
Enemy  were  recovered.  The  Liberty  of  the  Diet , 
the  Peace  of  the  Empire ,  were  reftored.  From  the 
Danube ,  the  Duke  turned  his  victorious  Arms  to¬ 
wards  the  Rhine,  and  the  Mofelle.  Landau ,  Treves , 
Traerbach ,  were  taken.  In  the  Courfe  of  one  Cam¬ 
paign,  the  very  Nature  of  the  War  was  changed. 
The  Invaders  of  other  States  were  reduced  to  defend 
their  own.  The  Frontier  of  France  was  expofed  in 
its  weakeft  Part  to  the  Efforts  of  the  Allies. 

That  he  might  improve  this  Advantage,  that  he  might 
pufh  the  Sum  of  Things  to  a  fpeedy  Decifion,  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  led  his  Troops  early  in 
the  following  Year  once  more  to  the  Mofelle.  They, 
whom  he  had  faved  a  few  Months  before,  negle&ed 
to  fecond  him  now.  They,  who  might  have  been 
his  Companions  in  Conqueft,  refufed  to  join  him. 
When  he  faw  the  generous  Defigns  he  had  formed, 
fruftrated  by  private  Intereft,  by  Pique,  by  Jealoufy, 
he  returned  with  Speed  to  the  Maes .  He  returned  ; 
and  Fortune  and  Victory  returned  with  him.  Liege 
was  relieved  ;  Huy  retaken.  The  French ,  who  had 
preffed  the  Army  of  the  States-General  with  fuperior 
Numbers,  retired  behind  Intrenchments,  which  they 
deemed  impregnable.  The  Duke  forced  thefe  In¬ 
trenchments,  with  inconfiderable  Lofs,  on  the  7th 
Day  of  July  1 705.  He  defeated  a  great  Part  of  the 

Army  which  defended  them.  The  reft  efcaped  by 

a  pre- 
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a  precipitate  Retreat.  If  Advantages  proportionable 
to  this  Succefs  were  not  immediately  obtained,  let  the: 
Failure  be  afcribed  to  that  Misfortune  which,  at¬ 
tends  rnoft  Confederacies ;  a  Divifion  of  Opinions, 
where  one  alone  (hould  judge;  a  Divifion  of  Power,, 
where  one  alone  {hould  command.  The  Difappoint- 
ment  itfelf  did  Honour  to  the  Duke.  It  became  the 
Wonder  of  Mankind  how  he  could  do  fo  much  un¬ 
der  thofe  Reftraints,  which  had  hindered  him  from 
doing  more. 

Powers  more  abfolute  were  given  him  afterwards.  The 
Increafe  of  his  Powers  multiplied  his  Victories.  At 
the  Opening  of  the  next  Campaign,  when  all  his 
Army  was  not  yet  aflembled  ;  when  it  was  hardly 
known,  that  he  had  taken  the  Field  ;  the  Noife  of 
his  Triumphs  was  heard  over  Europe .  On  the  1  2th 
of  May  1706.  he  attacked  the  French  at  Ramil  lies. 
In  the  Space  of  Two  Hours  the  whole  Army  was 
put  to  Flight.  The  Vigour  and  Conducf,  with  which 
he  improved  this  Succefs,  were  equal  to  thofe  where¬ 
with  he  gained  it.  Louvain ,  Bruftels ,  M aline  s*- 

Lure ,  Ghent ,  Oudenard,  Antwerp ,  Damme ,  Bruges , 
Courtray ,  far  rendered.  Oft  end Menin ,  Dender- 
mond ,  and  Aethy  were  taken.  Brabant  and  Flanders 
were  recovered.  Places  which  had  refilled  the  greateft 
Generals  for  Months,  for  Years;  Provinces  difputed 
for  Ages ;  were  the  Conquefts  of  a  Summer.  .  Nor 
was  the  Duke  content  to  triumph  alone.  Solicitous 
for  the  general  Intereft,  his  Care  extended  to  the  re- 
moteft  Scenes  of  the  W ar.  He  chofe  to  lefTen  his  own 
Army,  that  he  might  enable  the  Leaders  of  other  Ar¬ 
mies  to  conquer.  To  this  it  mull  be  afcribed  that 
'Turin  was  relieved  ;  the  Duke  of  Savoy  reinftateo  % 
the  French  driven  with  Confufion  out  of  Italy. 

Theft?  Vidories  gave  the  Confederates  an  Opportunity 
of  carrying  on  the  W ar  on  every  Side  into  the  Do¬ 
minions  of  France ,  Rut  {be  continued  to  enjoy  a 
kind  of  peaceful  Neutrality  in  Germany,  From  Italy 
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{he  was  once  alarmed,  and  had  no  more  to  fear.  The 
intire  Reduction  of  his  Power,  whofe  Ambition  had 
cau fed,  whofe  Strength  fupported  the  War,  feemed 
referved  for  him  alone,  who  had  fo  triumphantly 
begun  the  glorious  Work. 

O  O 

The  Barrier  of  France ,  on  the  Side  of  the  Low-Conn - 
tries,  had  been  forming  for  more  that  half  a  Cen¬ 
tury.  What  Art,  Pow7er,  Expence,  could  do,  had 
been  done  to  render  it  impenetrable.  Yet  here  the 
was  moth  expofed  ;  for  here  the  Duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough  threatened  to  attack  her. 

To  cover  what  they  had  gained  by  Surprize,  or  had 
been  yielded  to  them  by  Treachery,  the  French 
marched  to  the  Banks  of  the  Schelde.  At  their 
Head  were  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  and  their  mo'ft 
fortunate  General  the  Duke  of  Vend  of  me.  Thus 
commanded,  thus  ported,  they  hoped  to  check  the 
Victor  in  his  Courfe.  Vain  were  their  Hopes.  The 
Duke  of  Mar  lborou  g  h  palled  the  River  in  their 
Sight.  He  defeated  their  whole  Army.  The  Ap¬ 
proach  of  Night  concealed,  the  Proximity  of  Ghent 
favoured,  their  Flight.  They  negleHed  nothing  to 
repair  their  Lots,  to  defend  their  Frontier.  New 
Generals,  new  Armies,  appeared  in  the  Netherlands. 
All  contributed  to  inhance  the  Glory,  none  were  able 
to  retard  the  Progrefs,  of  the  confederate  Army. 

Life,  the  Bulwark  of  this  Barrier,  was  befieged.  A 
numerous  Garifon,  and  a  Marfhal  of  France ,  de¬ 
fended  the  Place.  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy  com¬ 
manded,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  covered 
and  fuftained  the  Siege.  The  Rivers  were  feized, 
and  the  Communication  with  Holland  interrupted. 
The  Duke  opened  new  Communications  with  great 
Labour,  and  much  greater  Art.  Through  Coun¬ 
tries  over- run  by  the  Enemy,  the  neceffary  Convoys 
arrived  in  Safety.  One  alone  was  attacked.  The 
Troops  which  attacked  it  were  beat.  The  De¬ 
fence  of  Li  fie  was  animated  by  Aflurances  of  Relief. 

The 
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The  French  aftembled  all  their  Force.  They  marcheo 
towards  tne  Town.  Fhe  Duke  of  Marlbo¬ 
rough  offered  them  Battle,  without  fufpending 
the  Siege.  ^  i  hey  abandoned  the  Enterprize.  They 

came  to  lave  the  1  own.  They  were  'Spectators  o 
its  Fall. 

Trom  this  Conqueft  the  Duke  haftened  to  others.  The 
Foils  taken  by  the  Enemy  on  the  Schelde  were  fur- 
prifed.  That  River  was  palled  the  Second  time,  andi 
notwithstanding  the  great  Preparations  made  to  pre* 
vent  it,  without  Oppofition. 

Brujjehy  befieged  by  the  Eledtor  of  Bavaria,  was  re¬ 
lieved.  Ghent  furrendered  to  the  Duke  in  the  Middle 
of  a  Winter  remarkably  fevere.  An  Army,  little  in¬ 
ferior  to  his  own,  marched  out  of  the  Place. 

As  foon  as  the  Seafon  of  the  Year  permitted  him  tc 
open  another  Campaign,  the  Duke  befieged  and  took 
Four  nay.  He  invefted  AAons.  Near  this  City,  the 
French  Army,  covered  by  thick  Woods,  defended  by 
.noble  Intrenchments,  waited  to  moleft,  nor  prefumed 
to  offer  Battle.  Even  this  was  not  attempted  by  them 
with  Impunity.  On  the  laft  Day  of  Auguft  1709,, 
the  Duke  attacked  them  in  their  Camp.  All  was  em¬ 
ployed  ;  nothing  availed  againft  the  Refolution  of  fucht 
a  General,  againft  the  Fury  of  fuch  Troops.  The 
Battle  was  bloody.  The  Event  decifive.  The  Woods 
were  pierced.  The  Fortifications  trampled  down.. 
1  he  Enemy  fled.  The  Town  was  taken.  Dowayy 
Beth une ,  Aire ,  St.Venant ,  Bouchain ,  underwent  the 
ame  Fate  in  T  wo  fucceeding  Years.  Their  vigorous 
Refiftance  could  not  fave  them.  The  Army  of; 
France  durft  not  attempt  to  relieve  them.  It  feemedl 
preferved  to  defend  the  Capital  of  the  Monarchy. 

Ihe  Profpecft  of  this  extreme  Diftrefs  was  neither  di~ 
ftant  nor  dubious.  The  French  acknowleged  their 
Conqueror,and  fued  for  Peace. 


Tl*efe: 
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Ifhefe  are  the  Actions  of  the  late  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
Performed  in  the  Compafs  of  a  few  Years, 
Sufficient  to  adorn  the  Annals  of  Ages. 

The  Admiration  of  other  Nations 
Will  be  conveyed  to  lateft  Pofterity, 

{In  the  Hiftories  even  of  the  Enemies  of  Britain* 
The  Senfe  which  the  Britijh  Nation  had 
Of  his  tranfcendent  Merit, 

Was  expreffied 

n  the  moil:  folemn,  moft  effectual,  moft  durable  Manner,, 
The  A£ts  of  Parliament  *  infcribed  on  this  Pillar 

Shall  ftand 

As  long  as  the  Britijh  Name  and  Language  laft, 
Illuftrious  Monuments 
Of  Marlborough’s  Glory, 

And 

Of  Britain's  Gratitude. 

At  Woodjlock  they  make  the  fine  Steel  Chains  for 
■V atches,  and  other  things  of  poliftied  Steel ;  and  fend 
Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

From  JVoodJiock  I  went  North- weft  to  Chipping  - 
Vorton ,  which  muft  have  been  once  a  Town  of  great 
Trade,  by  the  Number  of  Merchants,  as  they  are  called 
n  the  Braftes  over  their  Monuments  ;  and,  befides,  the 
''Tame  Chipping  denotes  as  much.  There  are  Marks  of 
i  Caftle  by  the  Church ;  and  Roman  Coins  are  fre- 
juently  found  here.  The  Church  is  a  good  Building, 
md  after  a  curious  Model. 

Hence  we  rode  to  fee  Rowldrich  Stones,  a  little 
Htone-henge ,  being  a  Circle  of  great  Stones  (landing  up- 
ight,  fome  of  them  from  Five  to  Seven  Feet  high,  and 
Probably  the  Vejiigia  of  an  old  Britijh  Temple,  as  that 
was ;  and  Mr.  Ti/atti/poiitively  aflerts,  that  they  werefo. 

*  Several  R?.citals  ofClaufes  in  A£fo  of  Parliament,  made  to  do  Ho¬ 
nour  to  this  immortal  Commander,  are  engraven  on  the  fame  fuperb 
Pillar. 

At 
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At  Tidmerton  Parifh,  is  a  large  Camp  of  an  orbicula 
Form,  on  the  Summit  of  an  Hill,  which  is  doubly  in, 
trenched,  and  able  to  contain  a  great  Army. 

_  When  I  was  at  Banbury ,  I  fhould  have  mentioneo 
Bloxham ,  which  lies  South  of  it ;  where  is  a  fin 
Church,  the  Stpeple  of  an  odd,  but  agreeable  Make, 

Near  Bloxham  is  alfo  the  famous  Parifh  of  Bright 
well,  of  which  it  was  obferved,  that  there  had  no< 
been  an  Alehoufe,  nor  a  DifTenter  from  the  Church 
nor  any  Quarrel  among  the  Inhabitants  that  rofe  fo  higii 
as  to  a  Suit  of  Law,  within  the  Memory  of  Man. 

But  they  could  not  fay  it  was  fo  ft  ill,  efpecially  a 
to  the  Alehoufe  Part ;  though  very  much  is  ftill  pre 
ferved  as  to  the  Unity  and  good  Neighbourhood  of  the 
Parifhioners,  and  their  Conformity  to  the  Church. 

Being  now  on  the  Side  of  Warwickfire ,  as  is  faic 
before,  I  ftill  went  South ;  and,  pafting  by  the  Four 
Shire  Stones ,  ere£ted  in  1 74  r .  we  faw  where  the  Coun¬ 
ties  of  Oxford ,  Warwick ,  Worcejler ,  and  Gloucejler . 


Entering  Gloucejler  fire  here,  Weft  ward,  we  came2 
after  a  Mile’s  Ride,  to  Aloreionbenmarjh ,  a  fmall  Town 
which  had  formerly  a  Market,  but  now  difcontinued : 
it  lies  on  the  great  Road  to  FEorceJler.  And  the  famous 
Ro?nan  Foils  way,  which,  coming  out  of  Warwickflnre , 
enters  this  County  at  Lemington ,  which  lies  North-eafij 
of  this  I  own,  ftrikes  thro’  it,  and  alfo  through  Stow w 
and  North- Lech,  down  to  Cirencejler ,  Southward. 

Hence  we  come  to  the  famous  C otjwold- downs,  fo 1 
eminent  for  the  beft  of  Sheep,  and  fineft  Wool  ini 
England:  fame  tells  us,  that  fome  of  thefe  Sheep  were 
lent  by  King  Richard  I.  into  Spain  ;  and  that  from: 
hence  the  Breed  of  their  Sheep  was  raifed,  which  now'1 
produce  fo  fine  a  Wool,  that  we  are  obliged  to  fetchi 
it  from  thence  at  a  great  Price,  for  making  our  fineft:: 
Broad-cloths, 

Upon!' 


join  four  together  3  one  bide  of  this  Stone  fronting  each 


County. 
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[Upon  thefe  Downs,  we  bad  a  dare  View  of  the  afore- 
nentioned  famous  Fojfe ,  which  evidently  crofles  all  the 
niddle  Part  of  England ,  and  is  to  be  feen  and  known 
though  in  no  Place  plainer  than  here)  quite  from  the 
2ath  to  Warwick ,  and  thence  to  Leicefter ,  to  Newark , 
o  Lincoln ,  and  on  to  Barton,  upon  the  Bank of  Humber. 

We  obferved  alfo  how  feveral  crofs  Roads,  as  an¬ 
ient  as  the  joined  it,  or  branched  out  of  it  ; 

bme  of  which  the  People  have  by  antient  Ufage,  thos 
:orrupt!y,  called  alfo  Fojfe s  :  for  Example, 

The  Ackman-fireet ,  which  is  an  antient  «ST*wRoad, 
.eading  from  B u, chi ngkamjhi re  through  Oxforafoire ,  to 
the  Fojfe,  and  fo  to  the  Bath  ;  this  joins  the  Fojfe  be¬ 
tween  Burford  and  Cirencejler .  Alfo  Grime f dyke ,  from 
Ox  for  djhire.  Wattle-bank ,  or  Aves-ditch,  from  the  fame, 
and  the  Would- way ,  called  alfo  the  Fojfe ,  eroding  from 
Gloucefler  to  Cirencejler . 

Many  Seats  of  the  Nobility  are  to  be  found  in  Ov- 
f or  djhire  \  Ccrnbury ,  Lord  Clarendons ;  Ditch  ley.  Lord 
Litchfield's ;  Hathorp ,  the  Earl  of  Shrewjbury  s,  new- 
built  of  Stone  very  beautifully. 

The  Lech ,  the  Coin,  the  Churn ,  and  the  //$>,  all 
rife  in  the  Cotfwould  Hills,  and  joining  together,  make 
a  full  Stream  at  Lechlade  in  Gloucefterjhire ,  and  become 
one  River  there,  and  are  called  the  Thames,  which  be¬ 
gins  there  to  be  navigable ;  and  Barges  may  be  feen  at 
the  Quay,  taking  in  Goods  for  London:  which  makes 
Lechlade  very  populous.  Of  which  Town  more  by- 
and-by. 

Stow  on  the  Would ,  which  is  the  next  Town  we 
came  to,  is  but  indifferent  to  look  at;  but  is,  or  rather 
has  been,  remarkable  for  its  Two  annual  Fairs,  famous 
for  Hops,  Cheefe,  and  Sheep,  of  which,  his  faid,  that 
above  20,000  are  generally  fold  at  one  Fair  ;  and  that 
the  Toll  of  thefe  Fairs,  and  the  Markets,  amount  to 
80  /.  a  Year.  The  Pariffi  is  very  large,  being  1 2  Miles 
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Jn  Compafs,  and  confifls  of  Meadow,  Arable,  and  Pafture 
Here  is  a  good  large  Redory-Church  {landing  on  ai 
Hill,  with  an  high  Tower  on  the  South-fide  of  it,  whicl 
is  feen  a  great  Diflance  off.  Here  are  alfo  an  Hofpitall 
Alms-houfe,  and  Freefchool,  all  well  endow’d  3  befide 
other  Charities. 

North-Lech  is  alfo  a  Market-town,  governed  by  a 
Bailiff,  and  Two  Conftables;  and  is  named  from  the 
River  Lech ,  which  runs  through  it.  Here  is  a  Vica¬ 
rage-Church,  large  and  fpacious,  having  Illes  on  each 
Side,  and  handfome  Windows,  with  a  large  Tower. 
Here  is  a  Grammar- fchool,  free  for  all  the  Boys  ofl 
the  Town,  endowed  with  80/.  a  Year.  And  ’tis  faid 
that  the  Founder,  falling  afterwards  into  Misfortunes* 
folicited  for  the  Mailer’s  Place  of  his  own  School,  but;: 
could  not  obtain  it  from  the  Trullees. 

Here  we  quitted  the  Roman  Fo[fe ,  and  went  Eafl- 
ward  to  Burford  in  Oxfordshire.  King  Henry  II.  gave 
this  Town  a  Charter,  Guildam ,  et  omnes  confuetu  dines , 
quas  habent  liberi  burgenfes  de  Oxenford ;  but  they  are 
almoll  all  now  loll :  however,  it  retains  fome  Marks 
of  a  Corporation  Hill,  being  governed  by  Two  Bailiffs, 
and  other  inferior  Officers.  It  is  famous  for  Saddles’ 
and,  lying  near  the  Downs,  draws  great  Profit  from 
the  Horfe- races,  which  are  frequent  here.  At  this 
Place  was  convened  a  Synod  in  685.  again  11  the  Error 
of  the  Britijh  Churches  in  the  Obfervance  of  Eafter . 

At  Battle-edge ,  near  this  Town,  Cuthredy  King  of 
the  Weft  Saxons ,  beat  Ethelbald ,  King  of  the  Mercians , 
in  a  pitched  Battle,  and  threw  off  his  Yoke.  The  In¬ 
habitants  celebrate  yearly,  on  Midfummer-eve ,  a  kind 
of  Feltival,  which,  they  fay,  commenced  in  Honour 
of  this  Battle.  It  was  here  the  learned  Dr.  ILeyl in  (de¬ 
fended  originally  from  an  antient  Family  in  Wales) 
was  born  \  and  the  famous  Speaker  Lenthal  had  a  Seat, 
and  died  here. 

Being 
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Being  fo  near  Witney ,  we  could  not  forbear  taking  a 
tide  to  fee  a  Town  fo  famous  for  the  Manu figures  of 
blanketing  and  Rugs,  which  thrive  here  in  a  mod  ex¬ 
traordinary  Manner.  Here  are  at  work  150  Looms 
iontinually,  for  which  above  3000  People,  from  Eight 
Sfears  old  and  upwards,  are  daily  employed  in  Carding, 
lipinning,  &c.  and  confume  above  100  Packs  of  Wool 
veekly.  The  Blankets  are  ufually  10  or  12  Quarters 
vide,  and  very  white,  which  fome  attribute  to  the  ab- 
terfive  nitrous  Waters  of  the  River  Windrujh ,  where- 
vith  they  are  fcoured  ;  but  others  believe  it  is  owing  to 
1  peculiar  way  of  loofe  Spinning  they  ufe  here ;  and 
)thers  again  are  of  Opinion,  that  it  proceeds  from  both. 
Idut,  however  that  be,  thisTown  has  ingrofted  the  whole 
Trade  in  that  Commodity,  and  increafes  daily  in  its 
Reputation.  They  likewife  make  here  the  Duffield 
huffs,  a  Yard  and  Three  Quarters  wide,  which  are 
:arried  to  New ■  England  and  Virginia ,  and  now  much 
vorn  even  here  in  Winter.  Here  are  likewife  a  great 
nany  Fellmongers,  who,  having  d refled  and  ftained 
:heir  Sheep-fkins,  make  them  into  Jackets  and  Breeches, 
md  fell  them  at  Bampton ;  from  whence  they  are  di- 
fperfed  all  over  the  neighbouring  Counties.  Here  is  a 
£ood  Freefchool,  and  a  fine  Library  belonging  to  it. 

Witney  is  an  antient  Town,,  and  of  good  Repute  be¬ 
fore  the  Conqueft ;  but  it  is  a  long,  draggling,  uncouth 
Place,  though  full  of  Inhabitants.  ’Twasoneof  the 
Manors  which  Alwinus  Bifhop  of  Winchejter  gave  to  the 
Church  of  St.  Swithin  there  on  Queen  Emma? s  happily 
palling  over  the  Fire  Ordeal 

At  Ajlal ,  a  Village  on  the  Road  between  Burford  and 
Witney ,  is  a  Barrow  which  (lands  very  high,  and  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  Sepulcre  of  fome  Perfon  of  great  Note.  - 

Southward  lies  Bampton ,  on  the  Borders  of  the  County 
next  Berkjhire .  It  is  an  antient  Market-town,  likewife 
in  Repute  before  the  Conqueft:  it  is  noted  forthe 
greateft  Market  for  Fellmonger- wares  in  England , 

:  which 
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which  come  from  Witney ,  and  for  nothing  elfe  that 
know  of. 

Turning  here  Weft,  we  entered  Gloueejlerjhire  3 gain- 
and  came  to  Lechlade ,  which  lies  on  the  great  Road  t 
Gloucejler.  It  is  probable,  that  it  was  antiently  a  Roma. 
Town  upon  the  Thames ;  for  a  very  plain  Roman  Roa 
runs  from  hence  to  Cirencefler.  Some  fay,  that  it  wa 
once  a  famous  Univerfity  for  teaching  Latin ,  as  Creek 
lade  was  for  Greek . 

1  ne  antient  Building  lately  difcovered  by  digging  it 
a  Meadow  n*  ar  Lechlade  deferves  a  particular  Mention 
it  is  $0  Feet  long,  40  broad,  and  Four  h  gh  ;  fupporte* 
With  100  Brick  Pillars,  cunoufly  inlaid  with  Stones  c 
divers  Colours,  of  T.  efieraic  Work  ;  and  fuppofed  to  b 
a  Roman  Bath. 

Not  far  from  it  are  the  Two  Towns  called  Sarney 
fo  named  in  Lriti/h ,  from  the  Roman  Caufeways;  fc 
ham,  in  tnat  antient  Language,  and  at  prefent,  im 
ports  a  paved  VFay.  The  River  Lcch  runs  through  it: 
and  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Thames.  A  great  Num 
her  of  Barges  go  from  hence  to  London. 

From  Lechlade  we  proceeded  Weft  to  Fairford , 
final!  Market-town,  through  Fwhich  runs  the  Rive 
Coin ,  which  has  Fwo  large  Bridges  over  it.  A  great; 
many  Mkdals  and  Urns  have  been  often  dug  up  here: 
and  the.  e  are  feveral  Barrows  in  the  adjoining  Field! 
(which  feem  to  have  been  afScene  of  warlike  A<5Hons)[ 
the  Monuments  of  the  Slain  interred  here. 

^  A  great  many  Charities  are  ftill  fubfifting  in  thii 
Town;  but  what  it  is  moft  noted  for,  is  its  Church 
and  the  admirable  Painting  in  its  VVjndows:  of  whicll 
take  the  following  Defer  ip:  ion  and  Hiftory. 

John  Tame ,  a  Merchant  of  London ,  purchafed  thill 
Manor  of  King  Henry  VII.  (to  whom  it  defeendec 
from  the  Beauchamps,  Earls  of  Warwick )  ;  and  having 
taken  a  Prize-lhip  bound  for  Rome ,  wherein  he  fount 
a  great  Quantity  of  painted  Glafs,  he  brought  both  thv. 
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ilGlafs  and  the  Workmen  into  England.  The  Glafs 
iiwas  fuch  a  Curiofity,  that  Mr.  'dame  built  this  Church 
hat  Fairford  (dedicating  it  to  the  Virgin  Alary)  ;  which 
is  in  Length  125  Feet,  and  55  in  Breadth;  and  has 
fjThree  Chancels,  a  good  Veftry,  and  a  noble  Tower, 
iarifing  from  the  Mid  ft  of  it,  adorned  with  Pinacles ;  and 
3the  Windows  of  the  Church,  28  in  Number,  he  caufed 
:  to  be  glazed  with  this  invaluable  Prize,  which  remains 
ilintire  to  this  Day,  the  Admiration  of  all  that  fee  it, 

[  ;  Mrs.  Farmer  (a  Daughter  of  the  Lord  Lemjler )  gave 
C200/.  to  be  laid  out  in  mending  and  wiring  the  Win¬ 
dows:  this  has  preferved  them  from  Accidents.  And,  in 
■),  the  grand  Rebellion,  the  Impropriator  Mr.  Oldworthy 
land  others  (to  their  great  Praife  be  it  remembred  !), 
j  took  down  the  Glafs,  and  fecured  it  in  fome  fecret 
.Place,  thereby  preferving  it  from  fanatic  Rage.  The 
$  Painting  was  the  Defign  of  Albert  Durer^  a  famous 
I  Italian  Mafter  ;  and  the  Colouring  in  the  Drapery,  and 
Tome  of  the  Figures,  is  fo  well  performed,  that  Vandyke. 
1  affirmed,  the  Pencil  could  not  exceed  it. 

The  Subjedl  is  all  Scripture  Hiftory;  viz*  The 
[]  Serpent  tempting  Eve ;  God  appearing  in  the  burn- 
!  ing  Bufh  to  Alofes ,  when  a  Shepherd ;  the  Angel 
( conducing  JoJhua  to  War  ;  Gideon's  Fleece ;  tbs 
J  Queen  of  Sheba's  Vifit  to  Solomon  ;  King  David  judg- 
;l  ing  the  Amalekite  Regicide ;  Samfon  flaying  the  Phi - 
)  bylines,  killing  the  Lion,  and  his  being  betrayed  by 
i  Dalilah ;  Solomon's  Judgment  between  the  Two  Har- 
j  lots ;  and  the  Figures  of  the  Twelve  major  Prophets. 

But  the  greateft  Part  is  taken  up  with  the  Stories 
’  of  the  New  Teftament :  The  Angel  appearing  to  Za- 
tbarias  ;  Jofeph  and  Mary  contracted  ;  the  Vifitation 
of  Mary  by  the  Angel,  and  her  vifiting  her  Cou fin 
Elizabeth ;  our  Saviour  born  in  a  Stable the  Shep- 
herdi  and  Magi  vifiting  him  there;  Herod  Waiting 
the  Return  of  the  wife  Men  ;  Chrijl  circumcifed  ;  the 
Purification  of  the  Holy  Virgin  ;  Simeon  with  our 
{  Saviour  in  his  Arms;  Jofeph's  Flight  into  Egypt ; 
‘Vol,  II,  N  Herod 
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Herod  flaying  the  young  Children  of  Bethlehem ;  the 
AfTumption  of  the  Virgin  ;  and  Jofeph  and  (he  feek- 
ing  Jefus  at  the  FeaPc  ;  our  Saviour's  Transfiguration  ; 
Mary  anointing  his  Head ;  the  Difciples  going  to 
embalm  him,  and  the  Angel  relating  to  them  his 
RtTurre&ion ;  Chrt/T s  Appearance  to  Mary  Magda — 
Jetty  his  riding  to  Jerufalem  on  an  Afs ;  Zaccheus,y 
and  the  People  ftrewing  Palm-branches,  and  Chil¬ 
dren  crying,  Hofanna  ;  his  praying  in  the  Garden 
Judas  betraying  him ;  Pilate  judging  him,  and  wafh— 
ing  his  Hands  from  the  Guilt;  the  Crucifixion  be¬ 
tween  Two  Thieves,  the  Women  {landing  by,  and 
the  Soldiers  watching  him  ;  Jofeph  of  Arimathea  beg¬ 
ging  the  Body,  and  receiving  it  ;  his  Burial  by  Ni~ 
codemus ,  and  others ;  the  Darknefs  at  the  Paflion  % 
and  Michael contending  with  the  Devil. 

Chri/l*s  traveling  to  Emmaus,  and  his  Appearance: 
to  the  Eleven,  and  afterwards  to  Thomas ;  his  Dif— 
ciples  going  a  fifhing,  and  ChriJV s  appearing  to  them, 
with  the  breaking  of  the  Net,  and  broiling  of  the 
Fifh  ;  Chrift' s  Afcenfion  ;  and  the  Defcent  of  the* 
Holy  Ghoft  in  cloven  Tongues. 

In  the  Weft  Window  is  the  Laft  Judgment,  cu- 
rioufly  defigned,  and  well  executed,  containing  a  vafl 
Number  of  Incidents  relating  thereto. 

In  the  reft  of  the  Windows  are  many  hiftorical 
Paftages,  that  happened  after  Chrifl s  Afcenfion  ;  viz 
The  Twelve  Apoftles  at  large,  with  the  Article  of  the 
Creed  they  are  faid  to  be  feverally  the  Authors  of;  the- 
Four  Evangelifts,  as  writing  the  Gofpels  ;  Four  prin¬ 
cipal  Fathers  of  the  Church  ;  viz.  St.  Jerom ,  St.  Gre¬ 
gory,  St.  Ambrofe,  and  St.  Auflin ;  the  Worthies  that 
have  preferved  the  Chriftian  Church,  in  Four  Upper- 
windows  of  the  middle  Ifle  on  the  South-fide,  and  the 
Perfecutors  thereof  in  the  Four  oppofite  Windows. 

I  have  been  as  brief  as  poftible  in  this  Defcriptiom 
being  fo  much  confined  in  my  Limits;  but  a  curioui 

Traveler  will  be  highly  delighted  with  this  noble  Work- 

Am 
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I  And  *  on‘y  a(^d,  That  John  Thame,  Efq;  the  pious 
sand  worthy  Founder,  who  died  in  the  Year  1500.  lies 
i  buried  on  the  North-fideof  the  Church,  under  a  raifed 
[Marble  Monument. 

On  the  Churn ,  one  of  the  Rivers  I  have  juft  named 
s  ftands  Cirencejier  (or  Ckejler,  for  Brevity),  the  an*- 
jtient  Gortnium  of  the  Romans ,  and  faid  to  be  rebuilt 
|by  Cjfik,  a  Viceroy  under  one  of  the  Saxon  Kings, 
|  a  great  and  populous  City;  then  inclofed  with  Walls, 
land  a  Ditch  of  vaft  Compafs,  which  may  be  traced 
quite  round.  The  Foundation  of  the  Wall  is  alfo 
very  vifible  in  mod  Places.  A  good  Part  of  this  Cir¬ 
cuit  is  now  Pafture,  Corn-fields,  and  Gardens,  be* 
tides  the  Site  of  the  prefent  Town.  Antiquities  are  du^ 
(up  here  every  Day;  old  Foundations,  Houfes,  and 
1  Streets,  ^ and  many  mofaic  Pavements,  with  Rings 
ilntaglia  s,  and  Coins  innumerable,  efpecially  in  one 
>  great  Garden,  called  Lewis  s  Grounds ,  which  might 
have  been  the  Prcstorium ,  or  General's  Quarters  s 
for  Llys,  in  Britijh,  fignifies  a  Palace.  Large  Quan¬ 
tities  Oi  carved  Stones  are  carried  oft  yearly  in  Carts 
to  mend  the  Highways,  befides  what  have  been  tiled 
in  Building.  A  fine  mofaic  Pavement  wa^-dtro-  up 
there  Anno  ly 2^  with  many  Coins.  One  Mr.  Richard 
,BiJhop  lately  dug  up  in  his  Garden  a  Vault  16  Feet 
rlong,  and  1  2  broad,  fupported  with  fquare  Pillars  of 
sRoman  Brick,  Three  Feet  and  an  half  high,  on  which 
iwas  a  ft rong  Floor  of  Terrace.  Near  it  are  now  fe- 
iveral  other  Vaults,  on  which  Cherry-trees  grow. 
Thefe  might  have  been  the  Foundations  of  a  Temple ; 
for  in  the  fame  Place  they  found  feveral  Stones  of  the 
sShafts  of  Pillars  Six  Feet  long,  and  large  Stone  Bafes, 
^with  Cornices  very  handfomely  moulded,  and  carved 
with  M  dilions,  and  other  Ornaments,  which  are  now 
converted  into  Swine-troughs,  and  Pavements  before 
:he  Door.  Capitals  of  thefe  Pillars  were  likewife  found 
mofaic  Pavement  near  it,  and  intire,  is  now  the 
.^ioor  of  his  Privy, 
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Half  a  Mile  Weft  of  the  Town,  on  the  North- 
fide  of  the  Fojfe  Road,  at  a  Place  called  £hiern,  other 
Antiquities  are  to  be  feen  worth  an  Antiquary’s  At¬ 
tention  ;  but  I  muft  not  take  up  too  much  room  ini 
defcribing  them. 

Little  of  the  Abbey  is  now  left,  befides  Two  old  andl 
indifferent  Gate-houfes.  The  Church  is  a  very  hand- 
fome  Building  ;  the  Windows  are  full  of  painted  Glafs; 
and  it  has  a  fine  lofty  Tower.  Eaft  of  the  Town, 
about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile,  is  Star  bury -mounts  a  Barrow, 
where  Roman  Coins  have  been  dug  up.  Weft,  behind1 
Lord  Bathurji9 s  Garden,  is  Grifmund* s-mount,  of  which 
feveral  Fables  are  told. 

Girencejler  is  ftill  a  very  good  Town,  populous  and 
rich,  full  of  Clothiers,  and  driving  a  great  Trade  in 
Wool,  which  is  brought  from  the  Inland  Counties  oh 
Leicejler-i  Northampton ,  and  Lincoln ,  where  the  largef 
Sheep  in  England  feed,  and  where  are  but  few*  Manu¬ 
factures.  The  vaft  Quantities  fold  here  are  almoft  in-; 
credible.  The  Wool  is  bought  up  here,  chiefly  bj 
the  Clothiers  of  JViltJhire  and  Glouc ejlerjhire,  for  the 
Supply  of  that  great  Clothing-trade,  which  I  havt 
mentioned  already:  they  talk  of  5000  Packs  a  Year. 

The  Town  is  governed  by  Two  High  Conftables 
It  has  Two  weekly  Markets ;  one  on  Monday ,  fo 
Corn,  Cattle,  and  Provifions  ;  and  on  Friday ,  fo* 
Wool  chiefly.  It  has  alfo  Five  Fairs,  Three  for  al 
forts  of  Commodities,  and  Two  for  Cloth  only;  an 
fends  Two  Members  to  Parliament,  Here  is  a  fin  1 
large  beautiful  Church  with  Two  Ifles,  fupported  ft 
ftrong  Pillars.  The  Chancel  is  handfomejy  decorated 
It  has  Five  Chapels  adjoining  to  it,  and  has  a  Towe 
very  neat  and  lofty,  with  an  excellent  Ring  of  Bel 
in  it.  The  Windows  {hew  fome  beautiful  Remain 
of  exquifite  painted  Glafs.  There  are  a  Freefchoo* 
and  divers  Hofpitals  and  Alms-houfes,  in  this  Parifli. 
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The  Churn  runs  from  hence  down  Southward  to 
I  Creeklade  in  JViltjhire ,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  an- 
i  tiently  a  very  noted  Place,  containing  1300  Houfes,  and 
]  that  an  Univerfity  was  here  founded  by  the  antient 
:  Britons ,  for  teaching  Greek ,  as  I  have  faid  p.  264.  as 
1  Lechlade  was  for  Latin ;  which  Univerfity  was  re¬ 
moved,  as  they  pretend,  by  the  Saxons,  to  Oxon:  but, 

I  doubt,  thefe  are  Monkifh  Accounts ;  for  Creeklade , 
which  they  would  have  to  fignify  a  Greek  Town,  is  a 
Corruption  of  the  Britijh  Word  Kerigg  gwlade ,  i.  e0 
a  ftony  Country.  The  Churn  and  the  Rey  fall,  here, 
into  the  Thames.  Here  is  a  good  Freefchool ;  and  tho 
Town  fends  Two  Members  to  Parliament, 

North-weft  of  Cirencejler ,  upon  an  Hill,  ftands 
Stroud ,  a  little  Market-town,  noted  for  Clothing,  and 
particularly  for  dying  excellent  Scarlet.  The  Church 
is  90  Feet  long,  and  40  broad.  The  Chancel  is  33 
Feet  long,  and  16  wide.  At  the  Weft-end  rifes  an 
high  Spire  Steeple,  and  a  Tower  in  the  Middle. 

North  of  it  ftands  Paynfwick ,  a  Market-town,  fttu- 
ate  in  the  wholfomeft  Air  i nGlouce/lerJhire,  on  the  River 
Stroud ,  where  the  Clothing-trade  is  alfo  carried  on. 
The  Church  is  a  Vicarage,  and  very  handfome,  with 
Two  Chancels,  a  N.  Ifle,  and  a  neat  Spire. 

Lower  to  the  Weft  of  Cirencejler  ftands  Minching- 
Hampton\  fo  called,  becaufe.it  belonged  to  th e  Minch- 
\  ing  Nuns  2XCaen  in  Normandy .  Here  isa  good  Re&ory- 
*  Church  worth  200/.  a  Year,  large,  in  the  Form  of  a 
1  Crofs,  with  Iftes  on  each  Side,  and  a  Tower  with  Battle¬ 
ments  rifing  in  the  Middle.  In  the  North  Ifle  are  a 
great  many  Infcriptions  of  Benefa&ions.  And  in  the 
1  South  Ifle  is  the  Statue  of  a  Man  lying  crofs-Iegg’d,  with 
a  Sword  and  Shield  by  him,  and  his  Wife  lying  at 
his  Feet. 

Then  we  came  to  Bethury ,  one  of  the  Clothing 
Towns  I  mentioned  ;  a  confiderable  Market- town, 

N  3  fituafe 
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fituate  on  a  riftng  Ground,  in  an  healthy  Air,  but:; 
fcarce  of  Water  in  Summer.  ?T'is  well-built;  has  a 
large  Market-houfe  well  frequented  for  Yarn  ;  and 
there  is  a  lefler  Market-houfe,  for  Cheefe,  Bacon,  and 
other  Commodities.  ’Tis  governed  by  a  Bailiff,  and  at 
the  End  of  theTown  is  a  long  Bridge,  whereof  one  half 
is  in  Wiltfbire .  The  Church  is  a  Vicarage,  worth  120/. 
a  Year:  ’tis  a  good  Building,  large  and  handfome,  in 
which  are  divers  Monuments.  Here  are  a  Freefchool, 
and  an  Alms-houfe.  It  had  formerly  a  Caftle  built  by 
Dunwallo  Malmufius ,  a  Brltijh  Prince.  The  Town 
Ibems  to  be  well  furnifhed  with  every  thing  but  Water; 
which  is  fo  foarce,  that  the  Inhabitants  are  obliged  to 
buy  it  at  the  Rate  fometimes  of  1 8  d.  for  an  Hogfhead. 
In  this  Parifh  rifes  the  River  Avony  which  runs  through 
Brlftol,  and  afterwards  falls  into  the  Severn . 

A  little  to  the  North  of  this  Town  is  a  Meadow, 
called  Maudlin  Meadow ,  becaufe,  as  I  was  told,  it 
belongs  to  Magdalen- College  in  Oxford.  Here  the  In¬ 
habitants  (hewed  me  the  Head  of  a  Spring,  which  flow¬ 
ing  from  thence  runs  along  an  Hedge-trough  ;  and 
fome  Tops  of  the  Wood,  that  grows  in  the  Hedge, 
rotting,  and  falling  Into  this  Rill  of  Water,  are,  by 
it,  turned  into  Stone.  I  took  up  a  great  many  of 
them,  which  are  generally  in  the  Shape  of  the  Pipes 
fas  they  are  commonly  called),  which  the  Peruke- 
makers  curl  their  Hair  upon,  and  of  a  whitifh,  ftony 
Subftance.  I  broke  divers  of  them,  and  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  found  generally  a  Stick  of  Wood,  fome  as  big 
as  a  Goofe-quill,  others  larger ;  fome  had  but  a  thin 
ftony  Cruft  about  them  ;  in  others  the  Stick  was  no 
bigger  than  a  large  Needle  :  again,  fome  had  no  Stick 
in  them,  but  only  an  Hole  through  them,  like  that  of  a 
Tobacco-pipe ;  and  in  fome  others  I  could  perceive  no 
woody  Subftance,  nor  Hole  at  all,  but  the  Whole  was  a 
foft  kind  of  Stone.  Hence  I  guefs,  that  the  Sand, 
which  the  Wafer  brings  down  with  it,  gathers  and  crufts 
about  thofe  Sticks;  and  that,  in  time,  the  Stick  con- 

fumes. 
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rfumes,  and  the  ftony  or  Tandy  Subftance  Tils  up  and  fup- 
iplies  its  Place.  And  I  would  hence  recommend  it  as  an 
i Inquiry,  Whether  thofe  other  Tranfmutations  of  this* 
ikind,  that  we  meet  with  in  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  this 
land  other  Nations,  be  not  brought  about  in  the  like 
;  manner. 

And  now  I  am  dipped  into  this  Work  of  Nature,  let 
i  me  digrefs  a  little,  and  take  notice  of  the  A/iroites ,  or 
:Star-ftones,  found  at  LaJJington  in  this  County,  which 
>  have  that  peculiar  Quality  of  Motion  when  put  into 
!  Vinegar.  —  In  the  Fields,  near  Badminton,  are  found 
i  cylindrical  and  fpberical  Stones,  almoft  as  big1  as  Can— 
i  non-balls ;  and  on  the  Hills  about  Aldely  are  found 
Stones  of  the  fame  kind  with  thofe  I  found  about  Wat* 
cbet  in  Somerfetjhire ,  refembling  all  kinds  of  Shell- fifh  : 
thefe,  I  muff  confefs,  are,  of  the  two,  more  aftonifh- 
ing,  becaufe  they  are  found  on  the  Hills;  for  if  they 
Were,  zs  rraca/toriiis  &>hje<ftufes,  Animals 
in  the  Sea,  no  good  Account  of  their  being  here  found 
can  be  given,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  them  brought  hither 
by  the  general  Deluge. — The  Water  of  the  River 
Stroud \  in  this  County,  is  efteemed  the  bed  for  dying 
Scarlets,  which  draws  many  Clothiers  to  fettle  in  that 
Neighbourhood.  And,  left  I  fhould  be  thought  too 
tedious,  let  me  but  juft  mention  the  Diamonds  ( Brijlcl 
Stones  rather)  found  near  the  Banks  of  the  River  Avon, 
That  foft,  eafy-to-be  wrought  Stone  at  Great  Baning - 
tony  called  Pufid-ftone ,  prodigioufly  ftrong  and  lafting  ;  a 
great  deal  of  which  hath  been  ufed  in  the  Repairs  of 
IVeftminfter-  Abbey, 

iVichwar ,  a  fmall  Market-town,  but  a  very  an- 
tient  Corporation,  governed  by  a  Mayor,  is  the  next. 
The  Church  is  a  large  Edifice,  with  Two  Chancels. 
The  Tower  is  at  the  Weft-end,  and  is  high,  adorned 
with  Pinacles.  Here  is  a  Freefchool. 

C  hipping- Sodbury  lies  a  little  farther  in  the  Road,  am 
antient  Borough-town,  under  a  Mayor,  Aldermen,, 
and  Burge  lies.  As  it  is  a  great  Thoroughfare  to  Brijlol , 

N4  it 
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it  is  full  of  good  Inns.  It  has  feveral  Streets,  belides 
Lanes,  and  a  good  Market ;  and  a  large  fpaciousi 
Church,  which,  however,  is  but  a  Chapel  of  Eafe  to 
Old  Sodbury .  Here  is  the  greateft  Cheefe  market  im 
England ,  except  Atberjlone  in  iVarwtckJhlre. 

Here  we  dropped  the  Road,  and  fell  down  Southward, 
dire&ly  to  Marjbfield ,  another  of  the  Clothing-towns  I 
fpoke  of.  It  confifts  of  one  Street  of  old  Buildings,  near 
a  Mile  long.  It  has  a  Market,  and  drives  alfo  a  great 
Trade  in  Malt,  and  is  noted  for  good  Cakes.  *Tis  go¬ 
verned  by  a  Bailiff.  Here  is  a  good  Vicarage  Church, 
with  feveral  Monuments  and  Infcriptions  in  the  Ifles, 
and  the  Chancel.  Here  is  an  Alms-houfe  well  endow¬ 
ed,  and  a  Chapel  to  it. 

We  croffed  the  great  Road  from  London  to  Briftol 
here,  as  at  Cirencejler  we  did  that  from  London  to  Glou- 
cefler  ;  and,  keeping  ftill  the  FoJJe  Way,  arrived  at  Batb» 
But  hers  I  Daali  conclude  this  Letter,  and  am, 

S  I  R, 

Toursy  See, 


L  E  T- 


LETTER  V. 

CONTAINING 

A  Defcription  of  Part  of  the  Counties  of 
Somerset,  Gloucester,  War- 
wick,  Worcester,  Hereford, 
and  Monmouth. 

SIR, 

Clofed  my  lafl  Letter  with  my  Arrival 
at  Bath,  in  Somerfetjkire  ;  and  I  fhall 
now  proceed  with  giving  you  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  what  is  moff  remarkable  in  it. 

The  Antiquity  of  this  City,  and  of 
the  famous  Baths  in  it,  muff:  be  allowed 
to  be  very  great,  even  though  we  ftioul'd  doubt  of  what 
is  infilled  on  in  the  Infcription  under  the  Figure  of 
King  B  la  dud,  placed  in  The  King's  Bath ,  which  fays, 
that  this  Prince  (whom  Mr.  Camden  calls  B  lay  den,  or 
Bladen  Cloyth ,  i.  e.  Soothfayer )  found  out  the  Ufe  of 
thefe  Baths,  863  Years  before  our  Saviour's  Time. 

Batb  is  a  Spot  of  Ground,  which  our  Countrymen 
ought  to  efleem  as  a  particular  Favour  of  Heaven.  It 
lies  in  a  great  Valley,  furrounded  with  an  amphithea- 
trical  View  of  Hills  $  and  its  Situation  on  the  W eft- fide 
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of  dhe  Bland  is  a  confiderable  Addition  to  its  Delights,,, 
as  being  the  lefs  liable  to  the  rude  Shocks  of  Tempers, 
But  the  Romans  were  induced  prudently,  by  the  ad¬ 
mirable  hot  Springs,  to  make  a  Station  here,  which  they 
called  Camulodunum ,  from  the  Mountain  on  the  South- 
fide  of  it,  dedicated  to  Camulos ,  the  Britijh  God  of 
War,  and  ftill  bearing  his  Saxon  Name  of  Odin  ;  the: 
Hill  being  ft)  led  Odins~Down>  through  its  Summit,  fon 
the  chief  part,  goes  by  the  Name  of  thcParifties  among;] 
which  the  Land  is  divided.  The  Walls  are  almoft  in¬ 
tire,  and  perhaps  the  Work  of  the  Romans ,  excot  the 
upper  Part,  which  feems  repaired  with  the  Ruins  of: 
Roman  Buildings;  for  the  Lewis-holes  are  ftill  left  ini 
many  of  the  Stones,  and,  to  the  Shame  of  the  Re¬ 
pairers,  many  Roman  Infcriptions,  feme  fawn  acroft, 
to  ftt  the  Size  of  the  Place.  The  Level  of  the  City  is 
rifen  to  the  Top  of  the  ftrft  Walls,  through  the  Neg¬ 
ligence  of  the  Magiftracy,  who,  in  this,  and  moft 
other  great  Towns,  connive  at  the  Servants  throwing 
Dirt  and  Allies  into  the  Streets.  Thefe  Walls  inclofe 
but  a  fmall  Compafs,  of  a  pentagonal  Form.  There 
are  Four  Gates  on  Four  Sides,  and  a  Poftern  on  the 
other.  From  the  South- weft  Angle  have  been  an  ad¬ 
ditional  Wall  and  Ditch  carried  out  to  the  PJver  ;  by 
which  fhort  Work,  the  Approach  of  an  Enemy  on 
Two  Sides  is  intercepted,  unlefs  they  pafs  the  River. 
The  fmall  Compafs  of  the  City  has  made  the  Inhabit¬ 
ants  croud  up  the  Streets  to  an  unfeemly  and  incon¬ 
venient  Narrownefs.  It  is,  however,  handfomely  bufkp 
moftly  of  new  Stone,  which  is  very  white  and  good. 
The  great  Additions  made,  and  ftill  making,  to  the 
■'  Buildings  here,  I  fhall  mention  by-and-by. 

It  was  of  old  a  Refort  for  Cripples,  and  difeafed  Per- 
Tons;  and  we  fee  the  Crutches  hang  up  at  the  fevera 
Baths,  as  the  Thank-offerings  of  thofe  who  came  hi¬ 
ther  lame,  and  went  away  cured*  But  now  we  may 
lay  it  is  a  Refort  of  the  Sound,  as  well  as  the  Sick,  ano 
a  Place  that  helps  the  Indolent*  and  the  Gay*  to  com-. 
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mit  that  worft  of  Murders,  that  is  to  fay,  to  kill 
Time. 

To  fuch  it  is  indeed  a  conftant  Round  of  Diverfion* 
In  the  Morning,  the  young  Lady  is  brought  in  a  clofe 
Chair,  dreffed  in  her  Bathing-cloaths,  to  th e  Crcfs-bath* 
There  the  Mufic  plays  her  into  the  Bath,  and  the  Wo¬ 
men  who  tend  her,  prefent  her  with  a  little  floating 
wooden  Difh,  like  a  Bafon  ;  into  which  the  Lady 
puts  an  Handkerchief  and  a  Nofegay,  and  of  late  the 
Snuff-box  is  added.  She  then  traverfes  the  Bath,  if  a 
Novice,  with  a  Guide;  if  otherwife,  by  herfelf  ;  and 
having  amufed  herfelf  near  an  Hour,  calls  for  her 
Chair,  and  returns  to  her  Lodgings. 

The  reft  of  the  Diversion  is  at  The Rooms,  as  they" 
are  called  :  and  perhaps  Mr.  Leake ,  who  keeps  one  of 
the  fineft  Bookfellers  Shops  in  Europe ,  has  more  than  a 
Chance  for  half  an  Hour  of  each  Perfon’s  Company 
now-and-then,  and,  to  he  fure,  a  Subfcription,  which  is 
but  Five  Shillings  the  Seafon,  for  taking  home  what 
Book  you  pleafe  ;  butPerfonsof  Quality  generally  fub- 
fcribe  Gold,  and  I  think  it  is  the  very  beft  Money  laid; 
out  in  the  Place,  for  thofe  who  go  for  Pleafure  or  Amufe- 
ment  only.  In  the  Afternoon  there  is  frequently  a 
Play,  though  the  Decorations  are  mean,  and  indeed  the 
Performances  too.  In  the  Evening,  People  affemble 
at  the  great  Rooms ;  and  there  are  Balls  twice  a  Week. 
}Tis  alfo  the  Fafhion  of  the  Place,  for  the  Company  to 
go  every  Day  pretty  conftantly  to  hear  Divine  Service 
at  the  Great  Church,  and  at  St.  Mary’s  Chapel  in 
Queen9 s-fquarey  where  are  Prayers  twice  a  Day. 

*Tis  remarkable,  that,  for  many  Hundreds  of  "Years,- 
the  medicinal  Virtues  of  thefe  Waters  have  been  ufe- 
ful  to  the  difeafed  People,  by  Batbeing  only  ;  whereas, 
of  late  Years,  they  are  found  to  be  no  lefs  healthful,  in- 
many  Cafes,  taken  inwardly;  infomuch  that  more 
come  to  drink  than  to  bathe;  nor  are  the  Cures  they 
perform  this  way  lefs  valuable  than  the  outward  Ap¬ 
plication* 

N  6  Gamine. 
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Gaming  ufed  to  obtain  here,  as  at  all  public  Places, 
to  a  fcandalous  Degree ;  but  the  Adi  prohibiting  that 
pernicious  Practice  has  a  good  deal  checked  its  Progrefs* 
This  Adi  palled  in  the  12th  of  King  George  II.  and 
fuppreffes,  on  the  Penalty  of  200  /.  and  50/.  the  Ad¬ 
ventures,  the  following  Games  by  Name  ;  viz.  ‘The  Ac e- 
ef  Hearts ,  Pharaoh ,  Bafflet ,  Hazard ;  alfo  all  Sales , 
Raffles,  Lotteries ,  Mathematical  Machines ,  &c. 

Lotteries  are  declared  void,  and  what  is  put  up  by 
them  forfeited  ;  nor  are  Con  visions  to  be  vacated  for 
want  of  Form. 

But  this  Adi  being  eluded  by  new  Games  fet  up,  a 
Claufe  was  inferted  in  the  Horfe-racing  Add,  Anno  1  3 
Geo.  II.  prohibiting  PaJJage ,  and  all  other  Games  with 
Dice,  except  what  are  played  on  the  Backgamon- 
Tabies. 

As  to  the  more  particular  Nature  and  Virtues  of  the 
Waters,  I  have  been  favoured,  by  a.  very  eminent  Phy- 
fician,  with  the  following  curious  Account  of  them, 
and  their  Original 

y  v  e 

Of  Bath  Water t. 

The  Bath  Waters  certainly  owe  their  Original  to  a 
Mixture  and  Fermentation  of  Two  different  Sources, 
cHftdling  from  the  Tops  of  Two  different  Mountains 
( Cl  aver  ton  and  L  an  id  own ),  meeting  in  the  Valley 
where  the  Town  Hands ;  for  all  Hills  are  Nells  of 
Metals  or  M  nerals,  and  their  Bellies  are  cavernous  and 
hollow.  It  is  not  therefore  improbable,  that  on  Cla-' 
verton-Down  there  fhould  lie  the  fulphureous  Matter, 
which  mult  rife  by  Impregnation  from  that  excellent 
Stone  arifmg  in  leveral  Parts  of  the  Mountain,  which 
hardens  in  the  Air,  and  grows  cafed  with  a  nitrous 
Coat  by  Time,  and  cold  Weather;  and  is  fo  readily  cut 
out  and  carved  into  the  moll  exquihte  Shapes.  This  is 
the  Property  of  the  worthy,  charitable,  and  pious  Ralph- 
Alien ,  Efq;  For  all  Mineral  Waters  owe  their  Virtue 
ip  an  Impregnation  of  Rain-water,  generated  from 
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•the  Clouds,  which  are  comprefled  in  their  Courfe  by 
(Mountains  or  Eminences,  and  fall  on  the  refpe&ive 
included  Mineral.  And  every  orie  knows,  that  a  due 
Mixture  of  Sulphur,  and  Filings  of  Iron,  moiftened 
Jwith  Water,  will  produce  any  Degree  of  Heat.  This 
:Stone  therefore  muft  have  a  large  Quantity  of  fulphure- 
ious  or  bituminous  Matter  in  its  Compofition,  as  will  be 
evident  to  a  Natural  Philofopher,  from  thefe  mentioned 
Qualities.  Neither  is  it  improbable,  that  the  ferrugi¬ 
nous  or  iron*  tinctured  Water  takes  its  Rife  from  Lanf- 
down ;  the  Stone  on  it  being  hard,  and,  on  the  Top, 
flinty,  black,  and  acrimonious,  as  Iron  Ore  is  known 
to  be.  Thefe  Two  Mountains,  thus  tinged  by  Rain 
Water  falling  from  the  proper  Heights,  meet  in  fome 
Caverns  in  the  Valley  ;  and,  there  fermenting,  produce 
that  hot,  milky,  foft,  falutiferous  Beverage,  called  Bath 
Water,  far  beyond  any  hot  Mineral  Waters  for  its 
Delicacy,  and  fupportable,  though  comfortable,  Heat, 
to  any  other  fuch  Water  hitherto  difcovered  on  the 
habitable  Globe,  as  it  poflefles  that  Milkinefs,  Deter- 
igency,  and  middling  Heat,  fo  friendly  adapted  to  weak¬ 
ened  animal  Conftitutions,  which  all  other  hot  Wa¬ 
ters  want  in  the  due  Degree  ;  either  being  too  hot,  or 
too  cold,  to  do  any  great  Good  in  Cafes  where  they  are 
proper,  Thefe  Waters  are  beneficial  in  almoft  all 
chronical  Diftempers,  and  can  hurt  in  none,  except  in 
Hemorrhages,  Inflammations,  or  bad  Lungs,  unlefs 
they  be  over-doled  in  Quantity,  or  too  high  and  too  hot 
a  Regimen  be  joined  with  them;  for  they  always  pro¬ 
cure  a  great  Appetite,  and  good  Spirits,  if  cautioufly 
managed  ;  but  if  high  Meats,  and  ffrong  Liquors,  be 
indulged,  they  will  create  inflammatory  Diforders* 
However,  in  weak  Stomachs,  decayed  Appetites,  Co¬ 
lics,  low  Spirits,  in  the  Intervals  of  the  Fits  of  the 
Gout  and  Stone,  in  Rhenmatifms,  Palfies,  Ner¬ 
vous  Diforders ;  and,  in  a  word,  all  thole  called  the 
cold  Difeafes ;  but  moft  eminently,  in  all  the  Diforders 
pf  the  chyliferous  Tube,  or  the  Stomach  and  Belly  not 
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inflamed;  they  are  more  kindly  and  beneficial  than  am 
Medicine  known  in  Nature;  and  introduce  a  natura 
Warmth,  and  a  new  internal  Heat,  into  decaved 
worn-out,  fuperannuated  Conftitutions  ;  and  if  a  light 
Regimen,  due  Exercife,  and  good  Hours,  be  joinec 
with  them,  they  would  truly  work  Wonders:  but,  by 
the  Neglect  of  thefe,  their  Efficacy  is  often  loft,,  anc 
their  Credit  brought  into  Queftion. 

Great  Additions  have  been  made  to  the  Building;: 
within  thefe  few  Years ;  particularly  by  the  late  Dukt 
of  Chandos ,  and  the  late  Mr.  Thayer ,  one  of  the  Com  : 
miffioners  of  the  Excife. 

Without  the  Walls,  a  {lately  new  Square  is  ere&edl 
with  a  fine  Chapel ;  and  the  Middle  is  inclofed  by  Rads' 
and  handfomely  laid  out  within. 

In  the  Centre  is  a  lofty  Obelifk  70  Feet  high  fron 
the  Foundation,  and  terminated  in  a  Point.  Leve^ 
with  one’s  Eyes  is  the  inclofed  Infer iption 

In  Memory 
Of  H  onour  Bestow’d, 

And  in  Gratitude 
For  Benefits  Conferr’d 
In  this  City, 

By  his  Royal  Highness 
FREDERICK 
PRINCE  of  IV  A  L  E  S , 

And  his  Royal  CONSORT 
In  the  Year  M.dcc.xxxviii, 

This  Obelisk  is  Erected, 

By  RICHARD  N  A  S  H,  Efqi 

The  Bath-ftoney  which  I  have  mentioned  before 
affords  a  fine  Opportunity  to  embellifti  and  give 
noble  Look  to  the  Buildings  here,  and  at  a  vei 
cheap  Rate;  for  the  Front  of  the  Houfes  on  tl 
North-fide  of  the  Square  coft  no  more  than  500  l.  thi 
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it  is  above  200  Feet  in  Extent,  and  enriched  with 
Columns  and  Pilafters  in  the  Corinthian  Order.  Alii 
the  Danger  is,  that  they  will  over-build  themfelves, 
now  they  are  got  into  the  Humour,  and  make  it  lefs 
worth  while  to  thofe  who  lett  Lodgings,  the  principal 
Bufinefs  of  the  Place ;  but  then  People  of  Fortune, 
fettling  there,  will  make  amends  for  it  ;  fince  no  lefs 
than  70  or  Bo  Families  are  already  become  conftant 
Inhabitants,  and  others  are  daily  taking  Houles. 

The  Grove,  too,  near  the  Abbey-church,  now  called 
Orange- fquare,  fn  Compliment  to  the  late  Prince  of 
Orange ,  has  feverai  handfome  new-built  Houfes  y 
and  a  monumental  Stone  is  ere&ed,  with  an  Infcrip- 
tion  in  Honour  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  the  Places 
his  Highnefs  having  been  obliged  to  vifit  Bath  for  his 
Health,  juft  before  he  married  the  Princefs  Royal  of 
England ,  and  received  great  Benefit  by  the  Waters. 
This  likewife  was  ere&ed  by  the  famous  Mr.  NaJh,  to 
w  ofe  good  Management  and  Behaviour,  Bath  is  greatly ' 
indebted ;  every  one  fubmitting  with  Delight  to  the 
Regulations  he  impofes,  with  regard  to  Decorum,  and 
the  good  Order  of  the  Place. 

The  Infcription  on  the  Stone  above  is  as  follows : 

In  Me mori am 
Sanit  atis 

PRINC  I  PI  AXJRIACO , 
Aqjjarum  Thermalium  Potu, 
Favente  DEO, 

Ovante  BRITANNIA , 

FelICITER  RESTITUTiE, 

M.dcc.xxxv. 

Thus  tranjlated : 

In  Memory  of  the  happy  Reftoration  of  the  Health  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange ,  by  the  drinking  of  the  Bath 
Waters ,  thro5  the  Favour  of  God,  and  to  the  ex¬ 
treme  Joy  of  Britain ,  1735, 

The 
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The  late  Marfhal  Wade,  when  one  of  the  Repre- 
fentatives  in  Parliament  for  this  City,  gave  a  fine  Al¬ 
tar-piece  to  the  great  Church  there :  he  was  alfo  at  the 
Charge  of  having  the  Pidture  drawn  of  every  one  of 
his  Ele&ors  (the  Members  of  the  Corporation),  and 
fet  up  round  the  Town  hall;  and  his  own  too  he  fuf- 
fered  to  be  put  up  over  the  Entrance,  as  if  he  would! 
make  good  that  Pafs,  and  keep  them  all  to  Duty.  At  the 
upper  End  of  the  Hall,  are  lately  fet  up  the  Figures  of 
the  late  Prince  and  Augufla  Princefs  of  Wales ,  a  Pre~ 
fent  by  their  Royal  Highnefles  to  the  Corporation,  who 
likewife  before  preferred  it  with  a  fine  large  wrought! 
Silver  Cup  and  Waiter,  gilt. 

There  is  a  very  great  Narrownefs  of  Spirit  in  moil 
of  the  Inhabitants  at  Bath :  but,  indeed,  it  is  the  fame 
in  moft  public  Places  of  Refort.  They  have  but  their 
Seafons ;  and  they  are  fo  hungry  by  that  time  they 
come  about,  that  they  look  upon  a  new  Comer,  as  a 
Perfon  to  be  Jhared  and  divided  among  them  :  for  this 
Reafon,  you’ll  always  find  them  with  both  Hands  oper 
to  receive  ;  and  not  one  to  communicate ,  or  do  a  generou. 
Office,  without  a  Benefit  in  PoJJejfion  or  Reverfion 
And  when  they  receive  a  Favour  at  your  Hands,  ’ti; 
with  fuch  an  Air,  as  if  it  were  their  Due ,  and  thev 
quitted  Scores  with  you  by  their  Acceptance  of  it. 

The  Abbey-church  is  a  venerable  Pile,  and  has  manr 
Monuments  in  it.  But  the  principal  Front  is  almofi 
blafphemoufly  decorated,  if  it  may  be  called  decorated! 
with  the  Figures  of  God  the  Father,  and  Saints  an 
Angels,  the  Work  of  Superflition.  This  Cathedral 
though  beautiful,  is  but  final]  ;  and  on  the  fame  Spo: 
probably  flood  the  Roman  Temple  of  Minerva ,  Patron 
efs  of  the  Baths.  Before  it,  was  an  handforne  fquar: 
Area,  but  of  late  Years  deformed  with  Koufes. 

On  the  South- fide  are  the  juftly  renowned  he 
Springs,  coUeffed  into  a  fquare  Area,  called  The  King'1 
Bath .  The  Corporation  eredted  within  thefe  fev 

Yea, 
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fears  that  pretty  neat  Building  before  it,  called  The 
Pump-room ,  for  the  Company  to  meet  in,  who  drink 
the  Water,  conveyed  hither  by  a  Marble  Pump  from 
the  Bottom  of  the  Spring,  where  it  is  near  boiling- 
hot. 

This  Water  is  admirably  grateful  to  the  Stomach, 
Iriking  the  Roof  of  the  Mouth  with  a  fine  fulphureous 
and  fteely  Tafte,  like  that  of  the  German  Spaw  or  Pyr- 
nont.  Tho’  you  drink  off  a  large  Pint-glafs,  it  is  fo 
:ar  from  creating  an  Heavinefs  or  Naufea,  that  you 
mmediately  perceive  yourfelf  more  alert.  At  firft,  it 
operates  by  Stool,  and  efpecially  Urine.  It  is  of  fove- 
reign  Efficacy  to  ftr  eng  then  the  Bowels,  reftore  their 
oft  Tone,  and  renew  the  vital  Heat.  But  I  have  al¬ 
ready  mentioned  its  excellent  Qualities, 

The  King’s  Bath  is  an  oblong  Square,  the  Walls  full 
ft  Niches,  perhaps  the  Romans  Work.  There  are 
r welve  on  the  North  -fide.  Eight  on  the  Eaft  and  Weft, 
bout  Four  larger  Arches  on  the  South.  At  every 
Horner  are  the  Steps  to  defcend  into  it,  and  a  Parapet, 
>r  Baluftrade,  with  a  Walk  round  it. 

The  Springs  were  doubtlefs  feparated  from  common 
iprings  by  the  Romans ,  and  fenced  in  with  a  durable 
W all.  There  goes  a  probable  Tradition  of  fubterranean 
Canals,  of  their  making,  to  carry  off  the  other  Wa- 
srs,  left  they  fhould  mix  with  thefe,  and  deftroy  the 
I  eat. 

It  is  remarkable, that,  at  the  cleanfingof  the  Springs, 
affien  they  fet  down  a  new  Pump,  they  conftantly  find 
ireat  Quantities  of  Hazel-nuts,  as  in  many  other  Places 
mong  fubterraneous  Timber.  Thefe,  Dr.  Stukely 
oubts  not,  are  the  Remainder  of  the  univerfal  De- 
ige,  which  the  Hebrew  Hiftorian  tells  us  was  in  Au- 
imn,  Providence  by  that  means  fecuring  the  Revival 
If  the  vegetable  World.  f 

In  the  Bath,  People  ftand  up  to  the  Chin,  Men  and 
fomen,  and  flew  5  moftly  in  the  way  of  Gallantry. 

Many 
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Many  are  the  Difeafes  which  here  find  a  Remedy 
when  judicioufly  applied,  as  I  obferved  above.  Thi 
Confluence  hither  is  greater  in  Summer,  than  in  Win. 
ter,  tho*  the  latter,  of  the  T wo,  feems  the  more  prefer 
able  Seafon  for  medicinal  Purpofes. 

Behind  the  Southern  Wall  of  The  King's  Bath ,  is  : 
lefs  Square,  named  The  Queen's  Bath ,  with  a  Tabernacli 
of  Four  Pillars  in  the  midft.  This  is  of  more  tempera! 
Warmth,  as  borrowing  its  Water  from  the  othei 
There  are  likewife  Pumps  and  Pumping-rooms,  fc 
pouring  hot  Streams  on  any  Part  of  the  Body  j  whic; 
in  many  Cafes  is  very  falutary. 

In  the  South- weft  Part  of  the  Town  are  Two  othei 
Baths,  not  to  be  difregarded. 

The  Hot  Bath  is  not  much  inferior  in  Heat  to  TL 
Kings  Bath  ;  it  is  a  fmall  Parallelogram,  with  a  Stor 
Tabernacle  of  Four  Pillars  in  the  midft. 

cr'i. .  ^  *.  r  .  «  t  *»». 

j.  ae  rojs  nato  near  it  is  triangular,  ana  nau  a  ^ra 
in  the  middle.  Hard  by  is  an  Hofpital,  built  and  er 
dowed  by  a  Prelate  of  this  See.  The  Water  in  the 
Two  Places  rifes  near  the  Level  of  the  Streets. 

On  the  South-fide  of  the  Cathedral,  are  fome  Pan 
of  the  Abbey  left,  and  the  Gate-houfe  belonging  to  it 

Within  thefe  few  Years,  by  a  Contribution,  a  co: 
Bath,  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Infirm,  was  made  at 
Spring  beyond  the  Bridge. 

Two  Roman  Inscriptions  have  been  fet  in  the  Eafte 
Wall  of  the  Cathedral,  fronting  the  W alks  ;  whic 
befides  the  Injuries  of  the  Weather,  are  expofed  to  t 
mifchievous  Sport  of  Boys,  who  throw  Stones  at  them: 

The  feveral  Baths  are  very  indifferently  kept,  as  th 
Ufe  fo  much  increafes.  But  a  fine  Defign  is  now 
foot  to  make  convenient  Slips,  with  Dreliing-roorc 
and  Apartments  for  pumping  on  People,  without  gor 
into  the  Bath,  and  for  iniarging  the  Pump-room  fa 
to  hold  Four  or  Five  Pumps. 

The  greateft  Decency  is  obferved  here  by  both  Sex: 
and  while  Mr.  Najh  lives,  it  muft  be  always  fo.  Th: 
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is  a  very  good  Conveniency  of  Chairs,  of  which  there 
are  great  Plenty,  and  very  genteel  ones,  to  go  to  any 
Part  within  the  Walls,  and  even  to  the  adjoining 
Buildings  without,  for  6  d.  provided  the  Diflance  does 
not  exceed  500  Yards ;  but  if  it  does,  the  Fare  is  1  s. 
and  for  this  the  Chairmen  are  obliged  to  go  a  Mile. 
In  fhort,  it  is  a  delightful  Place  enough,  when  you  are 
in  it,  but  formerly  a  dreadful  one  to  come  at,  down 
high  Hills,  in  fome  Places  like  Precipices ;  tho’  Health 
or" Pleafure  oblige  People  to  difpenfe  with  this  Diffi¬ 
culty. 

Bath  being  environed  with  Hills,  and  theRi  ver  wind¬ 
ing  between  them  in  the  Middle  of  a  rich  Vale,  the 
Meadows  on  each  Side  the  Stream  afford  many  pleafant 
Walks ;  and,  if  you  mount  the  Hills  on  Horfeback, 
Lanfdown ,  or  rather  Mom  Badonea ,  Claverton-Down , 
which  is  Part  of  Qdins-Down>  Haul-Down 3  Bannagh - 
Down>  and  King's- Down,  are  the  mofl  delightful  Rides 
that  can  be  conceived. 

The  Accefs  to  thefe  Hills  grows  every  Day  better  and 
better,  by  the  Prudence  and  good  Management  of  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  Turnpike-roads  ;  fo  that,  tho* 
few  People  cared  to  keep  Coaches  here  formerly,  yet 
ithe  Ufe  of  thofe  Machines  here  has  greatly  increafed  of 
ilate  Years.  Before  the  firft  Turnpike- A£l  was  obtain¬ 
ed,  the  dire£l  Road  to  Lanfdown  was  fo  fleep,  that  Queen 
\Anne  was  extremely  frighted  in  going  up :  her  Coach- 
jman  flopping  to  give  the  Horfes  Breath,  and  the  Coach 
jwanting  a  Dragftaff,  it  ran  back,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
iCoachman’s  Skill ;  the  Plorfes  not  being  brought  to 
tflrain  the  Harnefs  again,  or  pull  together,  for  a  good 
ijwhile,  and  the' Coach  putting  the  Guards  behind  in 
:igreat  Confufion  ;  at  lafl,  fome  of  the  Servants,  fetting 
jtheir  Heads  and  Shoulders  to  the  Wheels,  flopped  them, 
by  mere  Force. 

The  General  Hofpital  in  this  City,  for  the  Reception 
)f  the  fick  Poor  all  over  the  Kingdom,  is  a  very  noble 
Defign.  The  firfl  Stone  of  it  was  laid  the  6th  of  July 

1738. 
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1738.  It  is  built  where  the  old  Play-houfe  flood,  an; 
is  a  noble  Pile  of  Building,  100  Feet  in  Front,  and  c 
Feet  deep.  It  is  capable  of  receiving  J50  poor  Crijj 
pies. 

The  King,  the  late  Prince  and  Princefs-Dowager  * 
'Wales ,  andYome  of  the  Princefles,  have  been  great  Prc 
motersof  thisWork :  and,  among  other  Benef?<flors,  tl 
Widow  of  the  late  Mr  .Holding  of  London,  and  Mr.  Jilt 
of  Prior-Park  near  Bath ,  of  whom  I  (hall  fay  mon 
anon,  are  the  chief;  the  former  giving  2000/.  in  Mo 
ney,  and  the  latter  permitting  the  Truftees  of  the  Chi 
rity  to  fetch  from  his  Stone- yard  all  the  Wall-flonr 
wrought  Free-ftone,  Paving-ftone,  and  Lime,  thn 
were  neceflary  to  be  added  to  the  Stone  which  the  c:J 
Buildings,  that  were  taken  down,  produced,  to  cor 
plete  the  Mafons-work  of  the  new  Edifice,  befides  gr 
ing  a  very  large  Sum  of  Money. 

A  very  great  Defign  was  aifo  begun  in  this  City, 
which  take  the  following  Account,  as  it  fome  Yea 
ago  appeared  in  the  public  Papers. 

On  the  icth  of  March  1739-40.  the  firft  Stone 
a  new  Square  was  laid,  in  the  Gardens  adjoining 
the  public  Walks.  The  principal  Side  of  this  Square 
to  have  the  Appearance  of  one  Houfe,  520  Feet 
F ront,  and  260  Feet  in  Depth,  but  is  to  be  divided  ir 
40  Houfes;  each  Front  is  to  have  63  Windows,  a 
each  End  31.  1  wo  of  the  other  Sides  are  to  ferve: 

Wings  to  the  principal  Side  :  each  Wing  is  to  contit 
24  Houfes,  upon  a  perfect  Square  of  210  Feet,  and  1 
Front  of  thefe  Wings  are  every  one  to  have  25  W 
dows  ;  fo  that  when  the  whole  Building  is  viewed: 
Front,  it  will  fliew  1 13  Windows,  extend  ioqoFe 
and  from  the  diflant  Hills  look  like  one  grand  Pala 
The  Three  Piles  of  Building  will  be  adorned  with  abt 
300  Columns  and  Pilafters  in  the  Corinthian  Order, 
Upon  the  Corner  of  every  Pile  there  will  be  a  Tow, 
and  in  every  Front  will  be  a  Centre-houfe,  and  a  Pe 
ment. 

A  n< 


iomerf.  Great  Britain. 


A  noble  Houfe  for  public  Aflemblies  is  to  be  eredfed 
»y  Subfcription  in  this  Square ;  the  Ball-room  will  be 
ike  an  Egyptian  Hall,  and  contain  in  Length  90  Feet, 
nd  Breadth  5  2  Feet.  The  Aftembly-room  will  be  90 
reet  long.  There  will  be  a  Garden  for  the  Ladies  to 
valk  in ;  a  Bowling-green  for  the  Gentlemen ;  a  grand 
5arade  of  200  Yards  long,  a  Terrace  500  Yards  in 
Circumference,  a  Portico  of  the  fame  Dimenfions,  with 
livers  other  Walks  in  common  for  all  People,  and  fo 
iifpofed,  that  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  may  walk  at  any 
5eafon  of  the  Year,  at  any  Hour  of  the  Day,  and  in 
my  Weather^  So  that,  by  thefe  great  Improvements, 
Bath  will  be  rendered  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  Places 
;n  the  World  ;  for,  facing  this  Square,  a  Bridge  with 
m  Arch  of  102  Feet  Opening  will  be  built  over  the 
River,  by  which  People  of  Diftindtion  may  go  to  the 
Downs,  as  into  their  own  Gardens,  for  the  Air,  and 
Exercife. 

The  political  Government  of  Bath  is  in  the  Hands 
of  a  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common-council.  It  has 
Two  Fairs,  which  are  held  Feb.  3.  and  on  the  Feftival 
of  St.  Peter  1  and  it  fends  Two  Members  to  Parlia¬ 


ment. 

The  grand  Parade  was  long  fince  finifhed,  as  well  as 
Part  of  the  great  Terrace ;  and  both  are  united  by  Two 
Streets,  each  of  which  is  210  Feet  in  Length  by  50  in 
Breadth.  Thefe  Walks  and  Streets  have  been  raifed 
upon  Arches  from  24  to  40  Feet  high  ;  and  the  Build¬ 
ings  fronting  them  begin  to  make  the  Glory  of  Bath , 
in  the  Works  of  Archite&ure.  The  Area,  which  the 
great  Terrace  is  to  furround,  is  named  the  Royal  Forum , 
becaufe  Agricola ,  the  Roman  G  neral  in  Britain ,,  built 
a  Forum  in  the  fame  Spot  of  Ground  in  the  Reign  of 
'Titus  Vefpaftan ;  and,  from  that  Work,  the  Region 
round  about  the  hot  Springs  was,  in  fucceeding  Ages, 
denominated  the  Hundred  of  Bath  Forum .  The  Mag¬ 
nificence  of  the  Royal  Forum ,  or  grand  Place  of  Afiem- 
bly  at  Bath ,  may  be  conceived  from  the  Works  already 

done  ; 
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done  ;  and,  if  it  fhould  be  completed  according  to  t 
Defigns,  the  City  will  undoubtedly  become  the  fine 
and  moft  agreeable  Place  of  Habitation  in  the  Kinj 
dom. 

The  Avon  will  divide  the  Royal  Forum  into  Tv 
Parts ;  and,  on  the  Banks  of  that  River,  contiguous 
the  new  Buildings,  Mr .Allen^  who  for  many  Years  pai 
has  farmed,  and  been  improving,  the  Crofs-pofts,  has 
large  Yard,  wherein  is  wrought  the  Free-ftone  di 
from  the  Quarries  on  Comb- Down,  which  is  anothi 
Part  of  Odin  s-Down,  purchafed  by  him  fome  Yea 
ago.  He  has  likewife  a  Wharf  to  embark  the  fan 
Stone  in  unwrought  Blocks,  which  are  brought  dow 
from  the  Quarry  by  an  admirable  Machine,  that  rui 
upon  a  Frame  of  Timber,  of  about  a  Mile  and  an  ha 
in  Length,  placed  partly  upon  Walls,  and  partly  upo 
the  Ground,  like  the  Waggon- ways  belonging  to  th 
Collieries  in  the  North  ot  England.  Two  Horfes  dra\ 
one  of  thefe  Machines,  generally  loaded  with  Two  c 
Three  Ton  of  Stone,  over  the  moft  eafy  Part  of  tb 
DTcent ;  but  afterwards  its  own  Velocity  forces 
down  the  reft,  and  with  fo  much  Precipitation,  tha 
the  Man  who  guides  it  is  fometimes  obliged  to  loc 
every  Wheel  of  the  Carriage,  to  ftop  it  5  which  he  ca 
do  with  great  Eafe,  by  means  of  Bolts  applied  to  th 
Front- wheels,  and  Lavers  to  the  Back-wheels. 

This  Machine  and  Frame  were  the  Works  of  th 
late  Mr.  John  Padmore  of  Brijlol ;  and  his  Perform 
ance  in  them,  as  well  as  in  the  Cranes  with  which  tl 
Stone  is  hoifted  up,  is  fuch  an  Improvement  upon  th 
Waggon-ways  and  Carriages  in  the  North,  and  upo; 
Cranes  in  general,  as  does  Honour  to  his  Name. 

The  Free-ftone  of  the  Hills  about  Bath  can  be  can 
ried  by  the  Avon  to  Brijlol ;  whence  it  may  be  tran 
ported  to  any  Part  of  England ;  and  the  new  Works  c 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital  in  London ,  as  well  as  th 
Exchange  of  Brijlol ,  are  built  with  Stone  from  M 
Alien's  Quarry. 

Th 
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This  Gentleman  has  built  for  himfelf  a  very  magni- 
cent  Seat  ;  and  has  placed  it  almoft  at  the  Top  of  the 
He  of  the  Hill,  where  the  chief  Quarry,  from  whence 
he  new  Buildings  of  Bath  have  been  fupplied  with 
'ree-ftone,  is  iltuated.  The  Seat  crowns  with  the 
reateft  Beauty  a  large  Court  on  the  North-fide  of  the 
/fountain,  antiently  dedicated  to  the  Britijh  God  of 
V ar ;  and,  from  that  Dent  in  the  Afcent  of  the  Hill, 
Village  towards  the  lower  Part  of  it  was  denominated 
Vtdcomb ,  in  which  there  is  a  capital  Iioufe  belonging 
0  Mr.  Bennel. 

Mr.  Allen" s  Seat,  now  called  Prior-Part,  commands 
Profpeft,  as  delightful  as  it  is  poffible  for  the  Imagi- 
iation  to  conceive ;  the  City  of  Bath  being  the  chief 
)bje£t;  and  towards  it  the  principal  Front  of  the 
loufe  is  turned.  The  Seat  confifts  of  an  Houfe  in  the 
Centre,  Two  Pavilions,  and  Two  Wings  of  Offices, 
11  united  by  Arcades,  and  making  a  continued  curved 
dne  of  Building  of  above  i  ooo  Feet  in  Front,  of  which 
he  Houfe  takes  about  150  Feet,  and  is  of  the  Corin- 
hian  Order,  elevated  upon  a  Ruftic  Bafement,  and 
r owned  with  a  Baluftrade  ;  the  Centre  advancing  for¬ 
ward,  and  making  one  of  the  largeft  and  molt  corre£l 
e&aftyle  Porticoes  in  the  Kingdom.  The  Order  in- 
ludes  Two  Stories,  and  the  Houfe  has  15  Windows  in 
he  Length  of  it.  The  Portico,  together  with  a  Co- 
inthian  Hall  in  the  principal  Story,  a  Chapel  on  the 
ime  Floor  of  the  Ionic  Order  fupporting  the  Corin- 
bian,  and  a  Corinthian  Gallery  extending  over  the 
Iall,  and  the  Rooms  on  each  Side  of  it,  all  finifhed  with 
1  ree-ffone,are  the  Beauties  and  Curiofities  of  the  whole 
'ile,  which,  from  the  North  Terrace  of  the  Royal.  Fo- 
um  in  Bath ,  appears  with  very  great  Advantage  on  the 
ide  of  the  Mountain,  againft  which  it  is  placed. 

The  Gardens  to  this  Seat  confift  of  Two  Terraces, 
nd  Two  Slopes,  lying  Northward  before  the  Houfe, 
rith  winding  Walks  made  through  a  little  Coppice 
>ening  to  the  Weft  ward  of  thofe  Slopes  5  but  all  thefe 
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are  adorned  with  Vafes,  and  other  Ornaments,  in  Stone  : 
work;  and  the  Affluence  of  Water  is  fo  great,  that  ii 
is  received  at  Three  different  Places,  after  many  little, 
agreeable  Falls,  at  the  Head  of  one  of  which  there  is  a 
Statue  of  Mofes  down  to  the  Knees,  in  an  Attitude  ex- 
preffive  of  the  Admiration  he  muft  have  been  in  after 
ftriking  the  Rock,  and  feeing  the  W ater  gu(h  out  of  it 
The  winding  Walks  were  made  with  great  Labour 
and,  tho*  no  broader  than  for  Two  or  Three  to  wall* 
abreafl,  yet  in  fome  Places  they  appear  with  little  Cliff- 
on  one  Side,  and  with  fmall  Precipices  on  the  other 
The(e  things  we  may  efteem  as  Beauties  ;  but  if  wi 
leave  them,  and  go  to  what  may  be  called  the  greate 
Part  of  the  Gardens,  1  mean  to  the  Rides  which  ar 
made  through  the  adjoining  Lands,  the  real  Beauties  oc 
Nature  will  appear  in  great  Abundance  ;  and  Mr.  Alle, 
may  put  the  natural  Terrace  in  the  Brow  of  the  Hil 
above  his  Houfe  in  Competition  with  the  greateft  Worl 
that  ever  was  made  to  adorn  a  Seat;  and  on  that  Ter 
race  the  Statue  of  the  late  Marfhal  Wade  is  placed  :  fa 
where  could  the  Figure  of  a  great  Soldier  {land  f 
properly,  as  on  an  Hill  facred  to  the  God  of  War  him 
felf  ? 

The  Tafle  of  this  Gentleman,  in  his  Gardening  | 
&c.  is  fo  aptly  defcribed  by  the  late  Mrs.  Chandler,  c 
the  Place,  in  an  ingenious  Poem,  called,  The  Defcrip 
tion  of  Bath,  that  the  following  Quotation  from 
muff  be  acceptable : 

Thy  Taj,  }e  I'efind  appears  in  yonder  Woody 
Not  Nature  tortur'd,  but  by  Art  improv'd ; 

Where  cover’d  Walks  with  open  Vifta’r  meety 
An  Area  here ,  and  there  a  fhady  Seat. 

Athoufand  Sweets  in  mingled  Odours  flow 
From  blooming  Flow’rs,  which  on  the  Borders  grow. 

In  numrous  Streams  the  murm ring  Waters  t  hr  illy 
Uniting  ally  obedient  to  thy  Will ; 

•  ;  L  •  -  -  -  —  .  Tv, 
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7/7/,  by  thy  Art ,  in  one  Canal  combin’d, 

"They  thro ’  the  Wood  in  various  Mazes  wind ; 

From  thence  the  foaming  Waves  fall  rapid  down , 

In  bold  Cafcades,  and  lajh  the  rugged  Stone . 

But ,  for*  their  Fury  loft ,  ffo  calmer  Scene 
Delights  the  fofter  Mufe ,  *SW  ferene: 

An  ample  Bafin,  Centre  of  the  Place , 

7/z  Lymph  tranfparent  holds  the  fcaly  Race  % 

Its  glajfy  Face ,  from  ev  ry  Ruffle  free. 

Ref  ells  the  Image  of  each  neighb’  ring  Tree  ; 

Cfo  which  the  feather’d  Choir’r  melodious  Throngs 
By  Love  infpidd ,  fo  tuneful  Song  ; 

7/^/V  tuneful  Song  the  echoing  W  oods  refoimd ,  J 

A ndf ailing  Waters  add  a  f oleum  Sound:  ^  ft 

Sure  this  the  Mufes  haunt  ;  7/7  hallow'd  Ground! J 

At  Walcot ,  many  Roman  Antiquities  have  been 
found.  Lord  Winchelfea  has  an  Urn,  a  Patera,  and 
other  things  taken  out  of  a  Stone  Coffin,  wherein  was 
£  Child’s  Body,  half  a  Mile  off  the  Bath. 

When  one  is  upon  Lanfdown ,  and  has  palled,  by 
a  winding  Road,  all  the  Steeps  and  Difficulties  of  the 
Alcent,  there  is  a  plain  and  pleasant  Countip  for  many 
Miles  into  Gloucefterfhire ,  and  Two  very  noble  Houfes: 
the  one  built  by  Mr.  Blaithwait ,  Secretaiy  at  WTr  in 
the  Reign  of  Queen  ;  and  the  other  is  called  Bad - 
jnington ,  a  Manhon  of  the  Duke  o i  B eaufoi  t . 

]sjq]*  muft  we  forget  to  mention  the  han»-ilornc  Mo-- 
nument  ereUed,  by  Order  of  the  late  Lord  Lanfdown , 
to  the  Honour  of  Sir  Bevil  Granville,  his  Lordfhip’s 
Anceftor,  with  an  Infcription  recording  the  Aclion  in 
which  he  fell.  It  is  built  on  the  Brow  of  Lanfdown - 
Hill ,  on  the  very  Spot,  as  near  as  poffible,  where  that 
brave  Gentleman  was  killed,  in  the  Action  between 
him  and  Sir  William  Waller,  in  the  Civil  Wars ;  of 
which  Lord  Clarendon,  and  others,  give  Account. 

Juft  below  it,  we  fee  Idlliput-Ca/lle,  a  fmall  Place 
of  Retirement,  lately  made  by  Mr.  Jerry  Pierce  ; 
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beautiful  in  itfelf,  but  much  more  fo  in  refpedt  to  its 
Situation, 

1  ought  not  to  omit,  that,  in  the  Seflion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  1738-9.  an  A£t  pafTed  for  inlarging  the  Terms 
and  Powers  granted  by  Two  former  Adds  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  for  repairing  and  inlarging  the  Highways  be¬ 
tween  the  Top  of  King f down  -  Hill  and  the  City  of 
Bath ;  and;  for  amending  fever,  i  ther  Roads  leading 
from  Brijhi ,  and  other  Flaws,  fo  Bath  ;  and  for  cleanf- 
hg,  paving ,  and  enlightening  the  Streets,  and  re¬ 
gulating  the  Chairmen  there;  and  for  keeping  a 
regular  nightly  W  atch  ,  within  the  faid  City  and  Li¬ 
berties  :  all  which,  being  effected  according  to  the  In- 
tention  of  the  Add,  will  he  a  great  Conveniency  to 
t  Bath ,  and  to  Perfons  reforting  to  it. 

MB.  Xf~K  I  will  juft  mention  alfo,  that,  at  Phi  lips- Norton- lane, 
r*  4*.  near  Bath,  was  a  Fight  between  the  Forces  of  King 
j  James  If.  and  thofe  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth ,  in 
‘  J1  ff  which  the  latter  had  the  Advantage,  and,  if  they  had 
'V*  ^  purfued  it,  would  have  gained  a  complete  Viddory.  An 

^  old  Elm-  tree,  {landing  near  Stanton-  Drew,  about  Eight 
Miles  Weft  ward  of  Bath ,  in  a  Road  leading  Three 
"Ways,  afforded  a  fad  Teftimony  of  the  Event  of  the 
^  /  y  *  Duke’s  Enterprize  ;  for  it  was  all  overfpread  with  the 
*K>  / ,  Heads  and  Limbs  of  the  unfortunate  Perfons  engaged  in 

1 his  Caufe,  who  buffered  by  the  Sentence  of  the  mercilefs 
C.  Juries. 

i’his  is  the  Stanton- Drew,  where  the  Drui- 
MpD  radical  Temple,  Vol.  I.  p.  382.  is  fituated  :  and, 
L' by  the  brief  Account  which  Mr.  Wood  gives  of  it, 

’  DfoJiAn  his  Effay  towards  a  Defcription  of  Bath,  and 
'  \  r  the  Britijh  Works  in  its  Neighbourhood,  it  appears 
tptNy  ffff  a  ftupendous  Model  of  the  Pythagorean  Sy- 

4*4*vv*-  *"  ftem  of  the  planetary  World,  built  with  great  Blocks 
/  .  of  Marble  taken  out  of  Clay-hole  near  IK  ells.  Three 

j  Circles,  reprefenting  the  tun,  the  Earth,  and  the: 
T  'Moon  ;  and  fome  other  Stones,  reprefenting  the  Planets; 

Venus,  Jupiter,  and  Saturn  ,  are  yet  remaining  :  and! 

the 
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the  Author  concludes,  that  the  Circles  imaging  the  Sun 
and  Moon  were  made  ufe  of  as  Temples,  in  Honour  of 
thofe  Luminaries  ;  the  leaf!  of  which  Temples  is  as 
big  as  Stonehenge . 

About  ‘ Twyfordton ,  not  far  from  Bath ,  is  a  Field,, 
called  Marjbury -field,  with  but  little  Quantity  of  Earth 
upon  the  Rock.  This  was  very  full  of  foffile  Shells, 
which  had  preferved  their  natural  Colour  of  Blue  and 
White  as  perfectly  as  at  fir  ft. 

In  Chu  Parifh,  a  Mile  from  Stanton -Drew,  is  Bow - 
ditch ,  fo  called  from  its  circular  Form  ;  it  was  a  large 
Camp  on  an  Hill,  trebly  fortified,  whence  you  may  be- 
hold  the  Iftes  of  Flatholm  and  Steepholm  in  the  Sea.  Here 
is  a  petrefying  Spring.  This  County  abounds  with 
Coal-pits.  The  Slates,  which  lie  upon  it,  and  have 
not  received  their  due  Quantity  of  Sulphur,  fo  as  to 
.make  perfeH  Coal,  are  moft  curioufly  markedxwith 
Impreffions  of  Plants,  particularly  thofe  of  Fern.  This 
is  indeed  a  Rock,  full  of  Springs,  a  very  bad  Road  for 
Travelling,  confiding  of  (hort  and  fteep  Valleys,  nar¬ 
row  Lanes,  intricate,  dark,  and  hard.  The  Ground 
is  very  rich,  and  bears  much  Wood.  The  Neatnels 
of  the  Houfes,  even  of  the  poorer  Sort  of  People,  is 
remarkable,  being  generally  whited  over,  and  embel¬ 
lished  with  little  Gardens. 

We  come  in  Six  Miles  from  Bath  to  Cainfham ,  a 
Market- town,  famous  for  its  Abbey,  founded  by  Wil¬ 
liam  Earl  of  Gloucejler ,  about  the  Year  1170.  and 
;  granted  by  Edward  VI.  to  Thomas  Bridges,  Efq;  in 
the  Year  1553.  as  well  as  for  its  having  been  the 
Manfion  or  capital  Seat  of  the  Cangi ,  as  Camden  in¬ 
terprets  the  Name.  The  'Town  is  Situated  by  the  Side 
of  a  fmall  River,  that  runs  into  the  /.vm,  and  extends 
to  the  Confluence  of  the  Two  Streams.  It  is  built 
upon  a  Rock,  productive  of  an  infinite  Number  of 
Foftils  in  the  Shape  of  Serpents,  coiled  up  like  a  Rope  ; 
and  credulous  People  formerly  believed,  that  they  were 
real  Serpents,  changed  into  Stones  by  one  Keina ,  a  de- 
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vout  Britijh  Virgin,  from  whom  they  likewife  deno¬ 
minated  the  Town. 

Cainjham  River  is  noted  for  producing  Multitudes  of 
little  Eels  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year :  thefe  the  People 
catch,  when  they  are  about  Two  Inches  long;  and, 
having  boiled  them,  they  make  them  into  fmall  Cakes, 
for  Sale.  Thefe  Elver -cakes  they  difpofe  of  at  Bath 
and  Briftol ;  and,  when  they  are  fried,  and  eaten  with 
Butter,  nothing  is  more  delicious. 

The  City  of  Briftol  is  no  more  than  Four  Miles 
from  this  Town  ;  and  is  the  greateft,  the  richeft,  and 
the  beft  Port  of  Trade  in  Great  Britain ,  London  only 
excepted. 

Briftol  has  been  formerly  a  Place  of  Strength,  and 
had  a  Caftle,  in  which  King  Stephen  was  kept  Priloner 
fome  time  by  Maud  the  Emprefs.  It  wras  befieged  in 
the  C  ivil  Wars,  and  made  a  good  Defence. 

The  Caftle,  built  bv  Robert ,  illegitimate  Son  of  King 
Henry  I.  who  befieged  King  Stephen  in  it,  Pood  till  the 
Time  of  Oliver  Cromwell ,  who  demolifhed  it. 

It  is  a  County-town,  and  one  of  King  Henry  the 
E'ghth’s  new  Bifhopricks, 

The  Merchants  of  this  City  have  not  only  the 
greateft  Trade,  but  they  trade  with  a  more  intire  In- 
depency  upon  London ,  than  any  other  Town  in  Britain . 
And  ’tis  evident  in  this  Particular ;  viz.  That  whatfo- 
ever  Exportations  they  make  to  any  Part  of  the  World, 
they  are  able  to  bring  the  full  Returns  back  to  their 
own  Port,  and  can  difpofe  of  them  there  ;  which  is  not 
the  Cafe  of  any  other  Port  in  England  ;  where  they 
are  often  obliged  either  to  (hip  Part  of  the  Effedls  in  the 
Ports  abroad,  on  the  Ships  bound  to  London  ;  or  to  con- 
fign  their  own  VefTels  to  London ,  in  order  boih  to  get 
Freight,  and  difpofe  of  their  Cargoes. 

But  the  Briftol  Merchants,  as  they  have  a  very  great 
r}  rade  abroad,  fo  they  have  always  Buyers  at  home  for 
their  Returns,  and  fuch  Buyers,  that  no  Cargo  is  too 
big  for  them.  To  this  Purpofe,  the  Shopkeepers  in 
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Brifioly  who  in  general  are  Wholefale-men,  have  fo 
great  an  Inland-trade  among  all  the  Weftern  Counties, 
that  they  maintain  Carriers,  juft  as  the  London  Trades¬ 
men  do,  to  all  the  principal  Counties  and  Towns, 
from  Southampton  in  the  South,  even  to  the  Banks  of 
the  Trent ,  North  ;  akho’  they  have  no  navigable  River 
that  Way. 

Add  to  this,  That,  as  well  by  Sea,  as  by  the  Navi¬ 
gation  of  Two  great  Rivers,  the  Wye  and  the  Severn , 
they  have  the  whole  Trade  of  South-Wale  Sy  as  it  were, 
to  themfelves,  and  the  greateft  Part  of  that  of  North - 
Wales  ,  and,  as  to  their  Trade  to  Ireland ,  it  is  prodi- 
gioufly  increafed  fince  the  Revolution,  notwithftanding 
the  great  Trade  which  of  late  the  Merchants  of  Liver - 
pool  alfo  drive  with  that  Kingdom. 

The  greateft  Inconveniencies  of  Briftol  are  its  Situa¬ 
tion,  its  narrow  Streets,  and  the  Narrownefs  of  its 
River:  and  we  might  mention  alfo  another  Narrow } 
that  is,  the  Minds  of  the  Generality  of  its  People  ;  for 
the  Merchants  of  Brijhl*,  tho’  very  rich,  are  not  like 
the  Merchants  of  London  :  the  latter  may  be  faid  (as  of 
old  of  the  Merchants  of  Tyre)  to  vie  with  the  Princes 
of  the  Earth  ;  whereas  the  former,  being  raifed  by  good 
Fortune,  and  Prizes  taken  in  the  Wars,  from  Mafters 
of  Ships,  and  blunt  Tars,  have  imbibed  the  Manners 
of  thefe  rough  Gentlemen  fo  ftrongly,  that  they  tranf- 
mit  it  to  their  Dependents,  only  with  a  little  more  of 
the  Sordid,  than  is  generally  to  be  found  among  the 
Britijh  Sailors;  and  I  would  advife  the  rich  ones 
among  them,  if  they  would  be  a  little  more  polite  and 
generous  than  they  ufually  are,  to  travel y  but  not  out 
of  England  neither;  I  mean,  only  to  London  (that  is, 
from  the  Second  great  Trading- town  to  the  Firft)  >  and 
they  will  fee  Examples  worth,  their  Imitation,  as  well 
for  princely  Spirit,  as  upright  and  generous  Dealings. 

•  The  Corporation  being  very  tenacious  in  not  admit¬ 
ting  Perfons  to  trade  in  their  Liberty,  who  are  not 
Freemen,  there  are  not  fo  many  new  Buildings,  and 
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Improvements  of  Streets,  &e.  at  Brijiol ,  as  would  other- 
wife  be.  As  for  the  City  itfelf,  there  is  hardly  room 
to  fet  another  Houfe  in  it.  The  great  Square,  called 
Queen’s,  formerly  the  Marjh ,  where  the  Ground  was 
fubjedt  to  the  Hazard  of  Inundations,  is  now  fo  railed, 
that  it  is  free  from  that  Inconvenience  :  it  is  very  hand¬ 
somely  built  and  inhabited,  and  a  fine  Equeflrian  Statue 
of  King  William  III.  creeled  in  the  Middle  of  it,  done 
by  the  famous  Ryfbrack. 

i  he  Quay  along  the  River  Frame  is  very  noble,  and 
well  filled  with  all  Sorts  of  Merchandize  ;  and  an  hand- 
fome  Row  of  Houfes  fronts  it.  I  was  informed,  when 
I  was  there  lafl,  that,  in  order  to  make  the  Rack  of 
this  City,  or  Quay  along  the  River  Avon,  more  com¬ 
modious  than  ever,  the  Corporation  have  pur  chafed  fe- 
veral  Houfes  adjoining  to  the  Backgate  in  order  to  pull 
them  down,  and  make  all  flufh,  from  the  Conduit  on 
the  Rack,  clear  round  to  the  other  Quay  ;  which, 
when  finifhed,  will  be  one  of  the  completed  Harbours 
in  Europe .  The  whole  Quay  is  reckoned  the  longed 
in  England.  It  has  a  Crane  on  it,  the  Workmanship 
of  the  late  ingenious  Mr.  Padmore ,  mentioned  p.  2 86. 
which  is  not  to  be  equaled  in  Europe.  The  Merchants 
are  greatly  benefited  by  it,  in  the  extraordinary  Di- 
fpatch  it  gives  to  the  difeharging  of  their  Ships.  ' 

Briftol  High-Crofs  was  e redded  in  1373.  and,  in 
fucceeding  Times,  was  adorned  with  the  Statues  of  Four 
Kings,  who  had  been  Benefadfors  to  the  City.  Thefe 
faced  the  Four  adjoining  Streets  ;  that  of  King  John, 
Northward  ;  King  Henry  III.  Eaftward  ;  King  Ed- 
■ward  III.  Weft  ward  ;  and  King  Edward  IV.  South¬ 
ward.  In  1633.  it  was  taken  down,  inlarged,  and 
railed  higher;  when  Four  other  Statues  were  added  ; 
namely.  King  Henry  VI.  Eaftward  ;  Queen  Elizabeth, 
Weftward  ;  King  James  I.  Southward  ;  and  King 
Charles  I .  Northward.  It  was  at  the  fame  time  en¬ 
vironed  with  Iron  Palifadoes,  gilded,  and  painted.  Its 
Height  35)  Feet  6  Inches. 

College - 
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College-green  is  deemed  the  healthieft  Situation  in  the 
City. 

There  is  erected  within  thefe  few  Years  an  Aflembly- 
roorn,  for  Entertainment  and  Amufement  of  the  Gay, 
as  at  other  coniiderable  Places;  for  Luxury  muff  always 
follow7  Riches.  It  is  an  handfome  .Building,  and  Bands 
in  the  Way  from  the  City  to  the  Hot- well* 

The  old  Theatre  at  Stokes-croft  is  alfo  altered  into  a 
commodious  Room  for  an  Affembly,  which  is  held 
every  <Tuefday  during  the  Winter. 

On  Aug.  25.  1747.  happened  here  a  violent  Storm 
of  Thunder,  Lightning,  and  Rain ;  and,  what  was 
very  (urprifing,  the  Bullies  on  the  Hid  behind  the 
Houfes  at  the  Lime-kiln,  leading  to  the  Hot- well ,  were 
feen  to  be  fuddenly  on  fire;  and  continued  burning  af¬ 
ter  the  Storm,  though  it  rained  violently.  It  is  hip¬ 
po  fed  they  were  fet  on  fire  by  the  Lightning,  which 
rufhed  down  in  a  wonderful  manner,  I  he  Northern 
Meteor  was  extraordinarily  luminous,  fending  forth 
its  fwift  Corufcations  of  pale  Light,  which  feemed  to 
rife  from  the  Horizon  in  a  p>  ramichcal,  undulating 
Form,  flriking  with  great  Velocity  up  the  Zenith. 

There  were,  when  I  was  at  Briftol r,  no  lefs  tnan 
Fifteen  Glafs-houfes  in  it;  which  is  more  than  are  in 
the  City  of  London  :  they  ufe  indeed,  themfedves,  a. 
very  great  Number  of  Glafs  Bottles,  winch  they  fend 
filled  with  Beer,  Cyder,  and  Wine,  to  the  Weft- In¬ 
dies,  much  more  than  goes  from  London ;  aho  vaffc 
Numbers  of  Bottles  are  now  ufed  for  fending  the  "Wa¬ 
ter  of  St.  Vincent's  Rock,  not  only  all  over  England '9 
but,  we  may  fay,  all  over  the  W  orld. 

This  Hot- well,  or  Water  of  St.  Vincent's  Rock,  iff 
Two  Miles  without  the  City,  a  Mile  below  the  Con- 
fluence  ot  the  Two  little  Rivers,  and  on  the  North- 
fide  of  the  Stream  of  the  Avon.  Not  many  Years 
fince,  this  Spring  lay  open  at  the  Foot  or  tne  Rock, 
and  was  covered  by  the  Sait  water  at  every  I  ide  ;  and 
yet  it  preferved  both  its  Warmth  and  Virtue  intire. 
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i  he  Rock,  though  hard  to  Admiration,  has  fince 
that  been  worked  down,  partly  by  Labour,  and  partly 
blown  in  Pieces  by  Gunpowder;  and  an  handfome 
oe  Pouk  is  built  upon  it,  where  they  have  good 
Apartments  for  entertaining  diftempered  Perfbns.  The 
Well  is  fecured,  and  a  good  Pump  is  fixed  in  it,  fo  that 
they  have  the  Water  pure  and  unmixed  from  the 
Spring  itfelf,  and  they  export  vaff  Quantities;  for  this 
Water  keeps  its  Virtue  better  than  that  of  Bath. 

I  he  following  curious  Account  of  the  Briftol  Wa¬ 
ters  I  am  indebted  for  to  the  fame  eminent  Phyhcian, 
who  favoured  me  With  the  learned  Account  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  and  Efficacy  of  the  Bath  and  Tunbridge  W’aters  ; 

\  1  Rrijlol  W atersP  fays  he,  feem  only  a  natural 
Lime-water,  or  pure  Element  impregnated  with  a 
natural  unburnt  Lime-Tone.  All  the  Hills  and  Moun¬ 
tains  round  that  Water  are  nothing  but  a  Quarry  of 
that  natural  unburnt  Lime-Aone,  which  is  da ily  dug 
up  there  for  Building,  and  manifefts  itfelf  to  the  Senfes. 

P  his  makes  thefe  Brjjfiol  V/ aters  one  of  the  pureA, 
oeif,  and  molt  falutary,  mere  aqueous  Elements  on 
the  Globe,  to  cool  all  overheated  Bowels,  and  to 
4  Ellen  all  preternatural  Difcharges.  But  the  fm  11 
Milk-warmth  in  them,  when  immediately  pumped 
up,  upon  the  Well’s  being  drained  of  the  Influx  of 
1  the  I  ide,  fhews  there  is  fome  other  Principle  in 
them  befides  natural  Lime-Aone:  and  that  in  Na¬ 
ture  can  be  no  other  than  fome  weak  Impregnation  of 
Sulphur  with  Nitre  or  Sea- Bit,  or  perhaps  a  flight 
i  ouch  of  Iron;  I  he  Stones  are  fome  redifh,  fome 
olackifh,  that  are  digged  out  of  the  Mountains  cir- 

*  cumjacent,  but  all  of  them  natural  Lime-flone.  Thefe 
redifh  and  blackifh  Colours  in  the  Stones  neceffardy 

*  imply  Sulphur  and  Iron;  and  thefe  Three  Principles", 
by  chemical  Proceffes  and  Mixtures,  are  difcovered 

4  in  fome  fmall  Proportion  in  the  Waters.  They  are 

4  excellent  in  all  fcorbutic  and  nervous  Atrophies,  in 

4  Hedlics,  weak  Lungs,  all  Inflammations  in  what¬ 

ever 
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4  ever  Part,  all  preternatural  Evacuations  •,  in  Oiort, 
4  in  all  acrid  Juices,  and  vifcid  Blood  ;  being  a  natural 
4  firm  pie  Alcali ;  and  in  the  firfi:  Stages  of  a  Pbthifis 
4  Pulmonum ;  and  if  early  had  recourfe  to,  and  long 
4  continued,  under  a  low,  cooling,  nutritive  Regimen, 
4  they  would  probably  flop  the  Growth  and  Caufes  of 
4  moft  chronical  Diftempers.’ 

A  little  farther  than  the  Wells,  are  a  fine  Dock, 
capable  of  containing  150  Ships,  and  a  Bafin  ;  but  the 
largeft  Ships  lie  moftly  at  Hung-  Road,  Four  Miles  below 
the  City. 

There  are  17  Parities  in  the  City,  but  19  Churches, 
including:  the  Cathedral,  and  the  Church  of  St.  Murk, 
There  are,  befides  thofe  Churches,  feveral  Meeting- 
houfes  for  the  different  Sectaries  \  viz.  Independents, 
Quakers,  and  Baptifts. 

The  Cathedral  is  far  from  extraordinary. 

Several  ot  the  Churches  are  very  neat,  beautifully 
decorated,  and  worthy  a  Traveller’s  Attention.,  That 
of  St.  Mary  Radcliffe,  or  Redcliffe,  is  a  noble  and  /lately 
Edifice.  It  is  very  large  and  fpacious,  and  has  a  fine 
Steeple  or  1  ower. 

1 

In  it  is  a  very  antient  Monument  for  Mr.  William 
Cannings ,  Burgcfs  and  Merchant  0 i  Brifiol,  the  Foun¬ 
der  of  the  Church,  and  a  great  Benefactor  otherwife  to 
the  City  of  Brijioh 

On  one  Part  of  the  Monument  is  a  Latin  Infcrip- 
tion,  full  of  Abbreviations  ;  and,  on  the  other  Side,  in 
Englijh ,  an  Infcription  to  his  Praife,  which  I  have  not 
room  to  infert. 

Here  is  alfo  an  Infcription  on  the  Monument  of  Sir 
William  P  enn^  Knt.  Vice-Admiral  ot  England ,  the 
Father  of  the  great  William  Penn ,  one  of  the  Heads 
of  the  Quakers,  who  was  a  Native  ot  the  City  of 
Brijlol. 

In.  the  Seffion  of  Parliament,  held  1  750-5 1 .  an 
was  palled  far  dividing  the  ParifJj  of  St.  Philip  and  Ja¬ 
cob,  in  the  County  ^’Glcucefter,  and  in  the  City  and 

O  5  County 
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County  of  Bnfltal ;  and  for  er  effing  a  Church  in  the  new- 
intended  Parijh :  the  Preamble  to  which  recites,  That; 
the  Inhabitants  of  that  Part  of  the  Foreft  of  King's- 
wood ,  which  lies  in  the  above  Parifh,  were  fo  nume¬ 
rous,  that  the  Church  was  not  large  enough  to  contain 
them :  and,  in  order  to  promote  the  ne  w-intendec 
Eredlion,  ciho?nas  Chcfter ,  Efq;  Lord  of  Part  of  the 
Manor  of  King's-wood,  propofed  to  grant  a  Piece  0 
Ground ;  and  the  prefent  Lord  Bifhop  of  Durham 
late  of  Bri/iol,  to  give  400/.  towards  the  Maintenance 
of  the  new  Vicar,  befides  another  400  /.  to  be  obtainec 
from  the  Governors  of  Queen  Anne' s  Bounty,  for  the 
fame  good  Purpofes. 

This  A61  has  been  accordingly  carried  into  Execution 
for,  on  Tuefday  March  3.  1752.  David  Pells  quin ,  Efq 
the  Mayor,  together  with  the  Aldermen,  and  fevera! 
others  of  the  Commiffioners  appointed  for  building  the 
new  Church,  went  in  Coaches  to  the  Spot  of  Grounc 
marked  out  for  that  Purpofe,  and  laid  the  Foundation- 
ffcone,  under  which  were  put  feveral  Pieces  of  his  pre-- 
fent  Majefty’s  Coin  ;  and  on  the  upper  Stone  was  the< 
following  Infcription  : 

T’emplum  hoc , 

Dei  Opt.  Max .  Glories , 

Et  Jrhminum  indies  peccantium  Saintly 
Sacrum , 

Erigi  voluit  Pietas  public  a. 

Jlfii  iamen, 

ff  uod  inter  ignota  Demina 
Keverendi  a  dmodwn  in  Chriflo  Pair  is 
JosEPHi  Butler, 

Nuper  Bristolie nsis  Epifcopi , 

Lateat  Nomen  ! 

D.  D.  D.  400 1. 

Jam  turn  ad  Dunelmenfes  migraturus * 
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The  public  Piety  ordained  this  Church  to  be  ere61ed, 
facred  to  the  Glory  of  GOD  All-mighty  and  All- 
gracious,  and  to  the  Salvation  of  daily  Sinners.  Yet 
far  be  it  from  us  to  conceal,  among  ohfcure  Names,; 
that  of  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  Chrift ,  Jo¬ 
seph  Butler,  late  Bifhop  of  Briftol !  Who  con- 
fecrated  to  this  pious  Ufe,  400  /.  on  the  point  of  his- 
Tranflation  to  the  See  of  Durham. 

The  Infcription  on  the  lower  Stone  runs  thus  * 

Regnant e  Georgio  Secundo , 

JnJlo,  Clemenii,  For  it , 

Angular em  hunc  Lapidetn , 

5  Non.  Mart.  1752, 

Pofuit 

David  Pelloquin,  C  mi  tat  is  Briftol*  Prator «■ 

In  the  Reign  of  George  the  Second,  the  Juft*  the 
G>  'acious,  and  the  Valiant,  David  Pelloquin y  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Briftol ,  depofited  this  Corner-ftohe5 
on  the  3d  of  March  1752. 

The  Government  of  Briftol  is  adminiftred  by  a 
Mayor  and  12  Ajdermen,  of  which  the  Recorder  is  al¬ 
ways  one,  Two  Sheriffs*  and  28  Common- council- 
men. 

A  great  Face  of  SerioufneG  and  Religion  appears  at 
Briftol ;  and  the  Magistrates  are  laudably  ftricft  in  exact¬ 
ing  the  Obfervation  of  the  Sabbath,  confide  ring  the  ge¬ 
neral  DifTolutenefs  that  has  broken  in  almoft  every¬ 
where  elfe. 

For  one  thing  they  delerve  high  Commendation  ;  and 
thaf  is,  the  Neatnefs  obferved  in  keeping  their  Churches, 
and  the  Care  they  take  in  preferving  the  Monuments 
and  Inscriptions  of  thofe  buried  in  them.  A  Pradlice 
fcandaloufiy  negledted  almoft  every- where  elfe  in  Eng¬ 
land  ,  and  even  at  Places  we  might  mention,  where 

O  6  Money 
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Money  (another  fcandalous  Pra&ice)  is  exacted  for  fee¬ 
ing  them.  This  Care  of  the  Monuments  of  the  Dead 
brings  many  Vifitors  to  their  Churches  of  traveling 
Strangers,  who  are  always  pleafed  with  it,  and  make 
/  Comparifons  in  its  Favour,  though  very  little  to  the 
Credit  of  fome  others,  who  are  more  negligent.  ?Tis 
indeed  ftrange,  that  the  Heirs  and  Families  of  the  De- 
ceafed  fhould  not  think  themfelves  more  concerned, 
than  they  generally  are,  to  keep  up  the  Monuments  of 
their  Anceflors.  With  great  Piety,  and  at  a  large  Ex¬ 
pence,  the  next  Heir,  or  the  moft  obliged,  rears  a 
Monument  to  the  Deceafed;  and  it  is  dedicated,  too, 
profefledly,  to  Pofferity.  In  a  very  little  while,  the 
Monument  is  covered  with  Dull:  and  Cobwebs,  and 
the  infcription  often  effaced.  Common  Decency  does 
not  fucceed  to  this  Piety,  and  it  becomes  a  iMonument 
of  the  Ingratitude  or  NegleH  of  the  Survivors,  rather 
than  an  Honour  to  the  Deceafed. 

Methinks  Vanity  alone,  the  common  Inducement 
of  thefe  Ere&ions,  fhould  infpire  another  Manner  of 
AHing.  I  cannot  account  for  it  any  other  wav,  but 
that,  from  the  Prince  to  the  Peafant,  as  a  Family  ge¬ 
nerally  Les  together  in  one  Fault  or  i  omb,  very  few 
are  willing  to  fee  or  think  of  their  Coffins ;  and  hence 
ms,  that  fome  Men  often  look  upon  their  very  Heirs  as 
.Memento  Mori  s.  Unhappy  Narrownefs  of  Mind, 
equally  to  be  lamented  and  defpifed  ! 

Brijhl  is  fuppofed  to  have  9000  Houfes,  and  70,000 
Inhabitants,  in  the  City,  and  within  Three  Miles  of 
its  Circumference  j  and,  they  fay,  above  tooo  Sail  of 
Ships  belong  to  that  Port. 

/Tis 'very  remarkable,  that  this  City  is  fo  well  fupplied 
with  Coals,  that  though  they  are  all  brought  by  Land- 
carnage,  yet  they  are  generally  laid  down  at  the  Doors 
of  the  Inhabitants,  at  Seven,  Eight,  or  Nine  Shillings 
per  Chaldron. 


The  Situation  of  the  C:ty  is  low,  but  on  the  Side 
cl  a  tiling  h  ill.  I  lit  QiOund-plat  ol  it  is  (aid  vey 


much 
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much  to  refemble  that  of  old  Rome,  being  circular, 
with  a  fomething  greater  Diameter  one  Way  than  an¬ 
other,  but  not  enough  to  make  it  oval ;  and  the  River 
cutting  off  one  fmall  Part,  as  it  were,  a  Sixth,  or  lefs, 
from  the  reft. 

The  Bridge  over  the  Avon  is  exceeding  ftrong,  the 
Arches  very  high,  becaufe  of  the  Depth  of  Water,  and 
the  Buildings  fo  clofe  upon  it,  that,  in  paffing  the 
Bridge,  you  fee  nothing  but, an  intire  full-built  Street. 
The  Tide  of  Flood  riles  here  near  Six  Fathom,  and 
runs  very  ftrong. 

They  draw  all  their  heavy  Goods  here  on  Sleds  or 
Sledges ,  which  they  call  Gee-hoes ,  without  Wheels. 
This  kills  a  Multitude  of  Horfes  ;  and  the  Pavement  is 
worn  fo  fmooth  by  them,  that  in  wet  Weather  the 
Streets  are  very  flippery,  and  in  frofly  Weather  his 
dangerous  walking. 

The  noble  Charities  of  Mr.  Edward  CoJjion ,  a  wor¬ 
thy  Merchant  of  Brijhl,  and  his  Foundations,  are  an 
Honour  to  the  Place,  and  to  the  Memory  of  that  ex¬ 
cellent  Man  :  and  1  am  forry,  that  my  narrow  Limits 
will  not  permit  me  to  give  a  particular  Account  of 
them. 

But  I  ought  not  to  omit,  that  one  of  his  Charities 
only,  coft  him  25.000  /.  and  that  is  the  noble  Hofpi- 
tal  or  Alms-houfe  erected  by  him,  in  the  Year  1691. 
upon  his  own  Ground,  on  St.  M ic  ha  el’s  -  Hill.  The 
front  and  Two  Sides  are  faced  with  Freeftone :  it  con¬ 
tains  a  Chapel  neatly  adorned,  24  Apartments,  and 
other  Conveniences,  for  12  Men,  and  12  Women. 
The  elder  Brother  receives  6  s.  and  each  of  the  others 
3  s.  weekly,  befides  an  Allowance  for  Coal,  &c.  To 
a  Clergyman  is  paid  the  Sum  of  to/,  yearly,  for  reading 
the  Common  Prayer  twice  every  Day,  except  when 
Prayers  are  read  in  St .  Michaels  Church,  at  which 
every  Member  of  this  Alms-houfe  is  to  attend. 

Iu  the  Year  1696.  he  alfo  purchafed  a  Piece  of 
Ground  in  Eemple-Jlreet)  and  built  at  his  own  Charge 

a  School 
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a  School  and  Dwelling-houfe,  for  a  Mailer  to  inftrudl 
40  Boys,  in  Writing,  Arithmetic,  and  the  Church 
Catechifm.  The  Boys  are  likewife  to  be  cloathed. 

His  other  Charities  and  Renefadlions  were  without 
Number. 

On  St.  Peter1  s  Day,  fune  29.  1738*  was  opened,  at 
the  Mint,  an  Infirmary  for  this  City,  for  the  Reception 
of  the  fick,  lame,  and  diflreffed  Poor,  after  the  Ex¬ 
ample  of  thofe  in  London ,  Winchefter ,  &c.  It  is  de¬ 
nominated  6/*  Peter7 s-Hofipital ,  and  very  liberal  Contri¬ 
butions  have  been  made  to  it ;  and  particularly'-,  we  are 
toll,  that  'J ohn  Elbndge ,  Efq;  Comptroller  of  the 
Cuftoms  in  this  City,  who  died  February  1738-9.  with 
many  other  charitable  Donations,  bequeathed  5000/. 
to  this  Infirmary,  befides  endowing  a  Charity-fehool  on 
St.  Michael* s-  Hill,  which  he  built  feveral  Years  before 
his  Death,  for  educating,  and  cloaihing  a  certain  Num¬ 
ber  of  poor  Girls. 

Large  Pieces  of  Ground  having  been  cleared  for 
build  ing  a  magnificent  Exchange,  and  proper  Markets 
behind  it;  the  former  (which  is  called  The  Tolzey )  to 
front  Northward  to  Corn-freet ,  and- the  latter  to  be  en¬ 
tered  principally  from  High- fir eet ;  on  the  icrth  of 
March  *740-1.  the  firft  Stone  of  the  Work  was  laid 
by  the  Mayor,  with  great  Ceremony,  with  feveral 
Pieces  of  Qold  and  Silver  Coin  under  it,  and  this  In** 
fcription  on  the  Scone  : 

Regnante  G  E  0  RG  /  O  IT.  PE,  Felici,  AugujTo , 
Libertatis  iff  Rsi  Mr  cat  or  ice  Homi  Fortjque 
Vindice ,  primarium  Lapidem  hujufce  /Edified, 
Su fir  agio  Civium ,  iff  iMre  publico  extruSfi ,  pofiuit 
Hhnricus  Combe,  Preetor,  A.C.  mdccxl. 

That  is, 

In  the  Rfeign  of  GEORGE  II.  Pious,  Profper- 
ous,  _  Auguft,  Protedlor,  at  Home  and  Abroad* 
of  Liberty  and  Trade,  Henry  Combe,  Mayor, 

placed 
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placed  the  fird  Stone  of  this  Strudfure,  ere£led 
by  the  Votes  of  the  Citizens,  and  at  the  public 
Expence,  A.  D.  1740. 

This  Edifice  was  opened  with  greater  Ceremony  on 
the  23d  of  September  1743.  and  is  edeemed  the  com¬ 
pleted  of  its  kind  in  Europe.  The  Architect  of  it 
having  given  the  Public  an  ample  Defcription  of  the 
Building,  illuftrated  with  the  Plans,  Elevations,  and 
Sections  of  it,  we  mud  refer  the  Reader  to  that  Book, 
which  is  fold  by  Mr.  Leak  in  Bath ,  and  Mr.  Hitch  in 
London ,  for  Particulars ;  and  in  general  only  obferve, 
that  the  Work,  together  with  the  Purchafe  of  the 
Ground,  and  old  Buildings  dedroyed,  cod  the  Cor¬ 
poration  near  50,000/.  a  Work,  which  the  whole 
City  for  Ages  pad  endeavoured  to  get  accomplilhed  5 
and,  when  perfe/ded  fo  as  to  obtain  the  uni  verbal  Ap¬ 
probation  of  Strangers,  the  Corporation  had  no  fooner 
prefented  the  trading  Part  of  the  City  with  the  free  Ufe 
of  it,  than  the  Body  of  the  People  (hewed  a  greater  In¬ 
clination  to  the  common  Street ;  where,  to  their  Shame, 
and  jud  Reproach,  they  now  afiemble,  mixing  them- 
felves  with  the  Refufe  of  the  City,  and  looking  like 
fiich  as  dare  not  appear  in  the  Exchange  among  the 
mod  reputable  Merchants:  they  dand  expofed,  like 
the  Bankrupts  expelled  from  the  Exchanges  in  other 
Countries ;  and  Foreigners,  whofe  Curioficy  leads  them 
to  Brijlol  to  view  the  Building,  often  take  them  to  be 
fuch.  The  City  fends  Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

The  old  Library  in  King-Jireet  is  rebuilt  in  a  very 
handfome  Manner,  as  is  alfo  Merchant- Taylors- Hall  in 
Broad  Jireet ,  a  Freedone  Building  near  70  Feet  long, 
and  Breadth  proportionable. 

From  hence  I  had  Thoughts  of  coading  the  Marfhes 
or  Border  of  Wales,  efpecially  South-Waies ,  by  tracing 
:  the  Rivers  Wye  and  Lug,  in  Monmouth  and  Hereford¬ 
shire  :  but  changed  my  Mind  on  occasion  of  the  Dan¬ 
ger  of  the  Ferries  over  the  Severn.  In  the  mean 

time, 
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time,  I  refolved  to  follow  the  Courfe  of  this  famous 
River,  by  which  I  fhould  neceflarily  fee  the  richeft, 
moft  fertile,  and  moft  agreeable  Part  of  England ,  the 
Banks  of  the  Thames  only  excepted. 

From  Briflol ,  Weft,  you  enter  the  County  of 
Gloucefler\  and,  keeping  the  Avon  in  View,  you  fee 
King -Road,  where  the  Ships  generally  take  their  De¬ 
parture,  as  ours  at  London  do  from  Gravefend ,  and 
Hung-Road ;  and  where  they  notify  their  Arrival,  as 
ours  for  London  do  in  the  Downs.  1  he  one  lies  within 
the  Avon ,  the  other  in  the  Severn  Sea.  Indeed  great 
Part  of  Briftol  is  in  the  Bounds  of  Glouccjlerjhire ,  tho* 
it  be  a  County  of  itfelf.  From  hence,  going  away  a 
little  North-weft,  we  come  to  the  Pill ,  a  convenient 
Road  for  Shipping,  and  where  therefore  they  generally 
run  back  for  Ireland ,  or  for  Wales.  There  is  alfo,  a 
little  farther,  an  ugly,  dangerous,  and  very  inconvenient 
Ferry  over  the  Severn ,  to  the  Mouth  of  the  If  ye  5 
namely,  at  Aujl  \  which  I  (hall  mention  again  prefently. 

As  we  turn  North  towards  Gloucefler ,  we  lofe  the 
Sight  of  the  Avon ,  and,  in  about  Two  Miles,  ex¬ 
change  it  for  an  open  View  of  the  Severn  Sea ,  w7hich 
you  fee  on  the  Weft- fide,  and  which  feems  as  broad  23 
the  Ocean  there ;  except  that  there  are  Two  fmall 
Iflands  in  ir,  and  that  looking  N.  W.  you  difcern 
plainly  the  Coaft  of  Souih-Wales ;  and  particularly,  a 
little  nearer  hand,  the  Shore  of  Monmoutbjhire .  Then, 
as'  you  go  on,  the  Shores  begin  to  draw  towards  one 
another,  and  the  Coafts  to  lie  parallel  *,  fo  that  the 
Severn  appears  to  be  a  plain  River,  or  an  Mjhtarmmy 
fomewhat  like  the  Humber,  or  as  the  Thames  is  at 
the  Nore,  being  from  Four  to  Five  and  Six  Miles  over; 
and  is  indeed  a  moft  raging  and  furious  kind  of  Sea. 
This  is  occTioned  by  thofe  violent  Tides  called  the 
Bore ,  which  flow  here  fometimes  Six  or  Seven  Feet  at 
once,  rolling  forward  like  a  mighty  Wave,  fo  that  the 
Stern  of  a  Vefftl  fnall  on  a  fudden  be  lifted  up  Six  or 

Seven 
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Seven  Feet  upon  the  Water,  when  the  Head  os  it  is 
fall  aground. 

After  coafting  the  Shore  about  Four  Miles  farther, 
the  Road  being  by  the  low  Salt- mat  fries  kept  at  a  Di- 
ftance  from  the  River,  we  came  to  Auji  berry,  fo 
named  from  a  little  dirty  Village  called  Auji  \  near 
whieh  you  come  to  take  Boat. 

This  Ferry  lands  you  at  Beachly  in  Monmouthjhlre  ; 
fo  that  on  the  one  Side  it  is  called  Auji  PaJJage ,  and  on 
the  other  Side  Beachly  PaJJage .  From  whence  you  go 
by  Land  Two  little  Miles  to  Cbepjlow ,  a  large  Port- 
town  on  the  River  JVye.  But  of  that  Port  I  (hall  fay 
more  in  its  Place. 

Here  is  a  good  neat  Chapel,  with  an  high  a  ovver  at 
the  Weft-end,  adorned  with  Pinacles. 

This  Place  is  memorable  from  a  Circumftance  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Edyj.  I.  who,  being  here,  invited 
Lew e Uin  Prince  of  Whales,  who  was  on  the  other  Side, 
to  come  over  and  confer  with  him,  and  fettle  force 
Matters  in  Difpute  between  them  ;  but  the  Prince  re- 
fufed,  and  the  King  thereupon  crofted  over  to  him, 
who,  in  a  Rapture  of  Generofity,  leaped  into  the  Wa¬ 
ter,  to  receive  the  King  in  his  Boat,  telling  him,  His 
Humility  had  conquered  his  Pride,  and  his  Wifdom  tri¬ 
umphed  over  his  Folly. 

When  we  came  to  Auji ,  the  hither  Side  of  the  PaiT* 
age,  the  Sea  was  fo  broad,  the  Fame  of  the  Bore  oi 
the  Tide  fo  formidable,  the  Wind  alfo  made  the  Wa¬ 
ter  fo  rough,  and,  which  was  worfe,  the  Boats  to 
carry  over  both  Man  and  Horfe  appeared  fo  very  mean, 
that,  in  fliort,  none  of  us  cared  to  venture;  but  came 
back,  and  refolved  to  keep  on  the  Road  to  Gloucefter. 

Lhornbury  is  a  Market- town,  and  bath  a  cuftomary 
Mayor,  and  i  2  Aldermen  ;  and  was  given  in  the  Con¬ 
queror’s  Time  to  the  famous  Fitz- Mammon.  Here  are 
the  Foundations  of  a  large  Caftle,  deftgned,  but  never 
finifhed,  by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham ,  in  King  Henry 

V-III. ’s  Time.  Here  is  a  fbacious  Church,  built  Cathe¬ 
dral- 
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dral-wife  ;  it  has  fine  wide  Ifles,  and  Three  Chance 
with  an  high  and  beautiful  Tower.  Here  are  a  Fr.e:. 
fchool,  and  Four  Ahns-houfes. 

On  the  Right  lies  Wot  ton,  a  pretty  Ma  rket-to  wi 
governed  by  a  Mayor  deeded  annually  at  the  Cour 
Leet.  *  1  is  famous  for  its  Cloathing-  trade.  Til 
Church,  which  is  a  Vicarage,  is  large,  and  hath  Tw 
wide  Ifles,  and  an  high  hand Tome  Tower,  adorned  wii 
Battlements  and  Pinacles.  There  are  in  it  dive: 
Tombs,  Monuments,  and  Infcriptions,  chiefly  for  til 
Family  of  Berkley.  Here  are  a  Freefchool,  and  foix. 
Charity-houfes. 

Diredly  North  of  this  Town  lies  Durjley ,  a  goc 
Clothing  and  M.irket-town,  governed  by  a  Bailif: 
and  Four  Conftables;  and  has  been  formerly  noted  fo 
fliarp.  over-reaching  People;  from  whence  arofe 
proverbial  Saying  of  a  tricking  Man,'  He  is  a  Mam 
Durfley.  The  Church  is  good,  hath  Two  Ifles,  an 
an  handfome  Spire. 

^  1  urning  North- weft,  we  came  to  Berkley ,  a  note, 
i  own,  fo  called  from  Berk ,  a  Beech,  and  Lea\ 
Paflure.  It  is  the  largeft  Parifli  in  the  County,  ar 
confifts  of  rich  Meadow-grounds ;  and  above  30  Pa 
rifiies  depend  on  this  Manor,  for  which  a  Fee-farr 
Rent  was  paid,  in  King  Henry  IP’s  Time,  of  500 
1 71.  2d.  which  (hews  the  vaft  Extent  and  Value  a 
this  Eftate.  It  belongs  to  the  prefent  Earl  of  Berkle 
who  is  alfo  Barori  of  Durjley.  Adjoining  to  this  Tow. 
is  the  Prong  Cable  of  Berkley ,  a  magnificent,  thoug 
antique,  Building,  and  the  antient  Seat  of  this  nobi 
Family,  from  whence  it  derives  its  Name  as  well  2, 
Title,  ever  fince  the  Time  of  King  Henry  II.  who  gav 
it  to  Robert  Fit  zhar ding,  who  a  {Fumed  the  Name  < 
Berkley,  and  from  whom  the  prefent  Earl  is  lineal  ' 
defended.  King  Edward  II.  of  England,  as  all  0111 
learned  Writers  agree,  was  murdered  in  this  Cable ;  ; 
King  Richard  II.  was  in  that  of  Pontefradl  in  Ton . 
(hire ;  but  I  refer  to  our  Hiftories  for  thele  horrid  Fad!! 

Th«k 
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They  (hew  the  Apartments,  where  they  fay  that  King 
was  a  Prifoner  :  but  they  do  not  admit,  that  he  was 
killed  there.  The  Place  is  rather  antient,  than  pleafant 
or  healthful,  lying  low,  and  near  the  Water.  Here  is 
a  large,  fpacious  Church,  with  an  Ifie  on  each  Side, 
and  a  Chapel  adjoining,  which  is  the  Burial-place  of 
the  Family,  a  neat  Veftry,  and  a  Prong  high  Tower. 

On  the  Right  of  the  Road  is  Stanley ,  a  little  Mar¬ 
ket  town,  where  was  formerly  a  Priory,  the  Ruins 
whereof  ftill  appear.  The  Church  is  built  in  the  Form 
of  a  Crofs,  with  a  Tower  in  the  Middle. 

A  noble  Improvement  has  been  made  in  thefe 
Parts  j  for  the  Earl  of  Berkley  has  lately  finifhed  a 
great  Bulwark  at  Frampton  upon  Severn ,  near  this 
Place,  called  Flock- Crib ,  the  Defign  of  which  is  to  en¬ 
force  the  River  Severn ,  by  Art's- Point ,  into  its  for¬ 
mer  Chanel.  It  is  faid  his  Lordfihip  intends  to  build 
another,  Four  Miles  below  the  former,  by  which  he  will 
undoubtedly  gain  a  large  Tradf  of  Land,  contiguous  to 
what  is  called  the  New- Grounds,  inferior  to  none  in 
England  for  the  Richnefs  of  its  Soil. 

From  Frampton  the  flowing  Tide  runs  in  a  ftrait 
Line  for  about  Four  Miles  in  Length  Weft  ward,  with 
ftich  Rapidity,  that,  on  its  reaching  the  Foot  of  an 
Hill,  on  the  left  Side  of  the  antient  Foreft  of  Dean , 
and  turning  round  to  the  Northward,  it  gathers  into 
an  Head,  that  looks  like  an  high  Weir  acrofs  the 
River’s  Breadth  ;  bearing  every  thing  before  it,  till  it 
comes  to  Newnham  s  Nob  ;  a  natural  Bulwark,  which 
turns  the  Torrent  fo  to  the  Eaftward,  that,  when  it 
reaches  the  North  of  Frampton ,  the  Land  between  the 
Two  Parts  of  the  River  is  but  about  a  Mile  in 
Breadth. 

Newnham  is  an  antient  Town- corporate,  the 
Sword  of  State  being  ftill  pre  erved  there,  which  King 
John  gave  them  with  their  Charter  ;  and  the  Place  is 
remarkable  for  its  having  been  the  firft  Fortification 
that  was  raifed  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Severn  againft 

the 
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the  Weljh  \  for  its  having  been  the  Manor  by  which  thi 
great  Place  of  High  Conftable  of  England  was  hef 
down  to  the  Execution  of  Edward  Stafford  Duke  o 
Buckingham ,  on  the  17  th  of  May  1521.  and  for  i 
having  given  Rife  to  the  Art  of  making  Glafs  in  Eng. 
land ;  tne  Remains  of  the  Hr  ft  Gla/s-houfes  that  wen 
creeled  in  the  Kingdom  being  ftill  to  be  feen  here.  Th 
i  own  conhfts  of  little  more  than  One  long  Street  run 
ning  North  and  South,  and  built  upon  the  high  Shot 
or  the, Severn,  It  has  a  Vale  on  the  Rack  of  if,  and  i 
defended  on  that  Side  with  a  great  Bank  of  Earth: 
which  makes  the  mod:  agreeable  i'errace-walk.  Th 
Extremity  of  the  town  Southward,  being  the  highell 
1  art  oi  it,  is  adorned  with  a  beautiful  Houfe  an* 
Garden,  which  belonged  to  Thomas  Cromp ,  Efq;  de 
ceafed,  from  whence  you  have  a  full  View  of  the  wboK 
femieliiptical  Part  of  the  River.  Phe  Extremity  of  ii 
Northward,  being  the  loweft  Part,  it  is  adorned  witli 
an  handfome  Ploufe  and  Garden,  belonging  to  Mr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Trigg ,  an  eminent  Attorney  at  Law:  and,  there 
being  a  common  F err v  here  over  the  Severn ,  a  fpaciou: 
Road  running  Weftward,  and  lately  repaired  at  the 
Expence  ol  his  Majefty,  leads  from  the  Town  to  the 
Fore  ft. 

This  Foreft  once  contained  30,000  Acres  of  Land, 
being  20  Miles  long,  and  fo  full  of  Wood,  that  it  was 
very  dangerous  to  travel  through.  Its  Oak  was  famou: 
for  Shipping,  the  Glory  of  our  own,  and  fo  much  the 
Envy  oi  other  Nations,  that  the  famous  Spanifh  Ar¬ 
mada  had  it  in  /pedal  Charge  to  burn  it.  The  great 
Number  oi  Iron  Forges  near  it  has  greatly  lelTened, 
though  not  confumed,  the  Wood,  which  is  ftill  pre¬ 
fer  ved  with  much  Care.  It  is  fubjecR  to  Foreft-Laws ; 
and  the  Iron-Miners  have  here  a  Court  alfo. 

b  rom  hence  to  Glouceftery  we  fee  nothing  confider- 
able,  but  a  rnoft  fertile,  rich  Country,  and  a  fine  Ri¬ 
ver,  but  narrower,  as  you  go  Northward,  till,  a  little 
before  we  come  to  Gloucejlery  it  ceafes  to  be  navigable 
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jy  Ships  of  Burden,  but  continues  to  be  fo,  by  large 
darges,  above  an  hundred  Miles  farther,  not  reckon¬ 
ing  the  Turnings  and  Windings  of  the  River  ;  befides 
hat  it  receives  feveral  large  and  navigable  Rivers  into 

t. 

Gloucejler  (called  by  the  Britons ,  Caer-glow ,  i.  e. 
^ine  City  ;  and,  in  Imitation  of  it,  Glevum ,  by  the 
Romans)  abounds  much  with  Croffes  and  Statues  of  the 
vings  of  England ,  and  has  an  handfome  Profpedf  of 
Steeples,  fome  without  a  Church  ;  for,  in  the  Civil 
vVars,  when  it  held  out  vigoroufly  again#  King 
Charles  I.  and  was  then  very  Rrong,  it  buffered  much  ; 
or  its  1 1  Churches  were  then  reduced  to  Five,  and  all 
ts  Walls  and  Works  were  demolifhed.  The  City  js 
till  tolerably  built;  and  here  is  a  large  Stone  Bridge 
>ver  the  Severn ,  the  RrR  next  the  Sea.  Here  are  fe¬ 
deral  Market-houfes  fupported  with  Pillars,  one  a 
rery  old  one  of  Stone,  in  Gothic  Architecture,  an^ 
lent  and  uncommon,  now  turned  into  a  Ciffern  for 
N  a  ter. 

They  go  on  very  fuccefsfully  in  pulling  down  the  old 
loufes,  and  other  Buildings,  which  projected  into  the 
treets,  and  were  become  not  only  very  unfightly,  but 
vere  Obffrudb'ons  alfo  to  the  Trade  of  that  populous 
nd  thriving  City,  purfuant  to  an  Act  paffed  for  that 
5urpofe  the  Seffion  of  Parliament  in  1749-50.  The  old 
drofs  which  Rood  likewife  juR  where  the  Four  great 
treets  meet  at  Right  Angles,  in  the  Centre  of  the 
[  own,  and  which  was  adorned  with  the  Effigies  of  feve- 
al  of  the  Engljh  Monarchs,  being  defaced,  and  decayed 
y  Time,  is  taken  down  ;  and  in  its  Read  is  to  beere£t> 
d  a  Statue  (made  by  Mr.  Chere  in  Piccadilly )  of  Colo- 
el  Selwyn ,  Member  for  that  City  ;  who  has,  at  his 
wn  great  Expence,  made  a  very  large,  noble  Refer- 
oir  of  excellent  Water,  about  half  a  Mile  off,  for  the 
ublic  Ufe  :  The  laid  Water  is  to  be  brought,  through 

Trunk  of  the  faid  Statue,  into  a  large  fquare  Bafon, 

)  be  placed  juR  at  the  Feet  of  the  Statue,  and  from 
6  thence 
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thence  to  run  out  on  each  Side,  into  Four  Canals,  one  c 
which  is  to  pafs  through  each  of  the  Four  great  Streets 
for  the  conven:ent  Supply  of  the  Inhabitants. 

The  Figures  furrounding  the  above-mentioned  Crof! 
being  efteemed  curious  Pieces  of  Antiquity,  particuk 
Draughts  of  them  have  been  taken  by  Mr.  Rickets  01 
Gloucester ,  purfuant  to  an  Order  from  the  Society  o 
Antiquaries  in  London ,  to  whom  they  have  been  fent 
that  they  .may  be  preferved  to  the  lateft  Pofterity. 

The  old  Proverb,  As  fure  as  God's  at  G'oucefter, 
certainly  alluded  to  the  vaft  Number  of  Churches  anc 
religious  Foundations  here  ;  for  you  can  fcarce  walF 
paft  Ten  Doors,  but  fomewhat  of  that  fort  occurs. 

The  Cathedral  is  an  old  venerable  Pile,  built  by  Al- 
dred ,  Bifhop  of  Worcester,  afterwards  Archbifhop  ot» 
T irk.  The  Weftern  Part  is  old  and  mean;  but  from 
the  Tower,  which  is  very  handfome,  you  have  a  mofi 
glorious  ProfpeCt  Eaftward,  through  the  Choir,  finely 
vaulted  at  Top ;  and  the  Ladies  Chapel  to  the  Eafil 
Window,  which  is  very  magnificent.  On  the  Nortlv- 
fide  lies  that  unfortunate  King  Edvjard  II.  in  an  Ala- 
bafler  Tomb  ;  and,  out  of  the  Abundance  of  pious  Of¬ 
ferings  to  his  Remains,  the  Religious  built  this  Choir, 5 
and  the  Votaries  to  his  Shrine,  for  fome  time  after  his 
Death,  could  hardly  find  room  in  the  Town.  So 
changeable  are  the  Tempers  of  Men  !  and  fo  little  2 
Space  is  required  to  difpofe  the  Minds  of  the  fluctuating 
Many,  to  Hofanna  or  Crucify  ! 

Before  the  High  Altar,  in  the  Middle  of  the  Church, 
lies  the  equally  unfortunate  Prince  Robert ,  eldefi:  Som 
of  the  Conqueror,  after  a  miferable  Life  for  many, 
Years  before  his  Death.  But  his  Monument  remains, 
and  his  Bones  are  at  Ref!  ;  which  is  more  than  can  be 
faid  of  the  Monument  of  his  younger  Brother  King 
Henry  I.  who,  as  the  fecond  Brother  William  Rufus v 
had  done,  robbed  him  of  his  Right ;  and  no  Traces  oti 
his  Monument  are  left  at  Reading-  Abbey,  where  he  was 
buried  with  his  Queen,  He  lies  in  a  wooden  Tomb-- 

witl 


jIouc.  Great  Britain.  311 

v.ith  his  Coat  of  Arms  painted,  and  upon  it  his  Effigies 
n  Irijh  Oak,  crofs-legged  like  a  Jerusalem  Knight. 
The  famous  Strongbow ,  who  fubdued  Ireland,  lies 
Duried  in  the  Chapter-houfe. 

The  Cioiflers  in  this  Cathedral  are  exquifitely 
aeautiful,  in  the  Stile  of  the  Chapel  of  King  s-Collegc , 
Cambridge.  There  are  large  Remains,  in  the  City,  of 
Abbeys  of  Black  and  White  Friers.  A  Mile  or  Two 
diftant  is  Robin  Hood's  Hill,  as  it  is  called,  which  af¬ 
fords  now  a  pleafant  Walk  for  the  Citizens,  and  from 
which  they  are  attempting  to  fupply  the  City  with  Wa¬ 
ter,  which  it  has  mucn  wanted.  By  this  City,  the  Rickmng 
Way  runs  from  the  Severn's  Mouth  into  Torkjhire. 

The  Inhabitants  boaft  much  of  the  Antiquity  of 
their  firft  Cathedral,  which  they  pretend  had  Riihops 
and  Preachers  here  Anno  189.  the  firft  Cathedral,  I 
fay  ;  -lor  it  has  been,  as  reported,  thrice  deftroyed  by 
Fire. 

William  the  Conqueror  gave  this  City  and  Cable  to 
the  famous  Robert  Fitz-Hammon ,  afterwards  Lord  of 
Glamorgan .  Edo  l,  one  of  the  Britijh  Nobles,  who  at¬ 
tended  King  Vortigern  to  the  Congrefs  appointed  by 
Hengiji ,  was  Earl  of  this  Place.  He  was  a  Man  of 
great  perfonal  Strength,  and,  feeing  the  Saxons  drawing 
forth  their  concealed  Weapons,  he  difarmed  one  of 
them,  and  fought  valiantly ;  but,  being  over  powered 
by  Numbers,  he  efcaped  to  this  City,  after  having  kill- 
ea,  as  they  tell  us,  70  Saxons  with  his  own  Hands. 
Afterwards,  in  a  Battle  fought  againft  the  Saxons  near 
the  River  Don,  he  fixed  his  Eye  upon  Hengiji ,  and 
never  quitted  him,  till  he  took  him  Prifoner,  and  ftruck 
off  his  Head. 

In  the  little  Ms  of  Alncy,  near  this  Town,  the  fa¬ 
mous  fingle  Combat  was  fought  between  Edmund  Iron - 
fide  and  Canute  the  Dane,  for  the  whole  Kingdom,  in 
Sight  of  both  their  Armies. 

The  City  is  governed  by  a  Mayor,  12  Aldermen, 
and  fo  many  Common-councilmen,  as,  with  the 

Mayor 
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Mayor  and  Aldermen,  exceed  not  the  Number  o: 
40,  nor  are  fewer  than  30,  The  Aldermen  are  Juttice’ 
of  the  Peace ;  and  Two  Sheriffs  are  annually  chofen 
from  them.  It  has  alfo  an  High-Steward  (who  ii 
ufually  a  Nobleman),  a  Recorder,  and  a  Town-clerk 
They  are  allowed  the  higheft  Marks  of  magiftraticai 
Honour,  Scarlet  Gowns,  the  Sword,  and  Cap  0) 
Maintenance,  and  Four  Sergeants  at  Mace.  Here 
are  1 2  Companies,  the  Matters  whereof  attend  the 
Mayor  on  all  public  Occafions  in  their  Gowns,  anc. 
with  Streamers.  It  has  a  large  Quay  and  Wharf  or 
the  River  for  Trade,  and  a  Cuftom-houfe.  Here  i: 
alfo  a  Town-hall,  for  the  Affizes,  and  public  Bufinefs, 
which  they  call  the  Booth-hall  ;  and  great  Part  of  the- 
Cattle  is  ftill  (landing. 

Ghucejler  was  made  a  Bi (hop rick  by  King  Henry 
VIII.  who  eredled  the  Abbey-Church  into  a  Cathe¬ 
dral,  with  a  Dean,  and  Six  Prebendaries.  . 

The  Firft  Proteftant  Bifhop  of  this  Church  was  that 
truly  reverend  and  religious  Divine,  Dr.  John  Hooper •„ 
who  was  burnt  to  Death  in  the  Cemetery  of  his  owni 
Cathedral,, in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Mary . 

The  Whifpering-place  in  this  Cathedral  formerly 
patted  for  a  kind  of  Wonder  among  the  Vulgar;  but 
fince,  Experience  has  taught  the  eafily-comprehendedl 
Reafon  of  the  Thing ;  and  there  is  now  the  like  im 
the  Church  of  1$ 't-  Paul ,  London . 

Here  is  great  Provifion  for  the  Poor  by  Hospitals ; 
particularly  Bartholomew' s  Hofpital  maintains  Fifty' four 
Men  and  Women,  to  whom  belong  a  Minifter,  Phy¬ 
sician,  and  Surgeon.  And  Sir  Thomas  Rich ,  Bart,  a 
Native  of  this  Place,  gave  6000/.  by  Will,  for  a  Blue- 
coat  Hofpital,  wherein  are  educated  20  poor  Boys;  and 
10  poor  Men  and  Women  are  maintained,  and  cloathed 
annually.  Refides  thefe,  and  Three  more,  there  are 
many  Benefadfions  to  encourage  young  Tradefmen,  and 
place  out  Boys  Apprentices.  And  they  have  lately 

ere&ed 
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erected  an  Infirmary  here,  after  the  laudable  Example 
of  that  of  Winchejler ,  &c. 

The  Citv  has,  in  antient  Times  as  well  as  later, 
given  the  Titles  of  Earl  and  Duke  to  feveral  of  the 
j  Royal  Family.  The  laft  Duke  was  that  hopeful  young 
I  Prince,  Son  to  Queen  Anne ,  who,  to  the  excelfive  Re- 
1  gret  of  the  Nation,  died  in  his  Minority. 

Here  are  Four  Fairs  held  annually,  on  March  2$. 

\  June  24,  Sept .  and  Nov.  1  7.  It  is  a  County  of  itfelf, 
i  and  fends  Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

At  LaJJlngton ,  near  Gloucejier ,  are  found  certain 
1  Stones,  about  the  Breadth  of  a  Silver  Peny,  and  Thick- 
l!  nefs  of  an  Half-crown,  called  Ajlroites ,  or  Star-fiones, 
j  being  fine-pointed  like  a  Star,  and  flat.  They  are  of  a 
]  greyifh  Colour,  and  the  flat  Sides  are  naturally  finely 
;  engraven,  as  it  were.  But  I  have  taken  notice  of  thefe 
p.  271. 

From  Gloucejier  we  kept  Eaftward,  and  foon  came 
to  Cheltenham ,  a  Market-town,  where  is  ftill  a  pretty 
good  Trade  carried  on  in  Malt,  but  not  fo  confiderabie 
as  formerly.  Here  is  a  good  Church  in  the  Form  of  a. 
Crofs,  with  Ifies  on  each  Side,  and  a  Spire  rifing  in  the 
Middle,  noted  for  a  good  Ring  of  Bells.  But  what  is 
more  remarkable  is,  that  the  Minifter  is  to  be  nominated 
by,  and  muft  be  a  Fellow  of,  Jefus-College ,  Oxon  (tho* 
the  Vicarage  is  but  40/.  a  Year),  but  approved  of  by 
the  Earl  of  Gain/borough ;  and  he  cannot  hold  it  more 
than  Six  Years.  Here  are  a  Freefchool,  an  Hofpital, 
and  fome  other  Charities. 

The  Mineral  Waters  lately  difcovered  at  Cheltenham » 
which  are  of  the  Scarborough  Kind,  are  what  will  make 
this  Place  ftill  more  and  more  remarkable,  and  fre¬ 
quented.  An  eminent  Phyfician  has  obliged  me  with 
the  following  Account  of  their  Nature  and  Qualities:' 

c  Thefe  Waters,  he  obferves,  were  firft  found  out 
4  by  the  Hocks  of  all  the  neighbouring  Pigeons  going 
6  conftantly  thither  to  provoke  their  Appetites,  as  well 
*  as  to  quench  the  uncommon  Thirft  of  thefe  lalacious 
Vo l.  II.  P  4  Biras 
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6  Birds.  I  have  been  informed,  fays  he,  by  a  Phyfician 
6  of  Credit  and  Experience,  who  had  made  all  the  com- 

5  mon  Trials  on  them,  and  obferved  their  Effects  on 
4  many  Perfonsof  various  ConfUtutions,  and  in  differ- 
4  ent  Diftempers,  who  had  drank  them,  That,  on  Eva- 
4  poration,  they  were  found  to  contain,  in  a  Gallon, 
e  Eight  Drachms  of  nitrous  Salt,  with  Two  Drachms 

*  of  an  alcalious  Earth  :  That  they  were  compounded 

6  of  a  large  Quantity  of  Nitre,  to  which  they  owed 
6  their  purgative  V  irtue  ;  a  light  Sulphur,  which  the 
4  fetid  Dejections  manifefted  ;  and  a  volatile  Steel,  dif- 
6  coverable  by  a  tranfparent  blue  Colour,  when  mixed 
4  with  an  Infufion  of  Nut-galls.  Alcalious  Spirits  have 
4  no  EffeCl  on  them  ;  but  they  ferment  with  Acids. 

4  He  further  adds.  That  there  might  be  found  fome 
4  other  Materials  in  their  Compofition,  perhaps,  if  more 
4  minutely  examined  and  tortured  :  but  that  thefe  men- 

*  tioned  Principles  were  evident  and  inconteftable,  and 
4  were  fufficient  to  account  for  all  their  Effects  and 

*  Operation  ;  the  others  (if  there  be  any)  being  of 
4  little  Efficacy.  In  the  Operation,  they  empty  the 
4  Bowels  according  to  their  Dofe,  but  gently,  mildly, 

4  and  eafijy,  without  Sicknefs,  Naufea,  Gripes,  or  cauf- 
4  ing  great  Lownefs,  far  beyond  any  artificial  Purges 
4  whatfoever.  They  give  a  good  Appetite,  an  eafy 
4  Digeftion,  and  quietNights,  in  all  nephritic  and  gouty 
4  Cafes,  when  not  under  the  Fit  ;  in  all  rheumatic, 

4  fcrophulous,  fcorbutic,  or  leprous  Cafes  ;  but  efpeci- 
4  ally  in  fpermatic,  urinary,  or  haemorrh  idal  Cafes,  he 
4  thinks  them  fovereign,  and  not  to  be  matched.^  In 
4  a  word,  in  all  inflammatory  Cafes  of  whatever  Kind, 

4  and  whatever  Part,  he  thinks  them  one  of  the  molt 
4  falutary  Means  which  can  be  ufed.  1  hofe  of-  pretty 
4  ftrong  Nerves,  and  firm  Confhtntions,  bear  them 
4  with  high  Spirits,  great  Pleafure  and  Profit  ;  but  they 
4  do  not  at  all  fuit  with  thofe  of  weak  Nerves,,  para- 
1  lytic,  hypochondriac,  or  hyfieric  Diforders,  or  thofe 

f  y/jio  are  fubjeCt  to  any  kind  of  Fits,  Cramps,  or  Coqr 

4  yulfionsfi 
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vulfions :  they  ruffle  fuch  too  much,  as  generally  all 
Purgatives  do.  He  thinks  they  have  a  great  Affinitv 
to  the  Scarborough  W aters,  and  might  do  great  Cures 
*  in  mod:  chronical  Diftempers,  if  Exercife,  and  a  pro- 
4  per  Regimen,  were  directed  with  them/ 

Following  the  Road  towards  Warwick  dire&ly,  we 
arrived  at  Winch  comb ,  a  fmall  Market-town,  fituate  in 
a  Bottom,  in  the  midft  of  good  Pafture  and  Arable 
Lands,  but  of  no  great  Account.  The  Church  is  a 
good  Building,  hath  Two  Ifles,  a  large  Chancel,  and  a 
lofty  I  ower  adorned  with  Battlements  and  Pinacles. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  it  is  a  Curacy  worth  no  more 
than  10/.  a  Year,  though  the  Impropriation  is  worth 
300/.  annually.  Here  was  formerly  a  very  rich  Ab¬ 
bey,  whereof  the  Abbat  was  mitred,  founded  by  Off  a 
King  of  Mercia. 

Here  we  turned  from  the  Road,  and  flruck  N.  W. 
to  Tewksbury ,  encompaffed  with  Four  Rivers;  the  Avon 
and  Carran  on  the  N.  the  Severn  on  the  W.  and  the 
Swyllate  on  the  S.  ’Tis  governed  by  Two  Bailiffs,  and 
24  Burgeffes ;  and  its  Neighbourhood  to  Cotfwold - 
Downs  makes  the  Clothing- trade  flourifh  here.  It  is  a 
large  and  very  populous  Town,  fituate  upon  the  War- 
wick/hire  River  Avon,  fo  called  to  diftinguifh  it  from 
the  Briftol  Avon ,  and  others.  The  Town  was  long 
famous  for  its  Muftard-balls,  as  alfo  foe  a  great  Manu¬ 
facture  of  Stockens  ;  as  are  alfo  Campden  in  this  County  f 
and  Perjhore  in  Worcejierfhire. 

The  great  old  Church  at  Tewksbury  may  be  called 
one^  of  the  larged  Churches  in  England ,  that  is  not 
Collegiate  or  Cathedral.  It  is  very  high,  has  Two 
fpacious  Ifles,  a  (lately  Tower,  and  a  large  Chancel. 
The  Communion-table  is  one  intire  Marble  Stone,  near 
1  4.  Feet  long,  and  Three  and  an  half,  broad. 

The  Town  is  famous  for  the  decifive  Battle  f  Right 
between  the  Houfes  o fLancafter  and  Dork,  in  the  Reign 
>f  King  Edward  IV .  of  the  latter  Houfe,  who  was 
conqueror.  It  fends  Two  Members  to  Parliament 
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Glouceflerfire  mud  not  be  paded  over,  without  fome 
Account  of  a  pleafant  and  fruitful  Vale,  which  erodes 
Part  of  the  County,  from  Ead  to  W eft,  on  that  Side 
of  the  Cotfwold ,  and  which  is  called  Stroud-water ;  fa¬ 
mous  not  only  for  the  fined  Cloths,  but  for  dyeing  thofe 
Cloths  of  the  beautifuled  Scarlets,  and  other  grand  Co¬ 
lours,  that  are  any- where  in  England ,  perhaps  in  any 
Part  of  the  World.  Here  I  faw  Two  Pieces  of  Broad¬ 
cloth  made,  one  Scarlet,  the  other  Crimfon  in  Grain, 
which  were  fent  as  Prefents,  the  one  to  the  late  King 
George ,  while  Eledtor,  and  the  other  to  his  prefent  Ma- 
jedy,  which  were  very  gracioudy  accepted.  The  Cloth 
was  valued  at  45  s.  per  Yard,  and  was  well  worth  it  ; 
for  nothing  fo  rich  of  that  Kind  had  ever  been  made  in 
England ,  as  I  was  informed. 

The  Clothiers  lie  all  along  the  Banks  of  this  Pviver, 
for  near  20  Miles,  and  in  the  Town  of  Stroud^  which 
lies  in  the  Middle  of  it,  as  alfo  at  Paynfwick,  which  I 
have  mentioned,/).  269.  The  River  makes  its  Way  to 
the  Severn ,  about  Five  Miles  below  Gloucejter . 


As  * Tewkfbury  lies  on  the  Borders  of  TVorcefterjhire , 
we  foon  entered  that  County,  and  came  to  Upton ,  an.i 
antient  Market-town  of  fome  Note  upon  the  Severn , 


over  which  it  has  a  good  Bridge.  Roman  Coins  are: 
frequently  dug  up  here. 

On  the  Left,  Wedward  of  this  Town,  and  whichi 
part  this  County  from  that  of  Hereford ,  are  Malverm 
Hilhy  which  confid  of  large  Mountains,  prodigioudy 
high  and  lofty,  gradually  rifing  one  above  another  fon 
about  Seven  Miles  together.  On  thefe  Hills  are  Two 
Villages,  called  Great  Malvern  and  Little  Malvern ,  ati 
the  Didance  of  aboutTwo  Miles  from  each  other,  each 
having  had  formerly  an  Abbey  of  Benedidiines ,  the  lad 
lying  in  a  difmal  Cavity  between  the  Hills.  On  the 
very  Top  of  thefe  Hills  may  be  feen^the  Ruins  of  a  pro¬ 
digious  Ditch,  which  Gilbert  Earl  of  Glouccjier  dug,  tc 
feparate  his  Pofleffions  from  thofe  of  the  Church  0: 

Hereford fc 
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Hereford .  On  thefe  Hills  are  Two  medicinal  Springs, 
i  called  Holy  Wells :  one  is  good  for  the  Eyes,  and  pu¬ 
trid,  fetid  Livers ;  and  the  other  for  Cancers. 

From  Upton  we  traveled  N.  E.  and  came  to  Per.- 
floor  e,  which  lies  on  the  low  London  Road  to  Wor- 
cefter :  it  is  faid  to  be  fo  called  from  the  great  Number 
*  of  Pear-trees,  which  thrive  plentifully  here.  It  is  a 
pleafant  Market-town  lying  on  the  Avon,  and  famous 
for  the  Stocken-  trade,  mentioned  p.  3  1 5. 

Eaftward  of  this  Town  ftands  Evefham ,  a  Borough- 
town,  fituated  on  a  gentle  Afcent  from  the  fame  River, 
over  which  it  hath  a  Bridge  of  Seven  (lately  Arches, 
It  is  an  antient  Mayor* town,  and  has  the  Privilege  to 
try  Felons.  It  is  memorable  for  the  decifive  Battle, 
wherein  Simon  Montfort  and  the  Barons  were  defeated 
by  Prince  Edward ,  afterwards  King  Edward  I.  who 
thereby  releafed  his  Father  out  of  Captivity.  Here  are 
Two  Churches,  with  fmall  Spire  Steeples  -3  but  neither 
of  them  has  any  Beils,  which  have  been  removed  to  a 
famous  Tower  built  by  Abbat  Litchfield ,  which  (lands 
near  thefe  Churches.  This  Borough  returns  Two 
Members  to  Parliament. 

All  around  this  Town  lies  that  fruitful  and  plenti¬ 
ful  Country,  called  from  this  Place,  The  Vale  of  Eve- 
Jham ,  which  runs  all  along  the  Banks  of  the  Avon,, 
from  Tewkjhury  to  Perfhore ,  and  to  Stratford  upon 
Avon,  in  the  South  Part  of  Warwickjhire  \  which  River 
is  fo  far  navigable. 

The  Parifh-church  of  Stratford  is  very  old.  In  it 
we  faw  the  Monument  of  the  inimitable  Sbakefpeare * 
whofe  dramatic  Performances  fet  him  at  the  Head  of 
the  Britijh  Theatre,  and  will  make  him  renowned  to 
the  End  of  Lime.  His  Bufto  is  in  the  Wall  on  the 
North-Tide  of  the  Church,  and  a  flat  Grave-ftone  co¬ 
vers  the  Body,  in  the  I  fie  juft  under  him  ;  on  which 
GraVe-ftone  the  half-angry  Lines  are  written  : 
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Friend ,  for  Jefus  ’fake,  forbear 
Jo  move  the  Diift  that  refeth  here. 

Biefl  be  the  Man  that  fpares  thefe  Stones  ; 

And  curji  be  he.}  that  moves  my  Bones • 

I  here  is  another  Monument  on  the  South- fide  of' 
the  Church  next  the  Chancel,  no  lefs  curious,  andl 
fomewhat  fatirical.  One  of  the  Infcriptions  (for  there: 
are  Three  more,  in  Hebrew ,  Greek ,  and  Latin)  is  as 
follows : 

Here  born ,  here  liv'd)  here  dy’d,  and  bury  d  here , 

Lieth  Richard  Hill,  thrice  Bailiff  of  this  Borough : 

V  wo  Matrons  of  good  Fame  he  marry d  in  God  s  Fear : 

And  now  releas'd  in  Joy,  he  refls  from  worldly  Sorrow. 

Over  the  Avon  at  Stratford  is  built  a  fair  Stone 
Bridge  of  14  Arches,  with  a  long  Caufeway  at  the 
Weft-end  of  it,  walled  on  both  Sides. 

The  Navigation  of  th:s  River  Avon  is  an  exceeding 
Advantage  to  all  this  Part  of  the  Country,  and  alfo 
to  the  Commerce  of  the  City  of  Briflol.  For  by  this 
River  they  drive  a  very  great  Trade  for  Sugar,  Oil, 
Wine,  Tobacco,  Iron,  Lead,  and,  in  a  word,  all 
heavy  Goods,  which  are  ufually  carried  by  Water  al- 
moft  as  far  as  Warvjick ;  and,  in  return,  the  Corn, 
and  efpecially  Cheefe,  are  carried  back  from  Gloucejler- 
jhire  and  IVarwickfloire  to  Briflol  \  for  Gloucejler  Cheefe 
is  excellent  of  the  kind,  and  this  County  drives  a  great 
Trade  in  it. 

This  Vale  extending  itfelf  in  JVarwickfhire ,  and  un¬ 
der  the  Ridge  of  little  Mountains,  called  Edge-hill ,  is 
there  called  The  Vale  of  Red-horfe.  AH  the  Grounds, 
put  together,  make  a  rnoft  pleafant  Corn  Coun.ry, 
efpecially  remarkable  for  the  Gooinefs  of  the  Air,  and 
Fertility  of  the  Soil. 

No 
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Not  far  from  Stratford ,  on  the  Borders  of  the  County 
of  Worcefter ,  is  Alcejler ,  a  Market-town,  much  fre¬ 
quented  by  Dealers  in  Corn  :  it  is  of  great  Antiquity  ; 
as  appears  by  old  Foundations  of  Buildings  made  of  Ro¬ 
man  Brick,  and  Gold,  Silver,  and  Brafs  Coins  round 
here.  Xhe  old  Roman  Way,  called  Ikendd-Jlreet ,  pa  lies 
through  the  T  own. 

From  Tewkfbury ,  North,  it  is  12  Miles  to  Worce- 
Jier ,  along  the  Banks  of  the  Severn ,  where  I  was  won¬ 
derfully  delighted  with  the  Hedge-row?,  lined  all  ther 
Wa y  with  Apple  and  Pear-trees,  full  of  fruit,  am! 
thofe  fo  common,  that  any  Paffengers,  as  they  travel 
the  Road,  may  gather  and  eat  what  they  pleafe.  Here 
alfo,  as  well  as  in  Glouceflerjhire ,  you  meet  with  Cyder 
in  the  Public- houfes,  fold  as  Beer  ani  Ale  are  in  other 
Parts  of  England ,  and  as  cheap. 

We  faw  at  a  Diftance,  in  a  mod  agreeable  Situa¬ 
tion,  the  Seat  of  Sir  Herbert  Perrot  Packington ,  a  Ba¬ 
ronet  of  a  very  antient  Family. 

On  the  other  Side  of  the  Severn ,  at  Whitley- court., 
Five  Miles  from  Beivdly ,  and  Seven  from  iVorcejier y 
the  Lord  Foley  has  a  Seat,  fituate  in  a  large  Park. 

Worcefter ,  the  Branonium  of  the  Romans ,  Perns  to 
have  been  built  by  them  to  curb  the  Silures  on  the  other 
Side  of  the  Severn ;  and  in  Imitation  of  the  Reman 
Name  the  Britons  called  it  Caer  W rangon .  It  is  fituated 
in  a  Valley  on  the  Severn ,  which,  though  generally  ra¬ 
pid  elfewhere,  glides  on  here  very  gently.  1  his  City 
was  burnt  in  1041.  by  King  Hardicanute,  the  Inhabit¬ 
ants  having  killed  his  Tax-gatherers.  In  1080  .Roger 
de  Montgomery  Far!  of  Shreivfbury  burnt  the  Suburbs, 
and  attacked  the  City  ;  but  the  Citizens  defended  them- 
felves  with  fo  much  Gallantry,  that  they  reputed  their 
Enemies  with  a  terrible  Slaughter.  In  1113^.  it  was 
almoft  deftroyed  by  an  accidental  f  ire,  the  Caftle  ia- 
tirely  confumed,  and  the  Roof  of  the  Cathedral  damag¬ 
ed.  In  1202.  it  was  again  burnt.  It  has  Pilfered  in: 
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all  the  Civil  Wars;  but  the  Weights  by  which  it  has 
been  prefled,  have  only  conduced  to  bend  it  into  Form, 
and  raife  it,  like  the  Palm-tree,  to  its  prefent  Beauty 
and  Statelinefs  *  for  it  is  a  large,  populous,  well-built 
City,  and  the  bell:  paved  in  England.  I  he  Foregate - 
flreet  is  the  moil  regular  and  beautiful  that  can  be  been 
out  of  London.  The  Guild-ball  is  a  very  fine  Building; 
but  the  Statues  on  the  Outfide  difgrace  it. 

There  is  a  good  old  Stone  Bridge  over  the  Severn , 
which  ffands  exceeding  high  from  the  Surface  of  the 
Water,  and  has  a  Tower  upon  it,  laid  to  be  built  by 
the  Romans .  But  as  the  Stream  of  the  Severn  is  con- 
traded  here  by  the  Buildings  on  either  Side,  there  is 
evident  Occafion  fometimes  for  the  Height  of  the 
Bridge,  the  Waters  rifing  to  an  incredible  Degree  in  the 
Winter-time. 

The  Commandery  here,  formerly  belonging  to  St. 
Johns  of  Jerufalem,  is  now  pofTefled  by  Mr.  JVylde , 
and  is  a  fine  old  Floufe  of  Timber,  in  the  Form  of  a 
Court.  The  Hall,  roofed  with  Irijh  Oak,  makes  one 
Side  of  it,  built  for  the  Reception  of  Pilgrims.  The 
Windows  are  adorned  with  Imagery,  and  Coats  Ar¬ 
morial  of  fiained  Glafs.  It  Hands  juft  .without  the 
South  Gate  of  the  City  in  the  London  Road,  where 
the  Heat  of  the  famous  Battle  happened  between  K. 
Charles  II.  and  Oliver  Cromwell ;  and  they  frequently 
find  Bones  of  the  Slain,  in  digging  in  the  Garden. 
Above  in  the  Park  is  to  be  feen  a  great  Work  of  Four 
Baft  ions,  called  The  Royal  Mount ,  whence  a  Vallum 
and  Ditch  runs  both  Ways  to  encompafs  this  Side  of 
the  City.  Here,  ’tis  probable,  the  Storm  began,  when 
the  RoyaliHs  were  driven  back  into  the  City  with  great 
Slaughter  ;  and  the  King  efcaped  being  made  a  Prifo- 
ner  in  the  narrow  Street  at  this  Gate,  by  a  loaded  Cart 
of  Hay  purpofely  overthrown,  which  gave  him  1  ime  to 
retire  at  theoppofite  Gate  to  Bofcobely  or  JVhite  Ladies. 

A  Mile  and  half  above  the  South  Gate,  on  the 
Top  of  the  Hill,  is  the  celebrated  Perrywood ,  where 
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Cromwell’s  Army  lav,  and  which  affords  a  fine  Pro- 
fpeH  over  the  County. 

IVorcefter  was  made  an  Epifcopal  See  by  Ethelred 
King  of  the  Mercians ,  who  founded  the  Cathedral ; 
which  was  again  built  by  St.  Wuljlan ,  Bifhop  of  the? 
Diocefe,  about  1084.  but  inlarged  and  improved  by  hi$ 
Succeffors;  though  the  Body  of  it  makes  no  extraordi¬ 
nary  Appearance  on  the  Outfide.  The  Tower  is  low, 
without  any  Spire,  only  Four  very  fmall  Pinacles  on  the 
Corners ;  and  yet  it  has  fome  little  Beauty  in  it,  more 
than  the  Church  itfelf.  The  upper  Part  has  fome 
Images  in  it,  but  decayed  by  Time.  Bafelus ,  thefirft 
Bifhop,  was  confecrated  in  680.  In  it  is  buried  the 
once  reftlefs  King  John  ;  not  where  his  Monument 
now  {lands,  which  is  in  the  Choir  before  the  High  Al¬ 
tar  ;  but  under  a  little  Stone  before  the  Altar  of  the 
Eaftermoft  Wall  of  the  Church.  On  each  Side  of  him, 
on  the  Ground,  lie  the  Effigies  of  the  Two  Bifhop?,  his 
chief  Saints,  Wuljlan  and  Ojwald,  from  whofe  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  he  hoped  to  be  fate.  The  Image  of  the 
King  probably  lay  here  alfo  upon  the  Ground,  now 
elevated  upon  a  Tomb  in  the  Paid  Choir. 

On  the  South-Tide  of  the  High  Altar  is  a  large  and 


handfome  Stone  Chapel,  over  the  Monument  of  Prince 
Arthur ,  eld  eh  Son  of  Henry  VII.  who  died  at  Ludlow , 
as  hisTomb-flone  fpecifies.  Anno  1  502.  and  whofe  Re- 
liH  Catharine ,  Infanta  of  Spain,  his  Brother  Henry 
VIII.  marrying,  after  20  Years  Wedlock,  was  divorced 
from,  to  make  way  for  Anna  Bolen .  The  Choir  of 
this  Chapel  is  exquifite  Workman fhip  ;  but  fuffered 
much  in  the  Civil  Wars, 

Here  is  alfo,  among  other  noted  Monuments,  one 
for  that  famous  Countefs  of  Sahjbury ,  who,  dancing 
before  Edward  III.  in  his  great  Hall  at  Wind/or^  drop¬ 
ped  her  Garter;  wh  eh  the  King  taking  up,  honoured 
it  fo  much  (as  the  idle  Story  goes)  as  to  make  it  the 
denominating  Enfign  of  the  moil  Noble  Order  of  the 
Garter ;  but  this  f  have  refuted  under  my  Account  of 
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JVindfon:  though,  that  the  Counted  did  drop  her  Gar 
ter,  is  Fa£f ;  and  the  King  might  gallantly,  to  filenc  ■ 
the  Jeffs  and  Railleries  of  the  Court,  wear  it  durin; 
the  Lntertamment,  inffead  of  his  Garter  of  the  Order 
But  the  Motto  was  given  in  Allufion  to  the  Order  o: 
Knighthood,  and  not  of  the  Garter. 

The  Monument  is  very  fine,  and  there  is  this  re: 
markable  in  if,  That  there  are  feveral  Angers  cut  in 
Stone  about  it,  {brewing  Garters  over  the  Tomb. 

There  are  feveral  other  antient  Monuments  in  thi 
Church,  which  I  have  not  room  to  mention. 

The  Cloifters  are  very  perfect,  and  the  Chapter 
houfe  is  large,  fupported,  as  to  its  arched  Roof,  L 
One  umbil  cal  Pillar.  ’Tis  now  become  a  Library,  ii 
well  furnifhed,  and  has  many  good  antient  Manu 
feripts. 

There  is  a  large  old  Gate-houfe  Banding,  and  nea 
it  the  Cafile,  with  a  very  high  artificial  Mount  or  Keep 
nigh  the  River. 

i  he  Bridge  I  have  mentioned  has  Six  Arches,  anc 
the  Banks  of  the  Severn  look  very  beautiful  on  eacl 
Side,  being  enriched  with  pleafant  Meadows. 

This  City  is  governed  by  a  Mayor,  and  Six  Aldermen 
It  hasTwo  Chamberlains,  a  Recorder,  a  Town-clerk 
Two  Coroners,  a  Sword-bearer,  Four  Sergeants  a 
Mace,  and  a  Sheriff ;  being,  like  Glouccfter ,  a  Count; 
of  itfelf,  divided  into  Seven  Wards,  in  which  are  i: 
Parifh- churches. 

The  Inhabitants  are  generally  effeemed  rich,  beiri: 
fall  of  Bufnefs,  occafioned  chiefly  by  the  Clothing 
trade,  of  which  the  City  and  the  County  round  carr 
on  a'  great  Share,  as  well  for  the  Turky  as  the  Home 
tnde.  The  Number  of  Hands  which  it  employs  in  th 
Town,  and  adjoining  Villages,  in  Spinning,  Cardins 
Rowing,  Fulling,  Weaving,  &c.  is  almoft  incredible 
One  Part  of  this  Town  is  wholly  poffeffed  by  JVelj 
People,  who  fpeak  their  own  Language,  and  are  employe 
in  this  Manufacture,  So  that  this  City,  which  was  foi 
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t  inerly  fo  great  a  Grievance  to  the  great  ones  of  tha 
*  Principality,  now  adminiffers  Subfiflence  to  a  vaft 
\  Number  of  the  meaner  ones. 

It  is  adorned  by  a  capacious  and  beautiful  Structure* 
called  "The  public  IV mk-houfe  ;  in  which  Children  T 
f  both  Sexes  are  trained  up  to  the  Knowlege  of  Trade, 
i  and  the  Pradfice  of  Religion  and  Virtue;  by  whofc 
Labour  alfo  the  Aged  and  Decrepit  are  fupported. 
This  laudable  Inffltution  continued  feveral  Years,  to 
the  great  Benefit  of  the  City,  till  at  laft  the  Guardians 
of  it  having  contracted  a  Debt  of  upwards  of  300  /.  they 
returned  the  Poor  back  to  their  refpeCtive  Parifhes; 

I  and,  the  whole  Charity  being  fruitrated,  and  pat  an 
End  to,  the  Corporation  lett  out  the  Building  for  an 
Hop-market,  Warehoufes,  &c.  to  pay  the  incurred 
Debt,  either  Principal  or  Intereft. 

Hereupon  their  then  worthy  Reprefentative  Samuel 
Sandys ,  Efq;  now  Lord  Sandys ,  and  other  Gentlemen, 
procured  an  AYt  of  Parliament  for  refforing  it  to  its 
j  firft  laudable  End  ;  which  Adi  took  place  from  June 
1730.  and  will  be  a  lading  Monument  to  the  Honour 
of  the  di fin te relied  and  public-fpirited  Gentleman,  to 
whofe  unwearied  Application,  and  inflexible  Refolu- 
tion,  it  was  owing  :  for  it  muff  be  obferved,  that  alie¬ 
nated  Charities  are  fome  of  the  hardeft  things  in  the 
W orld  to  be  reftored. 

Oppofite  to  this  Work-houfe,  Robert  Berkley  *of 
Spetchley ,  Efq;  eredled  a  fine  Hofpital  for  12  poor 
Men,  and  gave  2000/.  to  build  it,  and  4000  /.  to  en¬ 
dow  it. 

Here  are,  befides,  Three  Grammar-fchools,  and 
Seven  Alms-houfes,  all  liberally  endowed;  and  10 
Parifh-churches.  St.  Nicolas’s  Church,  in  tins  City, 
has  been  lately  rebuilt,  and  is  a  neat  and  commodious 
Edifice. 

The  Church  of  All  Saints ,  in  this  Town,  being  in 
fo  ruinous  a  Condition,  thatPart  of  it  actually  fell  down, 
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and  the  refl  being  ready  to  fal],  an  A 61  pafied,  Self. 

1 73*7-8.  for  taking  down  and  rebuilding  the  fame. 

The  Market-days  are  Wednefday ,  Friday ,  and  Sa¬ 
turday.  Every  Saturday  is  kept  a  very  confiderable 
Id  op-market.  The  Fairs  are  held  on  the  Saturday 
before  Palm-Sunday ,  the  AfTumption  of  the  BlefFed 
Virgin,  and  her  Nativity.  Worcefter  fends  T wo  Mem¬ 
bers  to  Parliament. 

From  Worcejler  I  made  fome  Excurfions,  to  vifit 
the  Towns  and  Country  Northward  ;  and  firft  came 
to  Droitwich,  a  corporate  Bailiwick  and  Borough-town, 
which  has  Four  Churches,  and  is  pretty  Wealthy.  ’Tis 
famous  for  excellent  white  Salt,  which  is  made  here 
from  the  Summer  to  the  Winter  Solftice  ;  not  but  they 
may  make  Salt  here  all  the  Year  long,  but  they  fear  to 
over- hock  the  Market.  It  appears,  by  Doomfday-boek , 
they  made  Salt  here  before  the  Conquefl.  The  Salt 
Springs  are  very  good,  and  produ6bve  of  Plenty  of  Brine. 
The  Town  lies  on  the  River  Salwarp ,  and  fendsTwo 
Members  to  Parliament. 

Proceeding  directly  on,  in  the  Road,  we  arrived  at 
Broomfgrove ,  a  large  Bailiwick-town,  likewife  on  the 
River  Salwarp ,  where  the  Clothing-trade  is  pretty 
brifkly  carried  on.  It  is  the  Centre  of  Four  Roads  : 
One  leads  to  Coventry  and  L eicejl er  ;  another  to  War¬ 
wick,  and  fo  to  London ;  a  Third  to  Worcejler  \  and  the 
Fourth  to  Shrewjbury. 

Between  Worcester  and  Spetchley  was  St.  Ofwald’s 
Hofpita),  demolifhed  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
Bat  Dr.  Fell ,  Bifhop  of  Oxford ,  after  the  Reftoration, 
recovered  much  of  the  PofTeliions,  and  eredfed  a  fair  and 
Imge  Hcfpital,  which  comfortably  maintains  12  poor 
Men. 

Kidder minfler  is  a  i  own  in  this  County  of  Worcefter-, 
very  confiderable  for  its  woolen  I  rade,  particularly  the 
Weaving  of  what  they  call  Lin  fey -wool  fey,  in  which 
the  Inhabitants  are  a! mod:  wholly  employed.  It  is  a 
large,  but  yet  compact  and  populous,  Town,  fituated 
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!  on  the  Stour ,  and  governed  by  a  Bailiff,  iz  capital 
BurgefTes,  25  Common-councilmen,  &c.  In  its  Church 
is  a  crofs-legged  Monument  of  Sir  Thomas  Aston. 

Stourbridge  is  alfo  Situated  upon  the  River  Stour,  over 
which  it  has  a  very  good  Bridge  ;  whence  its  Name. 
This  Town  deals  greatly  in  Glafs  Manufacture  of  all 
Sorts,  and  alfo  in  Iron-works  of  all  Sorts;  and  is  vaftly 
improved  of  late  Years,  both  in  Houfes  and  Inhabitants. 
At  Swinjord ,  near  Stourbridge ,  is  a  noble  Hofpital  for 
60  Boys,  eredted  by  the  firft  Founder  of  the  noble  Fa¬ 
mily  of  Fole}\  which  deferves  the  Attention  of  aTravel- 
ler,  and  the  Praife  of  all  Men.  At  Stourbridge  alfo  fine 
Stone  Pots  are  made  for  Glafs  makers  to  melt  their  Me¬ 
ta]  in,  alfo  Crucibles,  &c.  the  Clay,  of  which  thefe 
things  are  made,  being  almofl  peculiar  to  the  Place. 

Near  this  Town  is  Hagley-P ark ,  the  Seat  of  Sir 
George  Lyttelton ,  which  is  a  beautiful  Spot  of  Ground, 
having  as  great  Variety  of  Hills,  Valleys,  and  Wood, 
as  can  be  imagined  in  fuch  a  Space  of  Ground  ;  and  the 
late  PoiTefifor  Sir  Thomas  was  confiantly  improving  and 
helping  Nature  ;  fo  that  it  may  be  efteemed  one  of  the 
fineft  Seats  in  this  County. 

A  little  below  JVorcefter ,  Weft  ward,  the  Severn  re¬ 
ceives  a  River  of  a  long  deep  Courfe,  which  comes 
from  Sbropjhire ,  called  the  Feme,  on  which  ftands  a 
fmall  Market-town,  called  Tenbury ,  but  of  little  Note. 

I  palled  this  River  formerly  in  my  Way  to  Ludlow ,  at 
Broadway ,  a  little  Village;  but  now  I  went  by  the 
Way  of  Bevjdley ,  on  the  Side  of  Shropjhire. 

In  this  Courfe  we  faw  Two  fine  Seats  not  very  far 
from  the  Severn ;  viz.  the  Lord  Foley's ,  and  the  Earl 
of  Bradford  s ;  as  we  did  before  a  moft  delicious  Houfe, 
belonging  to  the  Lord  Conway.  Indeed  this  Part  of  t'  e 
County,  and  all  the  County  of  Salop,  is  filled  with  fine 
Seats  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  which  we  have  not 
room  to  deferibe.  But  although  the  Number  or  Seats 
is  not  diminifhed  in  thefe  Two  Counties,  yet  many  of 
the  Parks  have  been  laid  open,  and  converted  into 
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Farms  ;  whereby  the  Owners  have  greatly  enlarged 
their  Efiates,  efpecially  where  the  Land  was  good.  The 
Number  of  inclofed  Parks  in  Salop,  fome  Years  ago, 
was  upwards  of  One  hundred. 

Bewdley ,  or  Beau-lieu,  i.  e.  fine  Place ,  laid  to  be  fo 
called  from  its  pleafantand  delightful  Situation  upon  the 
Side  of  an  Hill  declining  to  the  Severn ,  is  a  final]  Bo¬ 
rough  and  Bailiff  Market-town,  well  fupphed  with 
Corn,  Malt,  Leather,  and  Cap*,  which  the  Dutch  Sea¬ 
men  buy,  called  Monmouth  Cap',  and  noted  for  the 
Palace  wlrch  King  Henry  VIL  built  here  for  his  Son 
Pr  ince  Arthur,  called  Ptckcnhall.  Jt  had  a  very  fine 
Park  ab  >ut  it,  which,  with  the  Houfe,  was  deftroyed 
by  the  fur  ions  Enthufiafis  in  the  Civil  War.  The 
Town  fends  One  Member  to  Parliament. 

A  Mile  off  is  Ribs  ford,  the  Seat  of  the  Earl  of  Fowls, 
pleafantly  furrounded  with  Woods.  Here  is  a  good 
Pi&ure  of  William  the  firfi:  Earl  of  Pembroke. 

The  Ends  of  the  HUH  towards  the  River  are  gene¬ 
rally  Rocks:  and  Black fton-hid  has  an  Elermitage  cut 
out  of  it,  with  a  Chapel,  and  feveral  Apartments.  Near 
it  is  a  pretty  Rock  upon  the  Edge  of  the  Water,  covered 
with  Oaks,  and  many  curious  Plants. 

Not  far  from  Chcrbury-Park  is  the  Parifh  of  Rock , 
where  the  famous  Auguftini s  Oak  flood,  fo  called  from 
a  Conference  held  under  it  by  Auguftine ,  and  the  Bril- 
tijh  Bilhops,  about  the  Celebration  of  Rafter ,  and 
preaching  God’s  Word,  and  adrniniftring  Baptifm  after 
the  Rites  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  which  the  Britijh  Bi- 
{hops  refufed. 

I  thought  once  to  have  returned  to  Worcefler,  and  fo 
proceeded  to  Herefordfhire,  and  down  to  Monmouth , 
and  fo  round  to  the  Coaft  of  Wales .  But  being  defi- 
rous  to  take  in,  ^fi'  ft,  the  South  Part  of  Shropshire,  I 
followed  the  Severn  up  North,  and  came  to  Bridgnorth, 
a  very  ant  lent  and  noted  Borough-  town ,  faid  to  be  built 
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by  Queen  LEthelfleda r,  in  the  Time  of  the  Heptarchy, 
The  Charter  given  by  King  John  mentions  a  former 
by  King  Henry  II.  It  has  endured  feveral  Sieges,  in 
one  of  which  Hubert  de  St.  Clare  voluntarily  received 
an  Arrow  in  his  Breaft,  which  was  leveled  at  his  Sove¬ 
reign  King  Henry  II.  It  was  almoft  deft  roved  by  Fire, 
in  its  Defence  againft  Sir  Lewis  Kirke ,  an  Officer  in  the 
Parliamentarian  Army.  Upon  the  Weft  Bank  of  the 
Severn  are  the  Remains  of  an  antient  and  magnificent 
Convent  of  Francifcans ,  under  which  are  feveral  Ca¬ 
verns,  running  a  great  Length. 

Bridgnorth  con  fids  of  Two  Towns,  the  High  and  the 
Low,  which  are  feparated  by  the  Severn ,  but  united  by 
a  fair  Stone  Bridge  of  Seven  Arches,  which  hath  a  Gate 
and  Gate-houfe.  The  Situation  is  pleafant,  the  Air 
healthy,  the  Profpedf  delightful,  and  commodious  for 
Trade.  It  hath  been  fortified  with  Walls,  and  a 
Caftle  built  by  Robert  de  Belefme ,  which  are  now  in 
Ruins;  and  the  Area  in  the  la  ft  is  converted  to  a  fine 
Bowling-green.  The  Streets  are  many,  and  well  paved, 
part  of  the  Cowgate-fireet  is  a  Rock  rifing  perpendicu¬ 
larly,  where  are  feveral  Tenements,  which  have  an 
agreeable,  though  grotefque,  Appearance.  It  is  go¬ 
verned  by  Two  Bailiffs,  24  Aldermen,  and  other  in¬ 
ferior  Officers.  It  is  noted  for  good  Gun-makers,  and 
its  Stocken  Manufacture.  It  has  a  well- rep  ten  ifhkl 
Market,  and  Five  Fairs  annually.  Two  whereof  hold 
Three  Days,  which  are  much  reforted  to,  and  abound 
with  Horfes,  'Black  Cattle,  Sheep,  Butter,  Cheefe, 
Paeon,  Linen- coth,  and  Hops  in  great  Plenty.  Here 
are  Two  Churches,  St.  Mary  Magdalen1  s,  made  a  free 
Chapel,  and  exempted  from  epifeopaf  JurifdiCtion,  by 
King  John-,  and  St.  Leonard fs,  which  was  burnt  in 
the  Civil  Commotions  under  King  Charles  3.  and  lately 
rebuilt  by  the  Inhabitants ;  but  the  College,  which  met 
with  the  fame  Fate,  was  never  reftored  :  and  though  the 
Parifhes  are  large,  and  the  Town  very  populous,  they 
are  very  indifferently  endowed,  and  fo  is  the  rree- 
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fchool.  There  is  an  hollow  Way  cut  through  the  Rock* 
leading  from  the  high  Town  to  the  Bridge,  of  the 
Depth  of  20  Feet,  in  fome  Parts  of  it ;  and  likewife 
many  Vaults  and  Dwellings  are  hewn  out  of  the  Rock. 
The  Town  fends  Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

From  hence  we  advanced  in  the  diredt  Road  to 
Sbreufiury ,  arid  came  to  Great  Wenhck ,  an  antient 
incorporate  Town,  governed  by  a  Bailiff  and  BurgefTes# 
which  returns  Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

Leaving  Shrewfbury  for  my  Obfervation  at  my  Re¬ 
turn  from  Wales  through  Chejhire ,  we  turned  fhort  here* 
and  fell  down  Southward  to  Ludlow ,  famed  more  for 
its  Beauty  than  Antiquity  ;  for,  it  feems,  the  Caftle, 
which  was  fo  truly  magnificent,  was  built  by  Roger  de 
Montgomery  rn  the  Conqueror  s  Time, 

But  before  I  fpeak  more  of  this  Caftle,  I  fhall  ob- 
f.  rve,  that  on  the  Extremity  of  this  County,  in  a  kind 
of  Promontory,  which  runs  in  between  Montgomery¬ 
shire  and  Radnorfhire ,  upon  the  Clun ,  lies 

Bijbops-Cajlle ,  a  fmall  Market,  Bailiwick,  and  Bo¬ 
rough-town,  which  fends  Two  Members  to  Parlia¬ 
ment:  and  not  very  far  from  it,  juft  at  the  Entrance 
into  Montgomeryshire,  is  a  noted  Place  called  Eifloops - 
jmoti  ;  where  is  an  Acre  of  Ground,  furrounded  with- 
an  In'trenchment.  The  Clun  meets  the  Tcme  at  Lud¬ 
low,  and  both,  united,  run  to  Clebury,  a  fmall  Town 
on  the  Borders  of  Worcefterjhire ,  wnere  it  falls,  as  I 
mentioned  before,  into  the  Severn.. 

The  Caftle  of  Ludlow  ib  ws  plainly  in  its  Decay* 
what  it  was  in  its  flourifhing  Eftate  :  it  is  the  Palace  of 
the  prince  of  Wales,  in  Right  of  his  Principality. 

Its  Situation  is  indeed  mcft  beautiful ;  there  is  a  moft 
fpacious  Plain  or  Lawn  in  its  Front,  which  formerly 
continued  near  Two  Miles;  but  much  of  it  is  now  in- 
clofed.  The  Country  round  it  is  exceeding  pleafant,- 
fertile,  populous,  and  the  Soil  rich  ;  nothing  can  be- 
added  by  Nature,  to  make  it  a  Place  fit  for  a  Rc-yal 
Palace,  It  is  built  in  the  North- weft  Angle  of  the 
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Town  upon  a  Rock,  commanding  a  delightful  Profpe£l 
Northward;  and  on  the  Weft  is  fliaded  by  a  lofty 
]  Hill,  and  waftied  by  the  River.  The  Battlements  are 
:  of  great  Height  and  Thicknefs,  with  Towers  at  con- 
:  venient  Diftances.  That  Half  which  is  within  theWalls 
:  of  the  Bown  is  fecured  with  a  deep  Ditch  ;  the  other 
is  founded  on  a  {olid  Rock.  A  Chapel  here  has  abun- 
|  dance  of  Coats  of  Arms  upon  the  Panels,  as  has  the 
i  Hall,  together  with  Lances,  Spears,  firelocks,  and  old 
.  Armour. 

It  will  he  no  Wonder,  that  this  noble  Caftle  is  in 
!  the  very  Perfection  of  Decay,  when  we  acquaint  our 
Readers,  that  the  prefen t  Inhabitants  live  upon  the  Sale 
:  of  the  arftient  Materials.  All  the  fine  Courts,  the 
Royal  Apartments,  Halls,  and  Rooms  of  State,  lie 
j  open,  abandoned,  and  fome  of  them  falling  down  ;  for 
•,  fince  the  Courts  of  the  Prefident  and  Marches  are  taken 
i  away,  here  is  nothing  that  requires  the  Attendance  of 
any  public  Perfons ;  fo  that  Time,  the  great  Devourer 
of  the  Works  of  Men,  begins  to  eat  into  the  very 
;  Stone  Walls,  and  to  fpread  the  Face  of  Ruin  upon  the 
'  whole  Fabric.  Over  feveral  of  the  Stable-doors  are  the 
Arms  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  the  Earls  of  Pembroke ,  &c. 

The  Town  of  Ludlow  is  likewife  fortified  with  Walls., 
i  through  which  are  Seven  Gates.  It  is  well-built,  and 
a  Place  of  good  Trade  ;  but,  to  be  fure,  it  is  not  the 
better  for  the  ruinous  State  of  the  Caftle,  and  the  abo- 
1  idling  of  the  Court  held  there  for  the  Marches.  It 
Hands  on  the  Edge  of  the  Two  Counties,  Shropjhire 
and  iVorcefterjhire ,  but  is  itfelf  in  the  firft. 

On  the  South-fide  of  the  Town  runs  the  Tcme,  over 
which  is  a  good  Bridge.  The  River  has  feveral  Dams 
across  it,  in  the  Nature  of  Cataradls,  whereby  abun¬ 
dance  of  Mills  are  turned  ;  and  great  is  the  Roar  of  the 
fuperfluous  Waters. 

Ludlow  has  a  very  good  Church  with  an  handfome 
Tower,  and  a  pleafant  Ring  of  Six  Bells.  1  he  Win¬ 
dows  are  full  of  painted  Glafs,  pretty  intire. 
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There  are  fome  old  Monuments  of  the  Lords  Prefl 
dents,  &c.  and  an  Infcription  upon  the  North  Wall  o; 
the  Chojr,  relating  to  Prince  Arthur^  elder  Brother  to: 
King  Henry  VIII.  who  died  here;  and  in  this  Spot  hi 
Bowels  were  depofited.  It  is  faid,  That  his  Heart  wa 
taken  up  fome  time  ago  in  a  leaden  Bax. 

In  the  Eaftern  Angle  of  the  Choir  is  a  Clofet,  an- 
tiently  called  cibe  Godhoufe ,  where  the  Priefts  fecurec 
their  confecrated  Utenfils,  The  Window  is  ftrongfy 
barred  on  the  Outfide.  The  Church  is  dedicated  to  St 
Laurence:  and  in  the  Market-place  is  a  Cittern  oi 
Conduit,  on  the  i  op  of  which  is  a  long  Stone  Crofs, : 
bearing  a  Nich,  in  which  is  the  Image  of  that  Saint. 

M  eft  of  the  Church  was  a  College,  now  convertec 
to  a  private  Houfe.  -  There  was  a  rich  Priory  out  oi 
the  I  own,  on  the  North  fide  of  which  are  hut  few,. 
Ruins  to  be  feen,  except  a  fmall  Church,  which  for¬ 
merly  belonged  to  it.  The  Welfh  call  this  Town  Llyi 
STwyfoe ,  i.  e.  The  Prince’s  Court.  Mr.  Camden  calls  the 
River  Teme  the  Temd ,  and  another  River  which  joins 
it  juft  at  this  Town,  the  Corve ,  whence  the  rich  flat 
Country  below  the  Town  is  called  Corvefdale .  It  is 
governed  by  1  wo  Bailiffs,  12  Aldermen,  a  Recorder* 
25  Common-council-men,  and  other  inferior  Officers 
and  has  the  particular  Privilege  of  trying  and  executing 
Criminals.  It  has  an  Alms-houfe  for  30  poor  People;; 
and  lends  Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

King  Henry  VIII.  eftahlifhed  here  the  Court  of  the: 
President  and  Council  of  the  Marches,  before-mention¬ 
ed  ;  and  all  Caufes  of  Hifi  Prius ,  or  of  Civil  Right* 
were  tried  here,  before  the  Lord  Prefident  arid  Coun¬ 
cil ;  but  this  Court,  being  grown  a  great  Grievance  to: 
the  Public,  was  i n ti rely  taken  away  by  A£t  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  in  the  Firft  Year  of  King  William  and  Queeni 
Mary. 

From  Ludlow  we  took  ourCourfe  ftill  due  South  toi 
Lemjler 5  or  Leominfler ,  a  large  Market- town  on  the: 

Riven 
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River  Lug,  over  which  it  hath  feveral  Bridges.  9  i  is 
governed  by  a  Bailiff,  and  returns  Two  Members  to 
Parliament.  The  Church,  which  is  very  large,  has  been 
in  a  manner  rebuilt,  and  is  now  very  beautiful.  This 
Town  is  noted  for  its  fine  Wool,  and  the  heft  Wheat, 
and  consequently  the  fined:  Bread  ;  and  alfo  for  the  belt 
Barley  ;  whence  Lenifter  Breads  and  IVeob’y  Ale ,  are 
become  a  proverbial  Saving. 

It  is  a  Town  of  brifk  Trade  in  W ool,  Plat-making, 
Leather,  &c.  and  lies  in  a  Valley  exceedingly  luxuriant. 
Three  Rivers  of  a  very  fwift  Current  go  through  the 
Town,  befides  others  very  near.  The  Inhabitants 
make  great  Ufe  of  thefe  by  Mills,  and  other  Machi¬ 
nery,  in  the  various  Branches  of  their  Trade.  On  the 
North-fide  of  the  Church  was  a  confiderable  Priory, 
Two  Ifies  of  which  belong  now  to  the  Church,  and 
Two  others  of  more  lightfome  Work  have  been  added. 
The  Mayor  has  a  long  black  Rod  to  walk  with,  tipped 
with  Silver.  There  are  fome  poor  Remains  of  the 
Priory,  chiefly  a  little  Chapel,  which  probably  belong¬ 
ed  to  the  Prior’s  Family.  Underneath  it  runs  a  pretty 
Rivulet,  which  ufed  to  grind  his  Corn,  now  converted 
to  a  Fulling-mill.  Near  it  are  very  large  Ponds  for 
Fifh,  which  ufed  to  furnifh  the  Monks  on  fading  Days. 
There  was  a  fine  Gatehoufe,  pulled  down  not  long  ago, 
near  the  Ambry  or  Almery  Clofe,  where  they  gave  their 
Scraps  away  to  the  Poor. 

At  Lemfter  there  is  an  Alms-houfe,  founded  by  the 
Widow  of  a  Man  who  gave  away  the  bed  Part  of  his 
EfFebls  in  his  Life-time.  In  a  Nich  over  the  Entrance 
is  the  Figure  of  a  Man  holding  up  an  Hatchet,  with 
thefe  Words  under  : 

Let  him  that  gives  his  Goods  before  he  is  deady 
lake  this  Hatchet ,  and  cut  off  his  Head . 

Pembridge ,  TVeobtly ,  and  Kyneton ,  lie  South-wed  of 
Lemfter*  and  form  in  their  Situation  a  kind  of  Triangle* 

I  They 
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They  are  all  Market-towns,  and  thefirft  is  pretty  com 
fiderable  for  the  Clothing-trade ;  the  fecond  for  Ale 
and  for  fending  Two  Members  to  Parliament  j  but  th 
third  for  nothing  that  1  know  of. 

I  he  Country  on  the  Right,  as  we  came  from  Lucl 
low,  is  very  fruitful  and  pleafant,  and  is  called  the  Hun 
dred^of  JVigmore ,  from  which  the  Earl  of  Oxford  take 
the  I  itle  or  Baron.  Here  we  faw  the  Two  antien 
Caftles  of  Brampton- Brian,  and  TVigmore ,  both  be- 
longing  to  the  late  Earl’s  Grandfather,  Sir  Edwaro 
Harley.  Brampton  is  a  {lately  Pile,  but  not  kept  in  ful  | 
Repair.  The  Parks  are  fine,  and  lull  of  large  Timber. 

e  were  now  on  the  Borders  of  PVales,  properly  fc 
cabled  ;  for  from  the  Windows  of  Brampton  Caflle, 
you  have  a  fair  Profpedt  into  the  County  of  Radnor. 
which  is,  as  it  were,  under  its  Walls;  nay,  even  this 
whole  County  of  Hereford  was  a  Part  of  Wales ,  and  fc 
deemed  for  many  Ages.  The  People  of  this  C  ounty, 
too  boait,  that  they  were  a  Part  of  the  antien  t  Si  lares. 
who  for  fo  many  Ages  wdthffood  the  Roman  Arms,  and 
could  never  be  intirely  conquered.  They  area  diligent! 
and  laborious  People,  chiefly  addicted  to  Kufbandry  ^ 
and  they  boaff,  that  they  have  the  fined  Wool,  the  bed 
Hops,  and  the  richefl  Cyder,  in  all  Britain',  and  pof- 
fibly  with  fome  Reafon  ;  for  the  Wool  about  Leomin - 
fer,  and.  in  the  Hundred  of  IV'igmore ,  and  the  Goldem 
Vale,  as  it  is  called  for  its  Richnefs,  on  the  Banks  ofl! 
the  River  Dove  (all  in  this  County),  is  as  fine  as  any 
in  England,  the  South-down  Wco<tl  not  excepted.  Asr 
for  Hops,  they  plant  abundance  all  over  this  County, 
and  they  are  very  good.  And  for  Cyder,  it  is  the  com¬ 
mon  Drink  of  the  County,  and  is  fo  very  good,  and  fo 
cheap,  that  we  never  found  fault,  though  we  could  get 
no  other  Drink  for  20  Miles  together.  Great  Quan¬ 
tities  of  this  Cyder  are  fent  to  London,  even  by  Land- 
carriage,  though  fo  very  remote  ;  which  is  an  Evidence 
in  its  Favour  beyond  Contradiction. 


One 


He  ref.  Great  Britain.  333 

One  would  hardly  expedf  fo  pleafant  and  fruitful  a 
Country  as  this,  fo  near  the  barren  Mountains  o HVales ; 
but  ’tis  certain,  that  not  any  of  our  Southern  Counties, 
the  Neighbourhood  of  London  excepted,  come  up  to 
the  Fertility  of  this  County. 

From  Lemfter  it  is  Ten  Miles  to  Hereford ,  the  chief 
City,  not  of  this  County  only,  but  of  all  the  Counties 
Weft  of  the  Severn.  In  the  Time  of  the  Civil  Wars 
it  was  very  ftrong,  and,  being  well  fortified,  and 
as  well  defended,  fupported  a  tedious  and  very  fevere 
Siege;  for,  befides  the  Parliament’s  Forces,  who  could 
never  reduce  it,  the  Scots  Army  was  called  to  the  Work, 
who  lay  before  it,  till  they  laid  above  4000  of  their 
Bones  there  ;  and  at  la  ft  it  was  rather  furrendered  by 
the  fatal  IfTue  of  the  War,  than  by  the  Attack  of  the 
Befiegers. 

It  had  before  this  Six  Parifh-churches ;  but  Two  of 
them  were  demolifhed  at  that  time.  It  has  an  Hofpital 
liberally  endowed  for  1  2  poor  People. 

The  City  of  Hereford  probably  fprung  from  the 
Ruins  of  the  Roman  Ariconium ,  now  Kenchejler ,  Three 
Miles  off,  higher  up  the  River  Wye,  but  not  very  near 
it,  which  may  be  a  Reafun  for  its  Decay. 

Kenchefter  ftands  upon  a  little  Brook,  called  the  Ine, 
which  thence  encompafling  the  Walls  of  Hereford ,  falls 
into  the  Wye. 

Archenfield  feems  to  retain  the  Name  of  Ariconium . 
Nothing  remains  of  its  Splendor,  but  a  Piece  of  a 
Temple  probably,  with  aNich,which  is  Five  Feet  high, 
and  Three  broad  within,  built  of  Brick,  Stone,  and 
indiffoluble  Morter.  There  are  many  large  Founda¬ 
tions  near  it.  A  very  fine  mofaic  Floor,  a  few  Years 
ago,  was  found  intire,  which  was  foon  torn  to  Pieces 
by  the  ignorant  Country-people.  A  Bath  was  here 
found  by  Sir  John  Hofiins  about  Seven  Feet  fquare, 
the  Pipes  of  Lead  intire :  thofe  of  Brick  were  a  Foot 
long,  Three  Inches  fquare,  let  artificially  into  one  an-> 
other  j  over  thefe,  I  fuppofe,  was  a  Pavement. 

This, 
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This,  as  Dr.  Stukely  obferves,  is  an  excellent  Inven¬ 
tion  for  heating  a  Room,  and  might  well  be  introduced 
among  us  in  Winter-time. 

In  another  Place  is  an  Hollow,  where  burnt  Wheat 
has  been  taken  up.  All  around  the  City  you  may  eafilv 
trace  the  Walls,  fome  Stones  being  left  every- where, 
though  overgrown  by  Hedges  and  Timber-trees.  The 
Situation  of  the  Place  is  a  gentle  Eminence  of  a  fquarifh 
Form  ;  the  Earth  black  and  rich,  over-grown  with 
Brambles,  Oak-trees,  full  of  Stones,  Foundations,  and 
Cavities,  where  they  have  been  digg'ng,  and  found 
many  Coins,  id c.  Colonel  Dantjey  has  paved  a  Cellar 
with  fquare  Bricks  dug  up  here.  The  late  Earl  of  Co- 
ningjby  adorned  the  Floor  of  h  s  Evidence-room  with 
them. 

This  City  is  overlooked  and  (heltered  towards  the 
North  with  a  prodigious  Mountain  of  Peep  Afcent;  on 
the  Top  Hands  a  vaft  Camp,  with  Works  altogether 
inacceflible,  which  is  called  Credon  hill.  At  the  Sum¬ 
mit,  you  are  prefented  with  the  moft  glorious  and  ex- 
tenfive  Profpecl,  as  far  as  St.  Michael’s  Mounts  in 
Mmmoutbjhire ;  crowned  with  Two  Tops,  and  of  con- 
fiderable  Refort  among  Zealots  of  the  Romijh  Perfua- 
fion,  who  believe  this  holy  Hill  was  fent  hither  by  St, 
Patric  out  of  Ireland ,  and  that  it  works  Wonders  in 
fevers  1  Cafes. 

On  the  other  Side,  is  the  vaft  Black  Mountain, 
which  feparates  Brecknockjhire  from  this  County.  The 
Town  underneath  appears  like  a  little  Copfe.  Din- 
der-hill ,  whereon  is  a  Roman  Camp,  Hands  on  the 
contrary  Bank  of  the  Wye. 

Upon  the  Lug  are  Sutton-walls ,  another  vafl  Roman 
Camp  upon  an  Plill  overlooking  a  beautiful  Vale, 
which  was  the  Regal  Residence  of  the  powerful  King 
Qffa  ;  but  chiefly  remarkable  for  the  Murder  of  young 
King  Ethelbert ,  whom  he  allured  thither  under  Pretext 
of  courting  his  Daughter,  and  who  was  buried  in  the 
neighbouring  Church  of  Mar  den ,  fituate  in  a  Marfh 
6  by 
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by  the  River-fide.  Hence  his  Body  was  afterwards 
(conveyed  to  Hereford ,  and  enfhrined;  but  the  particu¬ 
lar  Place  cannot  be  found,  his  Monument  being  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  Weljh  under  a  rebellious  Earl  of  Mercia^ 
’who  alfo  plundered  the  City,  and  robbed  theEcclefi* 
I  allies. 

In  the  North  Wing  of  the  Cathedral  of  Hereford \ 
is  the  Shrine,  where  the  Body  of  Cantilupe ,  the  great 
I  Miracle- monger  in  the  Weft  of  England ,  was  depo¬ 
sited  ;  which  Wing  was  built  by  himfeif,  and  on  the 
.Wall  his  Picture  is  painted.  Ail  round  are  the  Marks 
of  Hooks,  where  the  Banners,  Lamps,  Reliques,  and 
the  like  Prefents,  were  hung  up.  And  the  Riches 
of  this  Place  were  doubtlefs  very  confiderable ;  for 
it  is  well  guarded  againft  the  Aftaults  of  Thieves. 
!The  Shrine  is  of  Stone,  carved  round  with  Knights  in 
Armour. 

The  Church,  built  by  Bifhop  Atheljlan ,  is  very  old 
■and  {lately.  The  Spire  is  not  high,  but  handfome ; 
and  there  is  a  fine  Tower  at  the  Weft-end.  The  Roof 
Hies,  and  Chapel,  have  been  added  to  the  more  antient 
Part  by  fucceflive  Bifhops,  as  alfo  the  Towers,  Cloi- 
fler^,  hoc.  I  he  Choir,  though  plain,  is  handlomej 
and  there  is  a  very  good  Organ.  Adjoining  to  the 
Church  is  a  College  for  12  Vicars,  and  the  Chorifters, 
who  lead  an  academical  Life. 

i  he  Chapter-houfe,  which  was  very  beautiful, 
was  deftroyed  in  the  Civil  Wars.  About’Four  Win¬ 
dows  are  1  ft  {landing ;  and  the  Springings  of  the 
Stone  Arches  between  are  of  fine  Ribwork,  which 
compofed  the  Roof,  of  that  Sort  of  Architecture 
wherewith  Ring' s-College -Chapel  was  bu  It.  Two 
Windows  were  pulled  down  by  Bifhop  Biffe ,  which 
he  ufed  in  new-fitting  up  the  Epifcopal  Palace.  Under 
the  W indows,  in  every  Compartment,  was  painted  a 
King,  Bifhop,  Saint,  Virgin,  or  the  like;  fome  of 
whicn  were  oiftindl  enough,  though  fo  loop*  expofed  to 
the  Weather,  0  * 
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Here  are  a  great  Number  of  Monuments  of  Bifhopg 
and  many  valuable  Brafles  and  Tombs. 

Between  the  Cathedral  and  Palace  isamofl  venerabl! 
Pile,  built  and  roofed  with  Stone,  confifting  of  Two 
Chapels,  one  above  the  other ;  the  upper  dedicated  to 
St.  Magdalen  ;  the  lower,  which  is  fome  Steps  under 
ground,  to  St.  Catharine. 

The  Government  of  the  City  is  adminiftred  by  ■ 
Mayor,  Recorder,  and  Common-council.  There  ar 
alfo  peculiar  Privileges  for  Companies,  who  have  fe 
parate  Halls,  and  Power  of  making  By-laws  for  th 
Benefit  of  their  Trade.  Here  are  Two  great  Fair 
held  on  Wednefday  after  Eafter  day ,  and  on  the  2  0tli 
of  March  ;  an  extraordinary  Market  on  Fridays  fo 
Cattle,  befides  thole  on  IVednefdays  and  Saturdays 1 
The  City  fends  Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

The  Caftle  was  a  noble  Work,  built  by  one  of  thf 
Edwards  before  the  Conqueft,  firongly  walled  an 
ditched.  There  is  a  very  lofty  artificial  Keep,  having 
a  Well  faced  with  good  Stone:  and  by  the  Side  of  th* 
Ditch  a  Spring  confecrated  to  St.  Ethelbert ,  with  an 
old  Stone  Arch. 

Without  the  IV  alls  are  the  Ruins  of  Black-  Frier' 
Monaftery,  and  a  pretty  Stone  Crofs  intire;  rounn 
which  the  Cloifters  were  originally  built,  as  now  th< 
Cloifters  of  the  Cathedral  inclofe  another  fuch.  Thefi 
Croffes  were  in  the  Nature  of  a  Pulpit,  whence  aMonll 
preached  to  the  People  in  the  open  Air,  as  now  pra- 
dtifed  in  the  Cloifters  of  fome  Colleges  in  the  Univer 
fities  once  a  Year. 

The  neighbouring  Hill,  called  Brynmaur ,  or  Tb 
great  Hill ,  makes  amends  for  the  Tedioufnefs  of  climb 
ing  it,  by  the  Pleafure  we  receive  from  its  wood’ 
Greft,  and  extenfive  Profpedf. 

At  the  City  of  Hereford ,  we  could  not  but  in 
quire  into  the  Truth  of  the  Story  fo  famous,  that  thr 
late  Bifliop  Gibfon  has  mentioned  it  in  his  Continual 
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;  tion  of  Camden ,  of  the  removing  the  Two  great  Stones 
near  Sutton  ;  which  the  People  confirmed  to  us.  The 
j  Story  is  thus  : 

Between  Sutton  and  Hereford ,  in  a  common  Mea¬ 
dow  called  the  Wergins ,  were  placed  Two  large  Stones- 
for  a  Water-mark  ;  one  erected  upright,  and  the 
other  laid  athwart.  In  the  Civil  Wars,  about  the 
Year  1652.  they  removed  to  about  Twelve- fcore 
Paces  Diftance,  and  nobody  knew  how ;  which  gave 
occafion  to  a  vulgar  Notion,  That  they  were  carried 
thither  by  the  Devil.  When  they  were  fet  in  their 
Places  again,  one  of  them  required  Nine  Yoke  of  Oxen 
to  draw  it. 

Lidbury  lies  Eaftward  of  Hereford ,  near  the  South 
End  of  the  Malvern  Hills.  It  is  a  fine  well-built 
Market- town,  fituate  in  rich  clayey  Grounds,  and 
much  inhabited  by  Clothiers.  Here  is  an  Hofpital 
for  the  Poor,  well  endowed. 

Not  far  from  Lidbury ,  is  Colwal ;  near  which,  upon 
the  Wafle,  as  a  Countryman  was  digging  a  Ditch 
about  his  Cottage,  he  found  a  Crown  or  a  Coronet  of 
Gold,  with  Gems  fet  deep  in  it.  It  was  of  a  Size 
large  enough  to  be  drawn  over  the  Arm  with  the 
Sleeve.  The  Stones  of  it  are  faid  to  have  been  fo  va¬ 
luable,  as  to  be  fold  by  a  Jeweller  for  One  thoufand 
Five  hundred  Pounds. 

Hereford ,  though  a  large  and  populous  City,  may 
yet  be  faid  to  be  old,  mean-built,  and  very  dirty, 
lying  low,  and  on  the  Bank  of  the  Wye,  which  feme- 
times  incommodes  them  very  much,  by  the  violent 
Frefhes  that  come  down  from  the  Mountains  of 
Wales ;  for  all  the  Rivers  of  this  County,  except  the 
Diffrin-Doe ,  come  out  of  Wales . 

One  thing  remarkable,  which  we  muff  not  omit 
is,  that  the  College  Pill  retains  its  Foundation-laws* 
and  the  Refidentiaries  are  obliged  to  Celibacy 5  buc 
otherwife.  they  live  a  very  happy,  eafy,  and  plentiful 
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Life  ;  being  furnifhed  upon  the  Foot  of  the  Foundation* 
befides  their  Ecclefiaftical  Stipends. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1738.  they  began  to 
pull  down  the  old  Gothic  Chapel  belonging  to  the 
Bifhop's  Palace  at  Hereford, ,  in  order  to  erecl  a  Pile; 
in  a  politer  Tafte,  for  the  public  Service.  The  de« 
molilhed  Chapel  was  laid  to  be  as  old  as  the  Con- 
queft. 

Between  Leominfer  and  this  City  is  another  Hamp — 
ton- Court ,  the  Seat  of  the  late  Earl  of  Coningfby ., 
That  Lord  was,  from  an  Irljh  Peer,  made  an  Englija 
one,  by  his  late  Majefty  King  George  I.  And  having 
no  Son,  his  Daughter  was  created  by  the  fame  Prince,, 
in  the  Life-time  of  her  Father,  Baronefs  and  Vif- 
counted;  Coningfby  of  Hampton- Court,  in  order  that 
her  Defcendants  might  be  intitled  to  a  Peerage.  She 
married  Sir  Michael  Newton ,  Bart,  and  a  Knight  of 
the  Bath.  This  is  a  fine  Seat  built  by  Henry  Bolin- 
broke  Duke  of  Lancajler ,  afterwards  King  Henry  IV. 
In  the  Form  of  a  Caftle,  fituate  in  a  Valley  upon  a  ra¬ 
pid  River,  under  Coverture  of  Brynmaur .  The  Gar¬ 
dens  are  very  pleafant,  terminated  by  vaft  Woods  co¬ 
vering  all  the  Hoping  Side  of  the  Hill.  There  is  ai 
plentiful  Supply  of  Water,  on  all  Sides  of  the  Houfe* 
for  Fountains,  Bafins,  and  Canals.  Within,  are  ex¬ 
cellent  Pi£tures  of  the  Earl's  Anceftors  and  others,  by 
Holben ,  Dobfon ,  Vandyke ,  Sir  P.  Lully ,  &c.  an  Ori¬ 
ginal  of  the  Founder  King  Henry  IV.  of  Queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  the  Duchefs  of  Portfmouth ,  &c. 

The  Windows  of  the  Chapel  are  well  painted  :  there 
are  fome  Statues  of  the  Coningfbies. 

Here  are  Two  new  Stone  Stair-cafes,  after  a  geo¬ 
metrical  Method.  The  Record-room  is  at-top  of  2; 
Tower  arched  with  Stone,  paved  with  Roman  Brick, 
and  has  an  Iron  Door.  From  the  Top  of  the  Houfe 
goes  a  Stair-cafe,  which,  they  fay,  has  a  fubterraneou: 
Conveyance  into  Brynmaur  Wood. 

The 
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The  Park  is  very  fine,  Eight  Miles  in  Circum¬ 
ference,  and  contains  about  1200  Head  of  Deer 
There  are  extenfive  Profpe&s  on  one  Side  reaching 
into  Wiltjhire ,  on  the  other  over  the  Weljh  Moun¬ 
tains ;  Lawns,  Groves,  Canals,  Hills,  and  Plains. 
:  There  is  a  Pool  Three  Quarters  of  a  Mile  W,  very 
1  broad,  and  included  between  Two  great  Woods.  The 
:  Dam,  which  forms  it,  and  is  made  over  a  Valley 
\  cofl  800/.  and  was  finifhed  in  a  Fortnight  by  200 
l  Hands.  A  new  River  is  cut  quite  through  the  Park, 
:  the  Chanel  of  which,  for  a  long  Way  together,  is  hewn 
|  cut  of  the  Rock.  This  ferves  to  enrich  vaft  Trafts 
!  of  Lands,  which  before  were  barren.  Here  alfo  are 
1  new  Gardens  and  Canals  laid  out,  and  new  Planta¬ 
tions  of  Timber  in  proper  Places. 

Warrens,  Decoys,  Sheep-walks,  Paftures  for  Cat¬ 
tle,  &c.  fupply  the  Houfe  with  all  Sorts  of  Conve- 
niencies  and  Neceflaries,  without  having  recourle  to  & 
Market.  0 

Weltward  of  Hereford, ,  the  Golden  Vale  before- 
mentioned  extends  itfelf  along  the  River  Dore ,  which 
runs  through  the  midft  of  it,  and  is  called  by  the  Bri¬ 
tons,  Dufrin-D  ore :  it  is  called  the  Golden  Vale 
from  its  pleafant  Fertility  in  the  Spring,  when  it  is 
covered  over  with  a  yellow  Livery  of  Flowers.  It 

is  encompafled  with  Hills,  which  are  crowned  with 
Woods. 

From  Hereford ,  upon  a  very  fine  Stone-caufeway  of 
near  a  Mile  long,  made  within  a  few  Years  paft,  we 
came  to  R  of s,  famous  for  Cyder,  a  great  Man u failure 
of  Iron-ware,  and  its  Trade  on  the  River  Wye.  It  is 

a  fine  old  Town,  and  has  a  very  handfome  Church  in 

it. 

From  hen^e  we  came  at  about  Eight  Ad  lies  more 
into  Monmouthjhire ,  formerly  a  Weljh ,  but  now,  an 
Englift ,  County,  and  to  the  f  own  of  Monmouth.  It 
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is  a  Place  of  great  Antiquity,  and  is  fair,  large,  and 
well-built,  fituate  at  the  Conflux  of  the  Wye  and  Mun- 
novj ,  whence  the  Town  has  its  Name  ;  it  ftands  in  the 
Angle  where  the  Rivers  join,  and  has  a  Bridge  over 
each  River,  and  a  third  over  the  River  Trothy ,  which 
comes  in  juft  below  the  other. 

This  Town  returns  Two  Reprefentatives  to  Parlia-* 
iment ;  it  ftiews  Marks  of  great  Antiquity ;  and,  by 
the  Remains  of  Walls,  Lines,  Curtins,  and  Baftions, 
that  it  has  been  very  ftrongj  and,  by  its  Situation,  that 
it  may  be  made  fo  again.  It  is  a  Borough-town,  go¬ 
verned  by  Two  Bailiffs,  Common  council-men,  and 
Town-clerk.  It  has  a  very  confiderable  Corn-market. 
It  was  famed  for  the  Strength  of  the  Caftle  in  the  Time 
of  William  I.  and  is  the  Birth-place  of  our  renowned 
King  Henry  V.  Conqueror  of  France  ;  and  likewife  oi 
one  of  our  antient  Hiftorians,  Jeoffry  of  Monmouth. 
a  fabulous  Writer.  At  prefent  his  not  very  flourifhing  : 
yet  it  drives  a  confiderable  Trade  with  the  City  of  Bri¬ 
stol ,  by  the  Navigation  of  the  Wye. 

This  River,  having  received  T wo  large  Streams,  the 
Munnow  and  the  Frothy ,  becomes  a  very  noble  River ; 
and  with  a  deep  Chanel,  and  a  full  Current,  hurrie; 
away  towards  the  Sea,  carrying  alfo  Veftels  of  a  con¬ 
fiderable  Burden  hereabouts. 

Near  Monmouth ,  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  has  a  fine 
Seat,  called  Troy-houfe . 

Lower  dpwn,  upon  the  Wye,  in  this  Shire,  ftandl 
Chepflow ,  the  Sea-port  for  all  the  Towns  feated  on 
this  River,  and  the  Lug ,  and  where  their  Commerce: 
feems  to  centre.  Hither  Ships  of  good  Burden  ma; 
come  up,  and  the  Tide  runs  with  the  fame  impetuous 
Current  as  at  Briftol ;  the  Flood  rifing  ordinarily  front' 
Six  Fathom  to  Six  and  an  half  at  Chepftow  Bridge 
which  is  a  very  noble  one,  built  of  Timber,  and  ni 
lefs  than  70  Feet  high  from  the  Surface  of  the  Waten 
when  the  Tide  is  out.  And  that  this  was  not  a.  need' 
n,  ■  lee 
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lefs  Height,  was  evident  in  January  1738.  when  the 
Water  rofe  at  the  Bridge  upwards  of  70  Feet,  and  very- 
much  damaged  it :  One  Man  lofl  above  130  Head  of 
Cattle,  which,  with  other  Damages  it  did  there,  and 
in  the  adjacent  Places,  were  computed  at  Seven  or 
8000/.  Chepftoiv  has  a  well  frequented  Market,  efpe- 
cially  for  Corn.  The  Bridge,  as  half  of  it  is  in 
Gloucefterjhire ,  is  maintained  at  the  Expence  of  both 
Counties. 

Two  Miles  from  this  Town  is  the  famous  Pafiage 
over  the  Severn,  on  this  Side  called  Beachly ,  and  on  the 
other  Aujt ,  as  I  have  mentioned  p.  305.  Here  Oja's 
Dyke  begins,  and,  palling  through  Radnorftnre  extends 
itfelf  up  to  Flintjhire ,  and  fo  to  the  River  Deey  which 
parts  Wales  from  Chejhire. 

We  turned  Northwards,  and  arrived  at  Aberva - 
venny ,  which  is  a  large  well-built  and  well-inhabited 
Market- town,  fituate  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Gavenny, 
running  into  the  Ufk.  It  carries  on  a  confide  rable 
Trade  in  Flanels,  which  the  Country-people  manu- 
fadfure-at  home,  and  bring  hither  to  fell.  It  is  a  great 
Thoroughfare  from  the  Weftern  Parts  of  Wales  to 
Rr  'iflol  and  Bath  by  C  hep/tow .  and  to  Gloucester  by 
Monmouth  ;  and  fo  eroding  the  River  through  Coif  or  A 
and  theForeft  of  Dean. 

i  he  Fuel  in  this  County  is  Pit-coal,  and  is  very 
cheap,  infomuch  that  they  fell  an  Horfe-load  for  Two¬ 
pence,  at  the  Pit. mouth;  and  ’tis  common  in  the 
meaned:  Cot  to  fee  a  good  Fire. 

Great  Quantities  of  Corn  are  exported  out  of  this 
County;  and  ’tis  frequent,  that  the  Briftol  Mer¬ 
chants  lend  their  Ships  hither  to  load  for  Portugal , 
and  other  foreign  Countries.  And  indeed  it  is  noted 
for  producing  as  good  Wheat  and  other  Grain,  as 
any  County  in  the  Kingdom  ;  and  yet  it  is  very  fur- 
priling,  that  Lands  here  never  fell  for  more  than  20 
or  2i  Years  Purchace.  The  current  Language  of  the 
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County  is  WeJJh  among  the  Vulgar;  but  the  Gentle¬ 
men  fpeak  English  generally. 

As  I  am  now  juft  upon  entering  Wale s,  I  will  con¬ 
clude  this  Letter  with  alluring  you,  that  I  am, 

S  I  R, 


Tours ,  &c. 


CONTAINING 

|  ^  Description  of  the  great  eft  Part  of  the 
Principality  cf  Wales, 


SIR, 

Thought  I  fhould  not  pay  the  Principality 
the  Refpedl  it  fo  well  deferves,  if  I  did  not 
pUL@||  begin  a  Letter  with  the  Defcription  of  it ; 

it  being  the  Country  of  that  brave  People, 
who  had  an  original  Right  to  the  whole 
Ifland,  and  made  fo  noble  a  Stand  in  Defence  of  their 
Liberties  and  Independency  ;  and,  at  laft,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  a  foreign  Yoke,  chofe  to  be  free  in  this  re¬ 
mote  and  inacceftible  Part  of  it. 

JBut  here  let  me  premife,  that  TVales  is  reprefented 
in  the  Britijh  Parliament  by  24  Members.  The  Coun¬ 
ties  and  Towns  which  return  them  will  be  particulariz’d 
in  the  general  Lift,  which  I  fhall  prefent  you  with  at 
the  End  of  my  Tour  thro’  this  Southern  Part  of  the 
Iiland  ( a ). 

The  Two  firft  Counties  which  border  Weft  upon 
JMonmouthJhire  are  Brecknock  and  Glamorgan s  and  are 


(a)  See  at  the  Conclujion  of  Vol,  III, 
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very  mountainous  on  the  Eaft  Side,  which  gives  a 
Traveller  a  terrible  Apprehenfion  of  the  Country  he  is 
this  Way  entering  into,  and  an  Expectation  of  meeting 
with  nothing  that  is  agreeable  ;  but  he  is  not  long  be¬ 
fore  he  is  undeceived,  and  finds  the  Reward  of  his 
Trouble.  In  that  Part  of  Mcnmoutbjhire  which  joins 
the  Two  Counties,  begins  the  Riling  of  the  Hills. 
Kyr  ton- Beacon,  Tumberlow ,  Blorench ,  Penvail ,  and 
Gkirridan ,  are  fome  ,of  the  Names  of  thefe  horrid 
Mountains,  and  are  all  in  this  Shire ;  and  I  could  not 
but  ranfy  myfeif  in  View  of  Mount  Brennus ,  Little * 
Barnard ,  and  Great-Barnard ,  among  the  Alps-. 

We  now  entered  South-Wales  ;  which  contains  the 
Shires  of  Glamorgan ,  Brecknock ,  Radnor ,  Caermartheny 
Pembroke ,  and  Cardigan. 

B recknockjhire  is  a  mere  inland  County,  as  Radnor 
is;  the  Englijh  jefiingly  (and  I  think  not  very  impro¬ 
perly)  call  it  Break-neck- Jhire :  ’tis  mountainous  to  an 
Extremity,  except  on  the  Side  of  Radnor ,  where  it  is 
fomething  more  low  and  level.  It  is  well  watered  by 
fh zWye,  and  the  Usk,  Two  Rivers  mentioned  before. 
Upon  the  latter  ftands  the  Town  of  Brecknock ,  the  Ca¬ 
pital  of  the  County,  well-built,  and  the  Affizes  are  kept 
at  it.  It  is  very  antient,  and  indeed,  to  mention  it 
here  once  for  all,  there  are  more  Tokens  of  Antiquity 
to  be  feen  every-where  in  Wales ,  than  in  any  Part  what¬ 
ever  of  England ,  except  the  Counties  of  Cu?nberland 
and  Northumberland.  Here  we  faw  Brecknock-mere ,  a 
large  or  long  Lake  of  Water,  Two  or  Three  Miles 
over  ;  of  which  they  have  a  great  many  Fables,  not 
worth  relating  :  the  bell:  of  them  is,  that  a  certain  Ri¬ 
ver,  called  Lheweni ,  runs  thro’  it,  and  keeps  its  Colour 
in  Midchanel,  diftinguifhed  from  the  Water  of  the 
Lake,  and,  as  they  fay,  never  mingles  with  it.  They 
take  abundance  of  good  Fifh  in  this  Lake,  fo  that,  like 
the  River  Tbeijfe  in  Hungary ,  they  fay  it  is  Two-thirds 
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Water,  and  One-third  Fifti.  The  Country-people 
affirm,  that  once  a  City  flood  here;  but  that,  by  the 
Judgment  of  Heaven,  for  the  Sins  of  its  Inhabitants,  it 
j  funk  into  the  Earth,  and  the  Water  rofe  up  in  the 
I  Place  of  it.  I  obferve  the  fame  Story  is  mentioned  by 
^  Mr.  Camden ,  with  fome  Difference  in  the  Particulars  : 
I  believe  my  Share  of  it ;  but  ffis  remarkable,  that  Mr. 
Camden ,  having  loft  the  old  City  Loventium ,  mentioned 
by  Ptolemy  to  be  hereabouts,  is  willing  to  account  for 
it  by  this  odd  Story. 

It  was  among  the  Mountains  of  this  County  that  the 
j  famous  Glendower  flickered  himfclf,  and,  taking  Arms 
on  the  depofing  Richard  II.  proclaimed  himfelf  Prince 
of  Wales:  they  fhew  us  feveral  little  Refuges  of  his 
in  the  Mountains,  whither  he  retreated  ;  and  from 
whence,  again,  he  made  fuch  bold  Excurfions  into  Eng- 
land ,  as  to  have  put  Henry  IV.  to  very  great  Difficul¬ 
ties. 

Tho’  this  County  be  fo  mountainous,  Provifions  are 
exceeding  plentiful,  and  alfo  very  good,  all  over  the 
Country  ;  nor  are  thefe  Mountains  ufelefs,  even  to  the 
City  of  London ,  as  I  have  noted  of  other  Counties  ;  for 
from  hence  they  fend  yearly  great  Plerds  of  Black 
Cattle  to  England ,  and  which  are  known  to  fill  our 
Fairs  and  Markets,  even  that  of  Smithfold  itfelf. 

The  yellow  Mountains  of  Radnorjhire  are  the  fame, 
and  their  Produdf  of  Cattle  is  the  fame  ;  nor  did  I 
meet  with  anything  worth  noticing,  except  Monu¬ 
ments  of  Antiquity.  The  Stories  of  Vor  tiger  n,  and  Ro¬ 
ger  of  Mortimer,  are  in  every  old  Woman’s  Mouth 
here.  Here  is  a  great  Catarac!  or  Water -fall  of  the 
River  Wye ,  at  a  Place  called  Rhajadr-Gwy  in  Weljh , 
which  fignifies  the  Cataradf  or  Water-fall  of  the  Wye  ; 
but  we  did  not  go  to  fee  it,  by  reafon  there  was  a 
great  Flood  out  at  that  time,  which  made  the  W ay 
dangerous.  There  feemed  to  us  a  kind  o!  Defert  too, 
on  that  Side,  which  is  fcarce  paflable  by  Strangers;  fo 
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we  made  it  our  North  Boundary  for  this  Part  of  our 
Journey. 

W  e  (hall  only  add.  That  Radnor  is  the  Shire-town, 
and  hath  a  Caftle  ;  that  Pr  eft  eigne  in  Radnorjhire  is  a 
well-built  Town,  and  the  Aftizes  are  held  there. 

Entering  Glamor ganjhire,  from  Radnor  and  Breck¬ 
nock,  we  beheld  Monuchdenny-hill  on  our  Left,  and  the 
Black  Mountains  on  the  Right,  and  all  a  Ridge  of  hor¬ 
rid  Rocks  and  Precipices  between,  over  which,  if  we 
had  not  had  good  Guides,  we  fhould  never  have  found 
our  Way  ;  and  indeed  we  began  to  repent  our  Curio- 
lity,  in  going  out  of  the  common  Road,  as  not  having 
met  with  any-thing  worth  the  Trouble  ;  and  the  Coun¬ 
try  looking  fo  full  of  Horror,  we  thought  to  have  given 
over  the  Enterprize,  and  have  left  Wales  out  of  our 
Circuit  :  but  after  a  Day  and  a  Night  engaging  thus 
with  Rocks  and  Mountains,  our  Guide  brought  us 
down  into  a  mo  ft  agreeable  Vale,  opening  to  the  South, 
and  a  pleafant  River  running  thro’  it,  called  TheTaaffet, 
and  following  its  Courfe,  we  came  to  a  famous  Spring 
of  warm  Water,  called  Paaffe-Well,  and  rifing  up  in  a 
dry  Shole  under  the  Northern  Bank  of  the  River.  Four 
Miles  farther  we  parted  thro’  the  antient  City  of  Lan- 
daff ;  and  in  the  Evening  arrived  at  Cardiff, \  a  JVelJh 
Mde  beyond  it. 

Londaffm  Glamor ganjhire  is  the  Seat  of  the  Epifcopal 
See,  and  a  City  5  but  to  fmall,  that  it  has  not  a  Mar¬ 
ket  ;  but  Caerdiff ,  which  is  lower  on  the  River,  is  the 
Port  and  1  own  of  Trade;  and  has  a  very  good  Har¬ 
bour  opening  into  the  Severn  Sea. 

The  Cathedral  is  a  neat  Building,  and  very  antient. 
They  boa  ft  that  this  Church  was  an  Houfe  of  Religious 
Worfhip  many  Years  before  any  other  was  founded  in 
-the  Bland  ;  and  that  the  Chriftian  R  ligion  flourifhed 
in  its  primitive  Purity,  from  the  Year  1  86.  till  the 
Pelagian  Herefy  overfpread  th:s  Country  ;  which  being 
afterwards  rooted  out,  they  placed  St.  Dobridus ,  as  the 
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firffc  Bifhop,  in  this  Town  of  Landaff^  then  called 
Launton.  The  Bifhop  of  Landaff  had  formerly  the 
Title  of  Archbifhop :  the  Three  firft  Bifhops  were  af¬ 
terwards  fainted  for  their  eminent  Holinefs  of  Life,  and 
the  Miracles  they  are  faid  to  have  wrought.  5 1  is  ob- 
fervable  the  Cathedral  was  antiently  but  20  Feet  long, 
and  1  o  broad,  and  had  neither  Steeple  nor  Bells  ;  nor 
had  they  any  other  Cathedral  from  the  Year  386.  to 
the  Year  1107.  when  Bifhop  Urban  built  the  prefent 
Church,  with  fome  Houfes  for  the  Clergy  adjoining, 
in  the  Nature  of  a  Cloifter. 

Though  the  Church  is  antient,  yet  the  Building  is 
good,  and  the  Choir  neat,  and  pretty  well  kept. 

The  South  Part  of  Glamorganshire  is  pieafant,  agree¬ 
able,  and  very  populous,  infomuch  that  it  is  called 
The  Garden  of  Wales.  Its  Soil  is  fertile  and  rich,  and 
the  low  Grounds  are  fo  w’ell  covered  with  Grafs,  and 
1  Locked  with  Cattle,  that  they  fuppiy  the  City  of  Briftol 
with  Butter  in  very  great  Quantities,  falted  and  barreled 
I  up,  juft  as  Suffolk  does  the  City  of  London. 

\  Caerphyli  Caftle  in  Glamorganshire  is  one  of  the  nobleft: 

Pieces  of  Ruins  in  the  whole  Ifland.  It  was  larger  than 
any  Caftle  in  England ,  that  of  IVmdfor  excepted  ;  and, 
from  what  remains  of  it,  was  as  beautiful  in  its  Arch i- 
\  tecfure,  as  it  is  remarkable  in  its  Ruins  ;  among  which 
a  round  Tower,  f pi i t  in  the  Middle,  and  one  Half  fallen 
quite  down,  the  other  Half  leaning  fo  as  to  overhang 
its  Bafts  more  than  Nine  Feet,  is  as  great  a  Curioftty 
as  the  celebrated  leaning  Tower  of  Pifa  in  Italy, 

Neath  is  a  Port  where  the  Coal-trade  is  pretty  conu- 
derable,  though  it  Lands  up  within  Land. 

Swanzy  is  alfo  a  Sea- port,  and  a  very  conftderable 
Town  for  Trade,  with  a  very  good  Harbour.  Here 
is  alfo  a  very  great  Trade  for  Coals  and  Culm,  which 
they  export  to  all  the  Ports  of  Somer/et ,  Devon ,  and 
Cornwall ,  and  even  to  Ireland ;  fo  that  fometimes  may 
be  feen  an  hundred  Sail  of  Ships  at  a  time  loading  Coals 
here  \  which  greatly  enriches  the  Country,  and  parti- 
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cularly  this  Town ;  it  Lands  on  the  River  Twye,  or 
Taw .  ’Tis  very  remarkable,  that  molt  of  the  Rivers 
In  this  Country  chime  upon  the  Letters  T  and  T,  as 
Taaf,  Tawy ,  Tuy^  Eowy ,  Tyvy. 

There  are  lately  Mineral  Waters  found  out  at 
Swanzy ,  which  are  reported  to  be  of  great  Efficacy  in 
Fluxes  and  Haemorrhages  of  all  Sorts.  Confumptions, 
if  not  too  far  gone,  Diabetes,  Palfies,  Rheumatifms, 
Dropfies,  and  other  Diftempers,  are  faid  to  fall  before 
thefe  Styptic  and  Reflora tive  Waters.  They  may  cer¬ 
tainly  have  very  good  EffeRs  in  many  difficult  Cafes ; 
but  it  is  doing  an  Injury  to  the  Reputation  of  any  Me¬ 
dicine  in  the  Wotld,  to  make  it  a  Catholicon ,  and  good 
for  every  thing. 

Kynfig-Cajlle  is  now  the  Seat  and  Efiate  of  the  Lord 
Udanfel ,  who  has  here  alfo  a  very  noble  Income  from 
the  Collieries ;  which  formerly  denominated  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Manfel  one  of  the  richeft  Commoners  in  Wales . 
The  Family  was  ennobled  by  her  late  Majefly  Queen 
jdnne. 

In  this  Neighbourhood,  near  Margan  Mynydd ,  we 
faw  the  famous  Monument  mentioned  by  Mr.  Ca?nden , 
on  an  Hill,  with  the  Infcription,  which  the  Vulyar 
are  fo  terrified  at,  that  nobody  cares  to  read  it ;  for 
they  have  a  Tradition  from  Father  to  Son,  that  who¬ 
ever  ventures  to  read  it  will  die  within  a  Month.  We 
did  not  fcruple  the  Adventure  ;  but  when  we  came  to 
try,  the  Letters  were  fo  defaced  by  Time,  that  we 
were  effedDally  fecured  from  the  Danger  ;  the  Infcrip¬ 
tion  not  being  any  thing  near  fo  legible,  as  it  feems  it 
was  in  Mr.  Camden’s  Time. 

The  Stone  Pillar  is  about  Four  or  Five  Feet  high,  and 
one  Foot  thick,  Landing  on  the  Top  of  this  PI  ill :  there 
are  feveral  other  fucb  Monuments  in  Radnorfnire ,  and 
other  Counties  in  Wales ,  as  likewife  in  Scotland. 

Having  thus  touched  on  what  is  mofl  curious  on  this 
Coafl,  we  pafled  through  the  Land  of  Gowrs  \  and  go- 
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ing  ftill  Weft,  we  came  to  Caermarthen ,  or  Kaer- 
Vyrdhin ,  as  the  Welfh  call  it,  the  Capital  of  the  County 
of  Kaermardhinfhire. 

This  is  an  antient  and  a  very  hand/ome  Town, 
pleafantly  fituated  on  the  River  Toivy^  which  is  navi¬ 
gable  up  to  the  Town,  for  Veflels  of  a  moderate 
Burden,  and  over  which  is  a  large  Bridge.  The 
Town  is  well-built,  and  populous ;  it  is  lately  much 
increafed,  and  is  ftill  increafing  ;  and  the  Country  round 
it  is  the  moft  fruitful  of  any  Part  of  Wales ,  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  fo  through  all  the  Middle  of  the  County, 
aqd  a  great  Way  into  the  next;  nor  is  this  County 
fo  mountainous  and  wild  as  the  reft  of  this  Part  of 
Wales :  but  it  abounds  in  Corn,  and  in  fine  fiourifhing 
Meadows,  as  good  as  are  moft  in  Britain ,  and  in 
which  are  fed  a  very  great  Number  of  good  Cattle. 

The  Chancery  and  Exchequer,  for  the  South  Part 
of  the  Principality,  were  ufually  kept  at  this  Town, 
till  the  Jurifdidlion  of  the  Court  and  Marches  o tWalei 
w’as  taken  away.  This  Town  was  alfo  famous  for  the 
Birth  of  the  old  Britijh  Prophet,  Merlin ,  of  whom  fo 
many  things  are  fabled,  and  who  flourifhed  in  the  Year 
480.  and  here  alfo  the  old  Britons  often  kept  their  Par¬ 
liaments,  or  Afiemblies  of  their  wife  Men,  and  made 
their  Laws.  The  Town  was  fortified  in  former  Times, 
hut  the  Walls  are  not  to  be  feen  now,  and  fcarcely 
the  Ruins  of  them.  The  People  in  this  Town  and 
County  are  reckoned  the  wealthieft  and  politeft  in 
Wales. 

Plere  we  faw  near  Kily-Maen  Llwyd ,  on  a  great 
Mountain,  a  Circle  of  mighty  Stonbs,  very  much  like 
Stone-henge  in  Wiltjbire ,  or  rather  like  the  Rollrich 
Stones  in  Oxfordshire  ;  and  though  the  People  Call  it 
Bruarth  Arthur ,  or  King  Arthur  s  Throne ,  we  fee  no 
Reafon  to  believe,  that  it  had  any  relation  to  him. 

The  next  County,  Weft,  h  Pembroke/hire ^  the  moft 
extreme  Part  of  Wales  on  this  Side.  It  is  a  rich,  fer¬ 
tile. 


3 S°  A  TOUR  thro  Wales. 

tile,  and  plentiful  Country,  lying  on  the  Sea-coaft, 
where  it  has  the  Benefit  of  Milford- Haven,  one  of  the 
greateft  and  beft  Ports  in  Britain .  Mr.  Camden  fays, 
it  contains  16  Creeks,  Five  great  Bays,  and  13  good 
Roads  for  Shipping,  all  dift/nguifhed  as  fuch  by  their 
Names;  and,  fome  fay,  a  thoufand  Sail  of  Ships  may 
ride  in  it. 

Part  of  P embrohjhire  is  inhabited  by  the  Dependents 
of  the  Flemings ,  placed  there  by  King  Henry  I.  and  that 
County  is  called,  Little  England  beyond  Wales. 

Before  we  quitted  the  Coaft,  we  faw  Fenbigh ,  the 
mod  agreeable  Town  on  all  the  Sea-coaft  of  South - 
Wales ,  except  Pembroke ,  being  a  very  good  Road  for 
Shipping,  and  well  frequented.  Here  is  a  great  Fiftrery 
for  Herring  in  its  Seafon,  a  great  Colliery,  or  rather 
Export  of  Coals ;  and  they  alfo  drive  a  very  considerable 
T rade  to  Ireland. 

From  hence,  the  Land,  bearing  far  into  the  Sea, 
makes  a  Promontory,  called  St.  Govern' s- Head,  or  Point . 
But  as  we  found  nothing  of  Moment  there,  wa  eroded 
over  the  Ifthmus  to  Pe?nbrcke,  which  {lands  on  the  Eafi: 
Shore  of  the  great  Haven  of  Milford. 

This  is  the  largeft  and  richeft,  and  at  this  time  the 
moft  flour  (firing  Town  of  South-Wales,  except  Car¬ 
marthen,  Here  are  a  great  many  Gentlemen  and  Mer¬ 
chants,  and  fome  of  the  latter  are  Men  of  good  Bufinefs ; 
and  they  told  us,  there  were  near  200  Sail  of  Ships  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Town,  fmall  and  great:  in  a  Word,  all 
this  Part  of  Wales  is  a  rich  and  flourifhing  Country, 
very  pleafant,  fertile,  and  well  cultivated. 

This  is  the  Place  alfo  made  particularly  famous  for 
the  Landing  of  King  Henry  VII.  then  Earl  of  Rich¬ 
mond. 

From  hence,  being  refolved  to  fee  the  utmoft  Extent 
of  the  County,  W eft,  we  ferried  over  the  Haven,  and 
went  to  Haverford,  by  fome  called  Haver t f or d-Weft,  a 
County  in  itfelf ;  and  from  thence  to  St.  David's.  Ha¬ 
verford 
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verfird  is  a  good  Town,  ftrong,  well-built,  clean,  and 
populous. 

From  hence  to  St.  David’s,  the  Country  begins  to 
look  dry,  barren,  and  mountainous. 

St.  David’s  is  now  a  Bi  {hop’s  See  only,  but  was  for¬ 
merly  an  Archbifhop’s,  which  was  transferred  to  Dole 
in  Brit  any ,  where  it  ftill  remains. 

'The  venerable  Afped  of  this  Cathedral  Church  jfhews, 
that  it  has  been  a  beautiful  Building.  The  Weft-end 
or  Body  of  the  Church  is  tolerable;  the  Choir  is  kept 
neat ;  the  South  Ifte  without  the  Choir,  and  the  Virgin 
Mary’s  Chapel,  which  makes  the  Eaft-end  of  the 
Church,  are  in  a  manner  demolifhed,  and  the  Roofs 
of  both  fallen  in. 

There  have  been  a  great  many  eminent  Perfons 
bury’d  here,  beftdes  fuch  whofe  Monuments  are  defaced 
by  Time.  Here  is  St.  David’s  Monument,  to  whom 
the  Church  is  dedicated,  the  Monument  of  the  Earl  of 
Richmond,  as  alfo  of  the  famous  Owen  Tudor  :  here  are  • 
alfo  Four  antient  Monuments  of  Knights-Templars, 
known  by  their  Figures  lying  crofs- legged ;  but  their 
Names  are  not  known;  and  there  are  Six  feveral  Mo¬ 
numents  of  Bifhops,  who  preftded  over  this  Church 
befides  St.  David . 

This  Saint,  they  tell  us,  was  Uncle  to  King  Arthur ; 
that  he  lived  to  146  Years  of  Age,  being  born  in  the 
Year  496.  and  died  Anno  642.  that  he  was  Biftiop  of 
this  Church  Sixty-five  Years,  that  he  built  Twelve 
I  Monafteries,  and  performed  abundance  of  Miracles* 

There  was  a  very  handfome  Houfe  for  the  Bifhop, 
with  a  College,  all  built  in  a  Clofe  by  tnemfeives;  but 
they  are  now  in  Ruins. 

Here,  the  Weather  being  very  clear,  we  had  a  full 
View  of  Ireland ,  though  at  a  very  great  Diftance. 
The  Land  here  is  called  St.  David' s- Head.  They 
reckon  up  105  Bifhops -of  this  See,  frnce  it  began,  to 
the  Year  1751. 
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From  hence  we  turned  North,  keeping  the  Sea  in 
our  Weft  Profpedl,  and  a  rugged  mountainous  Coun¬ 
try  on  the  Eaft,  where  the  Hills  even  darkened  the  Air 
with  their  Height.  As  we  went  on,  we  palled  by 
Newport ,  on  the  River  Nevern ,  a  Town  having  a  good 
Harbour,  and  confequently  a  good  Trade  with  Ireland . 

Here  we  left  Pembrokejhire ,  and  after  about  22 
Miles  came  to  Cardigan ,  a  well-inhabited  Town,  on 
the  River  Eyvy-,  over  which  it  has  a  fair  Stone  Bridge  1 
5tis  a  very  noble  River,  and  famous  for  its  Plenty  oi  tne 
beft  and  largeft  Salmon  in  Britain . 

The  Country-people  told  us,  that  they  had  formerly 
Beavers  here,  which  bred  in  the  Lakes  among  tne 
Mountains,  and,  coming  down  the  Stream  of  Tyvy, 
dcftroyed  the  young  Fry  of  Salmon  j  and  therefore  the 
Country-people  deftroyed  them.  We  thought  they 
only  meant  the  Otter,  till  I  found  afterwards,  that 
Mr.  Camden  mentions  alfo,  that  there  had  been  Bea¬ 
vers  feen  here  formerly. 

The  Town  of  Cardigan  was  once  poftefied  by  the 
great  Robert  Fitz- Stephen,  who  was  the  firft  Briton 
that  ever  attempted  the  Conqueft  of  Ireland  \  and  had 
fuch  Succefs,  with  an  Handful  of  Men,  as  afterwards 
gave  the  Englijb  a  Footing  there,  which  they  never 
quitted,  till  they  quite  reduced  the  Country,  and  made 
it,  as  it  were,  a  Province  to  England. 

The  Town  is  large,  populous,  has  a  fair  Church, 
and  is  walled  about,  and  fortified  with  a  Caftle  ;  but 
that  Part  is  now  not  much  minded.  It  has  a  good 
Trade  with  Ireland ,  and  is  enriched  very  much,  as  is  all 
this  Part  of  the  Country,  by  the  famous  Lead-Mines, 
formerly  difcovered  by  Sir  Carbery  Price ,  which  are 
the  greateft,  and  perhaps  the  ncheft,  in  England ;  and 
particularly  as  they  require  fo  little  Labour  and  Charge 
to  come  at  the  Ore,  which  in  many  Places  lies  within 

a  Fathom  or  T wo  of  the  Surface,  and  in  fome  even 

bare 
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bare  to  the  very  Top.  There  are  alfo  Silver- Mines  in 
this  County. 

Going  North  from  the  Tyvy  about  25  Miles,  we 
came  to  Aberyftwith ,  that  is  to  fay,  the  Town  at  the 
Mouth  of  the  River  YJhvith.  It  is  a  populous,  hut  a 
dark,  fmoaky  Place ;  and  we  fanfted  the  People  looked 
as  if  they  had  lived  continually  in  Coal  or  Lead-Mines, 
(However,  they  are  rich  ;  but  have  no  Coal-pits. 

The  County  of  Cardigan  is  in  no-wife  comparable  to 
:either  of  thofe  Weljh  Counties  which  we  have  already 
pahed  through,  there  being  a  great  deal  of  barren  Lands 
in  it.  However,  it  is  fo  full  of  Cattle,  that  his  Laid  to 
be  the  Nurfery,  or  Breeding- place,  for  the  whole  King¬ 
dom  of  England ,  South  of  Trent:  but  this  is  not  a  Proof 
of  its  Fertility ;  for  though  the  Feeding  of  Cattle  in¬ 
deed  requires  a  rich  Soil,  the  Breeding  them  does  not, 
the  Mountains  and  Moors  being  as  proper  for  that  Pur- 
pofe  as  richer  Land. 

Now  we  entered  North  Wales ;  only  I  fhould  add, 
that,  as  we  palTed,  we  had  a  Sight  of  the  famous 
Plymlymon-Hill ,  out  of  the  Eaft-fide  of  which  rife  the 
Severn  and  the  Wye ,  and  out  of  the  Weft- fide  of  it  rife 
the  Ryddal  and  the  YJlwith.  This  Mountain  is  ex¬ 
ceeding  high:  but  Snowden  in  Caernarvonshire  is  by 
much  the  hlgheft  in  Wales,  or  any  other  Part  of  Great 
Britain  ;  having  an  unbounded  Profpedf  over  the  Ifle  of 
Man  into  Scotland  and  Ireland ,  and  over  the  Weljh 
Mountains  into  England.  This  Profpedt  is  only  to^  be 
ifeen  about  Simpel ,  and  then  not  often ;  many  having 
fatigued  themfelves  in  getting  to  the  T  op,  and  returned 
difappointed  by  the  Fogs  refiding  below.  Nor  is  the 
Country,  for  Twenty  Miles  round  it,  any  thing  but  a 
continued  Ridge  of  Mountains;  fo  that  for  a  few  Hays 
we  feemed  to  be  converfing  in  the  upper  Regions ;  for 
we  were  often  above  the  Clouds  a  great  W" ay  ;  and  the 
Names  of  fomeof  thefe  HI  ills  feemed  as  barbarous  to  us* 
who  fpoke  no  Weljh ,  as  the  Hills  themfelves* 
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J-affing  tbefe  Mountains  North,  we  entered  North - 
Wales ,  which  contains  the  Counties  of  Montgomery , 
Merioneth ,  Caernarvon ,  Denbcigh ,  and  Shires, 

and  the  Ifle  of  Anglefea. 

in  pafling  Montgomeryjhire ,  we  were  fo  tired  withn 
Hills  and  Mountains,  that  we  wifned  heartily  we  had! 
kept  clofe  to  the  Sea-fhore  ;  but  we  had  not  much 
mended  the  matter,  if  we  had,  as  I  underftood  after¬ 
wards.  The  River  Severn  is  the  principal  Beauty  of 
this  County,  which  rifing  out  of  the  Plymlymon  Moun-  i 
tain,  as  I  have  faid,  receives  in  a  (hort  Courfe  fo  many 
other  Rivers  into  its  Bofom,  that  it  becomes  navigable 
before  it  gets  out  of  the  County,  at  Weljh -Pool ,  on  the 
Edge  of  Shropshire. 

.Montgomery  is  a  fafhionable  place,  and  has  many 
fair  Dwellings  in  it,  and  fome  very  good  Families. 

The  Vales  and  Meadows  upon  the  Banks  of  the  Se¬ 
vern  are  exceedingly  ornamental  and  profitable;  and  ’tis 
faid,  that  the  Water  of  the  Severn ,  like  that  of  the 
Nile ,  when  it  overflows,  impregnates  the  Valleys  by 
the  Slime  it  leaves  behind  it:  all  the  Country  is  very 
fruitful,  where-ever  this  River  runs.  The  Town  of 
Montgomery  lies  not  far  from  this  River,  on  the  outer 
Edge  of  the  County,  next  to  Herefordjhire.  This  was, 
it  feems,  a  great  Frontier  Town  in  the  Wars  between 
the  Englijh  and  Weljh ,  and  was  beautified  and  fortified 
by  King  Henry  III.  but  it  is  not  now  fo  very  confider- 
able,  though  a  good  Town  Rill,  pleafantly  fituated,  and 
has  a  Caftle. 

This  County  has  been  long  noted  for  an  excellent 
Breed  of  Weljh  Horfes,  which,  though  not  very  large, 
are  exceeding  valuable,  and  much  efteemed  all  over 
England .  All  the  North  and  Weft  Part  of  the  County 
is  mountainous  and  ftony.  We  faw  a  great  many  old 
Monuments  in  this  County,  and  Roman  Camps  where- 
ever  we  came;  and  efpecially,  if  we  met  any  Perfons 

curious 
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curious  in  fuch  things,  we  found  they  had  many  Ro¬ 
man  Coins. 

Merloneihjhlre ,  or  Merionydjhire ,  lies  Wed  from 
Montgomeryshire  on  the  Ir'ijh  Sea,  or  rather  the  Ocean  ; 
for  St.  George's  Chanel  does  not  begin  till  farther  North; 
and  it  is  extended  on  the  Coad  for  near  35  Miles  in 
Length,  all  dill  mountainous  and  craggy.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  River  is  the  Tovy,  which  rifes  among  the  un¬ 
payable  Mountains,  which  range  along  the  Centre  of 
this  Part  of  Wales ,  and  which  we  look  at  with  Afto- 
nidiment,  for  their  prodigious  Height.  Some  of  the 
Hills  have  particular  Names,  but  otherwife  we  call  them 
all,  The  Black  Mountains  ;  and  they  well  deferve  the 
Name.  Some  think  his  from  the  unpayable  Mountains 
of  this  County,  that  we  have  an  old  Saying,  That  the 
Devil  lives  in  the  Middle  of  Wales ,  though  I  know 
there  is  another  Meaning  given  to  it :  in  a  word,  Mr. 
Camden  calls  thefe  Parts,  The  Alps  of  Wales. 

There  are  but  few  large  Towns  in  all  this  Part ;  nor 
is  it  very  populous ;  much  of  it  being  fcarce  habitable ; 
but  his  faid,  there  are  more  Sheep  in  it,  than  in  all 
the  red  of  Wales.  On  the  Sea-fhore,  however,  we  faw 
Harleigh ,  or  Harlech -Cafile,  which  is  dill  a  Garifon, 
and  kept  for  the  Guard  of  the  Coad ;  but  his  of  no 
1  other  Strength,  than  what  its  Situation  gives  it. 

In  the  Middle  of  thefe  vad  Mountains  (and  forming 
a  very  large  Lake  ;  viz.  near  its  fird  Sources)  rifes  the 
River  Dee ,  of  which  I  (hall  fpeak  again  in  its  proper 
Place. 

Here,  among  almod  innumerable  Summits,  and 
rifing  Peaks  of  namelefs  Hills,  we  faw  the  famous  Ka- 
der-Idricks,  which,  fome  are  of  Opinion,  isthehigheft 
Mountain  in  Britain ;  another,  called  Rarauvaur  ; 
another,  called  Mowywynda ;  and  dill  every  Hill  we 
faw  we  thought  higher  than  all  that  ever  we  had  feeh 
before. 
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We  inquired  here  after  that  Grange  Phenomenon, 
which  was  not  only  feen,  but  fatally  experienced,  by  the 
Country  round  this  Place;  namely,  of  a  livid  Fire, 
coming  off  from  the  Sea,  and  fetting  on  fire  Houfes, 
Barns,  Stacks  of  Hay  and  Corn,  and  poifoning  the 
Herbage  in  the  Field  ;  of  which  there  is  a  full  Account 
given  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadtions :  and  as  we  had 
it  confirmed  by  the  general  Voice  of  the  People,  I  fhall 
take  notice,  That  the  Tranfaffions  particularly  obferve, 
that  the  Eclipfes  of  the  Sun  in  Aries  have  been  very  fatal 
to  this  Place;  and  that  the  Years  1542*  and  1 567. 
when  the  Sun  was  eclipfed  in  that  Sign,  it  fuffered  very 
much  by  Fire  ;  and  after  the  latter  Eclipfe  of  the  Two, 
the  Fire  fpread  fo  far,  that  about  200  Houfes  in  the 
Town  and  Suburbs  of  Caernarvon  were  confirmed. 

» 

This  mountainous  Country  runs  away  North  through 
Merioneth/hire ,  and  almofi:  through  Caerna rvonjhire , 
where  Snowden-hill ,  of  a  monftrous  Height,  according 
to  its  Name,  had  Snow  on  the  Top  in  the  Beginning 
of  June ;  but  it  does  not  continue  the  Year  round, 
as  feme  have  afferted. 

Thefe  unpaffable  Heights  were  doubtlefs  the  Refuges 
of  the  Britons,  when,  in  their  continual  Wars  with  the 
Romans  and  Saxons ,  they  were  overpowered. 

That  Side  of  the  County  of  Caernarvon,  which  bor¬ 
ders  on  the  Sea,  is  not  fo  mountainous,  and  is  both 
more  fertile,  and  more  populous.  The  principal  Place 
in  this  Part  is  Caernarvon^  a  good  Town,  with  a  Caftle 
built  by  Edward  I.  to  curb  and  reduce  the  wild  People 
of  the  Mountains,  and  fecure  the  Paffage  into  Anglefea . 
That  Prince  alfo  kept  his  Court  often  here  ;  and  here 
his  Son  and  Succeffor,  Edward  II.  was  born,  who  was 
therefore  called  Edward  of  Caernarvon.  This  Edward 
was  the  firft  of  the  Sons  of  the  Kings  of  England  veiled 
with  the  Title  of  Prince  of  Wales :  and  here  were  kept 
the  Chancery  and  Exchequer  of  the  Princes  of  Wales , 
/or  the  North  Part  of  the  Principality,  as  it  was  at 
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Caermarthen  for  the  South  Part.  It  is  a  frnall,  but  ftrong 
Town,  clean  and  well-built ;  and,  confidering  the  Place, 
the  People  are  very  courteous  and  obliging  to  Strangers. 
It  is  fealed  on  the  Firth  or  Inlet  called  Meneu ,  parting 
the  Ifle  of  Anglefea ,  or  Mona ,  from  the  main  Land  ; 
and  here  is  a  Ferry  over  to  the  Ifland,  called  Aberme- 
nay- Ferry :  and  from  thence  a  dire£f  Road  to  Holyhead , 
whither  we  went  for  no  other  Purpofe,  than  to  have 
another  View  of  Ireland ;  though  we  were  difappointed, 
the  Weather  being  bad  and  ftormy. 

Whoever  travels  critically  over  thefe  Mountains  of 
South-Wales  and  Merionethjhlre ,  will  think  Stone-henge 
in  TViltJhire ,  and  Rollrich  Stones  in  Oxfordjhire ,  no  more 
Wonders,  feeing  there  are  fo  many  fuch  in  thefe  Pro¬ 
vinces,  that  they  are  not  thought  Grange  at  all;  nor 
is  it  doubted,  but  they  were  generally  Monuments  of 
the  Dead  ;  as  alfo  are  the  fingle  Stones  of  immenfe 
Bulk,  of  which  we  faw  fo  many,  that  we  gave  over 
remarking  them.  Some  meafured  from  Seven,  Eight, 
to  10,  and  One  16  Feet  high,  being  a  whole  Stone, 
but  fo  great,  that  the  moil  of  the  Wonder  is,  where 
they  were  found,  and  how  dragged  to  the  Place  ;  fince, 
befides  the  Beep  Afcents  to  fome  of  the  Hills  on  which 
they  ftand,  it  would  be  hardly  poffible  to  move  fome  of 
them  now  with  50  Yoke  of  Oxen.  And  yet  a  great 
many  of  thefe  Stones  are  found  confufedly  lying  one 
upon  another  on  the  utmofl:  Summit  or  Top  of  the 
Glyder ,  and  other  Hills  in  Merioneth  or  Caernarvonjhlre  ; 
to  which  it  is  next  to  impoffible  that  all  the  Power  of 
Art,  and  Strength  of  Man  and  Beafc,  could  carry  them  ; 
and  the  Vulgar  make  no  Difficulty  of  faying,  The  Devil 
fet  them  up  there. 

One  of  thefe  monumental  Stones  is  to  be  feena  little 
Way  from  Harlelgh-Cajlle :  it  is  a  large  Stone  lying 
Bat,  fupported  by  Three  other  Stones  at  Three  of  the 
Four  Angles,  though  the  Stone  is  rather  oval  than 
fquare  ;  it  is  almoft  1 1  Feet  long,  the  Breadth  unequal ; 
but  in  feme  Places  it  is  from  Seven  to  Eight  Feet  broad, 

and 
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and  it  maybe  fuppofed  has  been  both  longer  and  broader 
’tis  in  fome  Places  about  Two  Feet  thick,  but  in  other 
?tis  worn  almoft  to  an  Edge  by  Time.  The  Three 
Stones  that  fupport  it  are  about  20  Inches  fquare;  *ti; 
fuppofed  there  have  been  Four,  Two  of  which,  tha' 
fupport  the  thickeft  End,  are  near  Eight  Feet  high,  the 
other  not  above  Three  Feet,  being  fuppofed  to  be  fet¬ 
tled  in  the  Ground,  fo  that  the  Stone  lies  Hoping,  like 
the  Roof  of  a  Barn.  There  is  another  of  thefe  to  be 
feen  in  the  Ifle  of  Anglefea\  the  flat  Stone  is  much 
larger  and  thicker  than  this ;  but  we  did  not  go  to  fee 
it.  There  are  alfo  Two  Circles  of  Stones  in  thatlfland. 
fuch  as  Stone-henge,  but  larger. 

This  is  a  particular  kind  of  Monument,  and  therefore 
I  took  notice  of  it ;  but  the  others  are  generally  Angle 
Stones  of  vaft  Magnitude,  fet  up  on  one  End,  Column- 
wife,  which,  being  fo  very  large,  are  likely  to  remain 
till  the  End  of  Time :  but  are  generally  without  any 
Infcription,  or  regular  Shape,  or  any  Mark,  to  intimate 
for  whom,  or  for  what,  they  were  fo  placed. 

Thefe  Mountains  are  indeed  fo  like  the  Alps ,  that, 
except  the  Language  of  the  People,  one  could  hardly 
avoid  thinking  he  is  pafling  from  Grenoble  to  Sufa,  or 
rather  through  the  Country  of  the  Grifons.  T  he  Lakes 
alfo,  which  are  fo  numerous  here,  make  the  Similitude 
the  greater:  nor  are  the  Fables  which  the  Country- 
people  tell  of  thofe  Lakes  much  unlike  the  Stories 
which  we  meet  with  among  the  Switzers ,  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  Lakes  in  their  Country.  Mr.  Camden  s  Conti- 
nuator  tells  us  of  50  or  60  Lakes  in  Caernarvonfnire. 
only.  We  did  not  count  them  ;  but  I  believe,  if  we 
had,  we  fhould  have  found  them  to  be  more,  rather.; 
than  lefs. 

Here  we  meet  with  the  Char-fifh,  the  fame  Kindi 
which  we  faw  in  Lancajlnre ,  and  alfo  in  the  Lakes  oft 
Switzerland ,  and  no  where  elfe,  that  I  have  heard  of. 
In  Europe ,  The  JVelJh  call  it  the  Torgocb . 

6  In 
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>  In  a  large  Lake  in  this  County,  called  by  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  Lhyn-Tegid,  there  is  a  Fifh  taken  called  Gwiniad , 
or  frefh- water  Whiting,  which  is  not  found  in  any  other 
Water  in  Britain ,  but  is  alfo  common  in  the  Lake  of 
'Geneva,  and  fome  others  in  Switzerland.  This  Filh 
greatly  refembles  a  Whiting  in  its  outward  Appearance, 
i  but  the  Infid e  is  more  like  an  Herring.  The  River  Dee, 
which  rifes  above  this  Lake,  runs  through  it ;  yet,  it 
is  very  remarkable,  none  of  thefe  Fifh  are  ever  found 
in  the  River  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  neither  Trout  nor 
Salmon  are  ever  feert  in  this  Lake;  yet  the  River  on 
(both  Sides  abounds  with  them. 

There  is  nothing  of  Note  to  be  feen  in  the  Ide  of 
■Angle fea ,  but  the  Town  and  the  Caftle  of  Beaumaris 
which  was  alfo  built  by  King  Edward  I.  and  called 
Beau-marjh ,  or  the  fine  Plain ;  for  here  the  Country 
is  very  level  and  plain,  and  the  Land  is  fruitful  and. 
pleafant.  The  Caftle  was  very  large,  as  may  be  feen 
by  its  Remains;  and  that  it  was  ftrong,  the  Situation 
will  tell  alfo  ;  but  it  is  now  of  no  Ufe. 

As  we  went  to  Holyhead ,  by  the  South  Part  of  the 
Ifland  from  Newhorough ,  and  came  back  through  the 
Middle  by  Beaumaris ,  we  faw  the  whole  Extent  of  it* 
and  indeed  it  is  a  much  pleafanter  Country  than  any 
Part  of  North-Wales  that  we  had  yet  feen  ;  and  parti¬ 
cularly  is  very  fruitful  in  Corn  and  Cattle. 

Here  we  ciofled  the  Streight  of  JJ/feneu  again,  and 
came  to  Bangor ,  at  the  Place  where  King  Edward  I, 
untended  to  have  built  a  great  Stone  Bridge  :  but  though 
the  King  was  very  pofitive  in  his  Defign  for  a  <*rcat 
while,  yet  he  was  prevailed  with  at  laft  to  decline  it; 
poflibly  on  account  of  the  Expence. 

Bangor  is  a  Town  noted  for  its  Antiquity.  It  is  a 
JBifhop  o  See,  but  has  an  old,  mean-looking,  and  al- 
mofl  defpicable,  Cathedral  Church, 
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This  Church  boafts  of  being  one  of  the  moft  an; 
tient  in  Britain ,  the  People  fay,  the  moft  antient 
and  that  St.  Daniel  (to  whom  it  is  dedicated)  was  firi 
Bifhop  here,  in  the  Year  512.  They  allow  that  th. 
Pagans,  perhaps  of  Anglefea ,  ruined  the  Church,  an1 
poflefled  the  Bifhoprick  after  it  was  built,  for  abov 
One  hundred  Years ;  nor  is  there  any  Account  of  5 
from  the  Year  512.  to  1009.  After  this,  the  Bi 
fhoprick  was  again  ruined  by  one  of  its  own  Bifhop? 
whofe  Name  was  Bulkeley ,  who,  as  the  Monaftico. 
fays,  not  only  fold  the  Revenues,  but  even  the  ver 
Bells ;  for  which  Sacrilege,  it  is  faid,  he  was  ftruci 
blind. 

It  is  certainly  at  prefent  no  rich  Bifhoprick ;  yet  th 
Bifhops  are  generally  allowed  to  hold  fome  other  goo 
Benefice  in  Commendam ;  and  the  Preferment  feems  t 
be  a  grateful  Introduction  to  the  Clergy,  as  the  Bifhop 
are  generally  tranflated  from  hence  to  a  more  profitabll 
See. 

From  Bangor  we  went  North  (keeping  the  Sea  0; 
our  Left-hand)  to  Conway.  This  is  the  pooreft,  bu 
pleafanteft  Town  in  all  this  County  for  theBignefs  of  it: 
it  is  feated  on  the  Bank  of  a  fine  River,  which  is  nc 
only  pleafant  and  beautiful,  but  is  a  noble  Plarbourfc: 
Ships,  had  they  anyOccafion  for  them  there:  theStrear 
is  deep  and  fafe,  and  the  River  broad,  as  the  Thame 
at  Deptford :  it  only  wants  a  Trade  fuitable  to  fo  gooi 
a  Port;  for  it  infinitely  outdoes  Chejler^  and  Liverpool  toe 

In  this  Paflage,  we  went  over  the  famous  Precipic 
called  Penmaen-maur ,  which  I  think  Fame  has  mad 
abundantly  more  frightful  than  it  is ;  for  though  th 
Rock  is  indeed  very  high,  and,  if  any  one  fhould  fai 
from  it,  he  would  be  dafhed  in  Pieces,  yet,  on  theothe 
hand,  there  is  no  Danger  of  it,  a  Range  of  Stones  bein 
railed  all  the  Way,  on  the  Edge  of  the  Precipice,  to  fe 
curePaffengers  f  thofe  who  have  been  at  the  Hill  or  Pai 
o {Enter kin  in  Scotland ,  know  very  well  the  Danger  thei 
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h  much  greater  than  here ;  and  the  frequent  Lofs  of 
Lives,  both  of  Man  and  Hccfe,  will  teftify  the  fame. 

We  have  but  little  remarkable  in  the  Road  from 
Conway  to  Holywell ,  but  Crags  and  Rocks  all  along  the 
North  Shore  o f  Denbeigh,  till  we  came  to  Henbeigh^  the 
County-town,  in  which  is  a  Caftle,  formerly  of  great 
Strength,  but  now  in  Ruins.  From  the  Walls  is  a  very 
good  Profpecft  of  the  Vale  and  Sea  ;  here  is  a  good  Free- 
Grammar-fchool  for  20  Boys  well  endowed. 

From  hence  we  made  an  Excurfion  to  Ruthin  a  neat 
and  pleafant  'Town,  fituate  on  the  Banks  of  the  River 
Glixjydy  about  Five  Miles  South- eaft  of  Denbeigh.  The 
Ca file  was  formerly  of  great  Strength,  but^  is  now 
in  Ruins.  ^  Here  is  a  good  Corn-market  on  Mondays, 
The  Freefchool  is  a  very  handfome  Building,  and  was 
well  endowed  by  Gabriel  Goodman*  Dean  of  Weftmin- 
fter, ,  born  at  Llanhychan  near  this  Town.  Its  pre~ 
fent  flourifhing  Condition  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  Di¬ 
ligence  of  the  learned  Mr.  Hughes ,  the  prefent  Maffer. 

The  Town  is  large  and  populous,  and  has  a  good 
T rade  carried  on  by  Tanners  and  Glovers.  This  Town 
bears  fomething  in  its  Countenance  of  its  Neighbour¬ 
hood  to  England ;  but  that  which  was  moft  furprifin^, 
after  fuch  a  tirefomeand  fatiguing  Journey  over  the  in- 
hofpitable  Mountains  of  Merioneth  and  Caernarvon/hire , 
was,  that,  defending  now  from  the  Hills,  we  came  in¬ 
to  a  moff  pleafant,  fruitful,  populous,  and  delicious 
!  Vale,  called  the  Vale  of  Clwyd ,  from  the  River  of  the 
fame  Name,  full  of  Villages  and  Towns,  the  Fields 
fmning  with  Corn,  juft  ready  for  the  Reapers,  the 
Meadows  green  and  flowery,  and  a  fine  River,  of  a 
mild  and  gentle  Stream,  running  through  it :  nor  is  it 
a  fmall  or  cafual  Intermiflion,  but  we  had  a  Profpedt  of 
the  Country  open  before  us  for  above  20  Miles  in 
Length,  and  from  Five  to  Seven  Miles  in  Breadth,  all 
1  finding  with  the  fame  kind  of  Complexion  j  which  made 
Vo  l.  II .  R 
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us  think  ourfelves  in  England  again,  by  the  agreeable 
Change  of  Climate. 

In  this  pleafant  Vale,  turning  North  from  Denbeigh , 
and  following  the  Stream  of  the  River,  we  came  to  St. 
Jfaph ,  in  Flintjhire ,  a  fmall  City,  with  a  Cathedral,  be¬ 
ing  a  Bilhopriek  of  tolerable  good  V  alue,  though  the 
Church  is  old  :  it  is  but  a  poor  Place,  and  ill- built,  al¬ 
though  the  Country  is  fo  pleafant  and  rich  allround  it. 
There  are  fome  old  Monuments  in  this  Church  ;  but 
none  of  any  Note;  nor  could  we  read  the  IVelJh  ln- 
icriptions- 

From  hence  we  came  to  Holywell :  the  Story  of  it  is, 
that,  the  pious  Virgin  St.  Winifrld  being  ravilhed  and 
murdered,  this  healing  Water  Iprung  out  of  her  Body 
when  buried.  The  Romanijls  believe  it,  as  is  evident, 
from  their  thronging  hither  to  receive  Benefit  from  the 
healing  Virtue  of  the  Water,  which  they  do  not  hope 
for  as  medicinal,  but  as  miraculous ;  and  think  it  heals 
them  by  virtue  of  the  Tnterceffion  and  Influence  of  this 
famous  Virgin,  St.  Winifrld . 

The  Chapel  dedicated  to  this  holy  Virgin  is  cut  out 
of  a  folid  Rock,  and  Numbers  of  Pilgrims  refort  to  it, 
with  great  Devotion.  Under  this  Chapel,  the  Water 
gullies  out  into  a  great  Stream,  and  the  Place  where  it 
breaks  out,  is  formed  like  a  Bafln  or  Ciflern,  in  which 
they  bathe.  The  Water  is  intenfely  cold,  and  indeed 
rhere  is  no  great  Miracle  in  that  Point,  confidering  the 
Rocks  it  flows  from,  where  it  is  impregnated  by  divers 
Minerals;  the  Virtue  of  which,  and  not  of  the  Saint, 
I  luppofe,  works  the  greatefl  Part  of  the  Cures,  that 
may  be  thought  to  be  effected  there. 

There  is^a  neat  well-built  Town  near  the  Well, 
which  has  a  great  Market  every  Friday,  which  may  in¬ 
deed  be  (aid  to  have  rifen  from  the  Confluence  of  People 
thither;  for  almoft  all  the  Houfes  are  either  Public- 
houfes,  or  lett  into  Lodgings;  and  the  Priefiswho  attend 
here,  and  are  very  numerous,  appear  in  Difguife :  fome- 
'  times 
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times  they  are  Phyficians,  fometimesSurgeons,  fometimes 
Gentlemen,  and  fometimes  Patients,  or  any  thing  as 
Occafi0npreren  Nobody  takes  notice  of  them,  as  to 
them  Religion,  tho’  they  are  well  known,  no  not  the  R„. 

vro^rO1?  -hemfeIves  f  b'Jt  in  Private  they  have  their 
p  oper  Oratories  m  certain  Places,  whither  the  Votaries 

Proteftanf  U°W  ^  preVaiIed  fo  far>  that 

rroteftant,  let  him  Know  what  he  will,  takes  notice  of 

it,  or  inquires  whither  one  goes,  or  has  been  gone. 

1  he  principal  i  owns  in  Fiintjhirc ,  are,  r .  Flint  the 

fo  fma11,  that  ic  has  not  a  Market.  2. 

u,&  “irscf  3-  ,ta  <« 

bufor^r06™6^^  Flint-Cafih,  a  known  Place, 
out  o.  no  Confequence  now;  and  direflly  to  Wrexham 

deemed  the Jargeft  Town  in  Nortb-TValelhmne,  heard 

■  uc  of  a  fine  Church  there  ;  but  we  were  greatly  d;f- 

appointed.  There  is  indeed  a  very  large  Tower  or 
Steeple,  as  forne  call  it,  adorned  with  Imagery ;  but  far 

from  fine  :  the  Work  is  mean,  the  Statues  without  anv 
Fancy  or  spirit ;  and  as  the  Stone  is  of  a  redilh,  crum- 
bling  Kind,  like  the  Cathedral  at  Chejier. ,  Time  has 
made  it  look  grols  and  rough. 

There  are  a  great  many  antient  Monuments  in  this 
Church,  and  in  the  Churchyard  alfo;  but  none  of  Note; 
and  almolt  ah  the  Infcriptions  are  in  JVelJh.  The  Church 
is  large;  but  they  muft  be  much  midaken,  who  tell  us 
tis  one  of  the  fined:  in  Britain ;  for  it  falls  fhort  in  that 
refpe£t,  even  of  thofe  Churches  which  areas  old  as  itfelf 
rhisl  own  ,s  large,  well-built,  and  populous;  and 
Fefides  the  Church,  there  areTwo  large Meeting-houfes, 
m  one  of  which,  we  were  told,  they  preach  in  Weljh  one 
Part  of  the  Dry,  and  in  Englijh  the  other.  Here  is  a 
great  Market  for  Flannel,  which  theFaflors  buy  up  of 
the  poor  Weljh  People,  whomanufa&ure  it ;  and  thence 
it  is  lent  to  London \  and  is  a  confiderable  Manufadure 

&  2  through 
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through  all  this  Part  of  the  Country,  by  which  the 
Poor  are  very  profitably  employed. 

We  could  not  omit  feeing  the  once  famous  Bangor. ± 
which  Malmfbury  confounds  with  the  epifcopal  Banger ; 
and  were  pleafed  to  fee  there  a  fine  Stone  Bridge  over 
the  Dee.  This  was  once  a  City,  and  the  Monaftery  was 
fo  famous,  that  in  the  Time  of  the  Britijb  Kings  it  was 
faid  to  contain  2400  Monks,  who  in  their  Turns  (viz. 
100  each  Hour  of  the  24)  reading  Prayers  and  Tinging 
Pfalms  continually.  Divine  Service  was  performed  Day 
andNight  without  Intermiffion.  But  now  not  To  much  as 
the  Ruins  are  to  be  feen  :  and 2s  all  the  People  in  the  little 
Village,  that  takes  place  of  it,  fpoke  JVelJb,  we  could 
find  nobody  that  could  give  us  any  Intelligence.  So  ef¬ 
fectually  had  Time  erafed  the  very  Foundations  of  the 
Place. 

This  is  faid  to  be  the  Birth-place  of  that  Arch-heretic 
Pelaglus ,  who  from  hence  began  to  broach  his  heretical 
Opinions,  which  afterwards  fo  terribly  overfpread  the 
Church.  Camden  obfervcs,  that  this  Bangor  is  fituated 
in  the  County  of  Flint. 

But  before  I  have  intirely  done  with  the  Principality, 
give  me  leave  to  obferve  briefly  a  few  things  with  rela¬ 
tion  to  this  Journey,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  Wales. 

Tho’  this  Journey,  and  efpecially  over  fuch  monftrous 
Hills  and  Precipices,  as  thofe  in  Merioneth ,  and  fome  other 
Shires,  was  a  little  heavy  to  us,  yet  were  we  well  fupport- 
ed  thro’  it ;  for  we  generally  found  their  Provifions  very 
good  and  cheap,  and  pretty  good  Accommodations  in  the 
Inns. 

The  Weljh  Gentlemen  are  very  hofpitable ;  and  the 
People  in  general  very  obliging  and  converfable,  efpecially 
to  Strangers.  When  we  let  them  know  we  traveled 
merely  in  Curiofity  to  view  the  Country,  their  Civility 
was  heightened  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  nothing  could  be 
mg:e  friendly  j  and  they  were  willing  to  tell  os  every 

7  thing 
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thing  that  belonged  to  their  Country,  and  to  (hew  us 
all  that  we  defired  to  fee. 

They  value  themfelves  much  upon  their  antient  He¬ 
roes,  as  CarafiacuSy  Owen  ap  Tudor ,  Prince  Lewellin  ; 
and  particularly  upon  the  Antiquity  of  their  Families  ; 
and  laugh  at  a  Pedigree  that  cannot  be  traced  higher  than 
the  Conqueft.  It  muft  be  owned,  that  the  Gentlemen 
juftly  claim  a  very  antient  Defcent,  and  have  preferved 
their  Families  intire  for  many  Ages.  They  receive  you 
well  into  their  Hou/es,  treat  you  very  handfomely,  are 
very  generous ;  and,  indeed,  nothing  is  wanting  with- 
in-doors ;  and,  what  is  more,  they  have  generally  very 
good  Eflates  to  fupport  their  Hofpitality;  but  they  are 
very  jealous  of  Affronts,  and  foon  provoked  to  Anger, 
which  is  feldom  allayed  without  Satisfaction  ;  and  then 
they  become  as  foon  reconciled  again. 

I  will  now  put  an  End  to  this  Letter^  with  a /Turing 
you,  that  I  a  hi,  &c. 
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CONTAINING 


A  Defcription  of  Part  of  Cheshire, 
Shropshire,  Staffordshire, 
Warwickshire,  Northamp¬ 
tonshire,  Nottinghamshire, 
and  Leicester  shire. 

S  J  X, 

Continued  at  Chefler  for  tome  time,  ex¬ 
cept  that  I  made  Two  or  Three  Excur* 
Rons  into  the  neighbouring  Country, 
and  particularly  into  that  Part  of  Sbrcp- 
/hire  which  I  had  not  viewed  as  I  went ; 
4  as  alfo  into  the  North  and  North-weft 
Parts  of  Chejh'tre.  But  Ifhould  iirft  acquaint  you,  that 
Malpas,  through  which  I  came  from  Wales,  is  Situate 
on  an  high  Hill,  and  was  formerly  ftrengthened  by  a 
Caftle,  which  is  now  in  Ruins.  The  Church  is  a  ftately 
Building,  and  ftands  on  the  mofl  eminent  Part  of  the 
Town  :  it  has  1  wo  Re£tors,  who  do  Duty  alternately. 
I  he  1  own  conhfts  of  i  hree  Streets,  and  is  well  paved ; 
has  a  good  Market,  a  Grammar- fchool,  and  an  Ho- 
fpitaj. 
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The  firft  Trip  I  made,  was  into  the  Cejlrica  Cherfo- 
mfas,  as  I  think  we  may  properly  call  it:  it  is  bounded 
by  the  Two  great  Firths,  or  Arms  of  the  Sea,  the  one 
called  the  Mouth  of  the  Dee ,  and  the  other  of  the  Two 
Rivers  Merfey  and  Weaver ,  which  form  it  into  a  Pen- 
in  Tula.  It  is  about  16  Miles  long,  Six  or  Seven  over, 
and  has  not  One  Market-town  in  it,  though  it  is  ex¬ 
ceeding  rich  and  fertile;  occasioned  poftibly  by  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Two  fuch  great  Towns  as  Cbejler 
and  Liverpool * 

Going  down  from  Chejler ,  by  the  Rhode  as  they 
call  it,  that  is,  the  Marfhes  of  the  River  Dee,  and 
coafting  the  River  after  it  is  grown  broader  than  the 
Marfhes,  the  firft  Place  of  any  Note  which  we  come 
to  is  NeJJon ,  where,  in  the  late  Irijh  War,  moil  of  the 
Troops  embarked  for  that  grand  Expedition:  from 
hence  the  Veffels  go  awav  to  Highlake ,  where  they  ride 
fefe  in  their  Way,  as  the  Ships  from  London  lie  in  the 
Downs ,  till  the  Wind  prefents  for  their  refpe&ive  Voy¬ 
ages. 

Rut  to  return  to  Chejler:  It  is  a  fine  old  City  and 
Colony  of  the  Romans  ;  and  many  Antiquities  have 
been  found  in  it :  nay,  it  is  evident  from  the  Infcrip- 
tions  of  feveral  Altars  and  Coins  found  in  and' about 
this  City,  with  the  Names  and  Titles  of  Julius  Jgri- 
cola ,  See .  that  the  Legio  XX.  called  VUlrix,  •  was  here 
j  quartered.  The  Wall,  which  furrounds  the  City,  is 
T wo  Miles  in  Circumference,  affording  a  delightful 
Walk  round,  and  faid  to  be  built  by  the  noble  ''Mer¬ 
cian  Lady  Edeljleda ,  in  the  Year  90S.  Chejler  has 
Nine  Churches,  including  the  Cathedral,  which  is  a 
Pile  venerable  for  Antiquity,  but  in  no  extraordinary 
Condition.  There  are  Shadows  of  many  Pictures  on 
the  Wall,  but  defaced.  At  the  Weft-end,  in  Niches, 
are  fome  Images  of  the  Earls  Palatine  of  Chejler.  Ti  e 
adjoining  Abbey  is  quite  ruined.  The  Walls  round  the 
City  are  kept  in  very  good  Repair,  at  the  Charge  of  the 
Corporation,  and  afford  a  pleafant,  airy  Walk.  The 
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Exchange  is  a  neat  Building,  fijpported  by  Cehirnns  i  5 
i'eet  high,  of  one  Stone  each.  Over  it  is  the  City-hal\ 
a  well-contrived  Court  of  judicature.  The  Cattle  was 
ormerly  the  Palace,  where  the  Earls  attembled  their  Par- 
itaments,  and  ena£led  Laws  independent  of  the  Kinovs 
of  England*)  determ  ning  all  Caufes  themfelves.  It  has 
always  a  Garifon  kept  in  it.  The  Piazzas,  or  &ws9 
a 5  t  iey  call  them,  do  not,  in  my  Opinion,  add  any 
*  ,nS  t0  Beauty  of  the  Ci‘y  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
L]  vt  to  make  it  look  both  old  and  indifferent.  Thefe 
are  certain  long  Gallerie%  up  one  Pair  of  Stairs, 
^viuch  run  along  the  Side  of  the  Streets,  before  all  the 
-ioules,  though  joined  to  them;  and,  as  is  pretended, 
o*ey  are  to  keep  the  People  dry  in  walking  along.  1'his 
they  do  indeed  effectually;  but  then  they  take  away  alt 
the  \  lew  of  the  Houfes  from  the  Street ;  nor  can  a 
Stranger,  in  his  Riding  through  Chefter ,  fee  any 
oh  ops  in  the  City  :  befides,  they  make  the  Shops  them- 
elves  dark^and  the  Way  in  them  is  dark,  dirty,  and 
3jrf  !en*  Chcfter  fends  1  wo  Members  to  Parliament. 

I  ne  belt  Ornament  of  the  City  is,  that  the  Streets 
are  very  oroad  and  fair,  and  run  through  the  whole  City 
in  ttrait  Lines,  eroding  in  the  Middle  of  it,  as  at  Chi- 
cnefter. '  The  Walls  afford  a  very  pleafant  Walk,  as  I 
have  laid,  round  the  City,  and  within  the  Battlements, 
from  whence  you  may  fee  the  circumjacent  Country, 
and  particularly  on  the  Side  of  the  Rhoodee,  which  is  a 
hne  large  low  Green,  on  the  Bank  of  the  Dee,  which 
ll*  jnter  is  often  under  W ater  by  the  Inundations  of 

w  n  VCJV-  Bey°nd  ^?00^ee'>  may  be  feen  from  the 
alls  of  Chejler  the  County  of  Flinty  and  the  Moun¬ 
tains  of  Wales. 

The  Cattle  is  a  good  firm  Building,  and  ttrong, 
£ot  fortified  with  many  Outworks.  ’Tis  fafd 
this  Cattle  was  built,  or  at  leaft  repaired,  by  Hugh 
Lupus,  the  famous  Earl  of  Chefter ,  Nephew  to  JVilliam 
tlx  Conqueror ,  as  was  alfo  the  Church  ;  the  Body  of 
whom  was  lately  (in  the  Year  1 723.)  difeovered,  as  is 

fuppofed. 
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fuppofed,  in  an  old  ruinous  Building,  called,  The  Chap¬ 
ter- houfe. 

It  was  fir  ft  wrapped  in  Leather,  and  then  inclofed  in 
a  Stone  Coffin.  1  he  Skull  and  all  the  Bones  were  very 
frefih,  and  in  their  proper  Pofition  ;  and,  what  is  more 
remarkable,  the  String  which  tied  the  Ankles  together 
was  whole  and  intire,  although  it  was  then  upwards  of 
650  Years  fince  the  Interment. 

Chefer  is  but  a  modern  Bilhoprick,  being  fo  made 
in  the  A  ear  15:41.  when  King  Henry  VIII.  divided  it 
from  Lichfield.  They  tell  us,  that  King  Edgar ,  who 
conquered  all  this  Part  of  Britain ,  and  was  rowed  up 
the  Dee ,  in  his  Royal  Barge,  by  Seven,  or,  as  fome 
fay,  Eight,  Kings,  himfelf  fleering  the  Helm,  founded 
the  great  Church,  which,  Lupus  finifhed  and  endowed. 

Here  is  a  noble  Stone- Bridge  over  the  Dee ,  very  high 
and  ftrong-buiit  ;  and  his  needful  it  fhould  be  fo ;  for 
the  Dee  is  a  moil  furious  Stream  at  fome  Seafons,  and 
brings  a  vaft  W  eight  of  Water  with  it  from  the  Moun¬ 
tains  of  Wales. 

Chefer  has  long  given  Title  of  Earl  to  the  Prince  of 

Wales . 

Chef  er  was  formerly  an  Harbour  for  Shipping  ;  but 
the  Sea  had  long  ago  withdrawn  itfeff  ;  and  'the  River 
Dee  was  fo  choaked  up,  that  Veflels  of  Burden  could 
not  come  within  fome  Miles  of  it;  fo  that  an  Ad  of 
Parliament  pafTed  in  the  Year  1732.  for  rendering  it 
navigable.  And,  in  purfuance  thereof,  the  Under¬ 
takers  railed  a  Sum  of  47,830/.  which  they  have  ex¬ 
pended  in  cutting  and  perfecting  a  new  Chanel  for  the 
River  Dee^  of  near  10  Miles  in  Length,  and  in  making 
proper  Dams  and  Sluices,  into  which  they  have  turned 
the  faid  River ;  fo  that  it  is  actually  navigable  at  this 
time  for  Ships  and  Veftelsof  confiderable  Burdens  to  the 
Quay,  or  Key,  of  Chefer ,  where  they  load  and  un¬ 
load  Goods  and  Merchandize.  This  Succefs  encouraged 
the  Undertakers  to  apply  to  Parliment  (1740-1.)  for 
•luither  Powers  to  complete  the  fame,  and  for  unitins' 
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the  faid  Undertakers  into  a  Company  for  that  laudable 
Purpofe. 

7  his  County,  though  fo  remote  from  London ,  is  one 
c>f  thofe  which  contributes  much  to  its  Support,  as  well 
as  to  that  of  feveral  other  Parts  of  England ,  by  its  ex¬ 
cellent  Cheefe,  which  they  make  here  in  fuch  Quan¬ 
tities,  that,  as  I  am  told  from  very  good  Authority,  the 
City  of  London  alone  takes  off  14-5000  Tons  every  Year} 
befides  vail  Quantities  which  they  fend  to  Briflol  and 
York  \  and  alfo  to  Scotland  and  Ireland ;  fo  that  the 
Quantity  of  Cheefe  made  here  muff  be  prodigiouily 
great.  Indeed  the  whole  County  is  employed  in  it,  and 
Part  of  its  Neighourhood  too  5  for  though  it  goes  by 
the  Name  of  Che/hire  Cheefe ,  yet  great  Quantities  of  it 
are  made  in  fuch  Parts  of  Shropjhire ,  Staffer  dfidre  and 
Lancajhire ,  as  border  upon  Chejhire. 

This  Soil  is  extraordinarily  good,  and  the  Grafs  has 
a  peculiar  Richnefi  in  it,  which  difpofes  the  Kine  to 
give  a  great  Quantity  of  Milk,  which  is  very  fweet  and 
good ;  and  this  Cheefe  Manufacture  increafes  every 
Day,  raiies  the  Value  of  the  Lands,  and  encourages  the 
Farmers  to  keep  vaft  Stocks  of  Cows  ;  which  of  them- 
felves,  contribute  to  improve  and  enrich  the  Land. 

While  we  were  Rationed,  as  I  may  fay,  at  Chefter,  I 
made  a  Trip  to  feveral  Places  round  it }  and  particularly 
to  the  fine,  old  Seat  of  the  Earl  of  JVarrington ,  and  the 
fpacious  Foreft  o k Delamere^  which  gives  T  itle  of  Baron 
to  that  noble  Family.  They  fay  here  was  formerly  an 
©Id  City,  now  called  the  Chamber  on  the  For eft ,  probably 
feme  Fort  or  Camp  to  fecure  the  Road.  From  hence 
Is  fo  fine  a  ProfpeCf  of  the  JVeljh  Mountains,  that  I  ne¬ 
ver  before  beheld  fuch  a  noble  Scene  of  Nature.  This 
Foreft  is  noted  for  great  Plenty  of  Red  and  Fallow 
Deer,  and  is  a  great  Relief,  for  Fifh,  Fowl,  and  Turf, 
to  the  neighbouring  Towns,  whereof  there  are  a  great 
many  final!  ones  about  this  Foreft,  and  through  the 
upper  Part  of  it  the  Weaver  takes  its  Courfe.  The 
chief  I  own  hereabout  is  Frodejham^  formerly  famous 
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for  a  Cadle,  and  the  Seat  of  the  Family  of  the  Sa¬ 
vages,  which  however  is  but  a  mean  Market-Town. 
Near  this  Place  is  alfo  the  famous  Seat  of  Rock- Savage, 

\  built  on  the  Afcent  of  an  Hill  belonging  to  the  fame 
I  Family,  whereof  the  lad  was  the  late  Earl  Rivers. 

On  the  South-fide  of  the  Park  dands  Beeflon  Cadle, 
j  upon  an  Hill  environed  with  Mountains,  and  yet  over¬ 
looks  almoff  the  whole  County.  It  is  very  drong,  co¬ 
vers  a  great  Extent  of  Ground,  and  is  adorned  with 
many  T  owers.  It  gives  Name  to  an  antient  Family 
i  in  this  County. 

From  Chejier  we  kept  dire&Iy  on  Ead  to  Middle- 
j  wich,  a  large  Market-town,  with  a  fpacious  Church, 

;  but  chiefly  noted  for  making  Salt;  where  are  Two  ex- 
|  cellent  Brine-feeths. 

W e  followed  the  Weaver  directly  North  to  Northwich 9 
alfo  famous  for  Brine -fprings,  and  for  m  iking  great 
Quantities  of  the  fined:  Salt,  by  boiling  the  Water  in 
large  Iron  Pans  of  fmall  Depth.  As  fad  as  the  Salt 
cryftallizes,  they  rake  it  out,  and  dry  it  in  wicker  Bas¬ 
kets  of  a  conic  Form.  The  Duty  it  brings  in  is  very 
con  fid  erable. 

Within  thefe  64  Years*  on  the  South-fide  of  the' 
Town,  they  difeovered  a  great  many  Mines  of  Rock- 
falt,  which  they  continually  dig  up,  and  fend  in  great 
Lumps  to  the  maritime  Ports,  where  it  isdiflblved,  and 
made  into  eating  Salt.  We  were  let  down  by  a* 
Bucket  150  Feet  deep  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Salt-quarry* 
a  mod  pleafant  fubterraneous  Profpe$,  looking  like  a 
Cathedral  fupported  by  Rows  of  Pillars*  and  Roof  of 
Cryftal,  all  of  the  fame  Rock,  transparent  and  glitter¬ 
ing  from  the  numerous  Candles  of  the  Workmen,  la¬ 
bouring  with  their  Steel  Pick-axes  in  digging  it  away  0 
This  Rock- work  extends  to  fevera!  Acres. 

At  Lawton-yeates  they  bore  -60  Yards  deep  for  the 
Salt- spring;  at  HaJJai  47;  at  V/heehck  18  $  about 
Middlewich  le£s  5  at  Northwich  it  rifes  to  open  Day 4  . 
Which  Teems  to  intimate^  that  the  Sak-fpr  ing  runs  be- 
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tween  Layers  of  the  Earth  in  an  horizonal  Line.  Up- 
on  Boring,  it  rifes  with  great  Impetuofity,  fo  that  the 
workmen  have  fcarce  time  to  get  out  of  the  Wells. 
This  is  all  along  the  Side  of  a  Brook  that  comes  from  a 
remarkable  Hill  called  Mawcop ,  upon  the  Edge  of  Staf- 
fordjhtre  ;  fo  that  the  Ground  rifes  above  the  true  Level- 
in  the  mentioned  Proportion. 

rrom  Northwicb  we  traveled  North-eaft,  and  came 
to  Knutsford ,  a  good  Town,  and  finely  fituated.  A 
Biook  runs  through  it,  and  divides  it  info  Two.  It 
has  a  Market  and  Town-houfe,  and  a  pretty  good 
parochial  Church. 

Altringbarmw^  Stockport^  Two  fmall  Market-towns, 
lie  higher  up  Northward,  the  ftrft  near,  and  the  other 
upon,  the  Borders  of  Lsncajhire . 

Stockport  is  a  Town  of  good  Entertainment,  lying 
m  a  Valley  by  the  River  Me r fey  :  the  Bridge  over  this 
River  was  blown  up,  to  prevent  the  Retreat  of  the  Re¬ 
bels  in  1745.  fo  that  the  King’s  Forces,  in  Purfuit  of 
them,  were  obliged  to  ford  it  up  to  their  Middles;  and 
the  Soldiers  Wives  did  the  fame. 

I  referve  to  another  Place  the  Account  of  the  Rife, 
Progrefs,'  and  Extinction  of  that  Rebellion. 

Macclesfield  is  fituate  by  the  River  Bollen ,  in  the 
Fore  .ft  of  the  lame  Name,  a  Town  of  great  Antiquity, 
and  very  fair  and  fpacious.  ’Tis  under  the  Govern¬ 
ment  ol  a  Mayor,  and  enjoys  many  particular  Privi- 
vi’eges  by  virtue  of  the  Court  and  Liberties  of  the  Foreft. 
It  h  s  a  good  Church,  and  a  College  adjoining  to  it,  in 
wnich  are  buried  a  great  many  of  the  Family  of  the 
Savages :  and  here  is  alfo  a  good  Freefehool,  and  a 
thriving  Manufacture  of  Mohair  Buttons. 

1'rom  hence  we  turned  about,  and  came  South- weft 
to  Congleton,  near  the  Borders  of  Staffbrdjhire.  The 
Middle  of  this  Town  is  watered  by  the  little  Brook 
How/y  ;  the  Eaft-fide  by  the  leaning  Schow ;  and  the 
North  by  the  Dan .  Altho’,  in  Confideration  of  its 
Populoufnefs  and  Trade  (Part  of  which  is  in  Gloves 

and 
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and  Mohair  Buttons),  it  is  governed  by  a  Mayor  and 
Six  Aldermen,  yet  it  has  only  one  Chapel  in  it,  and  that 
intirely  of  W ood,  excepting  the  Choir,  and  a  little 
Tower.  It  has  a  very  plentiful  Market;  and  is  well 
watered,  as  I  have  obferved,  on  all  Sides. 

After  palling  the  Bollen ,  we  fee  on  every  Side  in  the 
large  Foreft  of  Macclesfield  the  Pits  where  they  die ? 
Turf  in  Squares,  like  Bricks ;  and  in  thefe  Pits  nothing 
is  more  common  than  to  fee  Fir-trees  buried  from  i  o 
to  20  Feet  deep,  which  the  Men  who  work  here,  dice 
up  for  various  Ufes  ;  but  chiefly  for  Splinters,  which 
are  very  refinous,  and  when  lighted  ferve  the  Poor  for 
Candles. 

.  ^  proceeded  to  the  Miarket-town  of  Sartdbach ,  which 
is  delightfully  fituated  on  a  Branch  of  the  Weaver.  It 
has  a  fair  Church,  and  in  the  Market-place  Hand  Two 
Crofles  of  Stone,  with  the  Hiftory  0f  Cbrift’s  Paflion 
engraven  on  them.  The  Ale  here  is  defervedly  famed. 

From  Sandbach  we  went  on  Southward,  and  came  to 
the  great  London  Road  at  Namptwich ,  which  ftands  up- 
on  it.  This  Town  is  well-built,  and  the  Streets  look 
fair,  having  a  great  many  Gentlemens  Houfes  in  them. 
The  Church  is  a  noble  Edifice  in  the  Form  of  a  Crofs, 
with  the  Steeple  riling  from  the  Middle  ;  but  the  Main¬ 
tenance  of  the  Minifter  is  mean  and  pitiful.  The  In¬ 
habitants  are  rich,  and  carry  on  a  good  Trade  in  mod 
Sorts  of  Commodities,  but  principally  in  making  Salt 
and  Cheefe,  the  latter  exceeding  all  that  is  made  in  the 
County,  as  the  Soil  this  Wav  is  efleemed  the  bell,  and, 
as  *tis  faid,  was  called  by  King  Edward  I.  The  Vale 
|  Royal. 

Thus  having  made  my  Circuit  round  the  County,  I 
fhall  go  from  hence  South  to  Whitchurch  in  Shropjhire . 
But  I  muft  firft  note  Two  things  of  Chejhire  :  i.  That 
there  is  no  Part  of  England  where  there  are  equal 
Numbers  of  Gentry,  of  luch  ant'ent  Extradiion  :  Mr. 
i  Camden  is  very  particular  in  their  Names  and  Descents, 
to  whom  therefore  I  mud  refer.  2.  That  it  is  a  County 
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Palatine ,  and  has  been  fo  for  many  Ages;  and  its  Go¬ 
vernment  is  diftindf  from  any  other,  and  very  parti¬ 
cular  ;  it  is  adminiftred  by  a  Chamberlain ,  a  Judge  Spe¬ 
cial,  who  is  called  Chief  Juftice  of  CheJlerT  a  Puifny, 
Judge ,  Three  Sergeants  at  Law,  a  Sheriff,  an  Efr 
cheator ,  and  all  proper  and  ufual  fubordinate  Officers  ; 
and  the  Jurifdidlion  of  all  thele  Offices  is  kept  up  and 
preferved  very  ilriddy. 

The  firft  Town  we  came  to  in  Shropfbire,  called- 
Whitchurch ,  is  a  pleafant,  large,  and  populous  Town, 
and  has  a  very  good  Church,  in  which  is  the  famous 
Monument  of  the  great  John  Talbot ,  hrft  Earl  of 
Shrew/bury,  who  was  called  in  his  Time  the  Englifh 
Achilles,  and  who  was  fo  renowned  in  the  Wars 
in  France ,  that  no  Man  in  that  Kingdom  dared  to  en¬ 
counter  him  fingle- handed.  He  had  engraven  on  one 
Side  of  his  Sword,  in  rude  Latin ,  Sum  L albeit ;  and  on 
the  Reverfe,  Pro  vincere  inimicos  mens.  His  Epitaph  is 
as  follows: 

ORATE  PRO  ANIMA  PRTNOBIIJS 
DOMINI,  DOMINI  IQHANNIS  TALBOTT, 
QVONDAM  COMITIS  SALOPLT,  DOMINI 
TALBOTT,  DOMINI  FVRNIVALL,  DO¬ 
MINI  VERDON,  DOMINI  STRANGE  DEi 
BLACKMERE,  ET  MARESCHALLI  FRAN¬ 
CE®,  QVI  OBIIT  IN  BELLO  APVD  BVR- 
DEWS  VII.  IVLII  MCCCCLIII.  j 

This  Town  has  a  good  Market,  and  a  great  many 
Gentry  near  it,  whereof  fome  are  Roman- catholics. 
They  tell  us,  that  this  Town,  when  King  Charles  I. 
removed  his  Standard  from  Nottingham  to  Shrcwfiury9 
raif-d  a  whole  Regiment  for  his  Service. 

From  hence  we  turned  South,  and  paffing  by  Wem9 
the  Title  given  by  King  James  II.  to  his  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  Jeff  tries)  thence  we  came  to  Elfmere ,  whicli 
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gives  Title  of  Baron  to  the  Duke  of  Bridgwater ,  and 
is  famous  for  a  great  Lake  or  Mere,  which  gives  the 
Town  its  Name,  and  which  the  People  pretend  has  in 
fome  Places  no  Bottom.  This  is  remarkable  for  eood 
Fifh.  & 

Clofe  by  the  Side  of  this  Mere  is  an  antient  Seat  of 
1  the  Kynajlons:  the  Houfe  appears  to  be  very  old,  and 
I  &mds  low  ;  but  the  Park  is  a  very  fine  one,  having  the 
1  greateft  Quantity  of  the  largeft  Elm-trees  perhaps  to  be 
*  feen  in  any  Part  of  England ;  and,  fome  few  Years 
i  fince,  it  was  as  well  flocked  with  Oaks ;  but  as  I  was 
1  informed  by  a  neighbouring  Gentleman,  there  had  been 
Eight  thoufand  Pounds  worth  of  Timber  fold  a  few 
'Years  ago. 

And  farther  on,  Well,  on  the  Confines  of  Denheigh- 
fi'tre ,  ftands  Qfwejtry ,  a  Bailiwick  Market- town,  for¬ 
merly  famous  for  the  Sale  o UVelJh  Cottons  and  Flan¬ 
nels,  but  now  only  for  the  laft ;  and  of  thefe  there  are 
not  many  at  prefent  exported  ;  fo  that  there  is  fcarce 
any  Trade  in  the  Town  ;  nor  is  there  one  tolerable 
Houfe  to  entertain  Travelers,  fo  that  we  were  obliged  * 
to  feek  for  better  Quarters.  The  Town  is  inclosed 
with  a  Wall,  and  a  Ditch,  and  fortified  with  a  Cafde; 
and  has  a  good  Church  without  the  Gate,  covered 
with  Lead.  From  hence  we  came  the  fame  Night  to 
Shrew/bury. 

Shrew/bury  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  built  our  of  the 
Ruins  of  the  antient  Uriconium.  In  the  Reign  of  Wit- 
liam  the  Conqueror ,  Roger  Earl  of  Montgomery  built  a 
'  Caftle  here,  on  the  North-fide,  and  a  (lately  Abbey, 
icalled  St.  Giles’s^  ox  The  Holy-Crofs ,  at  the  Eaft-end 
(of  great  Note  for  being  the  Repofttory  of  St.  TEinifrid? % 
Body),  fome  Ruins  of  which  are  ftill  to  be  feen.  It  is 
a  beautiful,  large,  pleafant,  populous,  and  rich  Town; 
full  of  Gentry,  and  of  Trade  too;  for  here  is  a  great  Ma¬ 
nufacture,  as  well  of  Flannel  as  of  white  Broad-cloth* 
which  enriches  all  the  Country  round  it. 
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The  Severn  in  part  furrounds  this  Town,  juft  as  the- 
Thames  does  the  Jjle  of  Dogs  ;  fb  that  it  makes  the  Form 
of  an  Horfe-fhoe.  Over  it  are  Two  fine  Stone  Bridges, 
upon  one  of  which  is  built  a  very  noble  Gate,  and, 
over  the  Arch  of  the  Gate,  the  Statue  of  the  great  Llew- 
ellin ,  the  Idol  of  the  IVelJh ,  and  their  laft  Prince  of 
Wales ;  this  being  the  Place  where  the  anrient  Princes 
of  Powis-land ,  or  North-Wales,  kept  their  Refidence. 

This  is  really  a  Town  of  Mirth  and  Gallantry, 
fbmething  like  Bury  in  Suffolk,  or  Durham  in  the 
North,  but  much  bigger  than  either  of  them,  or  in¬ 
deed  than  both  together. 

Over  the  Market-houfe  is  kept  a  kind  of  Hall  for1: 
the  Manufactures,  which  are  fold  here  weekly  in  very 
great  Quantities  :  they  (peak  all  Englijh  in  the  Town, , 
but  on  a  Market-day  you  would  think  you  were  in:: 
Wales. 

Here  is  the  largeft  Market,  the  greateft  Plenty  ofi 
good  Provifions,  and  the  cheapeft,  that  is  to  be  met 
with  in  all  the  Weftern  Part  of  England.  The  Severn. 
fuppiies  them  here  with  excellent  Salmon  ;  but  ’tis  alfa 
brought  in  great  Plenty  from  the  Dee ,  which  is  not  fan 
off,  and  abounds  with  a  very  good  Kind,  and  is  ge^ 
nera.lly  larger  than  in  the  Severn.  As  an  Example  of; 
the  Cheapness  of  Provifions,  we  paid  here,  in  a  public 
Inn,  but  a  Groat  a  Night  for  Hay,  and  Six-pence  a 
Peck  for  Oats,  for  our  Horfes,  which  is  cheaper  thani 
we  found  it  in  the  cheapeft  Part  of  the  North  of  Eng- 
land ;  ail  our  other  Provifions  were  in  proportion  ;  and 
there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Cheapnefs  of  Provifions,  joined 
to  the  Pleafantnefs  and  Healthinefs  of  the  Place,  draws 
a  great  many  families  hither,  who  love  to  live  within, 
the  Compafs  of  their  Eftates. 

I  he  Market-days  are  Wednefday  and  Saturday  ;  be— 
Tides  a  great  Market  on  Thurfdays ,  folely  foi  the  Traf- 
fick  of  Weljh  Cloth,  carried  on  by  the  Company  of’ 
Drapers  of  this  Towns  and  Six  annual  Fairs,  held! 
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June  22.  Aug.  1.  Sept.  2i.  JCW.  i.  JVednefday  after 
E after  Week,  and  JVednefday  before  JVhitfiuntide . 

Mr.  Camden  calls  it  a  City  :  and  ’tis  indeed  equal  to 
feveral  good  Cities  in  England, ,  and  fuperior  to  fome„. 
Near  this  Place  was  fought  the  bloody  Battle  between 
Henry  Hotfpur  and  Henry  IV.  King  of  England ,  in 
which  the  former  was  killed,  and  all  his  Army  over¬ 
thrown  ;  and  the  Place  called  Battle-field  to  this  Day. 

Here  are  Five  Churches,  Two  of  them  with  lofty 
'Spires.  St.  Chad’s  and  St.  Marys  are  faid  to  have  beet* 
antiently  collegiate.  There  are  abundance  of  antique 
Monuments  in  them  all,  which  I  have  not  room  to 
mention. 

All  the  Parifhes,  except  Si.  Mary9 s,  which  is  a 
Royal  Peculiar,  are  in  the  Diocefe  of  Lichfield  and  Co¬ 
ventry.  The  Town  was  incorporated  byK mg  Henry  I. 
and  the  Government  of  it  is  placed  in  a  Mayor,  Re¬ 
corder,  Steward,  24  Aldermen,  and  48  Common- 
councilmen  j  and  it  returns  Two  Members  to  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

This  Town  will  for  ever  be  famous  for  the  Re¬ 
ception  it  gave  to  King  Charles  I.  who,  after  fetting 
up  his  Standard  at  Nottingham ,  and  finding  no  Encou¬ 
ragement  there,  removed  to  Shrewfbury ,  being  invited 
by  the  Gentry  of  the  Town  and  County  round  ;  where 
he  was  received  with  fuch  a  general  Affedlion,  and 
hearty  Zeal,  that  his  Majefty  recovered  hirafelf  from 
the  Difcouragement  of  his  firft  Step  at  Nottingham ,  and 
raifed  and  completed  a  ftrong  Army  in  lefs  Time  than 
could  be  imagined  ;  infomuch  that,  to  the  Surprize  of 
the  Parliament,  and  indeed  of  all  the  World,  he  was 
in  the  Field  before  them,  and  advanced  upon  them  fa 
fafi,  that  he  met  them  Two-thirds  onward  of  his  Way 
to  London ^  and  gave  them  Battle  at  Edgehill  near  Ban - 
bury. 

But  the  Fate  of  the  War  turning  afterwards  agalnfi: 
the  King,  the  Weight  of  it  fell  heavy  upon  this  Town, 
and  almoft  ruined  it. 
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Indeed  they  are  now  fully  recovered,  and  it  is  one  oi 
the  mod  flourifhing  Towns  in  England .  The  Walls 
and  Gates  are  yet  {landing,  but  ufelefs ;  and  the  old 
Caftle  is  gone  to  Ruin,  as  is  the  Cafe  of  almoft  all  the 
old  Cadies  in  England . 

It  fhould  not  be  forgotten,  that,  notwithdanding 
the  Healthinefs  of  the  Place,  here  broke  out  firft  that: 
unaccountable  Plague,  called,  dhe  Sweating  Sicknefs „ 
jtnno  1551.  which  fpread  itfelf  through  the  whole  King¬ 
dom,  and  afterwards  into  feveral  foreign  Nations. 

Here  is  a  good  Freefchool,  the  mod  confiderable  in 
this  Part  of  England ;  founded  by  King  Edward  VI. 
and  endowed  by  Queen  Elizabeth ,  with  a  very  fufficien£ 
Maintenance  for  a  Chief  or  Head-mafter,  and  Three 
Under-maders  or  Ufhers.  The  Buildings,  which  are 
of  Stone,  are  very  fpacious,  particularly  the  Library,, 
which  has  a  great  many  Books  in  it.  The  School- 
inaders  have  alfo  very  handfome  Houles  to  dwell  in  \ 
fo  that  the  Whole  has  the  Face  of  a  College, 

Here  I  was  (hewn  a  very  vifible  and  remarkable  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  great  antient  Road  or  Way  called  Wat- 
ling-ftreet ,  which  comes  from  London  to  this  Town, 
and  goes  on  from  hence  to  the  utmod  Coad  of  Wales,. 
Remains  of  a  Stone  Bridge  are  to  be  feen  in  the  Bottom;! 
of  the  River,  when  the  Water  is  low.  This  Road  b 
railed  a  good  Height  above  the  Soil,  and  fo  drait,  that* 
upon  an  Eminence  you  may  fee  it  10  or  15  Miles  be¬ 
fore  you,  and  as  much  behind,  over  many  Hill-top#* 
anfwering  one  the  other  as  a  Vida  of  Trees. 

We  lodged  at  an  Inn  called  Ivefey-bank ,  on  the:. 
Borders  between  Staffordshire  and  Shropjhire.  About 
a  Mile  off  in  a  large  Wood  itands  Bofcobel-houfe ,  or 
White- Ladies,  as  fome  call  it,  where  the  Pendrils  lived, ,1 
who  prefervtd  King  Charles  II.  after  Worcester  Battle,,, 
and  famous  for  the  Royal  Oak.  The  Grand-daugh¬ 
ter  of  that  William  Pend  il  dill  lived  in  the  Houfe,, 
when  I  was  there.  The  Floor  of  the  Garret,  which  isi 
aPopiih  Chapel  (formerly  a  Nunnery  inPodeffion  of  the: 
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[Family  of  Cookjey),  being  matted,  prevents  any  Sufpi- 
Non  of  a  little  Cavity  with  a  Trap  door  over  the  Stair- 
kafe,  where  the  King  was  hid.  His  Bed  was  artfully 
placed  behind  fome  Wainfcot,  that  (hut  up  very  clofe. 
A  Dependent  of  the  Goohfeys  dill  keeps  the  Gloves  and 
Garters,  which  his  Majefty  left  behind  him. 

The  faid  Chapel  is  ftill  {landing,  and  has  fome  paint¬ 
ed  Saints  upon  the  Wall  at  one  End. 

A  Bow- (hot  from  the  Houfe,  juft  by  an  Horfe-track 
patting  through  the  Wood,  flood  the  Royal  Oak,  into 
which  the  King  and  Colonel  Carlos  climbed,  by  means 
af  the  Hen- rood  Ladder,  when  they  thought  it  no 
longer  fafe  to  flay  in  the  Houfe,  the  Family  reaching 
them  Vidtuals  with  the  Nut-hook.  It  happened,  as 
the  People  related  it  to  us,  that  whilft  the  King  and 
Colonel  were  in  the  Tree,  a  Party  of  the  Enemy’s 
Horfe,  fent  to  fearch  the  Houfe,  came  whittling  and 
talking  along  this  Road  ;  and,  when  they  were  juft 
ander  the  Tree,  an  Owl  flew  out  of  a  neighbouring 
Free,  and  hovered  along  the  Ground,  as  if  her  Wings 
were  broken,  which  the  Soldiers  merrily  purfued. 

The  Tree  is  now  inclofed  within  a  Brick  Wall,  the 
[nfide  whereof  is  covered  with  Laurel,  of  which  we  may 
ay,  as  Ovid  did  of  that  of  the  Auguftan  Palace,— Me- 
liamque  tuebere  quercum.  For  the  Oak  is  in  the  Middle, 
dmoft  cut  away  by  Travelers,  whole  Curiofity  leads 
hem  to  fee  it.  Clofe  by  the  Side  grows  a  young  thrive- 
ng  Plant  from  one  of  its  Acorns. 

After  the  Reftoration,  the  King,  reviewing  the 
place,  no  doubt,  with  very  different  Emotions  from 
what  he  had  when  he  was  in  it,  gathered  fome  of  the 
Acorns,  and  fet  them  in  St.  'James's  Park  or  Garden, 
md  ufed  to  water  them  himfelf.  If  we  may  judge  of 
he  Value  the  King  put  upon  his  Prefervation,  and  Royal 
^erfon,  it  was  worth  200/.  per  Annum ;  and  one  fhould 
hink, a  King,  if  worth  any  thing,  worth  that;  for  fo 
nuch  he  gave  to  Pendril ,  and  it  now  remains  in  the 
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Family.  Over  the  Door  of  the  Inclofure  is  this  Ii 
fcription  cut  in  Marble  : 

« 

Felictjpmam  arbor em,  qua?n  in  afylum  potentijfn, 
r.egis  Caroli  II.  Deus  O.  Af.  per  quem  Reges  r, 
gnant,  hie  crefcere  voluit,  tarn  in  perpetuam  r 
t ant&  mentor  ia?n,  quam  fpecimen  firm ce  in  Reg 
fideiy  muro  cinSf'am  pojieris  commendant  Bafilius-q 
Jana  hitzherbert. 

Pfuercus  arnica  Jcvi. 
r  That  is. 

Baft  and  Jane  Fitzherbert  recommended  to  Poll 
rity  this  mofl  fortunate  Tree,  which  the  Al, 
gracious  and  All- mighty  God,  by  whom  Kinj. 
reign,  ordained  here  to  grow,  to  be  the  Afylum 
fne  mod:  Potent  Prince  King  Charles  II.  and  ha1 
begirt  it  with  a  Wall,  as  well  in  perpetual  R 
rnembrance  or  fo  great  an  Event,  as  a  Teftimon 
of  their  firm  Allegiance  to  Kings. 

1 — The  Oak  belov’d  by  Jove. 

i  en  Miles  South-eaft  of  Shrewfbury  Hands  Gre^ 
Wenlock ,  a  good  Market-town,  mentioned  p.  328. 

The  noted  JVreken-hill  Hands  higher  up,  North  of  i 
between  the  IVatling-Jlreet  and  the  Severn ,  within 
Mhe  of  IF roxeter ,  the  famous  Reman  Station.  It  ai 
cends  gradually  from  a  pleafant  level  Ground,  ftrik: 
out  a  pretty  great  Length,  and  is  well  adorned  wit 
Trees.  ’Tis  the  higheft  Ground  in  all  the  County,  ar 
gives  a  fine  Profpedl  all  around  it. 

^orth  of  this,  about  Eight  Miles  Difhance,  is  a  fir 
Seat  belonging  to  Sir  Rowland  Hill ,  Bart.  The  Houfa 
wliich  is  built  in  a  very  good  Tafte,  Handing  low, 
not  feen  from  the  Road  y  but  the  Hill,  vvhich  flan< 
above  the  Houfe,  and  fronts  the  Wreken ,  is  made  ven 
beautiful,  by  cutting  away  the  Rocks,  and  forming  then 
into  Bafh'ons,  and  regular  Gothic  Buildings,  with  tl 
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ome  Stone;  and  here  is  a  fine  Vineyard  planted  in 
fer races,  which  overlooks  the  Country  beyond  Shrew/- 
Wy ,  in  which  the  Grapes  generally  ripen  as  foon  as  in 
holt  Parts  of  England ;  which  is  owing  to  its  Situa- 
on,  it  being  defended  on  every  Side,  and  opens  only 
3  the  South. 

This  Vineyard  is  Teen  from  Shrewfbury ,  which  is 
pward  of  i  o  Miles. 

Near  this  are  the  Remains  of  an  antient  Fortifies- 
ion  called  Red-cajlle ,  the  W alls  of  which  are  yet  ftand- 
ng  :  it  is  fituated  on  an  high  Hill,  which  commands  the 
country  on  every  Side  ;  and  is  furrounded  by  a  deep 
)itcb,  which,  though  in  fome  Places  almoft  filled  up, 
nay  be  plainly  traced.  The  Walls  of  the  Cattle  are 
•uilt  with  a  red  fort  of  Brick,  and  are  very  thick.  In 
sveral  Places  are  fmall  Cells,  juft  large  enough  to  con- 
ain  a  fmgle  Perfon  ;  and  in  the  Middle  is  a  deep  Well, 
could  not  meet  with  any  Perfon  who  coulti  give  me 
ny  Account  of  this  Cattle. 

Following  the  W ailing- Jlreet  North,  we  came  to 

fmall  Market-town  called  Wellington,  of  very  little 
sTote  ;  and  ft  ill  keeping  the  Street,  we  arrived  at  New- 
'ort  on  the  Borders  of  Staffordshire ,  a  little  Market- 
own,  where  is  one  0f  the  nobleft  Foundations  for  a 
chool  in  the  whole  Kingdom,  endowed  by  one  Adams 9 
n  Haberdafher  of  London ,  to  the  Value  of  7000/. 
Phe  School  is  7oP'eet  long,  22  wide,  and  the  fame  in 
deight,  a  Library,  an  Houfo  for  both  the  Matter  and 
Jfher,  60  /.  a  Year  to  the  firft,  and  30/.  to  the  other  ; 
.nd  a  Garden  to  each  Houfe  of  an  Acre,  and  Two 
Veres  for  the  Boys  to  play  in.  Near  it  he  has  likewife 
milt  an  Alms-houfe,  and  gave  550  /.  towards  build- 
ng  the  Town-houfe.  Over  the  School-door,  is  this 
Diftich  ; 

Scrip//!  i  haredem  patriam ,  tibi  qure  dedit  or  turn  t 
Scribe  ris  ergo  tucs  iure  pater  pa  trice. 
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Staft 


That  is, 

Thy  Country  is  thy  Heir:  and  therefore  we 
Juftly  efteem  thy  Country’s  Parent  Thee. 

Between  this  Town  and  Drayton ,  a  fmall  Market 
town,  high  r  no  Northward,  and  likewife  on  the  Bor 
ders  f  Staffordjhire ,  is  Bloreheath ,  famous  for  a  Batd< 
fought  between  the  Houfe  of  York  and  that  of  Lan 
cajler ,  wherein  Nevil  Earl  of  Salijbury  for  the  former, 
wi  h  5000  Men  only',  beat  Lord  Audley  with  ic,oocj 
Men,  after  a  muff  bloody  Engagement. 

Ente  ing  Staffordjhire ,  we  quitted  the  faid  Street - 
way ,  a  little  to  ihe  Left,  to  fee  Stafford ,  the  County- 
town,  and  the  moft  confiderable,  except  Lichfield ,  ir 
the  County.  In  the  Way,  we  pafTed  through  a  fmall  J 
but  antient  Town,  called  Penkrige ,  vulgarly  Pankrage. 
probably  the  Pennocrucium  of  the  Romans ,  where  1 
happened  to  be  a  Fair.  We  were  furprifed  to  fee  the 
prodigious  Number  of  the  fineft  and  moft  beautiful 
Horfes  that  can  any-where  be  feen,  brought  hither  from 
Yorkjhire ,  the  Bifhoprick  of  Durham ,  and  all  the 
Horfe-breeding  Counties  in  England :  we  were  told 
there  were  not  lefs  than  an  hundred  Jockeys  or  Horfe- 
kopers,  as  they  call  them  there,  from  London ,  to  buy, 
Horfes  for  Sale.  Alfoan  incredible  Number  oi  Gentle¬ 
men  attended  with  their  Grooms,  to  buy  Hunters,  and 
good  Road-horfes.  In  a  word,  I  believe  I  may  mark< 
It  for  the  greateft  Horfe-fair  in  the  World,  for  Horfes 
of  Value,  and  efpecially  thofe  we  call  Saddle  horfes  5 
though  there  were  great  Numbers  of  fine  large  Stone- 
horfes  for  Coach  and  Draught  too. 

From  hence  we  came  in  Two  Hours  eafy  Riding  ta 
Stafford ,  on  the  River  Sow.  ’Tis  an  antient  Town* 
and  gives  Name  to  the  County.  It  is  neat  and  well- 
built,  and  pleafantly  feated  in  low  Grounds;  and  is  lately,, 
much  increafed,  and  grown  rich  by  the  Clothing-trade;? 

?  "  * 


Staff.  Great  Britain. 


383 


f  is  governed  by  a  Mayor,  and  other  inferior  Officers, 
confifts  of  Two  Partfhes,  and  returns  Two  Members 
o  Parliament.  ’Tis  faid  this  Town  retains  the  antient 
Cuitom  of  Borough  Engtijh-,  which  is,  that  the  youno-eft 
[Sons  inherit  the  Lands  of  their  Fathers  within  the  Town. 
It  is  adorned  with  Two  Churches;  one  of  which  is  very 
large  and  fpacious ;  and  a  Freefchool :  the  Streets  are 
;c lean,  and  well-paved ;  the  Buildings  of  Stone  and 
Mate;  anu  lome  of  the  Structures  are  very  modifh  and 
beautiful.  Its  Market-place  is  large  and  uniform  ;  in 
wnkh  Hanes  the  Shire-hall,  where  the  Affixes  for  the 
County  are  held.  King  John  made  it  a  Corporation, 
and  Edward  V I.  confirmed  and  enlarged  the  Charter. 

bout  a  Mae  and  half  out  of  the  Town,  upon  an  Hill 
we  flaw  the  Rums  of  an  antient  Caflle,  belonging  here- 
ofore  to  the  Barons  of  Stafford ;  but  it  was  demolifhed 
in  the  Civil  Wars.  This  Hill  affords  a  mod  pleafant 
Profpedf  of  the  Town,  and  adjacent  Country. 

We  tamed  here  a  few  Days,  in  order  to  vifit  the 

Towns  lying  on,  each  Side  of  it  with  more  Attention 
ind  Convenience. 

Trc/#M/ lies  North- weft  of  Stafford,  and  is  a  pretty 
.  ar  et-town,  noted  for  Pedlery-wares ;  and  an  hand- 
ome  little  Market-town,  with  good  Inns  in  it,  called 
”me’  upon  the  Trent-,  and  all  the  Country  here- 
ffiouts  yields  delightful  Views  of  this  noble  River.  At 
dnrty.w'chv  a  large  Salt- well,  and  a  fine  Country. 

Newcajlk  under  Line  Hands  Hill  farther  North,  upon 
1  Branch  of  the  Trent.  ’Tis  governed  by  a  Mayor 
Fwo  Juftices,  Two  Bailiff's,  and  Common-council! 
.olds  Pleas  under  40  r.  and  returns  Two  Members  to 

rtiannfK-  lhe  Streets  arc  large,  broad,  and  paved, 
he  Clothing-trade  flouriffies  here,  and  the  Town  is 
grounded  with  Coal-pits.  It  has  an  handfome  Mar- 
et-place.  The  New  Cafile,  whence  the  Town  was 
enominated,  is  now  leveled.  .  The  adjacent  Parts  yield 

°om  ^aT-'t,eS  of  and  about  Three  Miles 

om  the  Town  is  a  Manufacture  of  Earthen-ware, 

which 
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■which  imitates  brown  China,  and  makes  curious  blackl 
Tea-pots,  &c*  refembling  Japan,  being  neatly  figured 
and  gilt.  The  Coals  here  are  cut  out  in  Slices,  anci 
fhine  with  all  the  various  Colours  of  a  Peacock’s  Tail 
and  therefore  are  called  Peacock -  coals. 

The  principal  Manufacture  in  this  Town  at  prefenii 
is  Hat-making  ;  there  being  an  incorporated  Company 
here  by  the  Name  of  Felt-makers. 

Dr.  Plot ,  as  an  Inftance  of  the  Growth  of  Stones: 
mentions,  that  near  this  Place  was  found  a  Stone,  witH 
a  Man’s  Skull,  Teeth  and  all,  inclofed  in  i-t.  Ana 
here  is  an  excellent  Device  for  the  T aming  of  Shrews 
they  put  a  Bridle  into  the  Scold’s  Mouth,  which  de 
prives  her  of  the  Power  of  Speech,  by  which  fhe  is  1© 
about  the  Town,  and  expofed  to  public  Shame,  till  fh« 
promifes  Amendment. 

Near  this  Town  is  the  greateft  Quantity  of  Stones 
ware  made  of  any  Part  of  England.  I  was  alTured  by  ; 
Nobleman  who  lived  in  that  Neighbourhood,  that  the 
ufually  exported  20,000  /.  worth  of  that  Manufa.Ctur: 
every  Year. 

About  Three  Miles  South-eaft  o f'Newcq/He  is  thr 
little  Town  of  \ trentham ,  fo  called  from  the  River, 
Trent ,  which  rifes  there. 

At  this  Place  is  the  noble  Seat  of  Earl  Gower,  whic 
is  efteemed  the  fineft  Place  in  this  County  :  the  Houil 
is  modern,  and  built  on  the  Plan  of  Buckingham- ho^/ r 
in  St.  James’s  Park.  It  is  fituated  clofe  to  the  Church 
which  renders  the  Entrance  to  the  Houfe  very  inconve 
nient,  the  Church  and  Churchyard  being  in  Front. 

The  Park  is  very  beautiful,  and  has  Two  large  Piece 
of  Water  in  it ;  and  the  Hills,  which  rife  immediatell 
from  the  Water,  are  finely  covered  with  Wood  ;  whic. 
has  a  noble  Effect  as  you  pafs  along  the  Road  to  New 
caftle .  The  Park  is  walled  round,  and  from  the  higt 
Ground  in  it,  you  have  an  extenfive  View  of  th 
Country  every  Way, 
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Betley ,  a  little  Market-town,  lies  North-Weft  of 
Newcajile ,  upon  the  Borders  of  Chejhire . 

Breewood  is  a  pretty  Market-town,  lying  South* weft: 
of  Stafford.  And  due  South  ftands 

Wolverhampton ,  a  very  antient  Town,  fituate  on  an 
Hill,  which  is  well-built,  paved,  and  inhabited.  Here 
the  Trade  of  Lock-making  is  carried  on  to  great  Per¬ 
fection;  as  is  alfo  every  other  Manufacture  in  Brafs 
and  Iron  ;  and  the  Goods  are  exported  ail  over  Europe : 
but  theTown  does  not  increafe  in  its  Buildings  like  that 
of  Birmingham ,  the  Land,  for  the  chief  Part, "being  the 
Property  of  the  Church,  and  confequently  the  Tenure 
not  fufficient  to  encourage  People  to  lay  out  their  Mo¬ 
ney  upon  it.  The  Church,  which  is  -Collegiate,  was 
founded  by  a  Widow  Lady,  named  Wuffnena ,  in  the 
Year  996.  and  King  Edward  VI»  granted  it,  together 
with  Seven  Prebends  thereunto  belonging,  to  John 
Dudley ,  Duke  of  Northumberland ,  in  the  Y ear  1553. 
In  it  are  feveral  old  Monuments,  and  a  Brafs  Statue  of 
Sir  Richard  Levefon ,  who  engaged  the  Spaniards ,  under 
Sir  Francis  Drake.  The  Pulpit  is  very  old,  and  of 
Stone  ;  and  in  the  Church-yard  is  a  very  old  Stone 
Oofs.  From  the  Hill,  on  which  the  Town  is  Situ¬ 
ated,  run  Four  weak  Springs  of  different  Qualities, 
which  is  the  only  Water  they  have  to  Supply  this  large 
and  populous  Town. ' 

I  The  Market  for  Iron- work  is  held  weekly.  Some 
of  it  is  made  in  the  "T  own ;  but  the  chief  Part  is 
brought  to  the  Market  by  the  Farmers  for  feveral 
Miles  round  it :  lor  in  this  Country  every  Farm  has  one 
Forge,  or  more  ;  fo  that  the  Farmers  carry  on  Two 
very  different  Bufineffes ;  working  at  their  Forges  as 
Smiths,  when  they  are  not  employed  in  the  Fields  as  Far- 

Jniers :  and  all  they  work  they  bring  to  Market,  where 
the  great  Tradefmen  buy  it  up,  and  fend  it  to  London . 

In  the  Hamlet  of  Wednssfield ,  near  Two  Miles  di¬ 
ll  ftant  from  'Wolverhampton ,  a  new  Chapel  is  to  beeredl- 
t  «d,  by  Adi  of  Parliament  palled  in  the  Seftion  of  1  746, 
Vol.  II.  s  '  for 
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for  the  better  Convenience  of  the  Inhabitants  attending 
Divine  Service,  the  Road  between  thefe  Two  Places 
being  very  deep  and  dirty  in  the  Winter  feafon  ;  anc 
the  Chaplain  or  Curate  is  to  be  nominated  by  Mrs, 
Martha  Gough ,  Widow,  a  principal  Contributor  tc 
this  pious  Work,  or  her  Heirs. 

Walfal ,  Eaft  of  Wolverhampton ,  is  a  good,  plea  fan  I 
Corporate- town,  governed  by  a  Mayor,  and  fituate  oi: 
the  Top  of  an  Hill,  This  Place  is  famous  for  Iron- 
mines  and  Iron-works,  fuch  as  Spurs,  Bridle-bits,  Stir¬ 
rups,  Buckles,  fsV.  in  which  there  is  a  confiderablc 
Trade  carried  on. 

Wrottejley  deferves  to  be  mentioned,  as  it  is  eminen 
for  the  Remains  of  fome  Brittjh  or  other  Antiquity  (tc 
fpeak  of  it  in  the  W ords  of  the  Right  Reverend  Con 
tinuator  of  Camden )>  whether  Fortification  or  City. 

My  Author,  fays  he,  inclines  to  the  latter,  becauf 
of  the  feveral  Partitions,  like  Streets,  running  diver 
Ways,  which  are  within  the  Limits  of  it ;  as  alfo  thi 
large  Hinges  which  have  been  found  here,  and  fome  c 
the  Stones  fquared.  The  Whole  contains  in  Circur 
about  Three  or. Four  Miles  ;  and  Stones  of  a  vaft  Rigne* 
have  been  found  thereabouts.  It  is  remarkable,  that  oni 
of  thefe  made  One  hundred  Loads;  another,  after  Te 
Loads  hewn  off*,  required  36  Yoke  of  Oxen  to  dra*| 
it,  and  made  a  great  Ciftern  in  a  Malt-houfe  here  a 
Wrottejley ;  which,  though  left  very  thick  both  at  Boti 
tom  and  S:des,  wets  37  Strikes  of  Barley  at  a  time. 

Upon  the  Extremity  of  the  County,  South,  juft  0: 
the  Borders  of  Worcejlerjhire ,  is  fituate  upon  an  hig. 
Mountain,  the  famous  antient  Caftle  of  Dudley , 
Building  of  great  Extent,  with  Trenches  about  it  c* 
out  of  a  Rock,  and  hath  an  high  Tower  upon  it,  c 
the  South-fide.  It  was  built  by  Dodo  a  Saxon ,  in  yo! 
Great  Part  of  it  is  in  Ruins,  and  the  reft  convert 
into  a  noble  Seat,  where  the  Lord  Ward  refides.  TI 
Cable  over-tops  all  the  Trees  that  furround  it,  and  h' 

&  rossft  extenfive  Profpedt  over  Five  Shires*  and  ins 
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Part  of  Wales.  In  the  Hall  of  this  Caflle  is  a  Table  all 
of  one  intire  Plank,  which,  before  it  was  fitted  up 
there,  was  25  Yards  long,  and  one  Yard  in  Breadth  5 
but,  being  too  long  for  the  Hall,  Seven  Yards  and 
Nine  Inches  of  it  were  cut  off,  and  made  a  Table  for 
the  Hall  of  a  neighbouring  Gentleman.  What  a  pro¬ 
digious  Oak  muH  this  have  been,  that  had  a  Length  of 
25  Yards,  and  a  Diameter  of  One  Yard  from  one  End 
to  the  other  ! 

The  Town  of  Dudley  lies  near  it,  but  in  Worcefler- 
Jh'ire  ;  and  is  only  remarkable  for  being  in  a  different 
County  from  the  Caffe. 

The  People  in  this  County  have  been  more  particu¬ 
larly  famous  than  any  other  for  good  Footmanfhip  ;  and 
there  have  been,  and  Hill  are,  among  them  fome  of  the 
fieetefi  Runners  in  E'ngland  \  which  muff  be  owing  to 
their  exercifing  themfelves  in  it  from  their  Childhood  ; 
for  running  Foot-races  feems  to  be  the  general  Sport  or 
Diverfion  of  the  Country. 

Near  Stafford  we  law  Tagejlre ,  where  the  late  Wal¬ 
ter  Chetwynd ,  Eiq;  built,  or  rather  rebuilt,  a  very  fine 
Church  at  his  own  Charge,  and  where  the  late  Lord 
Vifcount  Chetivynd  has,  with  a  Profufion  of  Expence, 
laid  out  the  fineH  Park  and  Gardens  that  are  in  this 
Part  of  England. 

o 

About  a  Mile  from  this  Place  is  Shuckborcvj- Manor y 
the  Seat  of  Thomas  Anfon.^  Efq;  elder  Brother  to  Lord  Anfotu 
The  Houfe  Hands  near  the  Trent ,  and  the  Gardens* 
which  are  laid  out  in  a  fine  Tafte,  are  fituated  on  the 
Banks  of  the  River.  There  are  fome  Ruins  built  with 
large  Stones,  which  the  prefent  Poffefibr  found  on  the 
Spot ;  and  which  have  a  very  good  Effect. 

At  the  Bottom  of  the  Garden,  in  the  public  Road, 
is  a  large  Handing  Water,  which  in  Winter,  and  after 
great  Rains,  is  impaffable :  over  it  is  a  Stone  Bridge  of 
39  Arches,  for  Horfe  and  Foot  Paflengers ;  but  it  is 
too  narrow  for  Wheel- carriages, 

;S  z 
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I  am  now  at  the  utmoft  Extent  of  my  propofed  Li¬ 
mits  for  this  Circuit ;  for  Ingefilre  Parks  reach  to  the 
very  Banks  of  the  Trent.  So  I  turned  to  the  Right, 
and,  intending  for  Lichfield ,  in  the  Way  we  faw 
Beaudefiert ,  a  famous  old  Seat,  faid  to  be  built  by 
Hugh  Lupus ,  Earl  of  Chejler .  The  Name  indeed  in¬ 
timates  it  to  be  of  Norman  or  French  Original  ;  at  pre- 
fent  it  is  in  the  noble  Family  of  Paget ,  Earl  of  Ux¬ 
bridge,  who  is  failed  Baron  of  Beaudefiert .  The  Park 
is  very  fine,  and  its  Situation  exceeding  pleafant  ;  but 
the  Houfe  is  antient.  In  the  Park  is  a  famous  Piece 
of  Antiquity;  viz.  a  large  Camp  or  Fortification,  fur- 
rounded  with  a  double  Trench,  very  large  and  deep. 

On  the  Left  of  the  Road  is  Oufiley ,  the  Seat  of  Sir 
William  Oufiley.  The  Houfe  is  antient,  and  fituated  low 
among  the  Marfhes,  with  the  River  running  in  Front. 
The  Park  is  on  a  rifing  Ground  on  the  Right  hand  of 
the  Road  ;  fo  is  feparated  from  the  Houfe  and  Gardens. 
In  the  Front  of  the  Houfe,  next  Oufiley  Bridge,  (lands  ani 
oU  Cedar- tree,  whofe  Branches  extend  fo  far,  and  fa 
low,  as  to  cover  intirely  that  Front  of  the  Houfe. 

From  hence  ’tis  about  12  Miles  to  the  City  of  Lich¬ 
field,  the  principal,  next  to  Chejler ,  of  all  the  North- 
weft  Part  of  England ;  nor  indeed  is  there  any  other, 
but  this  and  Coventry,  in  the  whole  Road  from  London > 
to  Car l fie,  which  is  on  the  Edge  of  Scotland. 

At  Rugely ,  which  is  an  handfome  well-built  Town 
finely  fituated  near  the  Trent ,  we  came  into  the  grea 
Lancafihire  and  Chcfihire  Road,  or  the  North-weft  Roae 
from  London ,  which,  pafting  through  this  City  froni 
JVarri ngton-b ridge  in  Chefihire ,  falls  into  the  Wailing 
(Ireet ,  mentioned  before,  about  Three  Miles  South-eafl 
Viom  the  Town,  and  erodes  another  antient  Caufewa 
or  Road,  called  Icknild-Jlreet ,  about  a  Mile  out  of  thi 
City;  fo  that  Lichfield  Wes,  as  it  were,  at  the  joining 
of  all  thofe  great  Roads. 

But,  inftead  of  going  dfreFtly  to  Lichfield,  we  ftruc: 
out  of  the  Road,  and  went  North- caft  to  Bromley , 
pretty  Market-town  ;  and  from  thence  Eaft  to  Tut  bur  I 

7  o:I 
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on  the  Skirts  of  Derbyshire :  it  has  a  fmall  Market-town 
with  a  Caftle  in  it. 

Some  Miles  Southward  ftands  Burton  upon  Trent, 
where  the  Clothing-trade  is  carried  on  with  great  Ad¬ 
vantage.  It  is  famous  for  its  noble  Bridge  over  the 
Trent,  confifting  of  36  Arches,  and  of  the  Length  of 
503  Yards,  built  probably  by  William  de  la  JVaid ,  in 
K.  Henry  III.’s  Time  (whofe  Arms  are  {till  to  be  feen 
in  the  Church),  of  Free  ftone  cut  and  fquared. 

Here  are  ftill  the  Remains  of  an  Abbey  of  the  Better 
dittines,  whofe  Abbat  was  mitred,  and  fat  in  Parliament, 
In  it  was  buried  Modwena ,  a  Virgin  of  eminent  Sanctity, 
who  gave  Name  to  a  Well  in  the  Parifh,  whofe  Wa¬ 
ter  is  faid  to  cure  feveral  Difeafes.  Tkurfdav  is  the  Mar- 
ket-day  ;  and  a  Fair  is  annually  held  on  Afcenfton-day . 

From,  hence  we  returned  South-weft  to  ‘ Lichfield \ 
which  is  a  fine,  neat,  well-built,  and  pretty  "large 
City.  It  rofe  from  the  Ruins  of  the  Roman  Etocetum * 
a  Mile  off,  now  called  Cbejler field- wall ,  from  fome 
Reliques  of  its  Fortifications.  There  is  a  kind  of  flow, 
i  fluggifh,  Lough,  or  Water,  which  runs,  or  rather 
glides,  heavily  through  it,  and  fo  on  for  Four  or  Five 
1  Miles  farther  into  the  Trent \  but  takes  a  fwifter  Mo¬ 
tion  as  foon  as  it  is  out  of  the  Town.  This  Water 
parts  the  City  into  Two:  one  Part  is  called  the  Town* 
i  and  the  other  the  dole ;  in  the  firft  is  the  Market-place* 
a  fine  School,  and  a  very  handfome  Hofpital  dedicated 
to  St.  John,  well  endowed.  This  Part  is  much  the 
largeft,  andmoft  populous :  but  the  other  is  the  faireft, 
has  the  beft  Buildings  in  it,  and,  among  the  reft,  the 
Cathedral  Church;  one  of  the  fineft  and  moft  beautiful 
in  England. 

There  are  Two  fine  Caufeways,  which  join  the  City 
and  the  Clofe,  with  Sluices  to  let  the  Water  pafs ;  but 
thofe  were  cut  through  in  the  inteftine  Wars  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  and  the  Clofe,  which  is  walled  about,  and  was 
then  fortified  for  the  King,  was  very  ftrong,  and  ftood 
out  feveral  Attacks  againft  Cromwells  Men  \  but  was 
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at  la  ft  taken  by  Storm,  not  without  great  Lois  of  Blood 
both  Sides,  being  gallantly  defended. 

Tl  iere  are  in  the  Clofe,  befides  the  Houfes  of  the 
Clergy  Redid entiaries,  a  great  many  very  well-built  and 
web-inhabited  Houfes;  which  made  Lichfield  a  Place 
of  good  Company,  above  all  the  Towns  in  this  or  the 
neighbouring  Counties  of  Warwicljhire  or  Derby/hire, 

The  See  is  very  antient,  and  was  once  archiepifco- 
pal,  made  fo  by  King  Offa  ;  and  Eadulph  the  Arch¬ 
bishop  was  Metropolitan  of  all  the  Kingdom  of  the  Mer¬ 
cians  and  Raft-  Angles  ;  but  it  did  not  hold  it ;  then  i 
buffered  another  Diminution,  by  having  the  See  of  Cke- 
jier  taken  away,  which  was  once  Part  of  this. 

They  told  us  here  a  long  Story  of  St.  Chad ,  for¬ 
merly  Bifhop  of  this  Church,  and  how  he  lived  an 
Eremitical  Life  here,  by  the  Spring  near  Stow  Church, 
in  a  little  Hovel  or  Cell.  But  the  B.fhops,  fince  that 
rime,  fare  better,  and  make  fhift  with  a  very  fine 
Palace  in  the  Clofe ,  and  the  Refidentiaries  live  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  them. 

They  have  another  Story  at  Lichfield ;  namely,  that 
a  thoufand  poor  People,  being  inftruCted  in  the  Chri- 
itian  Faith  by  the  Care  of  Offa  King  of  the  Mercians, 
were  all  martyred  here  i«  one  Field  by  the  Pagans  :  and 
that  in  the  Field  where  they  were  fo  murdered,  King 
Ofwy  of  Northumberland  caufed  a  great  Church  to  be 
built;  and  from  thence  the  City  bears  for  its  Device, 
an  open  Field,  with  mangled  Carcafes  lying  difperfed 
about  it,  as  if  murdered,  and  left  unburied. 

The  Church,  which  was  rebuilt  by  Bifhop  Roger  de 
■Clinton  in  1 148.  for  the  Elegancy  and  Regularity  of  the 
Building,  may  be  efteemed  one  of  the  moft  complete 
in  England .  The  Weft-end  is  richly  decorated  with 
the  Statues  of  all  the  Kings  who  reigned  in  Jerufalemy 
from  David  to  the  Captivity.  But  it  is  too  flat,  and. 
wants  Projection,  or,  as  Architects  call  it,  Relief  toi 
give  it  Boldnefs.  The  Two  1'owers  are  much  too  low 
for  their  Breadth,  and  look  very  heavy  for  want  off 

Windows  I 
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Windows,  efpecially  where  the  Bells  hang.  The  cir¬ 
cular  Staircafes  projecting  odfagonally  at  one  Angle 
only  of  each,  without  any  of  the  other  Three  Angles 
anfwering,  is  a  great  Irregularity.  But  the  Spires  above 
them  are  carried  up  in  an  exceeding  beautiful  Tafte, 
much  beyond  any  other  Gothic  Spires  that  I  have  feen. 
The  middle  Tower  and  Spire  of  this  Church  are  much 
higher  than  thofe  at  the  Weft- end,  and  are  equally 
beautiful. 

TheSpiredefigned  for  the  middle  of  IVeJiminflcr  Kh- 
bey  is  an  Imitation  of  the  middfeSpire  of  this  Church. 

The  great  W indow  over  the  middle  Door  is  very 
large,  and  its  Pediment  finely  adorned,  a  large  Croft 
finifhing  the  Top  of  it. 

The  Imagery  and  carved  W ork  on  the  Front,  as 
above,  fuffered  much  in  the  Rebellion  in  1641.  and 
they  told  us,  the  Crofs  over  the  Weft  Window  was 
frequently  (hot  at  by  the  rude  Soldiers  ;  but  that  they 
could  not  {hoot  it  down. 

The  Saints  of  thofe  Days  alfo  intirely  ruined  all  the 
Ornaments  of  the  Infide,  with  the  Brafs  Infcriptions, 
Tombs,  It  is  built  in  the  midft  of  a  Bog  for.  Se- 

,  curity,  and  held  out  fome  fierce  Attacks  for  King 
i  Charles  I.  and  what  the  Outfkie  fuffered,  has  been  very 
1  well  repaired  fince  the  Reftoration,  as  well  by  the  fa- 
|  mousBifhop  Hacket ,  as  by  the  Bounty  of  feveral  noble 
and  generous  Benefadfros. 

The  Monafiicon  makes  mention  of  a  Shrine  being 
given  here  for  St.  Chad ,  or  St.  Gedda ,  which  coft 
200,000  /.  but  I  conceive  that  to  fmell  as  much  of  the 
Legend,  as  the  Miracles  of  St.  Chad  himfelf ;  fince 
fuch  a  Gift  at  that  time  muft  be  equal  to  ft  wo  Millions 
of  our  Money. 

The  City  is  a  County  of  itfelf,  with  a  Jurlfdidlion 
extending  10  or  1  2  Miles  round  ;  which  Circuit  the 
Sheriff  rides  every  Year  on  Sept.  S.  It  is  governed  by 
'  Two  Bailiffs,  a  Sheriff,  24  Burgeffes,  a  Recorder,  GPc. 
and  fends  Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

Sf 
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Antient  Camps  are  found  in  the  Neighbourhood  of 

Lichfield. 

From  Lichfield  we  came  to  Tamworth ,  a  fine  ’plea- 
fant  trading  Town,  eminent  for  good  Ale,  and  good 
Company,  of  the  middling  Sort;  and  alfo  for  a  fine 
Charity  of  the  famous  Bookfeller,  Mr.  Guy,  who  built 
and  endowed  the  noble  Hofpital  in  Southwark ,  called 
by  his  Name.  The  Town  fiands  on  the  River 
Tame ,  which  runs  through  it,  and  divides  it  into  Two 
Parts,  one  Part  whereof  is  in  this  County,  and  the 
other  in  Warwickjbire.  It  is  a  Bailiwick  Town,  and 
a  Place  of  good  Account,  though  it  has  been  much 
more  confiderable.  Here  was  antiently  a  Palace  of  the 
Mercian  Kings,  and  there  is  {fill  remaining  a  fquare 
Trench,  called  The  Kings  Dyke.  This  Town  was 
given  by  the  Conqueror  to  the  Marmyons ,  who  built 
the  Cafile  here,  and  were  hereditary  Champions  of  Eng-, 
land ,  from  whom  that  Office  defcended  to  the  Dymokes 
of  Lincolnjhire .  This  Town  returns  Two  Members  to 
Parliament. 

The  following  Account  of  a  Witch*  Elm,  in  Sir  Wal¬ 
ter  Bagged s  Park  in  Staff  or  djkire ,  deferves  Notice. 

Two  Men  were  Five  Days  in  felling  it. 

It  meafured  40  Yards  in  Length,  when  felled. 

The  Stool  was  15  Yards  Two  Feet  over. 

14  Load  were  broken  in  the  Fall. 

48  Load  in  the  Top. 

There  were  made  out  of  it  So  Pair  of  Naves;  and 
S660  Feet  of  Boards  and  Planks. 

It  coft  10/.  17  r.  fawing. 

The  whole  Subfiance  was  conceived  to  be  97  Tons ; 
and  was  felled  in  1674. 

From  Tamworth  we  came  to  Sutton- Cole  fields  a  little 
Town  fituated  in  an  excellent  Air,  and  among  pleafant 
Woods,  though  but  in  a  barren  Soil  ;  and  thenwe 
came  into  the  great  Road  again  at  Colejhill  in  Warwick - 
Jhirey  a  finally  but  handfome  Market- town,  noted,  as  a 

thorough- 
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thoroughfare  Town,  for  good  Inns.  It  is  fltuated  by 
the  River  Cole,  and  on  fo  high  an  Hill,  that  the  Spire 
of  the  Church  is  feen  at  a  great  D iftance  every  Way. 

In  the  Valley  below  this  Town  is  the  Park  and  Seat 
of  the  Family  of  the  Digbys.  The  Houfe  is  antienf, 
and  the  Situation  low,  which  renders  it  bad  in  Winter; 
but  in  Summer  it  is  very  pleafant,  having  the  fine  Ri¬ 
ver  ferpentizing  through  the  Park,  and  the  Verdure 
continuing  all  the  Summer,  when  moft  other  Grounds 
around  it  are  burnt  up;  and  adorned  with  very  agree¬ 
able  Woods. 

In  our  Way  from  hence  to  Coventry ,  we  pafTed  by  a 
Seat  of  the  late  Earl  of  Ailefbury ,  about  a  Mile  from 
ALerida?!.  The  Houfe  ftands  on  the  South-fide  of  the 
Road,  and  the  Park  on  the  North-fide.  A  large  Arch 
is  turned  over  the  Road,  wide  enough  for  a  Wheel- 
carriage  to  pafs  over,  in  order  to  have  a  Communica¬ 
tion  between  the  Houfe  and  Park  without  going  thro* 
the  Road.  The  Houfe  is  modern,  and  appears  from  the 
Road  to  be  built  in  a  good  Tafte  ;  but  its  low  Situa¬ 
tion  muft  deprive  it  of  any  extraordinary  Profpedh 

W e  next  came  to  Coventry ,  the  Sifter  City  to  Lich - 
field ,  and  joined  in  the  Title  of  See,  which  was  for  fome 
little  time  feated  here,  but  afterwards  returned  to  Lich¬ 
field. 

Coventry  is  a  City  of  large  Extent,  and  populous, 
fituated  near  the  Middle  of  England ,  on  the  little  River 
Sherburn  ;  whofe  Water  is  peculiar  for  its  blue  Dye. 
It  drives  a  very  great  Trade:  the  Manufadlure  of  Tam¬ 
mies  is  their  chief  Employ,  and  next  to  that,  weaving 
of  Ribands  of  the  meaneft  kind,  chiefly  black.  The 
Buildings  are  very  old,  and  in  fome  Places  very  much 
decayed  ;  the  Timber-built  Houfes  projedt  forwards  in¬ 
to  the  Street  towards  one  another,  infornuch  that  in  the 
narrow  Streets  they  almoft  touch  at  the  Top ;  a  Method 
of  Building  formerly  much  pradiifed  in  London.  It  was 
walled  and  incorporated  by  King  Edward  II.  and  its 
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Charter  was  confirmed  by  King  Henry  VI.  and  aug- 
mented  with  feveral  Privileges  by  King  ‘James  I. 

The  Tale  of  the  Lady  Godina ,  who  rode  naked  thro* 
the  High-ftreet  of  this  City  to  purchafe  its  Exemption 
from  oppreffive  Taxes,  is  held  for  fo  certain  a  Truth, 
that  they  will  not  have  it  queftioned  upon  any  Account 
whatfoever  ;  and,  in  Memory  of  it,  the  Inhabitants 
make  a  Proceftion  yearly,  the  Friday  after  Trinity - 
Sunday ,  which  is  a  Fair,  with  a  naked  Figure  of  a  Wo¬ 
man  riding  on  Horfeback  thro*  the  City  ;  and  the  Pic¬ 
ture  of  the  poor  Fellow  who  peeped  out  of  the  Win¬ 
dow  to  fee  her,  is  ftill  kept  up,  looking  out  of  a  Garret 
in  the  High-ftreet  of  the  City.  It  has,  befides,  Three 
other  Fairs,  held  Ot 7.3.  Apr.  1.  and  Aug.  16.  Two 
Parliaments  have  been  held  in  this  City,  both  remark¬ 
ably  denominated;  one  in  the  6th  of  King  Henry  IV* 
called  Parliamentum  Indodiorum  ;  the  other  in  the  3  8  th 
of  King  Henry  VI.  called  Parliamentum  Diabolicum , 
becaufe  of  the  Attainder  palled  in  it  againft  the  Houfe 
of  York ,  and  its  Partifans. 

After  the  Reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  Anno  1662 . 
the  Walls  and  Towers  of  the  City  were  demolilhed, 
by  that  Prince’s  Command,  and  only  the  Gates  of  it 
left  {landing;  by  which  the  Beauty  and  Strength  of 
the  reft  may  be  guelTed  at.  The  Wall  round  it  was 
Three  Miles  in  Compafs  ;  the  Gates  were  in  Number 
1 2  ;  and  the  Towers  were  26. 

1.  his  City  fends  Two  Members  to  Parliament.  It 
Is  a  County  incorporate  of  itfelf,  and  includes  Nineteen 
Villages  and  Hamlets  within  its  Limits.  It  holds  Pleas, 
and  is  governed  by  a  Mayor,  10  Aldermen,  and  Sub- 
officers ;  but  it  had  only  Two  Parifti- Churches,  that: 
of  the  Holy  Trinity ,  and  the  Church  of  St.  Michael , 
which  were  unable  to  hold  half  the  Inhabitants,  till  the 
Year  1734.  when  an  Adi  pafled  for  making  the  Church 
of  Bablack  in  Coventry  a  Par  ilh- Church,  and  for  ap¬ 
pointing  a  Diftrid!  or  Parifh  thereto,  and  for  enabling 
the  Mafter  and  Uflier  of  the  free  Grammar-fchoof 

within' 
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within  the  faid  City,  to  be  the  Re&or  and  Le&urer  of 
the  faid  Parifh-Church,  for  all  time  to  come.  f  his  is 
called  in  the  A61  the  Parifh-Church  of  St.  John  the 
Bapti/l  in  the  City  of  Coventry.  Befides  thefe  Three 
Churches  and  Parifhes,  it  has  Four  Steeples.  The 
Roads  are  kept  well  paved  to  it  for  a  Mile  round.  Here 
is  a  good  Free fchool,  founded  by  John  Hales ,  Efq;  by 
the  Name  of  the  School  of  King  Henry  VIII.  the 
Mailer  of  which  is  to  be,  for  the  future,  the  Minifler 
of  the  new  Parifh-Church,  as  I  have  mentioned.  It 
has  a  good  Library;  and  there  is  alfo  an  Hofpital  for 
the  Poor,  In  the  Church  of  St.  Michael ,  which  is  a 
fine  Fabric  of  Gothic  Architecture,  is  a  mod  curious 
Piece  of  Painting,  lately  ereCted  for  an  Altar-piece  ;  by 
fome  thought  to  refemble  more  thofe  that  are  feen  in 
Popifh  Churches  abroad,  than  the  true  Proteftant  Sim¬ 
plicity.  But  here  is  no  Cathedral,  as  fome  have  falfiy 
faid  ;  neither  is  the  Great  Church,  fo  called,  either 
Collegiate  or  Conventual ;  but  only  a  Monadery  or 
Priory. 

Yet  this  City  contended  a  great  while  for  this  Ho¬ 
nour,  but  could  not  carry  it.  In  King  Henry  VIII/s 
Time,  the  Priory  being  diffolved,  the  Church,  which 
they  would  have  called  a  Cathedral,  was  reduced  to  a 
private  Parifh-Church,  and  continues  fo  to  this  Day: 
’tis  alfo  an  Archdeaconry,  and  the  Bilhop  is  filled  Bilhop 
of  Lichfield  and  Coventry. 

The  Spire  of  the  great  Church  is,  however,  very 
beautiful,  and  100  Yards  high.  The  Two  Churches 
above-named  are  in  the  fame  Yard,  as  it  were  rivaling 
each  other. 

The  Crofe  is  a  fine  Gothic  Work,  the  Patched  in 
the  Kingdom,  66  Feet  high  ;  and  in  Niches  are  the 
Statues  of  feveral  of  the  Englifi  Kings,  in  curious  Go¬ 
thic  Sculpture.  It  was  built  in  Henry  VIII. *s  Reign, 
by  Sir  William  Holies ,  Lord  Mayor  of  London ,  and  was 
repaired  and  beautified  in  the  V  ear  1667.  But  it  now 
wants  another  Repair  \  for  it  is  in  a  very  bad  Condi* 
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tlon  ;  moll  of  the  Figures  are  broken  and  defaced,  and 
I7o  Care  taken  to  prevent  their  total  Deftrudhon. 

At  the  South-end  of  the  Town  ftands  asta)l  Spire  by 
itfelf,  being  what  is  left  of  the  Grey-Friers  Conventual 
Church.  The  Town-houfe  is  worth  feeing  ;  the  Win¬ 
dows  of  it  are  painted  Glafs,  reprefenting  fome  of  the 
old  Kings,  Earls,  &c.  who  have  been  Benefadlors  to 
the  Town. 

And  a  Copy  of  Latin  Verfes  is  there  to  be  read,  in 
Praife  of  their  Royal  Benefactors,  in  which  are  named 
the  Edwards ,  the  Henries ,  the  Black  Prince ,  Queen 
Elizabeth ,  the  Duke  of  Northumberland ,  and  the  great 
Earl  of  Leicejler . 

Wednefday  and  Friday  are  the  Market-days. 

Birmingham  is  a  very  populous  Town,  and  full  of 
Tron  Manufactories,  efpecially  of  the  fmalkr  Sorts ;  in 
which  the  Inhabitants  fo  greatly  excel,  that  their  Works 
are  carried  to  all  Parts  of  the  World  in  great  Quantities. 
It  was  a  Lordfhip  before  the  Norman  Conqueft  :  which 
Denomination  it  Hill  retains,  being  governed  by  Two 
Conftables ;  but  is  of  late  Years  greatly  improved  and 
inlarged  by  many  new  Buildings,  both  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  ;  particularly  a  Church  built  by  virtue  of  an  Adi 
of  Parliament,  palled  in  the  7th  Year  of  Queen  Anne , 
which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Philip ;  a  Charity-fchool,  where¬ 
in  are  maintained  and  taught  upwards  of  50  Boys  and 
Girls ;  and  a  free  Grammar- fchool,  founded,  and  hand¬ 
somely  endowed,  by  King  Edward  VI.  now  rebuilt  in 
a  {lately  and  commodious  Form.  This  Town  is  on 
the  Borders  of  the  County,  fituated  on  the  Side  of  an 
Hill ;  and  has  a  moft  plentiful  Market  every  Fhurfday , 
and  Two  annual  Fairs,  one  on  Afcenjion-day ,  and  the 
Other  at  Michaelmas . 

We  could  by  no  means  pafs  the  Town  of  Warivick , 
the  Diftance  too  being  but  about  Six  Miles  from  Co¬ 
ventry,  and  a  very  pleafant  Way  on  the  Banks  of  the 
River  Avon:  ’tis  famous  for  being  the  Refidence  of  the 
great  Guy  Earl  of  Warwick,  gf  whom  Tradition  lias 

delivered 
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delivered  down  to  us  fo  many  hyperbolical  Accounts, 
that  it  is  hardly  poffible  to  diftinguifh  his  real  Adlions 
/rom  what  are  fabulous.  He  fiourifhed  in  the  Reign  of 
Athelftane ,  and  decided  the  Fate  of  the  Kingdom  by 
Compact,  in  fingle  Combat  with  Colbrond  the  Dane,  a 
Man  of  gigantic  Stature,  whom  he  Hew,  and  after- 
wards  led  an  Hermit’s  Life,  till  his  Death.  They  fhew 
us  here  his  Caftle,  his  Helmet,  his  Sword,  and  tell 
abundance  of  things  of  him,  which  have  fbrne  Appear¬ 
ance  of  HiHory,  though  not  much  Authority  to  fupport 
them.  So  I  leave  that  Part  to  the  curious  Searchers 
into  Antiquity,  who  may  confult  Mr.  Camden ,  Rous , 
Dugdale ,  and  other  Antiquaries,  on  that  Subje<51,  who 
tell  us  the  Caftle  was  built  before  our  Saviour’s  Time, 
and  has  been  a  Place  of  great  Confideration  ever  fince. 

As  to  Warwick,  it  is  really  a  fine  Town,  pleafantly 
fituated  on  the  Bank  of  the  Avon ,  over  which  is  a  large 
and  ftately  Bridge,  the  Avon  being  now  grown  a  pretty 
large  River.  Warwick  has  fufFered '  much  from  all 
Quarters.  It  was  once  deftroyed  by  the  Piffs  and  Scots ; 
after  which,  the  famous  CaraSlacus  (who  at  the  Head 
of  the  Sihres  oppofed  the  Romans  fo  long)  rebuilt  it, 
erecting  there  alfo  a  Palace  for  himfelf.  Then  thei^- 
mans  under  Ojiorius ,  and  after  them  the  Saxons ,  greatly 
damaged  it ;  and  laflly,  the  ravaging  Danes  ruined  it. 

Though  it  was  a  Corporation  by  Prefcription,  yet  it 
took  a  Charter  from  Philip  and  Mary ,  and  fince  from 
'James  L  and  is  now  governed  by  a  Bailiff,  and  1 2  Bur- 
gelfes.  It  has  an  handfbme  Rone-built  Market- houfe, 
upheld  by  Pillars ;  and  here  is  a  good  Freefchool,  and  a 
well-endowed  Hofpital  for  decayed  Gentlemen.  Tho’ 
it  has  been  always  accounted  an  handfome  well-built 
Town,  yet  the  Face  of  it  is  now  quite  altered  and  im¬ 
proved  ;  for  having  been  almoff  wholly  reduced  to  an 
Heap  of  Rubbifh,  by  a  terrible  Fire,  which  happened 
the  5th  Day  of  September  1694.  by  the  mere  Accident 
of  a  Spark  being  blown  from  a  Stick,  as  it  was  carried 
jacrofs  a  Lane,  to  the  Damage  of  96,000  l.  it  was  re~ 
r  ,  built 
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built  by  A&  of  Parliament,  and  that  in  fo  noble  and 
beautiful  a  manner,  that  few  Towns  in  England  make 
fo  fine  an  Appearance. 

The  Church  and  lofty  Tower  are  new*built,  except 
the  Eaft-end,  which  is  old,  and  very  good  Work. 
There  are  many  fine  Brafs  Monuments  of  the  Earls  of 
Warwick,  and  others ;  alfo  one  of  th&  Earl  of  Ejjex , 
Queen  Elizabeth's  unhappy  Favourite  ;  and  many  Cha¬ 
pels  and  Confeflionaries.  In  the  Chapter-  houfe  on  the 
North-fide,  is  a  Tomb  of  the  Lord  Brook .  The  Caftle 
flands  upon  the  River  Avon  on  a  folid  Rock,  from 
w^ofe  Bowels  that  and  the  whole  1  own  may  be^  laid  to 
have  been  dug.  The  Terrace  of  the  Caftle,  like  that 
of  JVmdfor,  overlooks  a  beautiful  Country  ;  one  fees 
the  Avon  running  at  the  Foot  of  the  Precipice,  from 
above  50  Feet  perpendicular  Height ;  for  the  folid  Rock, 
from  the  River  on  which  it  Hands,  is  40  Feet  high,  but 
on  the  North-fide  it  is  even  with  the  Town.  The 
Building  is  old,  but  has  been  often  repaired  and  beau¬ 
tified  ;  and  5tis  now  a  very  agreeable  Structure  both 
within  and  without.  The  Apartments  are  very  nicely 
contrived,  and  the  Communication  of  the  remote# 
Parts  of  the  Building,  one  with  another,  is  fo  well  pre- 
ferved  by  Galleries,  and  by  the  great  Hall,  which  is 
very  magnificent,  that  one  finds  no  Irregularity  in  the 
while  Building,  notwithftanding  its  antient  Plan,  as  it 
was  a  Caftle  built  for  Strength,  rather  than  a  Palace  to 
dwell  in  for  Pleafure. 

A  Stone  Bridge  with  a  dozen  Arches  is  at  the  Caftle  ; 
acrofs  is  a  ftone-work  Dam,  where  the  Water  falls 
over  it  as  a  Cafcade,  under  the  Caftle  Wall.  It  is 
fenced  with  a  deep  Mound,  and  ftrong  embattled  double; 
Walls,  and  lofty  Towers.  On  one  Side  the  Area  is  a 
very  high  Mount.  There  are  good  Apartments  and. 
Lodgings  next  the  River,  the  Residence  of  Earl  Brook «. 
The  Priory  on  the  North-eaft:  of  the  Town,  overlooks 
a  pleafant  woody  Vale.  There  are  a  great  many  curi¬ 
ous  original  Pidiures  in  the  Caftle,  by  Vandyke^  and  other: 
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good  Hands,  of  Kings,  Queens,  and  other  noble  Per- 
fonages,  both  Englijh  and  foreign. 

Wednesday  and  Saturday  are  the  Market-days  ;  and 
it  holds  Six  Fairs,  which  are,  the  firft  Saturday  in  Lent , 
May-day ,  Midfummer-day ,  St.  Bartholomew's^  Michael¬ 
mas,  and  St.  Simon  and  Jude.  It  fends  Two  Members 
to  Parliament. 

A  Mile  out  of  the  Town,  on  the  Side  of  an  Hill,  is 
a  pretty  retired  Cell,  called  Guy-Cliff.  In  an  old  Cha~ 
pel  is  Guys  Statue,  Eight  Feet  high.  The  Fence  of 
the  Court  is  intire  Rock,  in  which  are  cut  Stables  and 
Outhoufes.  They  fhewed  us  the  rough  Cave,  where 
they  fay  the  famous  Guy  died  an  Hermit. 

While  I  was  ftationed,  as  I  may  fay,  at  Warwick , 
I  took  a  Turn  about  the  Country,  to  view  fuch  Pla¬ 
ces  of  Note  as  lay  fometimes  out  of  my  intended  Route. 
And  firft,  palling  a  Rivulet,  I  came  to  the  antient 
Tripontium. ,  placed  in  a  pleafant  little  Valley,  the  Sides 
of  which  are  pretty  fteep.  The  Road  on  the  op- 
pofite  Hill  looks  perfectly  like  a  Perfpe&ive-Scene 
at  the  Theatre.  This  is  a  Roman  Station,  rightly 
‘  placed  at  Dovebridge  upon  the  Avon,  running  by 
Rugby  to  Warwick.  The  Stream  here  divides^  into 
Two,  with  a  Bridge  over  each.  Upon  one  is  a  (hort 
Infcription  in  Stone,  fhewing  the  Three  Counties  which 
repair  it. 

Near  this  Place,  at  Legers- A Jhby  in  Northamptonjhire, 
has  been  an  old  Town,  as  they  fay,  deftroyed  by  the 
Danes.  Catejby ,  who  hatched  the  Powder-plot,  owned 
the  Town. 

We  went  on  to  Dav entry,  a  confiderable  Market- 
town,  governed  by  a  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Steward,  and 
12  Freemen.  It  lies  on  the  great  Road  to  Chejler,  and 
is  confequently  a 'great  Thoroughfare,  and  well  fur- 
nifhed  With  good  Inns;  for  it  fubfifts  chiefly  by  the 
great  Concourfe  of  Travelers  that  pals  that  Way.  It 
lies  alfo  m  the  old  Watlmg-Jlmt  Way.  The  Road 
s  '  was 
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was  turned  to  pafs  through  the  Town,  and  runs  on  to 
Dunfimor  e-heath,  where  it  croiT'es  the  Fojfe,  and  one 
Branch  goes  on  to  Coventry,  and  the  other  joins  the 
Fojfe,  and  goes  on  to  a  Place  called  High-crofs,  of 
which  farther  anon,  where  it  falls  into  the  old  Wat- 
ling-Jlreet,  and  both  meet  again  near  Lichfield. 

It  is  a  moft  pleafant  Curiofity  to  obferve  the  Courfe 
of  thefe  old  famous  Highways,  the  Jcknild  Way,  the 
iVatling-fireet ,  and  the”  Fojfe  ;  in  which  one  fees  fo 
lively  a  Reprefentation  of  the  antient  Briltjh ,  Roman , 
and  Saxon  Governments,  that  one  cannot  help  recall¬ 
ing  thofe  Times  to  the  Imagination  ;  and,  though  I 
am  confined  to  fuch  narrow  Limits  in  this  Work,!yet  a 
Circuit  or  Tour  through  England  would  be  very  im¬ 
perfect,  if  I  fhould  take  no  notice  of  thefe  Ways,  fee¬ 
ing  in  tracing  them  we  neceflarily  come  to  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Towns,  that  either  are  or  have  been  in  every 
County;  and  likewifein  mentioning  their  Remains,  we; 
give  fome  Account  of  them  as  in  their  prefent  State,,., 
which  falls  diredtly  in  with  my  Defign. 

From  Daventry  we  went  a  little  out  of  the  Road* 
to  fee  a  great  Camp  called  Burrow-hill ,  upon  the 
North-end  of  an  Eminence,  covered  over  with  Ferni 
and  Gofs.  Here  ufed  to  be  kept  an  Horfe-race„ 
They  fay  this  was  a  Danijh  Camp,  and  every  thing 
hereabouts  is  attributed  to  the  Danes,  becaufe  of  the 
neighbouring  Daventry,  which  they  fuppofe  to  have 
been  built  by  them.  The  Road  hereabouts  too  be¬ 
ing  overgrown  with  Dane  weed,  they  fanfy  it  fprung 
from  the  Blood  of  the  Danes ,  (lain  in  Battle  ;  and! 
that  if  upon  a  certain  Day  in  the  Year  you  cut  it,  in 
bleeds. 

Originally,  it  feems  to  have  been  Roman ,  but  per- 
haps, mew-  modelled  by  the  Danes .  . 

In  Norton  Town  Road  a  Cornu  Ammonis  lies  neglect¬ 
ed,  too  big  to  bring  away.  ^  ? 

At  j Weedon  is  (hewn  the  Site  of  King  Wolf  here  $ 
Palace  ;  the  Saxon  Kings  of  this  Province  refiding  here!- 

JM 
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The  Paflures  called  the  Ejhes  are  the  Roman  Camp. 
St.  Werberg ,  Daughter  of  King  Wolfhere ,  and  Abbefs 
to  the  Nunnery  in  this  Place,  had  here  a  Chapel.  Abun- 
dance  of  very  fine  Stone,  and  many  Roman  Coins, 
have  been  dug  up*  Weedon  now  contains  Two  Parishes, 
and  has  been  a  Market-town. 

Old  Stretford  {lands  on  the  oppofite  Side  of  the  Oufe 
to  Stony- Stretford,  In  the  Fields  thereabouts  are  found 
many  Roman  Coins. 

A  little  North  of  the  Horfe-Jhoe  Inn,  flood  Queen 
Eleanor  §  Crofs,  which  was  pulled  down  in  the  Civil 
Wars. 

T  o  the  Well  of  Stretford  {lands  Whaddm-hall, 
upon  very  high  Ground,  affording  a  moft  beautiful 
Profpedl.  This  Manor  formerly  belonged  to  the  Lords 
Grey ;  one  of  whom,  a  Knight  of  the  Garter,  is 
buried  in  the  Church.  Here  is  the  original  Picture  of 
I  Dr.  Willis ,  the  Progenitor  of  the  prefent  Pofleffor, 
with  many  of  his  MSS.  Letters,  Confultations,  Le- 
dfures,  and  other  Works,  unpublifhed.  The  Poets 
Spencer ,  and  the  Duke  of  Bucks ,  honoured  this  Place 
with  their  Refidence.  Still  higher  flands  Stukeley . 
The  Church  is  very  intire,  though  built  before  the 
Conquefl,  in  the  plain  antient  Manner. 

I  now  come  to  Northa?npton ,  an  antient  Borough- 
town,  incorporated  by  King  Henry  II.  and  confirmed 
by  King  fames  I.  Several  Parliaments  have  been  held 
here,  on  account  of  its  healthful  and  agreeable  Situa¬ 
tion,  befides  its  being  the  handfomeft  Town  in  all 
this  Part  of  England ;  but  here,  as  at  Warwick ,  the 
Beauty  of  it  is  owing  to  its  Difafter  ;  for  it  was  fo  ef¬ 
fectually  burnt  down,  Sept .  20.  1675.  that  very  few 
Houfes  were  left  {landing ;  and,  although  the  Fire 
began  in  the  Day-time,  the  Flame  fpread  itfelf  with 
fiuch  Fury  and  Speed,  that,  they  tell  us,  a  Townf- 
man,  being  Two  Miles  off  upon  an  Hill  on  the  South- 
fide  of  the  Town,  faw  the  Fire  at  one  End  of  it, 
jufi  as  it  began  >  and  before  he  reached  the  Town, 

with 
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with  all  the  Speed  he  could,  the  other  End  was  in 
Flames  alfo.  ’Tis  now  finely  rebuilt  with  Brick  and 
Stones,  and  the  Streets  made  fpacious  and  wide.  It 
has  Two  Hofpitals,  and  a  Charity-fchool  well  endow¬ 
ed.  The  Market-place  13  fquare  and  fpacious;  the 
Affize-houfe  is  built  after  the  Corinthian  Order.  Here 
are  Four  Parifh-churches,  All-Saints ,  St.  Giles's ,  S t. 
Sepulchre s,  and  St.  Peter  s.  All-Saints  or  All-Hair 
lows  Church  is  a  pretty  Edifice,  with  a  Cupola,  and  a 
noble  Portico,  before  it,  of  Eight  lofty  Ionic  Co¬ 
lumns.  Upon  the  Baluftrade  is  a  Statue  of  King 
Charles  IT.  It  is  fituated  on  the  North-weft  of  the 
River  Nyne^  over  which  there  are  Two  handfome 
Bridges,  and  is  walled  in  ;  and  on  the  Weft-fide  are 
the  Remains  of  an  old  Caftle,  upon  an  Eminence. 
}Tis  governed  by  a  Mayor,  Two  Bailiffs,  a  Recorder, 
&c.  and  fends  Two  Members  to  Parliament.  All- 
Saints  Church  before- mentioned  ftands  in  a  Centre, 
where  Four  large  fpacious  Streets  terminate.  The 
public  Buildings  are  efteemed  the  fineft  that  can  be 
feen  in  any  County-town  in  England ,  being  all  new- 
built. 

The  great  Inn  called  the  George ,  at  the  Corner  of 
the  High-ftreet,  looks  more  like  a  Palace  than  an 
Inn,  and  coft  above  2000  /.  building  ;  and  fo  generous 
was  the  Owner,  that,  as  we  were  told,  when  he  had 
built  it,  he  gave  it  to  the  Poor  of  the  Town. 

This  is  counted  the  Centre  of  all  the  Horfe-markets 
and  Horfe-fairs  in  England ,  there  being  here  no  lets 
than  Seven  Fairs  in  a  Year.  And  indeed  Northamp¬ 
ton  is  reckoned  the  Navel  of  England.  Here  they  buy 
Horfes  of  all  Sorts,  as  well  for  the  Saddle  as  for  the 
Coach  and  Cart;  and  hither  all  the  Jockeys  from  Lon - 
don  refort  to  purchafe  Horfes. 

Near  Northampton  is  the  antient  Royal  Houfe  of 
Holmeby ,  which  was  formerly  in  great  Efteem,  and 
by  its  Situation  is  capable  of  being  made  a  truly 
Royal  Palace.  But  the  melancholy  Reflexion  of  the: 
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Imprifonment  of  King  Charles  I.  in  this  Houfe,  and 
his  being  violently  taken  hence  again  by  the  Rebels, 
has  caft  a  kind  of  Difgrace  upon  the  Place,  fo  that  it 
has  been  forfaken.  The  Houfe  and  Eftate  was  pur- 
chafed  by  the  late  Duchefs  of  Marlborough ,  and  is  at 
prefent  poflefTed  by  a  Farmer,  who  has  pulled  down 
Part  of  the  Out-houfes,  and  converted  the  remaining 
Part  into  Barns,  Stables,  &c. 

A  little  Way  off  of  Northampton  is  Nafeby ,  where 
the  bloody  and  fatal  Battle  was  fought  between  the 
Royalifts  and  Parliamentarians,  upon  a  fine  Plain, 

\  where  at  prefent  {lands  a  Windmill ;  and  on  it  are 
the  Marks  of  feveral  great  Holes,  where  the  Slain 
were  buried  ;  and  near  this  is  Guildjborongh ,  fo  named 
from  a  Roman  Camp,  of  a  fquare  Form,  and  deep 
Ditch,  called  The  Burrows . 

Towcejier  is  a  confiderable  Town  between  Two  Ri¬ 
vulets,  which  encompafs  it  almolf  round.  It  is  an 
;  handfome  Place,  well  provided  for  the  Reception  of 
Travelers.  It  is  of  large  Extent,  and  very  populous : 
and  having  but  one  Parifh-Church,  which  is  Two 
Mdes  diffant  from  the  Hamlet  of  Althorpe  and  Fox - 
eoate,  in  which  there  was  a  Chapel  of  Eafe,  but  of¬ 
ficiated  in  only  once  a  Month,  by  the  Vicar  of  Tow 
cefter ,  though  his  computed  there  are  400  Souls  in  the 
laid  Hamlet,  who  in  the  Winter-time  cannot  attend 
Divine  Service  at  Towcejier  \  and  feveral  Benefadtions 
having  been  given,  in  cafe  the  faid  Hamlet  fhould  be 
eredted  into  a  Parifh  ;  for  all  thefe  Reafons,  an  A<St 
pafled,  SefT.  1737.  for  making  the  Chapel  in  the  Ham¬ 
let  of  Althorpe  and  Foxcoate  a  Parifh-Church,  and  for 
appointing  a  Diftridt  or  Parifh  thereto  ;  and,  according 
to  the  Condition  of  one  of  the  Benefactions,  enabling 
the  Mafler  of  the  free  Grammar-fchool,  within  the 
faid  Hamlet,  to  be  Vicar  of  the  new  Parifh-Church. 

Towcejier  is  a  pretty  Town,  of  Roman  Antiquity; 
through  which,  in  a  flrait  Line,  runs  the  Watting - 
flreet,  The  Inhabitants  of  all  Ages  are  here  employed 

in 
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in  afilken  Manufacture,  and  Lace-making.  TheTowr 
confifts  of  One  Jong  Street,  and  is  almoft  intirely  en- 
compafTed  with  Water. 

The  Seat  of  the  Earl  of  Pdmfret ,  near  cIowcefterr 
is  a  (lately  Building,  and  (lands  pleafantly,  amidfl  good 
Plantations  of  Wood,  Vifta^-  and  fine  Profpecls. 
In  the  grand  View  to  the  back  Fronr,  beyoftd  the 
Garden,  is  a  large  and  long  Canal:  and  juft  below 
the  Gardens,  the  Meadows,  which  are  of  great  Extent, 
lie  open  to  the  V iew  of  the  Houfe  \  and  the  River  fer- 
pentizmg  through  thefe,  gives  a  great  Beauty  to  the 
Seat.  Several  curious  Pi&ures  are  in  the  Houfe.  But 
what  is  the  principal  Glory  of  this  Seat,  is,  the  vaft 
Number  of  Greek  and  Roman  Marbles,  Statues. 
Bufto’s,  Bas-reliefs,  Urns,  Altars,  (Ac.  Part  of  the 
invaluable  Collection  of  the  great  Earl  of  ArundeW} 
and  which  are  worthy  of  a  Journey  through  half  the^ 
Globe  to  behold.  The  Hall  is  a  fine  lofty  Room 
and  the  great  Stairs  are  painted  in  Frefco  by  Sir  James 
Thornhill, 

The  Houfe  late  the  Earl  of  Sunderland's ,  at  Althorpe . 
has  within  thefe  few  Years  changed  its  Face  to  much 
Advantage.  This  antient  Seat  was  rebuilt,  with  grea 
Improvement,  by  Robert  Earl  of  Sunderland ,  Grand¬ 
father  to  the  prefent  Duke  of  Marlborough  \  and  is 
particularly  noted  for  a  magnificent  Gallery,  furnifhec 
with  a  large  ColleClion  of  curious  Paintings,  by  the  beft 
Hands.  And  in  the  Apartments  below-ftaits  there  b 
a  dill  more  valuable  one,  of  mod  of  the  greateft  Ma¬ 
ilers  -in  Europe .  So  that  there  are  very  few  Collections 
of  PiClures  in  England ,  better  worth  the  Curiofity  of  a 
Traveler  than  this. 

The.  Park  is  laid  out  and  planted  after  the  Manner 
of  that  at  Greenwich ,  and  was  defigned  by  Le  Notre, 
the  fame  Perfon  who  planted  St.  James's  Park,  anc 
CaJJioberry ,  as  alfo  feveral  other  Parks  and  Gardens  in: 
England . 
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There  is  a  noble  Piece  of  Water  here,  on  which  is 
lately  built  a  fine  Veffiel,  completely  equipped  ;  as  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford  has  alfo  at  his  Seat  at  Wo¬ 
burn- Abbey.  There  are  like  wife  on  this  Stream  a  fine 
Venetian  Gondola,  Canoes,  &c.  But  the  Water  is 
too  near  the  Houfe,  and  occafions  fo  great  a  Damp*, 
that  fome  of  the  Pictures  in  the  Gallery  are  mildewed 
thereby. 

At  a  convenient  Diftance  from  the  Houfe  is  lately 
built  an  handfome  Square  of  Offices ;  and  near  the% 
is  a  large  Kitchen-garden  finely  walled  and  planted,  in 
which  is  an  handfome  Building,  for  the  Refidence  of 
the  Gardener,  which  is  a  Model  of  an  Italian  Villa. 

From  hence  we  went  North  towards  Harbor ough^ 
and  in  the  Way,  in  the  midft  of  deep  difmal  Roads,  the:‘ 
dirtied:  and  word:  in  all  that  Part  of  the  Country,  we 
faw  Bough  ton,  the  noble  Seat  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Montagu ,  an  Houfe  built  by  the  firft  Duke,  very  much 
after  the  Model  of  the  Palace  of  Verfailles  ;  the  treble 
Wings  projecting,  and  expanded,  forming  a  Court  or 
Space  wider  and  wider,  in  proper  Stades,  anfwerable 
to  the  Wings,  the  Body  of  the  Houfe  dofing  the  whole 
View. 

The  Hall  is  a  very  noble  Room  ;  on  the  Cieling  is 
a  Convocation  of  the  Gods,  admirably  painted,  as  are 
many  Suits  of  Rooms,  Staircafes,  Galleries,  lsc.  befide 
the  great  Number  of  Portraits,  and  other  curious 
Pictures.  The  Gardens  contain  90  Acres,  adorned 
with  Statues,  Flower  pots,  Urns  of  Marble  and  Metal, 
many  very  large  Bafons,  with  Variety  of  Fountains 
playing,  Aviaries,  Refervoirs,  Filh-ponds,  Canals, 
WilderneiTes,  Terraces,  ifc.  The  Cafcade  is  very 
fine,  and  a  whole  River,  running  through  the  Length 
of  the  Gardens,  is  diverfified  moil  agreeably  to  com¬ 
plete  its  Beauty. 

The  Park  is  walled  round  with  Brick,  and  fo  finely 
planted  with  Trees,  and  in  fuch  an  excellent  Order, 
that  I  faw  nothing  more  beautiful,  even  in  Italy  itfelf, 
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except  that  the  Walks  of  Trees  were  not  Orange,  Le* 
mon,  and  Citron,  as  they  are  in  Naples ,  the  Abruzzo v 
and  other  Southern  Parts  of  Italy. 

A  Mile  oft*  is  G eddington,  where,  in  a  Tyro  him 
flands  one  of  the  Stone  Croftes,  built  by  King  Ed¬ 
ward  L  in  Memory  of  his  Queen  Eleanor.  Thefe  art 
faid  to  be  the  Places  where  the  Corpfe  of  that  Princef ! 
refted,  and  Croftes  were  eredled ;  Lincoln ,  Newark 
Leicefier,  Geddington^  Northampton ,  Stony  Stretford  i 
Dunjiable-)  St.  Albans ,  Waltham ,  Cheapjide ,  Charing 
crofs. 

On  Willoughby  Side  of  the  Road  is  an  Hillock,  callec 
Crofs-hill ,  where  the  Country-people  oblerve  an  anni 
verfary  Feftival.  Willoughby  Brook  plays  in  delight  ft* 
Meanders  along  a  Valley  between  Corn-fields,  w  h 
moderate  Water.,  unlefs  raifed  by  Rains.  Here  f  vera 
Brafs  and  Silver  Coins  have  been  found,  and  fome 
Gold.  The  Pe  pie  have  a  Notion  of  great  Riches  be 
ing  hid  under-ground  ;  and  there  is  a  vulgar  Report 
that  under  one  Balk  or  Mere ,  that  is,  Divinon,  be: 
tween  the  plowed  Fields,  there  is  as  much  Money  a 
would  purchafe  the  whole  Lordfhip  ;  but  they  dare  nc 
dig,  they  pretend,  for  fear  of  Spirits.  Mofaic  Pave: 
ments,  Coins,  Pot-hooks,  Fire-fhovels,  &c.  have  bee 
alfo  found. 

/  In  Willoughby  Town  is  an  handfome  Crofs  of  om 
Stone,  Five*  Yards  long.  The  Parliament-Soldiers  hai 
tied  Ropes  about  it  to  pull  it  down  ;  but  the  Vies 
quenched  their  Zeal  wTith  fome  ftrong  Beer,  after  have 
ing  harangued  them  concerning  its  Innocence. 

At  Cojfmgton ,  near  the  River  Wrek ,  is  a  vaft  Ban 
row,  350  Feet  long,  120  broad,  40  high,  or  near  ii 
very  handfomely  worked  up  on  the  Sides,  and  ver> 
fleep.  It  is  called  Shipley- hill ,  from  a  great  Captaii 
of  that  Name,  who,  they  fay,  was  here  buried..  G 
the  Top  are  feveral  oblong  doubled  Trenches  cut  in  th 
Turf,  where  the  Lads  and  Laftes  of  the  adjacent  Vij 
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lages  meet  on  Eajier- Monday,  to  recreate  themfelves 
•with  Cakes  and  Ale. 

At  Erdborough  is  a  ftrong  Roman  Camp,  800  Feet 
long,  of  a  delightful  Profpedh  Near  it  is  a  petrefying 
Spring. 

Bu  t  I  mu  ft  not  omit,  as  I  had  like  to  have  done, 
the  Town  of  iVellingborough  in  the  County  of  North - 
ampton. 

It  was  a  .large,  well-built,  and  well- inhabited 
Town,  with  a  fine  Church,  and  Freefchool.  A 
dreadful  Fire,  which  happened  here  in  July  1738.  has 
made  the  Town  ftill  more  beautiful,  though  the  Oc- 
!  cafion  was  too  melancholy  to  be  wiftied  for.  It  began 
t  at  a  Dyer’s  Houfe  in  the  Town,  about  Two  in  the  A f- 
tern  on,  and  in  the  Space  of  Six  Hours  confirmed  near 
220  Houfes,  befides  Outhoufes,.  Barns,  Stables,  &c. 
amounting  in  the  Whole  to  upwards  of  800,  moftly 
in  the  South  and  Eaft  Parts  of  the  Town.  The  Wind 
being  high,  and  but  little  Water  to  be  had;  the  Fire 
was  fo  fierce  and  violent,  that  it  teemed  to  break  out  at 
Twenty  Places  at  once  ;  ana  the  Inhabitants  were  in 
fuch  Confufion,  that  but  few  of  them  had  time  to  fave 
any  Goods,  and  many  only  theCloaths  on  their  Backs. 
As  it  happened  chiefly  among  the  trading  Men  and 
Farmers,  the  Lofs  upon  them  was  very  heavy.  But 
it  was  a  good  deal  alleviated  by  the  fignal  Charity  of  the 
neighbouring  Gentlemen  and  others,  which  faved  many 
of  the  poor  Sufferers  from  perifhing  for  Want. 

In  the  Month  of  March  following  this  dreadful  Fire, 
another  happened  at  Findon r,  Fwo  Miles  from  Welling- 
borough ,  which  confumed  1 6  Houfes. 

From  Boughton ,  we  went  on  fo  H arbor 0 ugh,  a 
good  Market-town,  and  great  Thoroughfare,  intend- 
ing  to  go  forward  to  Lelccfter  ;  but  Curiofity  turned 
us  Weft  a  little,  to  fee  an  old  Town  called  Lut¬ 
terworth ,  famous  for  being  the  Birth-place  of  John 
Wkklijfy  the  firft  Preacher  of  the  Reformation  in 

England* 
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England ,  whofe  Difciples  were  afterwards  called 

Lollards. 

The  Church  was  lately  beautified,  and  paved  with 
a  coftly  Pavement  of  chequered  Stone;  and  the  Pews; 
are  new;  and  every  thing  both  in  Church  and  Cham 
cel,  of  thick  Oak-planks,  Six-fquare,  except  the  ( 
Pulpit,  which  is  preferved  on  account  of  its  beine 
ffickliff*  s. 

Being  thus  got  a  little  out  of  our  Way,  we  turnec 
Weft  into  the  Watling-Jlreet  Way,  at  High- crofs. 
where  the  FoJJs  croftes  it,  and  which,  I  fuppofe,  oc- 
cafioned  the  Name,  leaving  Rugby  in  IVarwickJhire 
a  fmall  Town,  noted  only  for  a  great  Number  O', 
Butchers,  on  the  South-weft  of  us.  At  this  Crofs 
we  feemed  to  be  in  the  Centre,  and  on  the  highef 
Ground,  of  England ;  for  from  hence  Rivers  rur 
every  Way.  The  FoJJe  went  acrofs  the  Back-fide  oi 
our  Inn,  and  fo  towards  Bath .  Here  are  divers  Re 
mqn  Antiquities :  its  antient  Appellation  was  Benonis 
The  late  Earl  of  Denbeigh  (whofe  Seat  is  near  thii 
Road),  and  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Neighbourhood 
eredled  here  a  Crofs  of  an  handfome  Defign,  but  a 
mouldering  Stone,  through  the  Deceit  of  the  Archi 
tetft.  It  confifts  of  Four  Doric  Columns,  regarding 
the  Four  Roads,  with  a  gilded  Globe  and  Crofs  at  top 
upon  a  Sun-dial.  On  Two  Sides,  between  the  Foui 
Fufcan  Pillars,  which  compofe  a  fort  of  Pedeftal,  ar 
thefe  Infcriptions : 

Ficinarum  provinciarum ,  Vervicenjis  fcilicet  iff  Lea 
cejlrenfis ,  ornament  a ,  pro  ceres  patritiique ,  aufpich 
illujhijjimi  Bafilii  Comitis  de  Denbeigh ,  banc  colu 
mnam  flatuendam  curaverunt ,  in  gratajn  pariter  £ 
perpetuam  memoriam  'fani  tandem  a  Serenijfima  Am 
clauft 5  A.  D*  M.DCC.XIL 
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The  Noblemen  and  Gentry,  Ornaments  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Counties  of  Warwick  and  Le'icefter ,  at  the 
Indances  of  the  Right  Honourable  Bafil  Earl  of 
Denbeigh ,  have  caufed  this  Pillar  to  be  ere&ed,  in 
grateful  as  well  as  perpetual  Remembrance  of 
Peace  at  laft  reftored  by  her  Maiefty  Queen 
June,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  M.DCC.XIL 

The  Infcription  on  the  other  Side  runs  thus  : 

Si  veterum  Romanorum  veftigia  quaras ,  hie  cernas , 
viator.  Hie  enim  celeb  err  imae  illorum  via  militares 
Jefe  mutuo  fecantes  ad  extremos  ufque  Britannia  li¬ 
mit  es  procurrunt :  hie  Jlatha  fua  habuerunt  Venno- 
nes ;  &  ad  primum  abhinc  fapidem  cajlra  fua  ad 
Stratam,  id  ad  F'ojjam  tumulum ,  Claudius  quid  am 
cohortis  prafedius  habuiffe  videtur . 


Which  may  be  thus  rendered : 

If,  Traveller,  you  fearch  for  the  Footfteps  of  the  an- 
tient  Romans ,  here  you  may  behold  them.  For 
here  their  mod  celebrated  military  Ways,  erodin'^ 
one  another,  extend  to  the  utrnoft  Boundaries  of 
Britain :  here  the  Vennones  kept  their  Quarters; 
and,  at  the  Diftance  of  one  Mile  from  hence* 
Claudius ,  a  certain  Commander  of  a  Cohort,  feerns 
to  have  had  a  Camp  toward  the  f  Street,  and  to¬ 
ward  the  Fojfe  a  Tomb. 

The  Watling-Jlreet,  meafuring  from  Chefier  through 
London  and  Dover ,  makes  a  ftrait  Line  with  Rome* 
Which  feems  to  have  been  fo  contrived  by  the  great 
bounders,  that  in  traveling  upon  it,  they  might  have 

jj  f  The  Watling-Jlreety  fimply  called  The  Street,  by  way  of  Emi- 
[fience. 
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the  Satisfaflion  of  reflefting,  that  they  were  going 
upon  the  Lme,  which  led  to  the  Capital  of  the  Em- 
■pirc. 

This  Road  is  not  paflable  but  juft  in  the  Middle  of 
Summer,  after  the  Coal-carriages  have  beaten  the 
Way  ;  for  as  the  Ground  is  a  ftiff  Clay,  fo,  after  Rain, 
the  Water  hands  as  in  a  Difh,  and  Horfes  fink  into  it 


tip  to  their  Bellies. 

To  proceed,  we  kept  the  Street-way  till  we  came 
into  Leicefterjhire  Road,  which  we  followed  North- 
weft  to  Binkley ,  a  Market- town,  fituate  on  an  Hill 
very  pleafantly.  This  Town  is  noted  for  a  largs 
handfome  Church,  and  an  high  Spire-fteeple  all  of  Stone, 
in  which  is  a  Chime  of  excellent  Beds. 


From  hence  we  turned  Weft,  and  came  to  Nun - 
Eaton ,  an  ordinary  manufacturing  Town,  on  the  Ri¬ 
ver  Anker ,  and  then  Northward  to  Atherflon  ;  and 
fo  made  a  kind  of  ferpentizing  Tour  of  it  along 
the  Borders  of  the  Two  Counties  of  Warwick  and 
Le'tcejler ,  fometimes  in  one,  and  fometimes  in  the 


ether. 
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Atherflon  is  a  Market-town,  famous  for  a  great 

Chcefe  Fair  on  the  8th  of  September,  from  whence 

th'  Cheefe-fadtors  carry  the  vaft  Quantities  of  Cheefe 

*hev  buy  to  Sturbridge  Fair,  which  begins  about  the 

fame  time,  but  holds  much  longer  ;  and  here  ’tis  fold 

E!Iam  for  the  Supply  of  the  Counties  of  Effix,  Suffex, 

anlNear  this'  Town  is  a  pleafant  little  Seat  called  Me- 
,W  belonging  to  Mr.  Stratford.  The  Houfc 
ftands  on  the  Edge  of  a  fteep  Hdl  fo  as  to  ccmmanc 
a  View  of  the  Country  for  feveral  Miles;  and  from 
the  Parlour  there  is  a  Profpe£t  of  a  rich  Vale,  fcatterec 
into  Towns  and  Woods,  fo  intermixed  as  to  afford  a 
delightful  Profpea.  In  the  Gardens  of  this  Gentle¬ 
man  there  are  a  great  Quantity  ot  fine  Oaks,  the  Tim¬ 
ber  of  which  has  been  lately  valued  at  upwards  of  300° 
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A  little  North-weft  of  Atherfion  Hands  Polefwortb , 
formerly  a  Market-town ;  but  fince  the  DiiTolution  of 

difcoTinued11110^7,  WhiCh  WSS  there’  the  Market  W2S 

From  Atherfion^  we  turned  Eaft  again,  into 
fterjbire ,  to  fee  Bofw  or  th -fields  famous  for  the  crreat 
Battle,  which  put  an  End  to  the  Reign  of  Richard  III. 

^}°  tk e  }°n&tn^  bloody  Contention  between  the  Red 
Rofe  and  the  White ,  or  the  Two  Royal  Houfes  of 

and  Lancafter ;  which,  as  Fame  tells  us,  had  coft  the 
Tives  of  11  Princes,  23  Earls  and  Dukes,  3000  Noble¬ 
men,  Knights,  and  Gentlemen,  and  200,000  of  the 
common  People.  We  viewed  the  Spot  of  Ground 
where  the  Battle  was  fought ;  and  at  the  Town  they 
fhewed  us  feveral  Pieces  of  Swords,  Heads  of  Lances 
Barbs  of  Arrows,  Pieces  of  Pole-axes,  and  fuch-like 
Inftruments  of  Death,  which  they  Laid  were  found  by 
the  Country-people  in  the  feveral  Grounds  near  the 
Place  of  Battle,  as  they  had  occafion  to  dig,  or  trench 
or  plow  the  Ground.  0  * 

Within  Three  Miles  of  this  Place  is  art  antient  Mar¬ 
ket-town,  of  the  fame  Name,  lying  on  an  Hill  in  a 
very  healthy  and  pleafant  Air.  The  Soil  all  round  it 
is  fruitful,  both  for  Tillage  and  Pafture. 

Hence  I  paflec I  direflly  North  to  AJhby  de  la  Vouch, 
on  the  Skirts  oi  Derbyjkire,  a  very  pleafant  Town,  lying 
between  T wo  Parks.  It  confifts  but  of  One  Street,  in 
which  Hands  a  pretty  Stone  Crofs :  the  Church  is  lar?e 
and  handfome,  and  ’tis  famous  for  Four  rood  Horfe. 
fairs  in  the  Year. 

The  Earl  of  Stamford  has  a  good  old  Hunting-feat 
on  this  Side  of  the  Country,  called  Bradgatey  and  X  fine 
Park  at  Grooby ;  but  they  were  too  much  out  of  our 

Way ;  fo  we  came  on  through  a  fine  Foreft  to  Ltict- 
fler. 

Leicefler  is  an  antient,  large,  and  populous  Town 
staining  Five  Parifhes  3  ’tis  the  Capital  of  the  Coun* 

T  2  ty 
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ty  of  that  Name,  and  ftands  on  the  River  Soar,  whicfo 
rifes  not  far  from  High-crofs ,  juft  mentioned  *.  it  is  a. 
Borough  and  Corporation- town,  whereof  the  chief 
Magiftrate  is  a  Mayor,  who  is  aftifted^  by  .a  Recorder, 
Aldermen,  and  Common-council.  T-  his  1  own  fends 
Two  Representatives  to  Parliament.  H<.  re  are  Three 
Markets  weekly,  well  fupplied  with  Provifions.  A 
considerable  Manufacture  is  carried  on  here,  and  in  Se¬ 
veral  of  the  Market-towns  around,  for  weaving  of 
Stockens  by  Frames;  and  one  would  Scarce  think  it 
poftible  fo  Small  an  Article  of  Trade  could  employ  Such 
Multitudes  of  People  as  it  does  ;  for  the  whole  Coun¬ 
try  leems  to  be  bulled  in  it :  as  alfo  Nottingham  and 
Derby,  of  which  hereafter. 

The  County  of  Leicefler  is  in  part  alfo  taken  up  in 
Country  Bufinefs,  more  particularly  in  breeding  and 
feeding  Cattle.  Moft  of  the  Gentlemen  are  Grafters  ; 
in  Some  Places  the  Grafters  are  fo  rich,  that  they  grow 
Gentlemen :  ’tis  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  Grafters 
here  to  rent  Farms  from  500/.  to  2000  /.  a  Year. 

The  Sheep  bred  in  this  County  and  Lincolnshire* 
which  joins  to  it,  are,  without  Comparifon,  the  lar- 
geft,  and  bear  not  only  the  greateft  Weight  of  Flefti 
on  their  Bones,  but  alfo  the  greateft  Fleeces  of  Wool 
on  their  Backs,  of  any  Sheep  in  England :  and  hence 
it  is,  that  thefe  Counties  become  vaft  Magazines  of 
Wool  for  the  reft  of  the  Nation.  Nor  is  the  Wool 
lefs  fine,  becaufe  of  the  great  Quantity ;  but  as  it  is 
the  longeft  Staple ,  as  the  Clothiers  call  it,  fo  it  is 
the  fineft  Wool  in  the  whofe  Ifland,  fome  few  Places 
excepted ;  fuch  as  Leominjler  in  Herefordjbire ,  the 
South  Downs  in  Sujpx ,  and  fuch  little  P-iaces,  where 
the  Quantity  is  fmall  and  infignificant,  compared  to 
this  Part  of  the  Country  ;  for  the  Sheep- breeding 
Country  reaches  from  the  River  Anker ,  on  the  Bor¬ 
der  of  Warwickshire,  to- the  Humber,  at  the  fartheft:: 

End  of  Lincolnjhire ,  which  is  near  100  Miles  in  Length? 

and 
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and  from  the  Bank  of  Trent ^  in  Lincolnfhire  and  Lei- 
cejterjhire ,  to  the  Bank  of  Oufe ,  bordering  on  Bucks, 
Bedford ,  Cambridge ,  and  Huntingdon  Shires,  above 
Sixty  Miles  in  Breadth. 

Thefe  are  the  Funds  of  Sheep  which  furniOi  the 
City  of  London  with  their  large  Mutton,  in  fuch  pro¬ 
digious  Quantities.  There  are  indeed  a  few  Sheep 
of  a  large  Breed,  which  are  brought  up  from  Romney 
Marjh ,  and  the  adjoining  low  Grounds  in  Kent  and 
Suffix ;  but  they  are  few,  and  indeed  fcarce  worth 
naming,  compared  to  what  are  produced  in  thefe 
Cou  nties. 

The  Horfes  bred  here  are  the  largeft  in  England , 
being  generally  the  great  black  Coach  .and  Dray-horfes ; 
of  which  fo  great  a  Number  are  continually  fent  up  to 
London ,  that  one  would  think  fo  little  a  Spot  as  this  of 
Leicejlerjhire  could  not  produce  fo  many.  But  the  ad¬ 
joining  Counties  of  Northampton  and  Bedford  have  of 
late  come  into  the  fame  Bufinefs.  The  chief  Supply, 
however,  is  from  this  County,  from  whence  the  other 
Counties  rather  buy  them,  and  feed  them  up  as  Joc¬ 
keys  and  Chapmen,  than  breed  them  up  from  their 
Beginning. 

In  the  South- weft  Part  of  the  Country,  rife  Four 
considerable  fecond-rate  Rivers,  which  run  every  one 
a  diredfty  contrary  Courfe,  in  a  moft  remarkable 
Manner. 

i .  The  Avon ,  which  runs  by  Rugby ,  and  goes  away 
to  Warwick  South- weft. 

Or  this  River  the  Poet  elegantly  fings  : 

Yet  rolling  Avon  fill  maintains  its  Stream , 

Swell’ d  with  the  Glories  of  the  Roman  Name. 

Strange  Pow’r  of  Fate  f  unfhaken  Moles  rnuf  wajfe , 
While  Things  that  ever  move,  for  ever  laft, 

^  I  J  T  3 
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2.  The  Soar,  which  runs  by  Leicejler ,  and  goes 
away  to  the  Trent,  North- weft. 

3.  The  Anker,  which  runs  by  iVb«- Eaton,  and  goes 
away  to  Aiherflon ,  North ;  and  fo  on  to  T’amwortb , 
Weft, 

4.  The  Welland,  which  runs  by  Harbor ough,  and 
goes  away  to  Stamford,  North- eaft. 

I  ought  not  to  omit  obferving,  that  as  the  Town  of 
Leicejler  was  formerly  very  ftrong  and  well  fortified, 
being  advantageoufly  fituated  for  that  Purpofe,  the 
River  covering  it  half-way  about,  fo  it  was  again  for¬ 
tified,  in  the  unhappy  Civil  Wars;  and,  being garifoned 
by  the  Parliament-Forces,  was  affaulted  by  the  Roy- 
aiifts,  who,  after  an  obftinate  Defence,  took  it  Sword 
in  Hand,  which  occafioned  a  terrible  Slaughter.  They 
preferve  here  a  moft  remarkable  Relique  of  Antiquity, 
being  a  Piece  of  mofaic  Work  at  the  Bottom  of  a  Cel¬ 
lar  :  ’tis  the  Story  of  Afteon,  and  his  being  killed  by  his 
own  Hounds,  wrought  as  a  Pavement  in  a  moft:  ex- 
quifite  Manner  ;  the  Stones  are  only  of  Two  Colours* 
white  and  brown,  and  very  finall. 

The  Caftle  here,  before  it  was  difmantled,  was  a 
prodigious  Building.  It  was  the  Court  of  the  great 
Henry  Duke  of  Lancajler,  who  added  to  it  26  Acres 
of  Ground  ;  which  he  indofed  with  a  very  ftrong 
Wall  of  fquare  Stone,  18  Feet  high,  and  called  it 
his  Ncruum  opus ,  vulgarly  now  The  Newark,  where 
the  beft  Houfes  in  or  near  Leicejler  are,  and  do  ftill 
continue  extraparochial.  The  Hall  and  Kitchen  of 
this  Place  remain  ftill  intire,  as  Teftimonies  of  the 
Grandeur  of  the  Whole  ;  the  former  being  fo  lofty  and 
ipacious,  that  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  which  in  Afiize- 
time  are  held  there,  are  at  fuch  a  Diftance,  as  to  give 
no  Difturbance  to  one  another.  There  are  feveral 
Gateways  to  enter  this  Palace  ;  and  that  which  faces 
the  Eaft  has  an  Arch  that  is  deemed  a  curious  Piece  of 
Archite&ure ;  over  which  in  the  Tower  is  kept  the 
Magazine  for  the  Militia  of  the  County. 
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Beneath  this  Caflle  was  a  Very  fair  Collegiate  Ho- 
fpital,  in  the  Church  whereof,  Henry  Earl  of  Lan~ 
cafter ,  and  Henry  his  Son,  the  firft  Duke  of  it,  were 
buried  :  the  Hofpital  was  built  by  the  Duke  in  his  old 
Age,  and  appropriated  for  the  Maintenance  of  ioo 
poor  People,  in  which  alfo  he  placed  a  Dean  and  1 2 
Canons,  with  as  many  Vicars,  and  other  Minifters,  and 
Fen  able  Women  to  ferve  and  affift  the  Poor  and 
Weak.  This,  with  Divine  Service  therein,  doth  in 
fome  meafure  ffill  fubfift  by  certain  Stipends  paid  out 
of  the  Duchy  of  Lancafter.  Another  Hofpital  built  by 
Sir  William  JVigfton ,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Henry  VIII* 
is  in  a  very  fiouriffiing  Condition  there. 

Leicefter  is  the  Rat  re  Coritanorum  of  the  Remans, 
T  he  Trace  of  the  Roman  Wall  is  difcbverable  without 
Difficulty,  efpecially  in  the  Gardens  about  Senvy-gate , 
with  a  Ditch,  which  is  very  vifible.  This  was  repaired 
by  Edelfieda ,  a  noble  Saxon  Lady,  in  the  Year  914. 
The  old  Work  called  fewry-wall  is  compofed  of  Rag- 
Rone,  and  Roman  Brick. 

Not  far  off  is  a  Place  called  Holy-bones ,  where 
abundance  of  Bones  of  Oxen  have  been  dug  up,  which 
were  the  Remains  of  the  Roman  Sacrifices. 

At  Leicejler  many  Roman  Coins  are  found  ;  a  Pot 
full  of  them  was  dug  up  at  the  Entrance  into  White - 
friers .  There  are  alfo  many  great  Foundations.  At 
St.  Mary  de  Pree’s  Abbey  a  Body  was  dug  up,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  Cardinal  Wofey's. 

Since  its  Diffolution  it  has  been  made  a  Dwelling;- 
houfe,  which  has  nothing  left  but  the  naked  Walls;  and 
the  Spot  of  the  Abbey  is  turned  into  a  Garden.  The 
only  thing  worth  feeing  in  it,  is  a  pleafant  Terrace- 
walk,  fupported  by  an  embattled  Wall,  with  Lunets 
hanging  over  the  River,  and  {haded  with  Trees. 

In  the  Time  of  the  Saxons ,  St.  Margaret's  Church 
was  an  Epifcopal  See,  and  was  very  fine.  Here,  fay 
fome.  King  Richard  III.  was  buried. 

T  4  Half 
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Half  a  Mile  Southward  from  Leicejler ,  upon  the 
Edge  of  the  Meadows,  is  a  long  Ditch,  called  Raw- 
dikes  ;  on  the  Banks  of  which,  according  to  Tradition 
King  Charles  I.  flood  to  behold  the  Storm  of  the  Town! 
That  Prince  lay  at  the  Vicarage- houfe  at  Elflon. 

South-eaft  of  Leicejler  lies  Billejden ,  a  Market-town 
of  no  Note :  and  further  South  flill  is  Hallaton ,  an¬ 
other  Town  noted  for  its  Poverty,  in  the  midft  of  a  rich 
Soil. 

The  FoJJe-way  leads  from  hence  through  the  North- 
wefl  Part  of  this  County  ;  but,  entering  Nottingham- 
J Fire ,  it  inclines  North~eaft,  through  the  Vale  of  Bel- 
voir ,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  of  B ever ,  to  Newark , 
In  nil  this  long  T.  ra£l,  we  pafs  through  a  rich  and  fer¬ 
tile  Country,  having  in  our  Coaft  North-eaftward  the 
noble  River  Brent ,  for  20  Miles  together,  often  in  our 
View. 

But  fome  Miles  North  of  Leicejler  the  River  Wrek9 
which  comes  from  the  North- eaft,  and  the  Soar ,  which 
runs  North-weft,  form  a  kind  of  Y  j  the  Soar  from 
Leicefter  Southward  making  the  Tail.  In  the  Courfe 
laft-mentioned,  we  pafled  through  Mont forrel  and 
Loughborough ,  both  Market-towns,  lying  on  the  FoJJe9 
watch  runs  nearly  parallel  with  the  Soar ,  and  makes 
one  Side  of  the  Y.  The  firft  is  fituate  under  a  great 
Eminence,  and  has  a  good  Stone  Bridge  over  the  Soar'9 
and  the  other  is  feated  among  rich  Meadow-ground, 
and  is  a  fine  agreeable  Town.  And  on  the  Wrek9 
which  makes  the  other  Side  of  the  Y,  ftand  Melton - 
Mowbray ,  a  large  well-built  confiderable  Mar  feet- town, 
iituate  in  a  fertile  Soil,  almoft  furrounded  with  a  little 
River  called  the  Eye,  over  which  it  has  Two  fine 
Bridges  j  and  alfo  Waltham  on  the  Would  (i.  e.  on  the 
Downs),  which  is  but  a  mean  Market- town. 

Near  Loughborough  is  the  Seat  of  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon ,  adorned  with  Wood 
and  Water.  The  Houfe  is  old,  and  not  fo  well  fitu- 
ated  as  could  be  wiftied  5  but  the  Park  is  efteemed  one 
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of  the  mod  beautiful  in  this  County :  and  the  Seat  is 
from  it  called  Donning  ton  Park. 

Belvoir- Cajlle,  franding  within  Lhcolnjhire ,  but  on 
the  Edge  of  Leicejierjhire ,  is  a  truly  noble  Situation, 
though  on  a  very  high  Precipice ;  ftis  the  antient  Seat 
of  the  Dukes  of  Rutland ,  a  Family  ri fen  by  juft  De¬ 
grees  to  an  immenfe  Height  both  of  Honour  and 
Wealth.  I  fhall  mention  the  Houfe  again  in  my  Re¬ 
turn  out  of  Lincolnfhire. 

Bingham  in  Noltinghamjhire  lying  in  our  Way  to 
Newark ,  we  paffed  through  it.  It  is  a  fmall  Market- 
town  ;  but  is  noted  for  a  Parfonage  of  great  Value. 

At  Newark  one  can  hardly  fee,  without  Regret,  the 
Ruins  of  that  famous  Caftle,  which  through  all  the 
Civil  War  in  England ,  kept  a  ftrong  Garifon  for  the 
King  to  the  laft,  and  fo  cut  off  the  greateft  Pafs  into 
the  North  that  is  in  the  whole  Kingdom ;  nor  was  it 
ever  taken,  till  the  King,  preffed  by  the  Calamity  of 
his  Affairs,  put  himfelf  into  the  Hands  of  the  Scots 
Army,  which  lay  before  it,  and  then  commanded  the 
Governor  to  deliver  it  up  ;  after  which  it  was  demo- 
lifhed,  that  the  great  Road  might  lie  open  and  free  : 
there  are,  however,  noble  Remains  of  it  ftill ;  the  Walls 
towards  the  River  being  very  high  and  ftrong. 

The  Caftle  was  built  here  by  Alexander  Bifhop  of 
Lincoln ,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Stephen  ;  and  the  Town 
took  its  Name  from  that  New  Work. 

This  Town  was  certainly  raifed  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Roman  Cities,  and  has  been  walled  about  with 
their  Remains.  I  he  Northern  Gate  is  cornpofed  of 
Stones  feemingly  of  a  Roman  Cut :  and  perhaps  they 
had  a  Town  here  ;  for  many  Antiquities  are  found 
about  it.  Here  are  Two  fine  Stone  Croffes.  A  Gentle¬ 
man,  digging  to  plant  fome  Trees  by  the  FoJJe  Road 
Side,  difcovered  Four  Urns  in  a  ftrait  Line,  and  at 
equal  Diftances*  in  one  of  which  was  a  Brafs  Lar ,  or 

T  5  Houfhokfo 


4 1 S  /TOUR,  &c.  Nott. 

Houfihold'-  god,  an  Inch  and  half  long,  but  much  con- 
fumed  by  Ruft. 

Newark  is  a  very  handfome  well-built  Town,  fituate 
on  the  Trent ,  under  the  Government  of  a  Mayor,  and 
i  2  Aldermen.  The  Market-place  is  a  noble  Square, 
and  the  Church  is  large  and  fpacious,  with  a  curious 
Spire,  which,  were  not  Grantham  fo  near,  might  pafs 
for  the  fined  and  higheft  in  all  this  Part  of  England . 
The  Trent  divides  itfelf  here,  and  makes  an  Ifland,  and 
the  Bridges  lead  juft  to  the  Foot  of  the  Cattle-Wall; 
jo  that  while  this  Place  was  in  the  Hands  of  any  Party, 
as  I  have  before  hinted,  there  was  no  Traveling  but  by 
their  Leave  ;  but  all  the  Traveling  into  the  North  at 
that  Time  was  by  Nottingham  Bridge.  Newark  re¬ 
turns  Two  Members  to  Parliament. 

I  am,  Sir ,  Tours ,  &c, 
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ABbat  of  Glaftonburyy 
his  extraordinary  State 


and  Riches  z8,  32 

Abbots- Langley  168 

Abergavenny  341 

Aberyftwith  353 

Abingdon  62 

Abury  52 

Ackman-ftreet  261 

Adon,  Sir  Thomas,  bis  Mo¬ 
nument  3  2-5 

Adams,  Mr.  his  noble  Foun-> 
dation  3^* 


Adrian,  Pope>  hisBirth-place 

168 

Ailefbory,  Earl  of  \  his  Seat 

393 

St.  Alban  175,  176.  His 
Shrine  177 

l  £/,  Albans  175.  It*  Origin 


176.  The  Wealth  and ■ 
Grandeur  of  its  Monaftery9 
and  the  Privileges  of  its 
Abbats  ib.  Battles  fought 
near  it  ib.  The  Abbey - 
Church  defer ibed  1 77 
Alcefter  3 1 9 

Aldbury  173-  A  moft  beau¬ 
teous  Slip  of  Land  near  it 

174 

Aldchefter  226 

Aldely,  figured  Stones  found 
in  its  Neighbourhood  27 1 
Aldred,  Rounder  of  Glou- 
cefLer Cathedral  310 
Alfred  King  48,  61,  63 
Alney,  Jfe  of  a  memorable 
Combat  there  3 1 1 

Althorpe  4°4 

Altringham  372 

Amerfham,  or  Agmonde- 
fham,  205 
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.Am fly.  Antiquities  here  193 
Am  well,  the  Source  of  the 
New  River  200 

Anderfon,  Sir  Richard  171 
Anglefea,  Ifle  of  antient 
Monuments  there  338 
Anne,  Queen,  Character  1 81 
St.  AnneV  Hill  3 2 

Anfon,  Thomas  Efq-,  his  Seat 

3  87 

Antiquities,  Roman  190 
Arbury -Banks  19 1 

Archenfield,  Antiquities  there 

333 

Arthur,  King  4.  His  Well 
23.  His  Burial-place  26, 
27.  The  Infer  ip  t  ion  on  his 
fuppofed  Coffin  28 

P.  Arthur  321,326,330 
Art’s  Point  307 

St.  Afaph  362 

Afhbury  62 

Afhby  de  la  Zouch  41 1 
Afhridge  173 

Aftiurfl,  Sir  William,  his 
Houfe  149 

Afhvvell  iq.j 

Afhwell-field  Hid 

Aftal  263 

Afton  '  63 

Atheldane,  where  luried  44 
Atherflon  410 

Audley,  Lord  382 

Auguftineh  Oak,  famous  for 
a  Conference  held  under  it 

326 

Au  ft,  an  inconvenient  Perry 

[304,  305 
Aullin,  Sir  John  165 

Auft  Paffage  305 

Avon,  River  38.  Its  Source 


270.  Briftol  Stones  found 
on  its  Banks  271.  The 
Advantages  arifing  from 
its  Navigation  318 
Axe,  River  33 

Aylefbury  205.  A  Cha- 
r alter  of  the  adjacent 
Country  206 

B. 

Bacon,  Lord,  his  paternal 
Eflate  179.  The  Infcrip- 
tion  on  his  Monument  1  80 
Badmington  52.  Globular 
S  t  ones  found  near  it  271. 
Duke  <yfBeaufort\f  Seat,  fa 
named  2  89 

Baggot^zV  Walter,  a  Witch- 
Elm  in  his  Bark  302 
Baldock  j  gg 

Bampton  ■>  263 

Banbury  223 

Bangor  339,  Its  defpicalUCa- 
thedral  360.  Once  the? lace 
of  a  famous  Mona fery  364 
Barkway,  the  Church-win- 
dows  ndiculoufy  painted 

J  Q  3 

Barnftable,  Town,  Haven, 
and  Bay  9.  Compared  with 
Bidiford  j  j 

Bafelus  321 

Bath  273 — 2 89,  290 

Battle-edge  262 

Beachly-Paflage  3017 

Beaconsfield  204.  The  Re- 
fidence  of  the  Poet  Waller 

203 

Beaufort,  Duke  of  his  Seat 

340 

Beaumaris  339. 

Beech- 
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Beechwood-Manor,  why  fi 

culled  i  7  /|_ 

Beeflon  Cajlle  371 

Benington-Piace  187 
Bensford  44 

Berkley  306 

Berkley,  Earl  of,  his  Seat 
306.  A  noble  Improvement 
of  his  Lordfhifs  307 
Berkley,  Robert,  Efq\  his 
Hofpital  323 

Beryflade,  an  agreeable  Sum¬ 
mer- houfe  188 

Betley  385 

Bewdley  326 

B cefter  226 

Bidifcrd  9.  The  Condition 
and  7  rade  of  the  Town  I  o. 
Compared  with  Barnftable 
II.  Its  Bridge  built  from 
Ecclcfiafiical  Benefactions 

I  2 

Billefden  41 6 

Bingham  417 

Birmingham  396 

Bifham  69 

Bilhops-Caftle  328 

Bifhops-Matt  ib. 

Bilhop  -  S  tort  ford  193.  A 
S cholaficEndowment  there 

197 

Black-Mountains  346 
Blackfton-Hill  326 

Blaithwait,  Mr.  his  Seat  289 
Blake,  Admiral  21 

Blake’s-Ware  200 

Blenheim  -  Houfe  251.  A 

panegyrical  Injcription  to 
the  Memory  of  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  25  $--259 
Bloreheat  h9  famous  for  a  Bat¬ 


tle 

Bloxham  260 

Blundel,  Peter,  Founder  of 
Tiverton  School  13 
Blunt,  Sir  Henry  Pope,  his 
Seat  182 

Boadicea  j  73 

The  Boar,  what  22 

Bodmyn  4 

Bore  the,  violent  Tides  304 
Bofcobel- Houfe  378 

Bolliney  4 

Bofworth-field  41 1 

Bo  tele  rs,  their  Man f on,  and 
fne  Park  183 

Boughton  403 

Bowditch  291 

Boys,  Sir  John  60 

Brackley  223 

Bradford  3  8,  48 

Braughing,  a  matrimonial 
Endowment  there  193 
Brecknock  344 

Brecknock  -  mere.  Stories 
concerning  it  344 

Brecknockfhire,#  Char  alter 
°fit  344 

Breewoed  383 

Brent- K  now  le  23 

Bridge,  at  Weltminller  107. 

^/Putney  133 

Bridgenorth  326 

Bridgwater  21.  A  Charac¬ 
ter  of  the  neighbouring 
Country  22 

Bridgwater,  Duke  of  his 
fine  Parks  1  7  3 

Brightwell  Parifh ,  its  Sin¬ 
gularities  260 

Bnftol  292.  The  Trade  of 
this  City  mofi  unlimited  ib. 

The 
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The  Town  badly  ftuated 

293.  The  Manners  of  the 
Inhabitants  unpolijhed  ih, 
A  Defcription  of  the  Place 

294.  A  furprifing  Storm 

there  295.  The  Hot-Well 
ib.  A  curious  Account  of 
its  Waters  296.  Places 
of  Worjhip ,  and  Monuments 
of  the  Dead  297.  Refec¬ 
tions  an  the  commendable 
N-eatnefs  wherewith  thefe 
are  kept  and  preferred  299. 
The  Civil  Government  of 
the  Community  ib.  The  ap¬ 
parent  Piety  of  the  Citizens 
ib.  The  Number  of  HoufeSy 
Inhabitants ,  and  Ships  here 
300.  The  Ground-plat  of 
it  ref emb  ling  that  of  old 
Romero  I .  Public  Build¬ 
ings  202,  203 

Broadway  325 

Brockley-hill  1 66 

Bromley  38S 

Brook,  Earl  161.  His  Re- 
ftdence  398 

Broomfgrove  324 

Broxbourn  201 

Bruarth  Arthur  349 

Bruton  44 

Brynmaur  336 

Bifop  Rulkeley  360 

Buntingford  194 

Eurford  262 

Burlington,  Earl  of  the  mo¬ 
dem  Vitruvius  53.  His 
fine  Seat  at  Chifwlck  de- 
fcribed  159 

Burrow  hill,  an  anti  tut  Camp 

460 


Bufliy-heath  affords  a  beau¬ 
tiful  ProfpeCi  132 

Byde,  Thomas,  Efq;  his  Seat 

200 

Burton  upon  Trent  389 

C. 

Cadby,  William,  his  Col¬ 
lection  of  Gods  50 

Cadogan,  Earl}  his  Seat  66 
Caermarthen  349 

Caernarvonfhire,  its  Cha¬ 
racter  336 

Caernarvon  ib. 

Caerphyli  Cafile  347 

Cain  (ham,  9%  on  fever al 

Accounts  29 1 .  Its  River 
noted  292 

Caine  50 

Camalet  25 

Camelford  4 

Camel  River  ib. 

Cantilupe,  his  Shrine  335 
Cardiff  346 

Cardigan,  the  County ,  its 
Character  333 

Cardigan  352.  Its  Neigh - 
bourhood  rich  in  Mines  ib . 
Caffibelan  173 

Caffioberry,  the  Seat  of  the 
Earl  V^Eff'ex  167 

Caffle-Cary  44 

Caffle-Copfe  54 

Caffle  of  Dudley  386 

Catfgrove-hill  67 

Cawley-wood  173 

Caefar,  Julius  175 

Ceitrica  Cherfonefus  367 
St.  Chad  390.  A  Fable  con¬ 
cerning  his  Shrine  39 1 
Cliandos,  Duke  of  his  noble 

Palace 
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Palace  defcribed,  and  its 
Tate  lamented  1 5  1 ,  165 
Charles  I.  76,  82,416 
Charles  II.  Paffages  relating 
to  his  Prefers  at  ion  at  Bof- 
cobel  378 

Chaucer,  Sir  Geoffrey  60 
Chauncey,  Sir  Henry  1 86 
Cheaping- Barnet  165 
Chedder  34 

CheKea  154 

Cheltenham,  an  odd  Eccle- 
Jiaftical  Tenure  belonging 
to  it  313.  An  Account  of 
the  Mineral  Waters  ib. 
Chepftow3C>5.  Amemorahle 
Incident  here  ib.  340 
Chefham  205 

Chelhire  }  famous  for  Cheefe 
370.  A  Char  alter  of  the 
County  ib.  Two  Things 
noted  of  it  373 

Chefter  367.  When  made  a 
Bijhop's  See  369 

Chefter,  Robert,  Efq-,  his 
Scat  198 

Chetwynd,  Vifcount,  his  Seat 

3  87 

Chetwynd,  Walter,  Efqi 
builds  a  Church  387 
Chiltern  Hills  1 89 

Chippenham  48 

Chipping-Norton  259 
Chipping-Sodbury  271 
Churn,.  Rinser  261,269 
Cirenceiler,  curious  Antiqui¬ 
ties  and  Ruins  difcovered 
there  267.  The  Condition , 
Trade ,  and  Government ,  of 
the  Town  2  68 

Cifbury  55 


Ciffa  13, 

Clarks,  th$y  their  Seat  1 84 
Clebury  "  328 

Cliefden  yQ 

Clothing  Towns  36 

Cloths  Spanifh,.  the  fineft, 
where  made  38 

Clun,  River  328 

Clwyde,  Vale  of  its  Beauty 

36 1 

Clvvyd,  River  36* 

Coinage  Towns  4 

Cole,  River ,  its  Source  261 
Colelhill 

Colne,  &W  1 66 

Colfton,  Mr.  Edward,  his 
noble  Endowments  301 
Columb-David’s  16 

Columb,^/^r  17 

5/.  Columb’s  3 

Columbftock  16 

Columbton  j6 

Colwal,  a  Jewel found  ?iear 

it  337 

Combemerton 
Congleton  372 

Coninglhy,  Earl  of,  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  him  338 

Conway  360 

Corve,  River  3^0 

Coffington,  #  vafi  Barrow 
there  406 

Cotfwold  -  Downs,  eminent 
for  the  fineft-woolled  Sheep 

260 

Cotton,  Sir  Francis,  where- 

bom  49 

Coventry  393.  Parliaments 
held  there  394.  Its  Civil 
Govermnent  ib.  Its  fine 
Cro/s  395 

Cowper, 
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Cowper,  Earl,  his  Seat  1 84 
Cranburne- Lodge  83 

Craven,  Earl  of  60 

Credon-hill,  an  antient  Camp 

334 

Cromp,  Thomas,  Efq\  his 
Seat  308 

Cromwell,  Richard,  the 
Place  of  his  Retirement 

202 

Crook,  Chief  Juf ice,  anil- 


lufrious  Patriot 

206 

Cropredy-Bridge 

226 

Crofs-hill 

406 

Cuthred,  King 

262 

D. 

St.  Daniel 

.  3^° 

Dantfey  45.  Fraud 5 

■  in  the 

leafing  of  i} 

46 

Danvers,  Henry  4c. 

His 

Brother's  Ingratitude  to 

Charles  I. 

ib. 

Daventry 

399 

St.  David,  an  Account  oj  him 

35 1 

St.  David’s  3  c  1 .  Its  Cat  he- 

dral 

ib. 

Deddingtcn 

226 

Dee,  River 

355 

Denbeigh 

361 

Deptford 

.  86 

Devizes  ' 

38,  49 

Devon fh ire.  Part  of  it  de- 

J'cribed . 

8 

Digby’j,  their  Seat 

393 

Dinder-hill,  a  Roman  Camp 

334 

Dodo,  a  Saxon 

386 

Donnington-Caflle 

60 

DorcheEer  207 

Drayton  382 

Droitwich  324 

Dudley  387 

Durhams,  Earl  of  Albe¬ 
marle’s  Seat  165 

Durfley,  a  bad  Character  of  , 
its  Inhabitants  306 

E. 

Eafl  Barnet  1 64 

Ecclefhall  383 

Echo,  a  remarkable  one  251 
Edelfleda  367 

Edgar  30 

Edge-hill  226,  318 

Edgware  150 

Edmonton  149 

Edol,  Earl  oj  Gloucefter,/'/r 
galla?it  Behaviour  3  1  1 
Edward,  the  Confjfor  33. 
I he  Place  of  his  Nativity 

226 

Edward  I.  73,  80,  83,  174, 

35 6>  359.  373 
Edward.  II.  306,  310,  356, 

393  ' 

Edward  III,  73,  76,  78,  79, 

80,  168 

Edward  IV.  71,  82 

Edward  VI.  183,  378,  383 
Eibridge,  John,  Efq;  his 
charitable  Benefactions  302 
Eleanor  E£ueen  73 

Elizabeth,  44  made  the  Fer- 
race  at  Windfor  75.  tier 
Free -School  165.  Endows 
one  378 

Elfmere  374 

Enfield  1 49 

Enter- 
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Enterkitt,  a  dangerous  Pafs 

36° 

Erdborougb,  a  Roman  Camp 


there  407 

Ethelbert  176.  Freache- 
roujly  murdered  334 
Ethelred  63,  321 

Ethel  wolf  68 

Eton,  a  truly  Royal  Founda¬ 
tion  7  I 

Evefham  317 

Ex,  River  14 

Exmore  19 

Eye,  River  426 


F. 

Fairfax,  General ,  defeats 
Goring  23 

Fairford,  Antiquities  dug  up 
there  264.  A  Defcription 
! of  its  Church ,  and  the  fine 
Windows  of  it  2  65 

Farringdon  62 

Fell,  Bijhop  of  Oxford,  re- 
fores  St.  Ofwaldb  Hofpi- 
tal  324 

.Fitz- Stephen,  Robert,  intro¬ 
duced  the  English  into  Ire¬ 
land  332 

Flat-Holms  21 

Foley,  Lord \  his  Seat  319 
Foreft  ^fDelamere  370 
Foreft  of  Macclesfield,  fab- 
terraneous  Frees  there  373 
Fofle-way,  the  great  Ro¬ 
man,  its  Courfe  260,  261, 

,  416 

Foundrefs  of  a  Church  383 
Four  Shire  Stones  260 
Frampton  307 


Frederic,  Abbat  of  St.  Al¬ 
bans,  his  noble  Re  joint  ion 

1  70 

Frodefham  370 

Frome  37,44 

Froxfield  53 

Fuller,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  her 
Alms-houfes  1 66 

Furnefe,  Henry,  Ejq\  his 
Seat  162 

G. 

Gadefden  173 

Gadefden-Little  172 

Gadefden,  John  de  173 
Garter,  an  idle  Tradition 
relating  to  that  noble  Or¬ 
der  refuted  321 

Geddington  406 

Gilbert Earl  ^AGIoucelier, 
his  Ditch  316 

St.  Giles  in  the  Wood  174 
Gladonbury,  a  Defcription  of 
its  Ruins  29,  Its  Jalu- 
brious  VDatcrs  32 

Glendower,  Prince  of 
Wales  343 

Glouceiler  309.  Its  vene¬ 
rable  Cathedral  310.  Its 
Civil  Polity  3  1  1 .  When 
made  an  Epifcopal See  312. 
Its  charitable  Foundations 

ib .  * 

Gabions,  once  the  Seat  of  Sir 
Thomas  More  183 

Godina,  Ladyy  her  Anniver - 

fary  .  394 

Godolphin,  Dr.  a  Benejafior 

to  Eton  7 1 


Golden- 
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Golden- Vale  439 

Goodman,  Gabriel,  his  En - 
doivment  361 

Gore,  Mr.  his  fine  Park  1 7 1 
Gorhambury,  the  Seat  of 
H/v/Grimfton  179 
Gough,  Martha,  her  Charity 

386 

St.  Goven’s-Head  350 
Gower,  Earl ,  his  Seat  384 
Granville,  S/VBevil,  his  Mo¬ 
nument  2  89 

Great  Banington,  Puff- ft  one 
gotten  there  2jt 

Great  Bark  ham  fled  169 

Great  Bed  win  54 

Great  Malvern  316 

Great  Marlow  68 

Great  Wenlock  328,  380 
Greeklade,  in  Wiltfhire  269 
Gregory,  Sir  William  56 
Grey  Wethers,  vs  hat  50 
GrifmundVMount  268 

Guildfborough  403 

Guy  Earl  of  Warwick  396, 

399 

The  Gwiniad  359 

H, 

Hackney  145 

Hadham  Parva  198 

HadHey,  the  Seat  of  that  Fa¬ 
mily  200 

Haddock,  a  Curiofty  there 

192 

Hale,  Richard,  erefls  a 

Grammar- fchool  1  84" 

Hales,  John,  Efq\  Founder  of 
a  School  39  ^ 

Hallaton  416 


Hampton- Court,  Lord  Co- 
nirgfby’s  Seat  3  3  B 

Hamltead  149,  1 50 

Harleigh  343.  An  antient 
Monument  near  it  3  37 

Harley,  Sir  Edward,  his  tvoo 
Seats  33-2 

Harr hon,  Governor,  his  Seat , 

1  84 

Harrow  204 

Hartland  9 

Hatfield  183 

Hatfield  Houfi  ib. 

Haverford  350 

Havifdike  54 

Iieane  .  63 

Heightfbury  49 

Hem  piled  1 68 

Hengefton-hill  3 

Henley  upon  Thames  63 
Henry  I.  63,  66,73,  310 
Henry  IT.  66,  169,  401 
Henry  III*  168 

Henry  IV.  343 

Henry  V.  the  Place  of  his 
Birth  3  40 

Henry  VI.  71,  79,  176,  394 
Henry  VII.  79,  350 

Henry  VIII.  29,  54,  179, 

_  185,330,339 
Herefordftiire,  its  Character 

332 

Hereford  333,  335,  336, 
3,37.  A  Prodigy  hi  its' 
Neighbourhood  337 

Herman-ftreet  189' 

Hertford  fhire,  generally  de~ 
fcribed  163 

Hertford  1 84. 

Hertford,  Marquis  of  53; 

Hexton 
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Hexton  188 

Hey  1  in,  Dr.  his  Birth  place 

262 

High-crofs,  Antiquities  and 
Infer  ip  tians  there  408 
Highgate  149 

Highlake  567 

High  Wickham  68 

Hill,  Richard,  his  Monument 

3  5  8 

Hill,  <5V>  Rowland,  his  Seat 

380 

Hindon  49 

Hinkley  _  410 

Hitchin  187 

Hobbes,  Mr.  45 

Hobby,  Sir  William,  and  Sir 
Edward  69 

Hock  Crib  307 

Hoddefdon  201 

Holies,  Sir  William  395 
Holmeby-Houfe  402 
Holywell  361,  362 

Holy  Wells  317 

Honefdon,  the  Refdence  of 
Henry  VII \tl?s  Children 

198 

Hopton,  Lord  4 

. . Sir  Ralph  6 

Howard,  John  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk  48,  57 

Hughes,  Mr.  commended  361 
Humphry,  Duke ,  his  Monu¬ 
ment  177 

Hungerford,  in  Berks  57 
Hungerford  Family  48,  57 
Hung-Road  304 

Huntingdon,  Earl  of  his 
Seat  416 

Hurlers,  Stones  fo  called  6 
Hurling  Match  7 


Hurly ,  the  Seat  of  Lord  "Love- 
lace  69. 

Hujfbandry,  an  ufeful  Obfer - 
* vation  in  that  W ay  42 


I. 


Jack  sf  Newbury 
James  I.  183,  394,  401 
James  II,  76 

Icleford  189 

Idleftrey  166 

Jekyll,  Sir  Jofeph,  his  Seat , 
now  the  Property  of  the 
Duke  of  Leeds  1 8  3, 

Jeoffry  of  Monmouth  34a 
Ikenild -ilreet  319 

Ikening-ftreet  189 

Ufordcomb  1 2 

Ina,  King,  his  Palace  25. 
Builds  Glaftonbury  Church 
28,  and  one  at  Wells  33, 
The  Place  where  his  Laws 
were  publifhed  1  69 

Incent,  Dean,  his  Free-fchool 

171 

Ingeftre  387 

Ingiefield  68 

K  John  169,  321,  383 
John  of  Gaunt  57 

Johnfon,  Sir  Henry  69 
Jofeph  of  Arimathea,  a  Tra¬ 
dition  concerning  him  26 
Ifabel,  DuchefsofYork  168 
Ills,  River  164,  Its  Source 

261 

Illington  86 

Iilip  61,  226 

Ivelchefler  25 

St.  Ives  1.  The  neighbour¬ 
ing.  Country  deferibed  2 

Ivil, 


1 


INDEX. 


Ivil,  River 
Ivingo 


23 

207 


K. 


Kader-Idricks  355 

Kenchefter  333 

Hen  dale  IP ood,  Antiquities 
found  there  1 66 

Kenner,  River  31,38,  64., 

67 

Kenrick,  Mr.  his  noble  Le~ 


Lavington 
Lea,  River 
Lech,  River 
Lechlade  261. 

Rath  near  it 
Lee,  River 
Legers-Afhby 


49 


2<5i,  2641 
A  Roman 
2641 
183,  201 
3991 


gacies 
Kenfington 
Key  n  ton 

Kidder  mi  nfter 
King-Road 
Kingfbury 
Kings- Langley 
Knight,  Bijkop 
Knutsford 


59 

1 5  3 
226 

324 

304 

180 

168 

33 

372 


Kynaftons,  their  Seat  373 
Kyneton  in  Somerfetlhire 
26.  In  He  reford  (hire  331 
Kynfig-Caflle  348 


L» 


Lambourn  61 

Lambourn,  River  61 
LandafF,  its  Cathedral ,  and 
frjl  Bifops  346 

Langley  bury  167 

Langley,  Edmund  de,  Duke 
of  York  168 

Langport  ,  24 

Laffington,  figured  Stones 
there  271,  313 

Laud,  Archhifop  66 

Launcefton  4,  3 

Laurence*  Waltham  70 


Leicefterfhire,  its  Produce. 
412.  Rivers  rifng  in  it. 

.  4!3o 

Leiceiler  411,414,  413 

Leigh,  the  Rev.  Thomas,  a 
Benefador  1 97 

Lemher  330 

Lichfield  389.  A  fuppojed' 
Martyrdom  there  390-  Its 
Cathedral  ib.  Its  Civil 
Government  391 

Lidbury  337 

Liliko  1 89 

Lilliput-Caftle  289 

Little  Malvern  316 

Loddon,  River  68 

London  83 — 143 

Loughborough  416 

Lower-way  22.  Suffered  in 

the  great  Storm  2  3 

Ludlow  328 — 330 

Lug,  River  331 

Lumley,  Henry,  Efqi  his 
monumental  Infer  iption  199 
Lundy,  Jfland  16 

Lupus,  Hugh,  Founder  of 
the  Cathedral  and  Cafle  of 
Chefter  369 

Lutterworth,  Wickliffe&?r# 
there  407 

Lyteford  26 

Lyttelton,  Sir  George,  his 
Seat  323 


Maccles- 


INDEX. 


M. 


Macclesfield  372 

Maidenhead  69 

Malmfbury  44 

Maimulius,  Dunwallo,  a 
Britifh  Prince  270 

Malpas  366 

Malvern  Hills  3  1 6 

Morgan  Mynydd,  a  famous 
Monument  near  it  348 

4L  Margaret  176 

Marlborough  3 1 

Marlborough,  Sarah,  Du - 
chefs  Dowager  of  her  Seat 
and  Alms-houfes  at  St.  Al¬ 
ban’s  1 8 1 .  Her  Character 
of  Anne  ih. 

Marfbury-field  291 

Marlhfield  272 

Maud,  the  Emprefs  66 
Maudlin  Meadow,  a  petrify¬ 
ing  Spring  there  27  O 

Mekon-Mowbray  4. 1 6 
Mere  '  48 

Merionethfhire,  its  Qualities 
355.  Antient  Monuments 
there  357.  Its  Lakes  and 
Mountains  338 

Merlin,  the  Place  of  his 
Birth  349 

Merfey,  River  367 

St.  Michael’/  3 

*£/.  Michael’/  Church  upon 
the  Torr  26 

St.  Michael’/  Mount ,  a  Place 
of  S  uperfi  tion  334 

Middleton,  &>Hugh,  a  mojl 
meritorious  Prop  ell  or  200 
Middlewich  371 

Milbourn  -  25 


Milford  Haven  330 

Minching-Hampton  269 
Minehead  19,  20 

Monmouth  339 

Monmeuthihire,  a  Charac - 

ter  344 

Mon  {bn,  Lord,  his  Seat,  20 1 

Montagu,  of  his  Seat 

4°  > 

Montgomery  334 

Montgomery  (hire,  #  C&*- 

r alter  of  it  33  4 

Montforrel  4^ 

fvionuchdenny-hill  346 
Mordaunt,  Lord  43 

Mordaunt,  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral  Lewis  47 

More- Park,  Duke  of  Mon¬ 
mouth’s  Houfe  there  168 
Moreton,  Ear l  of  Cornwall 

169* 

Moretonhenmarfh  260 
Morland,  Sir  Samuel  73 
Mowy  wynda  333 


48  Muniborough-hill 


*7  3 


N. 

Namptwich 
Nafeby 
Neath 
Nefifon 
Netlebed 
Nevern,  River 
Nevil,  E arl of  Salisbury  3  82 
Newark  437 

Newbury,  famous  for  two 
Battles  3  8 

Newcaitle  under  Line  383 
New-Grounds  307 

Neyvi-ngton  149 

Newing*- 


373 

403 

347 

367 

6  3 
35  2 


INDEX. 


Newington-butts  87 

Newnham  307.  A  noble 
Forejl  near  it  308 

NevvnhamVNob  307 
Newport  5,  352 

Newport-Pagnell  225 
New  River,  the ,  fame  Ac¬ 
count  of  it  200.  An  Arti- 
fee  of  its  Governors  20 1 
Northampton  401 

North- End  16 1 

North-Lech  262 

North-Myms  183 

Nor  t  h  w  ich  t  famous  for  Bri  ne- 
fprings  371 

Nun-Eaton  410 


O. 


Oak,  a  prodigioufly  great  one 

387 

Och,  River  61 

Ockingham  83 

K.  Offa  176,  177,  334,  390 
Ofta’s  Dyke,  its  Ccurfe  341 
Okehampton  1 2 

Old  Stratford  401 

St.  Ofwald  3  2 1 

Ofweftry  375 

Ouiney  225 

Oufley,  Sir  William,  his 
Seat  388 

Oxford,  as  an  Univerfity 

227—248.  The  City  249. 

Has  jlourijbed  moft  fince 
theReformation  z^o.When 
made  an  Epifcopal  See  ib . 


Padftow  g 

Paget,  Lord \  Earl  of  Ux¬ 
bridge,  his  Seat  388 

Parrat,  River  2 1 

St.  Paul’s  Church  defcribed\ 

1 191 

Paynfwick  2691J 

Peacock-Coles  384, 

Pelagius,  the  reputed  Place 
of  his  Birth  364, 

Pembridge  331 

Pembroke  350 

Pembrokefhire,  a  Character 
of  it  3493| 

Pendrils,  the,  famous  for 
fheltering  Charles  II.  378 
Penkrige,  noted  for  its  Horfe- 
fair  382 

Penley-Lodge  173 

Penmaen-Maur  360 

Penn,  Mr.  1  87 

Penny  well  166 

Perrot,  River  23 

Perry  wood  320 

Perlhore  3 1 7 

Phenomenon,  a  very  firange 

356 

Philips-Norton  44 

Philips-Norton-lane,  a  Bat¬ 
tle  there  290 

Phy he-  Garden,  the  Apothe¬ 


caries ,  at  Chelfea  15$ 


P. 


Packington,  Sir  Herbert 
Perrot,  his  Seat  319 


Pill,  a  convenient  Road  for 
Ships  304 

Pifhobury,  a  Manor-houfe  of 
the  Gardeners  1 99 

Plummer,  William,  Efq\  his 
Seat  200 

Plymlymon-Hill  353 
Polehampton,  Capt,  179 
Polefworth  1 1 

Poib«“ 


INDEX. 

Porn  fret.  Ear!  of,  hi,  Seat  Rey,  River  269 

Pnnliam  rf  r-r  a-  4°+  ^»ee.  River,  its  Scource  1 91 
Ch“f7»M*  *7  Rich,  Sir  Thomas,  hi,  eha- 

Powel,  Mr.JuJhce,  his  good  Richard  II.  306,  L; 

benje,  good  Nature,  and  Richard  III  *  ft- 

Pleafantry  ,  86  Rickmerfworth  167 

Povvis,  Earl „/,  h,s  Seat  326  Rickning-way  a , \ 

Prict'r  r ,  h  3+6  Rivers>  Earl> hh  Seat 

J  nee,  S,r  Carbary  352  P.  Robert 

Pndea Q  x  Houfe  3  Robin  Hood’s  Hill  VI  t 

Piolpcfl,  a  very  delightful^  Roger,  Bijhop  of  Salifbary 
Puckridge 


152 

*95 


<2i 


Quan  to  ck 
Quern 


21 

268 


R. 


Radnor/hire 


Rofs 

Roundway  Down  re 
Rowidr  ch  2rg 

John,  his  Charity  62 
Roy don  IQI 

£“sb/  '  408 

Rusely  3gS 

xvunw'ay 

RuthiB  36? 

Jlanelagh-Houfe  153.  jfc?  Rut,and’  Du&e  °f,  bis  Seat 

\L  *’?,{“"■  *  *  fi>& 

156 

Rsr^vour  3  %  ly  c 

Raven  fboro  ugh -ca&Ie  188 

SS®”*  V'%  “fcf *  £ 

£5*1  W t  Sll“-  *  ** 

t&fc'sws  “&,•*-*  «»  £ 
««*■»£ 

Ex)  r  71  Sandback 

Ssndys> 

59  Sarney  ^ 

Saver- 


INDEX. 


Savernack  Forefl  5  2 

Saundridge  183 

Savvbridgeworth  198 

Sebright,  Sir  Thomas  Sann- 
ders,  his  Seat  174*  An 
Infcripthn  on  one  of  the 
Family  Monuments  175 
Sedgmore  34 

Selwood  Foreft  4^ 

Severn  River  303,  304, 

3°7>  325>  354 
Seymour,  Queen  Jane  54 

Seymour,  Sir  John  54 
Shakefpear,  his  Monument 

3X7 

Shipley-hill  406 

Shipton  226 

Shipton-Mallet  44 

Shirby-wich  383 

Shore,  Jane  71 


Shrewsbury  373.  A  deci- 
flve  Battle  near  it  377. 
Its  Loyalty  to  Charles  I. 
ib.  The  Sweating  Sick- 
nefs  there  378 

Sinodun  Hill  61 

Slough  70 

Snowden-hill  353,  356 
Soar  River  4^ 

Somerfetfliire,  its  Etymology 
17.  Its  Manufactures  23. 
That  of  Broad-cloth  car¬ 
ried  on  in  the  Parts  bor¬ 
dering  <?«Wiltfhire  35 .  The 
Gaufe  of  this  Manufac¬ 
ture's  Decay  37 

Somerfet,  Duchefs  Dowager 
of  \  her  Alms-houfe  5  $ 

‘  Somerton  1  25 

Sop  well  Nunnery  179 

South  Petherton.  25 


Stafford  382 

Stafford  (hire,  the  People  ge¬ 
nerally  very  fleet  387 

Stamford,  Earl  of  his  hunt- 


a  Bridge  at 

1 1 


ing  Seat  and  Park  4 1 1 
Stamford,  a  London  Mer- 
chantf  builds 
Barnftable 
Stanley  307 

Stanley,  Sir  John  161 
Stanton  -  Drew,  flupendcus 
Remains  there 
Stockport 
Standon 

Starbury-Mount 
Steep- Holms 
Stevenage 

Stones,  a  Proof  of 

Growth 

Stony  Stratford 
Stour  River 
Stow  on  the  Would 
Stow  Gardens  j  208- 
Stovv-houfe 
Stratford  upon  Avon  3 17 
Stratford, - -  Efq\  his  Seat 


290 

372 

*95 

268 

2 1 
186 

their 

38+ 

224 

325 

261 

-224 

6 


410 

Stratton  6 

Strongbow,  his  Tomb  3  1 1 
Stroud  269 

Stroud -water,  famous  for  the 
finefl  Scarlet  Cloths  3 1  6 
Suffolk,  Duke  of  80 

Sunderland,  Earl  of  \  his  Seat 

404 

SuperfHtion,  a  tragical  In - 
flance  of  it  172 

Sutton-Colefield  392 

Sijttoa-walls,  a  Roman  Camp • 

3  34- 

Swallow- field  3  3! 

Sw.anzy 


Swanzy  347.  //, 

Mineral 

Waters  348 

Swiffivernefs  1 87 


index, 


T. 


TaafFe-vvell  ^46 

Talbot,  John,  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury,  a  moji  re - 
nowned  Warrior  374 
'Tamar  &’?/*/•  g 

Tame  2o6 

Tame,  John,  a  Merchant 
of  London,  builds  a  fine 
Churchy  264,  Is  buried 

***  ^  267 

Tamworth  ^02 

Taveftock  I? 

Taunton  16,17 

Taunton- Dean  18 

Taw  River  g 

Teme  River  32c,  320 
Temple-mills  68 

Tenbigh  K0 

Tenbury  ~2r 

Tetbury  *69 

Tewksbury  ^15 

Thames  River  164.  /// 

Source  26, 

jThatcham 

ITheale  64 

Theobalds,  its  Revolutions 

202 

Therfield,  its  Church  obliged 
to  a  Bijhop  of  Ely  iqz 
Fhornbury  ^05 

Tidmerton  Parijh,  an  old 

^amP  260 

liver  ton  ,, 

Tone  River  2. 1 

Vol.IL 


Tooke,  Dr.  Tliomss, 

B  ene factions  j  gy 

Topham,  Richard,  Efc  7* 
The  Torg®ch  *<3 

Torr,  fig//  326 

Torrington  Iz 

Tottenham  14^ 

Tottenham,  «  of  Lord 
Ailsbury’s  ^  B 

Totteridge  ,64 

r  ovy  River  2  -  r 

Towcefter 

Towridge  River  g 

1  rees,  remarkable  ones  183, 

1 87 

Trent  River 

Trentham  -g, 

Trigg,  A/r.  Thomas,  his 
Houfe  308 

Tnng  ,7, 

Tripontium,  a  Roman  S/«. 

'«»  Jng 

Trubridge  38,48 

Tutbury  388 

Twyfard  ^ 

Tyvy  &W  352 


U. 


Ufcolumb 
Upper  Way 
Upton 


16 

22 

316 


V. 


Vale^Evefham  o\y 
Vale  of  Red -  hor fe  3 1 8 
Vale  o/’White-horfe  42,61 
Verulam,  Old  and  New.  173 
Vipand’s  great  Room  13a 
U  Wad* 


I  N  D 


E  X. 


w. 


n  Q  * 

a5:> 


Waddington,  Dr.  bis  noble 
Legacy  7 1 

Wadly,  a  Curiojity  near  it 

67 

Walcot,  Antiquities  there 

289 

Wales,  a  general  Account  of 
it  3 4 3*——  365.  A  Cha¬ 
racter  of  the  Gentlemen  of 
that  Country  364,  2 6  c 
Walkern  186 

Wallingford  63 

Wallingford,  Richard  of  a 
famous  Mathematician  ib. 


Wednesfield 
Weedon,  antient  Remains 
there  400 

Welles,  Bifhop  Joceline  de 

33 

Wellington 
Wells 

Welwyn  184.  Its  Spavj 
,  185 

Wem 
Wendover 


l7> 


381 
33 


374 

205 


Wenman,  Jane,  a  fuppofed 


Witch 
Weobly 
Wedbury 
Whaddon-hall 


1 86 


33* 

48 

401 


Wharton,  Duke  of,  his  Seats 


Walpole,  Sir  Robert, 

his 

206 

Houfe  at  Chelfea 

*55 

Whitchurch 

374 

Walfal 

386 

White,  Sir  Thomas, 

his 

Waltham -crofs 

202 

Foundations 

1 67 

Waltham  on  the  Would 

416 

Whitehorfe  -  hill  61. 

A 

Wanfdyke 

54 

Cujiom  relating  to  it 

62 

Wantage 

61 

Whitefhole-hill 

49 

Ward,  Lord,  his  Scat 

386 

Wickham,  High,  or  Chip- 

Ward,  Dr.  Seth,  Bifbop  of. 

ping 

205 

Salifbury,  his  Benefactions 

Wickwar 

271 

194 

K.  Wightred 

169 

Ware 

1 99 

Wilbury-hill 

1  89 

^3 

48 


Wargrave 
Warminfler 
Warrington,  Earl  of  his 
Seat  370 

Warwick  396—399 

Watchet  20.  Curious  Stones 
found  on  its  Beach  2 1 
Watford  1 66 

Wathington  63 

Watling  -  flreet,  a  Roman 
Way  l  89,  378,  409 
W-i/wr  River  367,  370 


William,  the  Conqueror  169,, 

170 

William  Rufus  310 

William  III.  76 

William  of  Malmfbury  45; 
William  of  Wickham,  his\ 
equivocal  Jnfcription  741 
Willoughby  Brook,  Antiqui¬ 
ties  found  there  406: 

Willoughby,  the  fonxn,  a 
Crofs  ref  cued  there  from 
Roundheads  406 

Wiltfhir 


INDEX. 


Wiltfliire,  the  jkurijhing 
<tate  of  its  Manufacture 
38.  Other  Branches  of 
Trade  carried  on  there  40 
Wincaunton,  Antiquities 

,  there  26,  44 

Win  comb 
Windfor  * 

Windfor-caftle,  its  Founders 

73>  80 

St.  Wmifrid  %62 

Window  207 

Witney  263 

Wokey-hole 

Wolf-hall  ^ 

Wolverhampton 
Woodftock  250,  259 

Woolhampton  6^ 

Woollen  Manufacture ,  how 
[applied with  Wool  jq 
Wool  man,  Dean 
Worcefter,  the  County \ 


abounding  with  fine  Seats 

Worcefter  3 19.  It,  C III 
drcil  and  fir jt  Bijbops  3  2  I . 
Its  Givi  l  Government , 
Healthy  and  Trade  322. 
//i  chart  t able  Endowments^ 
and  pub  lick  Edifices  323. 
Its  Fairs  and  Markets  22  a 
Wot  ton  185,  306 

Wrek  River  4,5 

Wreken-h  ill  tso 

Wren,  Sir  Chrifloph  er  1  54 
Wrexham 

Wrottefley,  ant  Sent  Vefiige, 

.  there  3  86 

5/.  Wulilan  ^2t 

Wye  JW  304,  333,  34S 


Young,  Dr,  Edward  igj 
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